
Friday 8 November 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Dennis Robertson (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what steps it is taking to preserve fishing stocks in the River Dee and what its position is 
on whether netting at Montrose impacts on the level of these stocks. 

 (S4W-17854) 

Paul Wheelhouse: Multiple factors impact on salmon and freshwater fish stocks, including fishing in 
both international and domestic waters, marine mortality, habitat quality, predation, climate change 
and approaches to conservation at a local level. 

Statutory responsibility for management of salmon fisheries rests with District Salmon Fishery 
Boards (DSFBs) although Scottish Government, through Marine Scotland Science (MSS), undertakes 
significant monitoring to provide evidence on stock status across Scotland from which management 
decisions can be made. This includes collection and publication of annual catch statistics and 
operation of three detailed salmon monitoring sites (index sites) in Scotland, two of which are located 
on the upper River Dee (the Girnock and Baddoch traps). In the case of the Baddoch, a broad suite of 
work is in place to assess long-term changes in the environment and the potential consequences of 
fish populations as part of the UK Upland Waters Monitoring Network. MSS also works with individual 
boards and fishery trusts on projects which are thought likely to provide a transferable evidence base 
and to be of national significance; this includes work with the River Dee Trust to assess the efficacy of 
climate change mitigation work through riparian planting.  

The Scottish Government and its agencies work in partnership with boards, rivers and fisheries 
trusts, NGOs and private landowners in support of measures to support healthy fish stocks and 
habitats. “Pearls in Peril” - a £2.6 million four year EU Life Project led by SNH - will deliver significant 
habitat improvements on the River Dee including riparian planting, creation of buffer strips to reduce 
local diffuse pollution and removal of barriers which will also be to the benefit of salmon. Financial 
support for the project has been provided by SNH and SEPA. 

Scottish Ministers also consider requests from DSFBs for statutory management measures. An 
extension to the rod angling season for the River Dee was granted by the Scottish Parliament in 2012. 

 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many grants Scottish Natural Heritage has awarded to woodland schemes in the central belt between 
2007 and 2014. 

 (S4W-17990) 

Paul Wheelhouse: This is an operational matter for Scottish Natural Heritage, and I have asked the 
organisation’s chief executive to respond directly to you and to copy the response to me also for my 
portfolio interest. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many salmon farms are licensed to use teflubenzuron (Calicide).  

 (S4W-18053) 

Paul Wheelhouse: A total of 273 salmon farms in Scotland are licensed for the potential use of 
teflubenzuron (Calicide). 

Health and Social Care 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it plans to implement a system of physician associates and, if so, by 
what date. 

 (S4W-17760) 



Alex Neil: While polices, frameworks and resources are provided by the Scottish Government, it is 
for each NHS board to decide how best to plan and deliver high quality, safe and sustainable services 
to meet the needs of their population. 

The Scottish Government recognises the potential benefits of the physician associate (PA) role and 
is currently exploring ways in which PAs can be integrated into the NHSScotland workforce. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many hospital admissions there have been of people who have taken so-called legal highs in 
each NHS board area in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-17778) 

Michael Matheson: Information on the number of hospital admissions caused by so-called legal 
highs is not held centrally. There is no standard definition or clinical diagnosis code for legal highs 
which could be used as the basis of a statistical report. 

 

Jim Hume (South Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government what 
the 28-day hospital readmission rate following discharge from a mental health speciality has been in 
each of the last four years, broken down by NHS board. 

 (S4W-17784) 

Michael Matheson: The most recent 28-day readmission data, broken down by NHS board can be 
found in the ISD Publication Adult Mental Health Benchmarking Toolkit – Year ending 31 March 2012  
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Quality-Indicators/Publications/data-
tables.asp?id=1063#1063. 

 

Richard Baker (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many deaths per 1,000 of population were attributable to (a) alcohol and (b) other substance misuse in 
each of the last five years in NHS Grampian and how this compares to the national average. 

 (S4W-17792) 

Michael Matheson: Data on deaths per 1,000 population attributable to (a) alcohol and (b) other 
substance misuse are provided in the following tables. 

