
Friday 1 November 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
recent discussions it has had with drinks companies regarding the potential for a wider deposit return 
scheme to encourage recycling of drink containers. 

 (S4W-17642) 

Richard Lochhead: I recently met with AG Barr to discuss the potential for a deposit return scheme 
in Scotland, and plan to meet with other companies shortly. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it 
will consider the feasibility of a wider deposit return scheme to encourage recycling of drink containers 
and whether it plans to make a statement to the Parliament on the matter. 

 (S4W-17643) 

Richard Lochhead: I have asked Zero Waste Scotland to examine the feasibility of a Scotland wide 
approach to deposit-return, building on the current recycle and reward pilots, and engaging with key 
business and local authority stakeholders. I will be meeting with business and other stakeholders 
during this process. In looking at options for such a scheme, the study will include consideration of the 
products to be in scope and the level of reclaimable deposit to be paid at the point of sale. The study 
will examine these effects as well as the overall economic impacts; implications for manufacturers, 
retailers and consumers; and the interaction with local authority recycling services. As I discussed with 
delegates at the Scottish Resources Conference on 2 October 2013, I am open to considering 
alternative approaches to achieve the same benefits for litter, recycling, and Scotland’s reprocessing 
sector. 

I will take a view on how best to engage Parliament once the findings of the study emerge. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much it considers a consumer would receive under a wider deposit return scheme to encourage 
recycling of drink containers. 

 (S4W-17644) 

Richard Lochhead: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-17643 on 1 November 2013. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether 
it considers that a wider deposit return scheme to encourage recycling of drink containers would lead 
to an increase in the retail price of the product. 

 (S4W-17645) 

Richard Lochhead: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-17643 on 1 November 2013. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jamie McGrigor (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask 
the Scottish Government what studies it has undertaken of the impact on sandeels and sandeel 
habitats of offshore renewable developments. 

 (S4W-17723) 
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Richard Lochhead: Marine Scotland Science have been working with developers of renewable 
energy projects on the east coast of Scotland, providing advice and guidance on suitable 
methodologies for surveying sandeels within these areas. This is to ensure that information is 
available to provide robust assessments of potential impacts on sandeels and their habitat when 
considering applications for consent. 

Marine Scotland Science continues to survey sandeels on the east coast, as part of on-going 
research into this key species. Previous research has mapped habitat that is suitable for sandeels in 
the wee bankie region, as well as dredge and larval studies. This research was presented in Holland 
et al. 2005 Mar Ecol Prog Ser, 303, 269-282 and Greenstreet et al. 2010 ICES JMC 67, 971-984. This 
information is also being used a variety of other marine management purposes. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many local authorities run (a) household and (b) business oil and fat recycling collection services. 

 (S4W-17776) 

Richard Lochhead: In 2012, eight local authorities ran a waste vegetable oil collection service for 
households, collecting 62.2 tonnes of oil. Three local authorities ran a similar service for businesses 
and collected 23.3 tonnes. 

With regard to waste mineral oils, 29 local authorities provided a collection service to households in 
2012, collecting 490.2 tonnes. Seven local authorities ran the same service for businesses and 73.6 
tonnes was collected. 

 

Joan McAlpine (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
what discussions it has had with (a) retailers and (b) the farming sector regarding the use of substitute 
or synthetic egg products and whether it plans to discuss with the Food Standards Agency the 
labelling of such products. 

 (S4W-17855) 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government together with the Food Standards Agency currently 
has no plans to hold specific discussions with retailers and the farming sector concerning the use of 
substitute or synthetic egg products or the labelling of such products. 

Governance and Communities 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-17291 by Nicola Sturgeon on 7 October 2013, what information is being 
collected now and what specific monitoring information is being proposed. 

 (S4W-17748) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Scottish Government monitoring of ECO and of the general progress of projects 
will be on two levels: 

(1) Local authorities will complete monthly reports on activity which will cover work completed in the 
previous months, works started on site and works committed but not yet started. This will include an 
analysis of ECO for committed and completed homes. The first return is for the month of October and 
will include all activity funded by the area based schemes this financial year and is due to be received 
from local authorities by November the 14th. 

