
Thursday 21 November 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

Mike MacKenzie (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on the interim report by Sir Ian Wood on the oil and gas industry. 

 (S4O-2620) 

Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government is fully supportive of the recommendations within Sir Ian 
Wood’s report. We believe that It is essential that the recommendations are implemented with speed, 
and that a shadow body be set up rather than await the outcome of primary legislation. This body 
should be financed solely by Industry, and should be located in Aberdeen 

Sir Ian’s report estimates that the prize from increased and effective collaboration could be an 
additional 3-4 billion barrels of oil equivalent over 20 years, worth £200 billion. By addressing the 
challenges facing the industry and harnessing the opportunities, enormous benefits can be reaped by 
the industry and in tax revenues. 

 

Mary Fee (West Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how it plans to (a) 
meet its target of having at least 70% of all waste being recycled by 2025 and (b) design avoidable 
waste out of the economy by 2050. 

 (S4W-18070) 

Richard Lochhead: Through our Zero Waste Plan, we have already taken bold action to ensure we 
meet our 70% recycling target. The Waste (Scotland) Regulations 2012 are transforming the 
availability of recycling services to households and business. This is accompanied by the introduction 
of bans on certain materials going to landfill or incineration. 

Over the past 18 months, we have invested around £20 million to support the roll out of household 
food waste collections. This is one of a series of actions and investments being made through Zero 
Waste Scotland and by Councils across Scotland, in the quality and availability of recycling services 
and participation in those services. 

Our new action plan “Safeguarding Scotland’s Resources, Blueprint for a More Resource Efficient 
and Circular Economy” sets out a series of measures to reduce waste, use materials more efficiently 
and ensure that products and materials are cycled through the economy rather than discarded. This 
work has already been started by Resource Efficient Scotland, which provides support for businesses 
to achieve resource efficiency not just in material resources but also in water and energy, delivering 
economic as well as environmental benefits. We are also working with Education Scotland to help 
ensure Scotland has the right skills to deliver the transition necessary to achieving our ambitions for a 
waste-free society by 2050. 

As with any long-term plan, we continue to examine the success of our activities and identify where 
further actions may be needed. That is why I recently commissioned work on the feasibility of a 
national deposit and return scheme for Scotland. It is also why Scotland has led the way in becoming 
the first nation to join the Ellen MacArthur Foundation’s Circular Economy 100 programme, which 
seeks to accelerate progress toward eradicating waste. 

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what action it is taking to ensure that the conditions it set with regard to the 
removal of the temporary access tracks associated with the construction of the Beauly-Denny 
transmission line will be met in full; whether it will write to the local authorities affected by the line to 
advise them of their of responsibilities, and whether it considers that deviation from the conditions 
might be considered a breach of trust. 

 (S4W-18151) 

Fergus Ewing: The Beauly Denny consents state that the local authorities are responsible for 
monitoring the conditions relating to temporary access tracks. 



The local authorities are already aware of their responsibilities in this regard and there is no 
indication that developers are not complying the these conditions. 

The Scottish Government is however aware that planning applications have been received from 
some landowners/occupiers seeking a separate planning permissions to retain the access tracks on 
their land. 

When such applications are made the local authorities will be required to consult with relevant 
parties and take into account the environmental, landscape and visual and other impacts before 
making a decision on an application. 

Finance 

Fiona McLeod (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the Procurement Reform (Scotland) Bill will contain mechanisms to ensure that 
the uptake of fair and ethically-traded goods and services through public procurement is monitored. 

 (S4O-2619) 

Nicola Sturgeon: The Scottish Model of Procurement is not just about cost and quality, but about 
the best balance of cost, quality and sustainability. 

The Procurement Reform (Scotland) Bill will introduce a sustainable procurement duty, requiring 
public bodies to consider how they can improve the economic, social and environmental well-being of 
the area in which that body primarily exercises its functions and act with a view to securing such 
improvement. This duty can support public bodies in the uptake of fair and ethical traded products if 
consistent with their policies and relevant to the particular contract in question. 

The Bill also requires public bodies to set out their approach to this duty through their published 
procurement strategy, which they are required to report against annually. As part of the wider work to 
embed sustainable procurement into policy strategy and systems, Scottish Government have offered 
to work with the Scottish Fair Trade Forum to promote fair and ethical trading. 

Health and Social Care 

Patrick Harvie (Glasgow) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government when it will 
publish its response to the review, Recovery - Opioid Replacement Therapies in Scotland. 