Deaths per 1,000 Population, by Underlying Cause 

 (a) Alcohol-related NHS 
Grampian 

Scotland 

2008 0.18 0.27 

2009 0.19 0.25 

2010 0.16 0.25 

2011 0.13 0.24 

2012 0.15 0.20 

 

(b) Drug-related NHS 
Grampian 

Scotland 

2008 0.08 0.11 

2009 0.10 0.10 

2010 0.08 0.09 

2011 0.10 0.11 

2012 0.05 0.11 

 

National statistics on both alcohol and drug related deaths, broken down by NHS board, are 
published annually by National Records Scotland (NRS). 

It should be noted that the number of alcohol-related deaths shown only includes deaths from 
causes which are wholly attributable to alcohol. Deaths from, for example, road accidents, falls, fires, 
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suicide or violence involving people who had been drinking, or deaths from some medical conditions 
which are considered partly attributable to alcohol, such as certain forms of cancer, are not included. 

Although there is no standard definition of “other substance misuse” deaths, the figures shown under 
drug-related deaths should include the majority of the deaths that might be considered attributable to 
other substance misuse. 

For further information about the definitions used above, please see the NRS website: 
http://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/. 

Learning and Justice 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
merger of Langside, Anniesland and Cardonald colleges, whether the Woodburn House site will be put 
up for sale on the open market and, if so, when, and what the reasons are for its position on this 
matter. 

 (S4W-17774) 

Michael Russell: The disposal of assets is a matter for individual college boards of management 
and Ministers have no role in these decisions. 

 

James Kelly (Rutherglen) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the 
merger of Langside, Anniesland and Cardonald colleges, what consideration it has made of the 
community benefits that might arise from selling the Woodburn House site. 

 (S4W-17775) 

Michael Russell: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-17774 on 8 November 2013. 
All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
how many seizures of so-called legal highs cut with illegal drugs there have been in each of the last 
five years. 

 (S4W-17779) 

Roseanna Cunningham: This is information is not held centrally. 

 

Kevin Stewart (Aberdeen Central) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether shops or internet sites selling so-called legal highs and drug paraphernalia are subject to any 
licensing regime. 

 (S4W-17780) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The subject matter of the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 is reserved to the UK 
Government, as is the regulation of internet services. Section 9A of the UK’s Misuse of Drugs Act 
1971 makes it an offence to supply any article (often referred to as paraphernalia) used for 
administering a controlled drug unlawfully (i.e. without a doctor’s prescription). ‘Legal highs’ or 
Novel/New Psychoactive Substances (NPS) as they are also known, are substances which produce 
similar effects to illegal drugs, but they are not controlled under the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971. In 
response to the availability of NPS, the UK Government’s Home Office introduced a new temporary 
class drug order (15 November 2011). See UK Government website: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/98006/temporary-class-
drug-factsheet.pdf. 

Some substances sold as NPS have also been found to contain drugs controlled under the Misuse 
of Drugs Act. There is no other specific legislation outwith the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 and 
temporary class drug order that uniquely deals with the supply of NPS. However, Police Scotland 
together with partners are exploring other options, including Trading Standards powers. The Scottish 

http://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/98006/temporary-class-drug-factsheet.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/98006/temporary-class-drug-factsheet.pdf


Government will continue to work with the Home Office and the Police Scotland to understand more 
about the use and supply of these substances and options to tackle their supply. 

The planning system in Scotland does not generally seek to control the types of goods and services 
sold from shops, offices and other premises. Where products or services have potentially negative 
health or social implications, their availability or sale is usually subject to other statutory controls, for 
example, licensing as in the case of the sale of alcohol or knives. There is no licensing that is specific 
to the sale of NPS and drug paraphernalia.  

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what analysis it has 
undertaken of student support arrangements in other parts of the UK to support the claim that 
Scotland has the best package of student support in the UK. 

 (S4W-17797) 

Michael Russell: The information is available from each of the administrations who give wide 
publicity to the offer so that students know what support is available to them. 

For session 2013-14, Scottish students from the lowest income households will receive a total 
maintenance package of £7250 (rising to £7500 in 2014-15). This compares to £6,052, £6573 and 
£5338 for students in England, Wales and Northern Ireland respectively who are living at home, and 
£7,177, £7,736 and £6,428 for students who are living away from home. 