 (2) Local authorities will on a quarterly basis provide details of the measures completed to homes 
which will be cross referenced to the data set Ofgem provide. This will provide a better understanding 
of how ECO is working in Scotland and how to develop future policy. The first quarterly return will be 
to the end of December 2013 and is due to be received from local authorities by the 24th of January 
2014. 

 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-17292 by Nicola Sturgeon on 7 October 2013, when data will be published 



regarding the number of households assisted by the Home Energy Efficiency Programmes for 
Scotland. 

 (S4W-17749) 

Nicola Sturgeon: Councils have until the end of September 2014 to complete works carried out 
using HEEPS funding for 2013-14 as part of area-based fuel poverty schemes. They will provide 
monitoring information to the Scottish Government after that date. Information on the final position 
regarding the number of households assisted by HEEPS funding will be published as soon as possible 
after that date. 

Health and Social Care 

Rhoda Grant (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government  how 

many people were diagnosed with a form of dementia in the last year for which information is 

available, broken down by (a) type of dementia, (b) local authority area and (c) NHS board, and what 

the projected figures are for 2033. 

(S4W-17650) 

Alex Neil: Information on how many people were diagnosed with a form of dementia as at June 2013 

by local authority area and by NHS board is contained in tables (1) and (2).This information is not 

broken down by type of dementia as this is not held centrally. 

Projected figures are approximations based on prevalence modelling only. Using the Eurocode 

prevalence model, there are approximately 86,000 people with dementia in Scotland and this figure is 

projected to double by 2033. 

 

TABLE 1: Number of patients on general practice QOF registers for dementia and other QOF-

compatible registers for dementia
1 
, with crude rates per 100 patients by Council 

Area
2
 

 

Council Area Patients on 
Register 

List Size
3
 Number of 

Practices 
Raw Prevalence 

rate (per 100 
patients)

4
     

            

 Scotland 41,947 5,544,015 981 0.8     

 Aberdeen City 1,803 249,884 29 0.7     

 Aberdeenshire 1,792 243,065 36 0.7     

 Angus 1,133 116,489 17 1.0     

 Argyll and Bute 771 88,021 30 0.9     

 Clackmannanshire 386 56,298 7 0.7     

 Dumfries and Galloway 1,484 154,632 34 1.0     

 Dundee City 1,388 161,806 24 0.9     

 East Ayrshire 1,024 132,157 16 0.8     

 East Dunbartonshire 626 102,372 17 0.6     

 East Lothian 959 103,629 16 0.9     

 East Renfrewshire 510 101,396 17 0.5     

 Edinburgh, City of 3,704 523,451 72 0.7     

 Eilean Siar 267 27,199 10 1.0     

 Falkirk 1,214 157,579 27 0.8     

 Fife 2,692 376,454 58 0.7     

 Glasgow City 4,742 678,072 150 0.7     

 Highland 1,877 233,506 66 0.8     

 Inverclyde 673 83,494 16 0.8     

 Midlothian 766 87,739 13 0.9     

 Moray 709 90,199 14 0.8     

 North Ayrshire 1,040 140,737 19 0.7     



 

Council Area Patients on 
Register 

List Size
3
 Number of 

Practices 
Raw Prevalence 

rate (per 100 
patients)

4
     

 North Lanarkshire 2,253 343,711 59 0.7     

 Orkney Islands 144 20,803 10 0.7     

 Perth and Kinross 1,435 144,154 26 1.0     

 Renfrewshire 1,416 177,241 29 0.8     

 Scottish Borders 943 116,139 23 0.8     

 Shetland Islands 173 22,780 10 0.8     

 South Ayrshire 1,156 113,306 20 1.0     

 South Lanarkshire 2,536 324,472 53 0.8     

 Stirling 607 96,415 23 0.6     

 West Dunbartonshire 589 96,555 17 0.6     

 West Lothian 1,135 180,260 23 0.6     
Notes 
1. Data source: QOF Calculator, as at 28th June 2013, plus notifications of  
adjustments from NHS Boards.  Totals may still be subject to further revisions  
locally. 
2. Dementia figures used for the HEAT standard include data from sources other  
than QOF for a small number of practices that do not take part in QOF.  They can 
also include data from a small number of practices that do not have signed off QOF data,  
as these non-signed off data still contribute towards the target. 
3. Register and list size by council area need to be treated with caution.  This is because  
locations of practices and their populations are not related to council area boundaries.   
4. The location of practice premises in one council area does not imply that the population 
served is in the council area. 
5. List size is the total number of patients registered to practices physically located within the council 
area. 
This information is at 1

st
 January in the given financial year. 