 

Holding answer issued: 18 November 2013 (S4W-17912) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Scottish Government will provide its formal response to the report of 
the independent expert group on opiate replacement therapies at a Scottish Parliamentary debate on 
28 November 2013. 

Learning and Justice 

Mark McDonald (Aberdeen Donside) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
how its play strategy supports the development of opportunities for disabled children. 

 (S4O-2611) 

Aileen Campbell: Scotland’s national Play Strategy sets out the Scottish Government’s vision for 
Scotland to be the best place to grow up. The vision aims to improve play experiences for all children. 

 

Duncan McNeil (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
when the Cabinet Secretary for Justice last met the chief executive of the Scottish Court Service and 
what was discussed. 

 (S4O-2621) 

Roseanna Cunningham: The Cabinet Secretary for Justice meets the chief executive of the 
Scottish Court Service regularly. The last formal meeting was on 2 October, when he was given an 
update on SCS plans. 

 



Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many dog attacks have been (a) reported to and (b) investigated by the 
police in each year since 1999. 

 (S4W-18116) 

Kenny MacAskill: The police recorded crime data collected centrally is based on an aggregate 
return from each of the eight legacy police forces in Scotland. As such, it is not possible to identify 
whether offences recorded by the police involve dog attacks. Depending on the severity of the attack, 
attacks on persons by dogs could be recorded as an offence under the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 
Section 3 or the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 Section 49, or as an assault. 

I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-18117 on 21 November 2013, which relates to 
the number of offences involving dangerous dogs. All answers to written parliamentary questions are 
available on the Parliament’s website, the search facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many suspected dangerous dogs have been (a) reported to and (b) 
investigated by the police in each year since 1999. 

Holding answer issued: 20 November 2013 (S4W-18117) 

Kenny MacAskill: Offences involving dangerous dogs recorded by the police in Scotland, 1998-99 
to 2012-13 

Year Dangerous Dogs, 
Failure to Control, 

Supervise, 
Destroy

1,2 

Failure to keep dogs under 
proper control, 

contravention of an order
3 

Dogs bred 
for fighting

4 
Total 

1998-99 669 187 8 856 

1999-00 490 239 16 729 

2000-01 397 257 17 654 

2001-02 330 284 16 614 

2002-03 355 360 8 715 

2003-04 403 433 13 836 

2004-05 529 618 16 1,147 

2005-06 531 517 19 1,048 

2006-07 532 623 21 1,155 

2007-08 557 587 13 1,144 

2008-09 567 604 25 1,171 

2009-10 624 653 32 1,277 

2010-11 624 668 29 1,292 

2011-12
 

236 941 11 1,177 

2012-13 67 945 13 1,012 

Source: Justice Analytical Services, Scottish Government. 
Notes: 
1. Dangerous Dogs, Failure to Control, Supervise, Destroy consists of offences under the Civic 
Government (Scotland) Act 1982 Section 49. 
2. Most dangerous dogs are now dealt with directly by local authorities following the introduction of the 
Control of Dogs (Scotland) Act 2010, implemented in February 2011. The authority will consider 
issuing a dog control notice when a dog has been out of control. 
3. Failure to keep dogs under proper control, and contravention of destruction or disqualification 
orders consists of offences under the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 Sections 3 and 4.  
4. Dogs bred for fighting consists of offences under the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 Sections 1 and 2. 

The information requested regarding police investigations is not held centrally. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Nanette Milne (North East Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many offences have been committed in Scotland in the last three years 
under section 3 of the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991. 

 (S4W-18166) 

Kenny MacAskill: The following table shows the number of offences involving dangerous dogs 
recorded under Sections 3 and 4 of the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991. The police recorded crime data 
collected centrally is based on aggregate returns, and as such, it is not possible to separate out those 
offences recorded under Section 3. 

Offences Involving Dangerous Dogs, 2010-11 to 2012-13 

  
Failure to keep dogs under proper 
control, contravention of an order

1
 

2010-11 668 

2011-12 941 

2012-13 945 

Source: Justice Analytical Services, Scottish Government. 
Note: 1. Failure to keep dogs under proper control, and contravention of destruction or disqualification 
orders consists of offences under the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 Sections 3 and 4. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many racially motivated crimes and offences were 
recorded in the Scottish Borders and what the conviction rate was, in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-18171) 

Kenny MacAskill: The following table shows the number of crimes and offences recorded by the 
police as part of racist incidents in the Scottish Borders, from 2007-08 to 2011-12. 