Of course in addition to the maintenance support described above, all Scottish students receive a 
benefit in the form of free tuition. 

Accordingly when this is taken into account, the NUS has rightly described the package of support 
on offer as “the best in the UK”. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what information it or 
the Student Awards Agency for Scotland provided to or for full-time students in receipt of a bursary in 
2012-13 and expected to continue to receive support in 2013-14, that makes reference to reductions 
in bursaries available in 2013-14. 

 (S4W-17798) 

Michael Russell: The Scottish Government announced the 2013-14 support package for higher 
education students on 22 August 2012. 

In addition to its usual information work with colleges, universities and student bodies, the Student 
Awards Agency for Scotland (SAAS) contacted all continuing students during the week beginning 27 
August 2012 with details of the new support package. 

A further e-mail reminding continuing students was sent in week beginning 25 February 2013. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what analysis it 
made prior to the publication of the 2013-14 draft budget of the impact of changes in student support 
in 2013-14 on the level of debt that will apply to students from lower-income households. 

 (S4W-17799) 

Michael Russell: Based on the support arrangements that apply in 2013-14, students from Scotland 
from the lowest income households who are eligible for a total maintenance package of £7250 will 
accrue a maximum annual debt of £5,500. 

This policy was considered in the context of debt figures published annually by the Student Loan 
Company, the latest version of which shows that average student loan debt for Scottish students is 
£6,850 compared to £18,740 in England and £14,910 in Wales. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assistance is available to owners of tenement properties when agreement cannot 



be reached concerning the need for repairs of which the cost would be shared among the building 
owners. 

 (S4W-17805) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Where the title deeds are silent or if they are unclear, the Tenement 
Management Scheme at schedule 1 to the Tenements (Scotland) Act 2004 allows majority decisions 
on maintenance work, including repairs. 

Section 8 of the 2004 Act imposes a positive obligation on an owner of any part of a tenement 
building to maintain that part to ensure it provides support and shelter. 

Home owners may also approach their local authority. They have broad powers to assist home 
owners who need help. Assistance can be provided by way of advice and guidance, practical help or 
through financial assistance by loans or grants. However, it is for the local authority to determine what 
kinds of assistance should be provided in different circumstances, subject to local priorities and 
budgets. 

Advice on tenemental repairs is available in the Scottish Government publication Common Repair, 
Common Sense, which is on the Government’s website at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Justice/law/17975. 

 

Angus MacDonald (Falkirk East) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
powers Bòrd na Gàidhlig has to ensure that local authorities implement Gaelic language plans and 
what sanctions are available should the targets in the plans not be met. 

 (S4W-17852) 

Alasdair Allan: Under the Gaelic Language (Scotland) Act 2005 Bòrd na Gàidhlig can notify a 
Scottish public authority to produce and implement a Gaelic Language Plan. 

All public authorities with an approved Gaelic Language Plan are asked to submit an annual 
progress report to the Bòrd in relation to the key commitments in their plan. In addition, the Bòrd 
commissions an independent assessment of progress towards achieving the core commitments in 
plans which are three years into their cycle. These two actions are the key measures of success which 
the Bòrd employs. 

There are measures in place should a Scottish public authority not pursue the terms of their Gaelic 
language plan. The Bòrd may submit a report to Scottish ministers setting out its reason for this 
conclusion. Thereafter Scottish Ministers may either lay a copy of the report before the Scottish 
Parliament or they may direct the authority in question to implement any or all of the measures in its 
Gaelic language plan by the date specified in the direction. 

 

Fiona McLeod (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the Succession (Scotland) Act 1964 prevents a person from leaving their entire 
estate to their spouse to the exclusion of any children. 

 (S4W-17871) 

Roseanna Cunningham: Scots law provides that a spouse or civil partner and children can claim 
legal rights to a fixed share of a deceased’s moveable (cash, shares etc.) estate regardless of whether 
the deceased left a will (and what it said) or died without making a will. 

These “legal rights” predate the Succession (Scotland) 1964 Act and are a protection from 
disinheritance. 