Prevalence = number of patients on the specified QOF register, divided by list size, multiplied by100. 

 

TABLE 2: Number of patients on general practice QOF registers for dementia and  
other QOF- compatible registers for Dementia, with crude rates per 100 patients by  
NHS Board 

  
NHS Board 

All 
practices 

1
 

Number of  
practices 

  
List Size 

2
 

  

Practices with 
Dementia 

register data 
3
 

Number of 
practices 

  
List Size 

2
 

  

  
Patients on 

register 

  
Raw 

prevalence 
rate 

4
 

(per 100 
patients)   

NHS 
Scotland 990 5,550,480 981 5,544,015 41,947 0.8 

              

NHS 
Ayrshire 
and Arran 55 386,200 55 386,200 3,220 0.8 

NHS 
Borders 23 116,139 23 116,139 943 0.8 

NHS 
Dumfries 
and 
Galloway 34 154,632 34 154,632 1,484 1.0 

NHS Fife 58 376,454 58 376,454 2,692 0.7 

NHS Forth 
Valley 57 310,292 57 310,292 2,207 0.7 

NHS 
Grampian 81 586,918 79 583,148 4,304 0.7 

NHS 263 1,317,006 262 1,316,735 9,002 0.7 



Greater 
Glasgow 
and Clyde  

NHS 
Highland 100 322,485 96 321,527 2,648 0.8 

NHS 
Lanarkshire 97 591,574 96 590,578 4,343 0.7 

NHS 
Lothian 

5
 125 895,549 124 895,079 6,564 0.7 

NHS 
Orkney 10 20,803 10 20,803 144 0.7 

NHS 
Shetland 10 22,780 10 22,780 173 0.8 

NHS 
Tayside 67 422,449 67 422,449 3,956 0.9 

NHS 
Western 
Isles 10 27,199 10 27,199 267 1.0 

Notes: 
1. Data source: QOF Calculator, as at 28th June 2013, plus notifications of adjustments  
from NHS boards. Totals may still be subject to further revisions locally. 
1. The “All practices” figures includes all regular GP surgeries and also a small number of “practices”  
that provide primary care services to specific groups of 50 or more patients, such as homeless 
patients or those in care homes. This is because some of these “practices” participate in the QOF.  
It excludes “practices” that provide specialist services to groups of fewer than 50 registered 
patients. 
2. List size is the total number of patients registered to the practice. This information is as at 1st  
January in the given financial year. 
3. Dementia figures used for the HEAT standard include data from sources other than QOF for a small  
number of practices that do not take part in QOF.  
They can also include data from a small number of practices that do not have signed off QOF data,  
as these non-signed off data still contribute towards the target. 
As a result these figures will differ for some NHS board areas from the main QOF prevalence data  
published elsewhere. 
4. Prevalence = number of patients on the specified QOF register, divided by list size, multiplied by 100. 
5. One Lothian practice provided partial data only. 

 

Richard Simpson (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of Microsoft's ending of security patching of the XP operating system, what audit it has 
undertaken of (a) its directorates, (b) NHS boards, (c) special NHS boards and (d) agencies to 
determine  how many computers use XP; what transitional arrangements it has put in place, and 
whether it has considered introducing an open source system to replace XP. 

 (S4W-17673) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government has completed an audit of all its directorates and those 
agencies and non-ministerial departments which share its network. Of the 11,678 computers on the 
network 9,901 have already been upgraded to Windows 7 and 155 upgraded to Windows 8. The 
projects to migrate the remaining 1,622 by end March 2014 are well underway. 

The Scottish Government investigated a number of options prior to planning for the migration from 
XP and open source was considered at that time. In 2012 NHSScotland completed a commission to 
explore the future options for PC software and the potential for open source was part a key of this 
study. 

No central record is maintained of the numbers of computers and their operating systems operated 
by the agencies themselves. 

NHS boards are managing transitional arrangements locally, and ensuring that there are security 
and monitoring arrangements in place. There is a National Infrastructure Group whose membership is 



drawn from all NHS boards which works collaboratively to discuss such issues and share practices 
across the NHS. 

Learning and Justice 

Elaine Murray (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4O-02470 by Roseanna Cunningham on 3 October 2013, how many people 
other than firefighters are employed in the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service call handling facility in 
Dumfries. 

 (S4W-17664) 

Roseanna Cunningham: All 15 staff at Dumfries and Galloway Fire Control are firefighters. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government where fire service 
training will be delivered for the east of Scotland if the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service closes its 
facilities at Gullane, Thornton and Maddiston. 

 (S4W-17726) 

Roseanna Cunningham: This is a matter for the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service (SFRS). I have 
asked the SFRS to respond to you directly on this matter. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what consideration 
the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service Board has given to the provision of residential accommodation 
at fire service training facilities following closure of the Scottish Fire Service College at Gullane and 
what assessment it has made of the potential cost. 

 (S4W-17727) 

Roseanna Cunningham: This is a matter for the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service (SFRS). I have 
asked the SFRS to respond to you directly on this matter. 

 

Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what consideration 
the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service Board has given to the provision of residential accommodation 
and catering facilities at its proposed new national training centre in Cambuslang and what 
assessment it has made of the potential cost. 

 (S4W-17728) 

Roseanna Cunningham: This is a matter for the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service (SFRS). I have 
asked the SFRS to respond to you directly on this matter. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
commissioned (a) polling, (b) research and (c) focus groups to consider public attitudes to the 
referendum on independence. 

 (S4W-17978) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Government has not commissioned research, polling or focus 
groups on public attitudes to the referendum on independence. 

The Scottish Government has commissioned analysis of the responses to the “Your Scotland, Your 
Referendum” consultation. The findings were published on the Scottish Government website on 23 of 
October 2012. 

Transport Scotland 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the process is 
for authorising the sale of land relating to the Glasgow Airport Rail Link project. 

 (S4W-17696) 



Keith Brown: The process for disposing of surplus property, including land, is set out in the Scottish 
Public Finance Manual. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-17218 by Keith Brown on 30 September 2013, who authorised the decision 
to sell the land at public auction. 

 (S4W-17697) 

Keith Brown: Officials took this decision in accordance with the guidance and principles set out in 
the Scottish Public Finance Manual. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the 
answer to question S4W-17215 by Keith Brown on 30 September 2013, who authorised the decision 
to sell (a) Plot 93 to AKV Vehicle Rentals, (b) Plots 94,96 and 96a to Kenyart Ltd, (c) Plot 97 to J&M 
Taylor (Holdings) Ltd, (d) Plots 101,102,103,107a and 108 to SPG Properties Limited and (e) Plots 
114,117,119a and 119c to MTS Properties at the price given. 

 (S4W-17698) 

Keith Brown: Officials took these decisions in accordance with the guidance and principles set out 
in the Scottish Public Finance Manual. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what plots of land it 
bought for the Edinburgh Airport Rail Link project; who it bought these from, and how much each cost. 

 (S4W-17703) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government did not purchase any land for EARL. 

Transport Initiative Edinburgh (tie) are the Authorised Undertaker for the Edinburgh Airport Rail Link 
(EARL) project and it had the compulsory purchase powers to obtain land required for EARL. 

Two properties were purchased by tie for EARL, namely: 

Wheatlands, Kirkliston, West Lothian, EH29 9EW. Agreement to purchase January 2007 from Mr 
Peter McGowan for the sum of £550k. 

This property currently has a sitting tenant. 

Myreside, Beatlie Road, Winchburgh, Broxburn, EH52 6QS. Agreement to purchase October 2006 
from Mr and Mrs William Pollock for the sum of £450k. 

This property was destroyed by fire in 2010. 

Tie retain the title deeds to both properties and continue to manage the maintenance, insurance and 
rental issues. 

It is intended, once tie have completed its obligations as authorised undertaker and formally 
terminated all agreements and third party agreements, that the title deeds for both properties would 
transfer to Transport Scotland. 

On completion of the transfer both properties would be sold fully adhering to the rules and 
regulations outlined within Critchel Downs regulations and the Scottish Government Scottish Public 
Finance Manual regulations. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what compensation 
it paid for plots of land bought for the Edinburgh Airport Rail Link project, and to whom. 

 (S4W-17705) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-17703 on 1 November 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 



http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what land that it 
holds was purchased for the Edinburgh Airport Rail Link project. 

 (S4W-17706) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-17703 on 1 November 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much it has 
spent on the Edinburgh Airport Rail Link project. 

 (S4W-17707) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has provided Transport Initiative Edinburgh (tie) with circa 
£28 million of funding to support costs that it incurred on the Edinburgh Airport Rail Link (EARL) 
project which is broken down as follows: 

Cost Heading Cost 

Parliamentary and feasibility costs  
(from Financial year 03-04 to FY 06-07) 

£9.84m 

Preparatory and Site Investigation works  
(from FY 05-06 to FY 07-08) 

£3.92m 

Design works (includes environmental, safety and stakeholder) 
(from FY 05-06 to FY 07-08) 

£9.63m 

Tie project management costs (includes legal & land assembly packages) 
(from FY 03-04 to FY 07-08) 

£4.43m 

EARL Authorised Undertaker costs  
(after FY 09-10) 

£0.14m 

Sub total £27.96m 

 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the process is 
for the selling of land purchased for the Edinburgh Airport Rail Link project. 

 (S4W-17708) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-17703 on 1 November 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what land that it 
purchased for the Edinburgh Airport Rail Link project has been sold, and who authorised each sale. 

 (S4W-17709) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government has not sold any land purchased for the Edinburgh Airport 
Rail Link. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will publish Transport Scotland’s research on the 
connection between liability legislation and the level of cycling accidents, as referred to in Cycling 
Action Plan for Scotland 2013. 

 (S4W-17746) 
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Keith Brown: The research has been available on request since its completion. A copy has been 
placed in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre (Bib. number 55396) and members of the Cross 
Party Group on Cycling have also been sent a copy. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what information it 
has on how much Infratil owes to HM Revenue and Customs for (a) value added tax, (b) airport 
passenger duty and (c) national insurance in relation to Glasgow Prestwick Airport and whether this 
will be written off if the airport is taken into public ownership. 

 (S4W-17747) 

Keith Brown: We are in the process of undertaking the detailed due diligence and are not in a 
position to comment on whether Infratil currently has any outstanding liabilities with HM Revenue and 
Customs. However, we can confirm that there will be no write-off of any outstanding funds due as part 
of this transaction. 

 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
where it has sourced the (a) cabling, (b) steel and (c) other materials for the (i) Borders railway and (ii) 
Forth replacement crossing project. 

 (S4W-17765) 

Keith Brown: (i) Borders Railway  

Network Rail is responsible for constructing the Borders Railway on behalf of Scottish Ministers and 
to date has not ordered any cabling or any large quantities of steel. If these materials are required they 
will all be sourced by Network Rail via competitive tender. 

(ii) Forth Replacement Crossing 

The main contractor is responsible for sourcing all materials for the Forth Replacement Crossing 
(FRC) project in accordance with the specifications of the contract. The award of all subcontracts for 
the supply of services and materials is not covered by EU public procurement law and is a wholly 
commercial matter for the firms themselves. 

The FRC is the first contract to demand that subcontracts tendered by the main contractor are 
advertised on Public Contracts Scotland procurement portal. As of 30 June 2013, 9,732 out of 10,758 
supply orders (90.5%) worth approximately £61 million out of a total of about £85 million (72%) have 
been awarded to Scottish firms. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much it has spent on the maintenance of roads in (a) Aberdeen and (b) Aberdeenshire in each of the 
last three years. 

 (S4W-17788) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-16788 on 18 September 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it plans to increase the funding available to Aberdeen City Council to improve the condition of 
roads, in light of the reported comments by the Minister for Energy, Enterprise and Tourism in the 
Evening Express on 19 September 2013. 

 (S4W-17789) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government is providing local government in Scotland with over £10.3 
billion in 2013-14. The vast majority of this funding, including that for roads maintenance, is being 
provided by means of a block grant. 
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It is the responsibility of each local authority to allocate the total financial resources available to it on 
the basis of local needs and priorities having first fulfilled its statutory obligations and the jointly agreed 
set of national and local priorities including the Scottish Government’s key strategic objectives. 
Aberdeen City Council’s share of this funding amounts to over £336 million. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the reported comments by the Minister for Energy, Enterprise and Tourism in the Evening Express 
on 19 September 2013, what action it has taken to support Aberdeen City Council in improving the 
condition of roads in the last five years. 

 (S4W-17790) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government is providing local government in Scotland with over £10.3 
billion in 2013-14. The vast majority of this funding, including that for roads maintenance, is being 
provided by means of a block grant. 

It is the responsibility of each local authority to allocate the total financial resources available to it on 
the basis of local needs and priorities having first fulfilled its statutory obligations and the jointly agreed 
set of national and local priorities including the Scottish Government’s key strategic objectives. 
Aberdeen City Council’s share of this funding amounts to over £336 million. 

Furthermore, the National Road Maintenance Review has set out how all 33 road authorities across 
Scotland can work in collaboration to make road maintenance more efficient, ensuring Scotland’s 
roads remain a key facilitator of economic growth. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
information it has regarding how many Glasgow Prestwick Airport employees have (a) full-time, (b) 
part-time and (c) so-called zero-hours contracts. 

 (S4W-17903) 

Keith Brown: The member has also submitted questions S4W-17904, S4W-17907 and S4W-17908 
and this response covers those questions.  

The Scottish Government is currently undertaking due diligence with the intention of purchasing 
Glasgow Prestwick airport and analysis of employment and infrastructure issues are key components 
of the exercise. Simultaneous to due diligence, we are also developing a business plan for the airport 
which would guide our ownership in the short, medium and longer-term, our ambition to return the 
airport to profit as quickly as possible and deliver a commercial return on the significant investment we 
will be making at Prestwick. Our aim is for the transaction on ownership to be complete by 20 
November 2013. As the Deputy First Minister indicated in her statement on 8 October 2013, we will 
keep Parliament fully informed on developments, including on those matters referred to in these 
questions. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, if it 
buys Glasgow Prestwick Airport, whether its employees will be covered by a commitment to (a) the 
living wage and (b) no compulsory redundancies. 

 (S4W-17904) 

Keith Brown: The Member has also submitted questions S4W-17903, S4W-17907 and S4W-17908 
and this response covers those questions. 

The Scottish Government is currently undertaking due diligence with the intention of purchasing 
Glasgow Prestwick Airport and analysis of employment and infrastructure issues are key components 
of the exercise. Simultaneous to due diligence, we are also developing a business plan for the Airport 
which would guide our ownership in the short, medium and longer-term, our ambition to return the 
airport to profit as quickly as possible and deliver a commercial return on the significant investment we 
will be making at Prestwick. Our aim is for the transaction on ownership to be complete by 20 
November 2013. As the Deputy First Minister indicated in her statement on 8 October 2013, we will 
keep Parliament fully informed on developments, including on those matters referred to in these 
questions. 



 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
recent meetings it has had with (a) local authorities, (b) Scottish Enterprise, (c) Transport Scotland 
and (d) other stakeholders regarding Glasgow Prestwick Airport and their role if it buys it, and when 
these took place. 

 (S4W-17905) 

Keith Brown: The Scottish Government continues to have regular discussions with the three 
Ayrshire Councils, Scottish Enterprise and other members of the multi-agency group (MAG) formed 
earlier this year to consider the sale of Glasgow Prestwick Airport. Those discussions include 
consideration of the proposed roles of organisations represented in the MAG in a Scottish 
Government purchase of the airport and its subsequent operation and development. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, if it 
buys Glasgow Prestwick Airport, whether it will produce a long-term plan for its development and, if 
so, when. 

 (S4W-17907) 

Keith Brown: The member has also submitted questions S4W-17903, S4W-17904 and S4W-17908 
and this response covers those questions.  

The Scottish Government is currently undertaking due diligence with the intention of purchasing 
Glasgow Prestwick airport and analysis of employment and infrastructure issues are key components 
of the exercise. Simultaneous to due diligence, we are also developing a business plan for the airport 
which would guide our ownership in the short, medium and longer-term, our ambition to return the 
airport to profit as quickly as possible and deliver a commercial return on the significant investment we 
will be making at Prestwick. Our aim is for the transaction on ownership to be complete by 20 
November 2013. As the Deputy First Minister indicated in her statement on 8 October 2013, we will 
keep Parliament fully informed on developments, including on those matters referred to in these 
questions. 

 

Margaret McDougall (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
plans it has to develop Prestwick International Airport railway station. 

 (S4W-17908) 

Keith Brown: The member has also submitted questions S4W-17903, S4W-17904 and S4W-17907 
and this response covers those questions. 

The Scottish Government is currently undertaking due diligence with the intention of purchasing 
Glasgow Prestwick airport and analysis of employment and infrastructure issues are key components 
of the exercise. Simultaneous to due diligence, we are also developing a business plan for the airport 
which would guide our ownership in the short, medium and longer-term, our ambition to return the 
airport to profit as quickly as possible and deliver a commercial return on the significant investment we 
will be making at Prestwick. Our aim is for the transaction on ownership to be complete by 20 
November 2013. As the Deputy First Minister indicated in her statement on 8 October 2013, we will 
keep Parliament fully informed on developments, including on those matters referred to in these 
questions. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what information it 
has on the punctuality rates for the (a) west coast rail service between Glasgow and London Euston 
and (b) east coast rail service between Edinburgh and King's Cross.   

 (S4W-17944) 

Keith Brown: Cross border train operating companies have no requirement to submit information on 
train punctuality rates to the Scottish Government. They operate under franchises specified and 
managed by the Department for Transport. 



However, information on punctuality rates across all train operating companies is collated by the 
Office of Rail Regulation, and published in regular statistical releases. The most recent is available at: 
http://www.rail-reg.gov.uk/upload/pdf/pass-freight-rail-perf-2013-14-q1.pdf. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what discussions it 
has had with the (a) Transport Scotland, (b) the Office of Rail Regulation, (c) Network Rail and (d) 
other stakeholders regarding the Office of Rail Regulation’s final determination on national rail output 
and funding requirements for 2014 to 2019. 

 (S4W-17945) 

Keith Brown: The Office of Rail Regulation’s (ORR) Final Determination is a key milestone in the 
Periodic Review process. The Scottish Government’s input to this process is managed by Transport 
Scotland. The Scottish Ministers’ High Level Output Specification (HLOS) was submitted to the ORR 
in June 2012 and set out the requirements from the railway in Scotland over control period 5 (CPP) 
(2014-15 to 2018-19) and the resources being made available to support their achievement. The 
HLOS was informed by an extensive public consultation and a series of detailed engagements with rail 
industry stakeholders. 

Throughout the periodic review process Transport Scotland has worked closely with the ORR, 
Network Rail and stakeholders across the wider industry to ensure that the requirements and 
expectations of the Scottish Ministers are fully reflected in the ORR’s determination for CP5. A draft 
determination was published in June 2013 for consultation and Transport Scotland formally responded 
to this in September, focussing on a number of key strategic issues relating to the Scottish Ministers’ 
HLOS and broader policy objectives for rail. This was followed by a number of bilateral discussions 
between Transport Scotland and the ORR over the detail of the final determination. In advance of 
publication the ORR Chair, Anna Walker, provided a formal briefing to advise the Scottish Ministers on 
the final decisions taken, including those relevant to a number of key issues and opportunities 
identified by Transport Scotland for further consideration. 

 

Mike MacKenzie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the status is of the ScotRail Franchise Renewal Programme. 

 (S4W-18047) 

Keith Brown: I am delighted to advise that we remain on schedule. The Final Invitation to Tender 
for the Caledonian Sleeper franchise was published on 28 October 2013 and the bidders, Arriva, First 
Group and Serco, are to set out their proposals in their response to the Final Invitation to Tender by 12 
December 2013. In regard to the ScotRail franchise, I am pleased to advise, as a consequence of a 
successful pre-qualification questionnaire (PQQ), that I have invited five experienced rail companies to 
bid. Those companies are Abellio, Arriva, First Group, MTR and National Express, each of whom 
demonstrated in its response to the PQQ an understanding of, and a commitment to realise, our 
ambitions for a transformed rail service. I am convinced that this strong competition will deliver a great 
public rail service for the people of Scotland. The Draft Invitation to Tender, which sets out our 
specification for the ScotRail franchise, will be published on 19 November 2013. 

 

http://www.rail-reg.gov.uk/upload/pdf/pass-freight-rail-perf-2013-14-q1.pdf