Crimes and Offences Recorded by the Police as Part of Racist Incidents, Scottish Borders, 2007-08 
to 2011-12 

 Year Number of 
crimes/ 
offences 

2007-08 49 

2008-09 54 

2009-10 44 

2010-11 44 

2011-12 32 

Source: Scottish Government Racist Incidents dataset. 

The statistical bulletin Racist Incidents Recorded by the Police in Scotland, 2012-13 is scheduled for 
publication by the Scottish Government on 10 December 2013. 

The following table shows the number of people proceeded against, convicted and the conviction 
rate in the Scottish Borders for a crime where a racial aggravator was recorded, 2007-08 to 2011-12. 

Persons Proceeded Against, Persons Convicted and Conviction Rate for Crimes Where Racial 
Aggravator was Recorded, Scottish Borders, 2007-08 to 2011-12 

Financial 
year 

Proceedings Convictions % 

2007-08 17 13 76 

2008-09 11 11 100 

2009-10 5 5 100 

2010-11 10 9 90 

2011-12 12 11 92 

Source: Scottish Government Court Proceedings Database. 



Where a person is proceeded against for more than one crime or offence in a single set of 
proceedings, analysis of sentencing outcomes are based on the main charge. The main charge is the 
one receiving the severest penalty if one or more charges are proved. The data referred to above 
therefore only includes people convicted of an offence where the racial aggravation has been applied 
to the main charge. This will therefore be an undercount of the true number of charges proved with a 
racial aggravator recorded. 

Data on convictions and crime data are not comparable for a number of reasons. Convictions data is 
based on numbers of individual people proceeded against in court, while crime data is a count of 
individual crimes and offences recorded by the police. A single crime or offence recorded by the police 
may have more than one perpetrator, or alternatively, an individual may be the perpetrator of several 
cases of the same crime. 

Additionally, there is the possibility that the crime or offence recorded by the police may be altered in 
the course of judicial proceedings, while a crime or offence may be recorded by the police in one year 
and court proceedings not concluded until a later year. Crimes and offences alleged to have been 
committed by children under 16 years old are also generally dealt with through the children’s hearings 
system rather than through the courts. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many police (a) officers and (b) staff have been based in 
the Scottish Borders in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-18172) 

Kenny MacAskill: In advance of reform the Scottish Government collected the number of police 
officers and police staff at legacy force level. The Scottish Government does not hold these data 
below legacy police force level. 

The Scottish Government reports on its commitment to provide 1,000 extra police officers in the 
Police Officer Quarterly Strength Statistics Scotland statistical series, providing the total number of 
police officers employed by the eight legacy police forces, available via the following web link:  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/PublicationPoliceStrength. 

Further data on the number of police officers and police staff employed by the eight legacy forces 
can be found in Scottish Policing Performance Framework Annual reports, available via the following 
web link: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/PoliceSPPF. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many registered sex offenders there have been in 
Scottish Borders communities in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-18173) 

Kenny MacAskill: Information on the number of registered sex offenders in the eight legacy police 
force areas for the last five years, is available in Table 5.4.1 of the Scottish Policing Performance 
Framework Annual Report 2012-13. This is available via the following link: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/PoliceSPPF. 

The Scottish Borders span the two legacy force areas of Lothian and Borders and Dumfries and 
Galloway, and statistics for each of those areas will include sex offenders from Scottish Borders 
communities. Figures for the Scottish Borders alone are not held centrally. 

The management of sex offenders in Scotland is more stringent than ever with significant powers for 
law enforcement agencies including a disclosure scheme surveillance, electronic tagging, curfews and 
prohibitions on movement. We are also currently consulting on options for use of the latest satellite 
GPS technology which would make monitoring these individuals even more effective. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what information it has on what percentage of residents of the 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/PublicationPoliceStrength
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/PoliceSPPF
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/PoliceSPPF


Scottish Borders was (a) satisfied and (b) dissatisfied with the way in which police dealt with an 
incident that they reported, in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-18174) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government does not hold these data below legacy police force 
level. Section 1.3 of the Scottish Policing Performance Framework Annual Report 2012-13 provides 
legacy police force level statistics on the public’s satisfaction with the way the police dealt with an 
incident that they reported. 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/PoliceSPPF. 