The 1964 Act did introduce “prior rights” to a deceased’s estate for a spouse or civil partner where 
the deceased died without a will. As prior rights are paid first out of a deceased’s estate, it can be the 
case that the prior rights encompass the whole of the deceased’s estate, so that no money is left in 
the estate to pay any legal rights, including to the deceased’s children.  

The law of succession was reviewed by the Scottish Law Commission, Scotland’s law reform body, 
who produced a Report in 2009: 
http://www.scotlawcom.gov.uk/law-reform-projects/completed-projects/succession/. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Justice/law/17975
http://www.scotlawcom.gov.uk/law-reform-projects/completed-projects/succession/


That project included consideration of whether children should continue to be protected from 
disinheritance. This proved to be the most divisive issue on which the Commission consulted. 

The Scottish Government is considering the report and it is clear, following informal dialogue with 
stakeholders, that this, and a number of other issues, are controversial. Formal consultation will 
therefore be required to inform how best to take forward reform of succession law and we will do this 
when other priorities allow. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what organisations are eligible to bid for funding from the small grants scheme for 
international development. 

 (S4W-17806) 

Humza Yousaf: Any organisation with a base in Scotland and that meets the following criteria are 
eligible to bid for funding from the Small Grants Programme for International Development: 

The Small Grants Scheme is targeted at small international development organisations, and the 
following eligibility criteria apply: 

applicant organisations must satisfy two conditions : 1) they must be established as not for profit and 
2) constitute a “legal person”, meaning it is legally constituted and can enter into a contract. Ideally, 
applicants will be SCIOs or companies that have charitable status. Unincorporated organisations, 
even with charitable status, are not eligible to apply; 

applicants must be able to evidence in their application a presence in Scotland; 

applicants must have an annual turnover of £150,000 or less (upper limit over the last 2 years); 

organisations applying must have been in existence for a minimum of 12 months at the time of 
applying and have audited/examined accounts for that year; 

applicants may only apply for one of each type of grant (project grant/feasibility/capacity building 
grant) in each annual funding call; 

applicants may only apply for grants that fit within the Scottish Government’s international 
development policy: specifically this means that applications will only be eligible if they relate to: the 
Scottish Government’s seven priority countries (Malawi, Rwanda, Tanzania, Zambia, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh and the three Indian States of Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and Orissa); and its priority 
themes/areas described in paragraph 4.4 above (education; health; sustainable economic 
development; civic governance and society; food security; renewable energy; climate change; and 
water); and normally applicants may only apply for a project grant where the Scottish Government will 
be the sole funder of such project; the exception to this is where the application is for joint or match 
funding, where the funding split may be up to a maximum of 50:50 with another funder, but in that 
event the other external funder must be identified by the applicant in their application and approved by 
the Scottish Government as part of the application assessment. 

After further consideration, I recognised that there are some small un-incorporated organisations 
who would wish to apply to the programme, but who would not currently meet the criteria of being a 
“legal person”. In recognition of this, and to assists these organisations, I therefore agreed that un-
incorporated organisations could apply for funding from the programme, on condition that they 
become an incorporated organisation (e.g. either by becoming a company limited by guarantee or a 
Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation) by 1 March 2014. Thereafter, in subsequent years, 
only incorporated organisations will be eligible to apply to the Small Grants Programme. 

Transport Scotland 

Colin Beattie (Midlothian North and Musselburgh) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it will consider reopening the Edinburgh South Suburban Railway to 
passenger traffic as part of Network Rail’s plans to electrify the line. 

 (S4W-17862) 

Keith Brown: Already an important and developing freight route, passenger services on the 
Edinburgh South Suburban Railway (ESSR) were considered by the 2008 Strategic Transport Projects 



Review (STPR). Studies which informed the STPR had concluded that there was a poor business 
case for passenger services and the intervention was not taken forward. 

The STPR forms the main basis for the specification of future transport spending until 2032. 
Consequently, the Scottish Government have no current plans to reopen the ESSR to passenger 
traffic. 

The Scottish Ministers are willing to consider proposals for new services where there are clear 
benefits, subject to affordability and taking into account the potential negative effect on other 
passengers on the network. Promoters should approach the South East Scotland Transport 
Partnership (SEStran) to discuss how best to progress the proposal in line with SEStran’s regional 
transport strategy. 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-17791 
S4W-17796 