Police performance reporting is now a matter for the Scottish Police Authority and Police Scotland. 
Working with partners, the SPA is now developing a new national framework for monitoring and 
managing the performance of policing in Scotland. 

 

John Lamont (Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many emergency response incidents were recorded in 
the Scottish Borders in each of the last three years, and what the average response time was, in 
seconds. 

 (S4W-18175) 

Kenny MacAskill: The Scottish Government does not hold these data below legacy police force 
level. Section 1.6 of the Scottish Policing Performance Framework Annual Report 2012-13 provides 
legacy police force level statistics on how many emergency response were recorded and the average 
response time of the legacy forces. 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/PoliceSPPF. 

Police performance reporting is now a matter for the Scottish Police Authority and Police Scotland. 
Working with partners, the SPA is now developing a new national framework for monitoring and 
managing the performance of policing in Scotland. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what involvement it has in the appointment of the chair of the regional college board covering the 
Highlands and Islands and whether the public appointment process will apply. 

 (S4W-18181) 

Michael Russell: Under the Post-16 Education (Scotland) Act 2013, the University of the Highlands 
and Islands (UHI) will be the regional strategic body for the Highlands and Islands region. In its related 
Working Group report, UHI proposed that it would establish a committee to undertake this function. 

Ministers have no powers to make appointments to the University or any of its committees and a 
public appointment process will not therefore apply in this region. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
how the Scottish Funding Council will determine the funding allocation for (a) higher and (b) further 
education in the Highlands and Islands. 

 (S4W-18182) 

Michael Russell: The funding of individual colleges and universities is a matter for the Scottish 
Funding Council, and I have asked its chief executive to write to the member. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its plans are in respect of any financial surplus held by a college. 

 (S4W-18184) 

Michael Russell: Work on the reclassification of colleges as Central Government Bodies is 
overseen by the Scottish Funding Council (SFC). The SFC’s primary focus is to allow college reserves 
and surpluses to continue to be deployed for the benefit of the sector. 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/PoliceSPPF
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice/PoliceSPPF


 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government 
what the basis is of its new methodology for funding college places and when it will be (a) finalised 
and (b) published. 

 (S4W-18185) 

Michael Russell: I have asked the Scottish Funding Council to develop a simplified and needs-
based approach to funding. The SFC is working closely with the college sector to agree the model and 
its implementation. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

Lewis Macdonald (North East Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what ministerial engagements the First Minister carried out in the City of Aberdeen in the period 14 to 
18 June 2013 and, as specified in section 9.20 of the Scottish Ministerial Code, on what date(s) the 
constituency and regional members for the area were informed of these. 

 

Holding answer issued: 10 September 2013 (S4W-16703) 

Fiona Hyslop: The First Minister undertook one ministerial engagement, in Aberdeen, in this period. 
On Monday 17 June he announced that the Scottish Government would donate £100,000 to the 
Pound for Piper Memorial Trust to help maintain a memorial garden to the victims of the Piper Alpha 
disaster, at the memorial garden in Hazlehead Park. The event was trailed in the Press & Journal the 
morning of 17 June, further details of this engagement can be found online here: 
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Piper-Alpha-anniversary-commemorations-172.aspx. 

It is routine for the Scottish Government to inform constituency and regional MSPs, in line with 
section 9.20 of the Ministerial Code, prior to ministerial engagements. In this case no record of a 
ministerial notification is held by the Scottish Government which may be down to an administrative 
error. 

 

Willie Rennie (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish 
Government what Gini indices for inequality in the UK and China it used to inform the First Minister’s 
speech at Tsinghua University in China on 5 November 2013. 

 (S4W-18189) 

Fiona Hyslop: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-18191 on 19 November 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Tavish Scott (Shetland Islands) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask the Scottish Government, 
further to the answer to question S4W-14981 by Humza Yousaf on 31 May 2013, whether it has since 
taken steps to raise the issue of the poet, Mohamed al-Ajami, with the Qatari authorities. 

 (S4W-18244) 

Humza Yousaf: As stated in the Scottish Government’s International Framework we will raise 
human rights where and when appropriate. I raised issues relating to freedom of artistic expression 
and human rights during my recent brief visit to Qatar. No specific cases were mentioned on this 
occasion. 

The following question received a holding answer: 

S4W-18140 

http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Piper-Alpha-anniversary-commemorations-172.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx

