
Monday 25 November 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Enterprise and Environment 

John Wilson (Central Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it is planning a promotional campaign for credit unions and, if so, what the nature of the 
campaign will be; what budget has been allocated; what organisations (a) it will consult and (b) will 
benefit, and which media outlets it will use. 

 (S4W-18304) 

John Swinney: The Scottish Government launched its ‘12 days of Debtmas’ campaign on 18 
November 2013. The aim of the campaign is to help alleviate debt by raising awareness of credit 
unions as one alternative to pay day loans in the run up to the festive period. 

The campaign combines radio advertising with social media. A press campaign undertaken by the 
Daily Record also highlights the risk of pay day loans, including case studies of people affected by 
high interest lending, and promoting credit unions as ethical, sensible alternatives in the lead up to 
Christmas. 

This campaign is part of the ‘Financial Health Service’ concept, much of which will be delivered 
through the Bankruptcy and Debt Advice (Scotland) Bill 2013. Credit unions, in addition to being one 
affordable alternative to loans which may be undertaken at greater risk, such as pay day loans, can 
have a wider role in promoting financial capability and encouraging people to save. 

Details of the costs of the campaign will be published at the end of the financial year, alongside 
results of the campaign. This is primarily because we gain additional value from commercial 
partnerships and stakeholders, and public relations opportunities throughout the duration of the 
campaign. The campaign is a new initiative, requiring some investment, and assets will be used over 
coming years to deliver value for money longer term. 

The Association of British Credit Unions was involved in the development of the campaign and is 
supportive of its aims. The campaign is not designed to benefit credit unions or any specific credit 
union and its aim is to promote understanding of what may be more affordable or ethical sources of 
credit. The people of Scotland will benefit through greater awareness of alternatives to high interest 
credit. 

Health and Social Care 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many adverse 
reports it has received of women who received transvaginal mesh implants having been affected by 
other ailments as a consequence. 

 (S4W-18270) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government has received a number of letters raising issues relating to 
transvaginal mesh implant surgery. Where concerns on potential adverse events have been raised, 
those raising the concerns have been asked to report these to the Medicines and Healthcare Products 
Regulatory Agency and NHS National Services Scotland’s Incident Reporting and Investigation Centre 
who have responsibility for incidents relating to medical devices. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether it will compel 
doctors and consultants to report adverse incidents arising from transvaginal mesh implants. 

 (S4W-18272) 

Alex Neil: The reporting of adverse events is voluntary, although clinicians are encouraged to report 
incidents, which is also a requirement set out in Good Medical Practice, guidance for doctors from the 
General Medical Council. We will work with the Scottish Association of Medical Directors to identify 
barriers to reporting amongst Scottish clinicians so that we can find ways of increasing notification. 

Adverse incidents concerning medical devices in Scotland should be reported to the Incident 
Reporting and Investigation Centre at Health Facilities Scotland (HFS), which is part of NHS National 



Services Scotland, as well as the Medicines and Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency (MHRA). 
HFS liaises closely with the MHRA, notifying it of each adverse incident reported in Scotland and the 
results of any investigation. 

In September 2013, Healthcare Improvement Scotland published its document Learning from 
adverse events through reporting and review: a national framework for NHSScotland. The work on 
adverse events, commissioned by the Scottish Government, provides a framework to support NHS 
boards to standardise the processes of managing adverse events across NHSScotland. The 
framework aims to help ensure that there is a common approach to the identification, reporting and 
review of adverse events and the dissemination of best practice across the NHS in Scotland. It has 
been produced following consultation and engagement with NHS boards, clinicians, patients and a 
number of national organisations. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what treatments are 
available to remove transvaginal mesh implants. 

 (S4W-18276) 

Alex Neil: The treatments available to remove transvaginal mesh implants are surgical procedures. 
These procedures need to be considered on an individual basis. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what alternative 
treatments there are to removing transvaginal mesh implants for (a) pelvic organ prolapse and (b) 
stress urinary incontinence. 

 (S4W-18277) 

Alex Neil: The treatment options for the removal of transvaginal mesh implants should be viewed on 
an individual basis. The duty of care for offering the appropriate treatment lies with individual NHS 
boards, offered through their clinicians in consultation with patients. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in light of the Scottish 
Public Services Ombudsman's ruling in 2009 on a patient given a transvaginal mesh implant without 
proper consent, what steps it has taken to ensure that people have been given enough information to 
enable them to give informed consent. 

 (S4W-18278) 

Alex Neil: The Patient Rights (Scotland) Act 2011 aims to improve patients’ experience of using 
health services and to support people to become more involved in their health and health care. The 
act, which reinforces the Scottish Public Services Ombudsman’s recommendations, made provision 
for: 

Health care Principles (included in http://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/mels/CEL2012_07.pdf) that must be 
upheld by everyone involved in the delivery of NHS services in Scotland and this includes 
communication and patient participation; 

The Charter of Patient Rights and Responsibilities explains the patient’s rights in relation to 
communication and participation. The supporting patient information leaflet on communication and 
participation is available at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0040/00407729.pdf;  

Information for staff on the Act developed by NHS Education Scotland is available at: 
http://www.knowledge.scot.nhs.uk/making-a-difference/making-a-difference/patient-rights-scotland-
act-2011.aspx. 

NHS boards provide information services, including directing patients to the leaflets of professional 
organisations such as The British Society of Urogynaecology and The British Association of Urological 
Surgeons to provide the required information to make an informed consent. 

 

Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what instructions it 
gave to NHS boards on the use of transvaginal mesh implants following the ruling by the Scottish 
Public Sector Ombudsman in 2009 relating to consent. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2011/5/schedule
http://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/mels/CEL2012_07.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Health/Policy/undefined
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0040/00407729.pdf
http://www.knowledge.scot.nhs.uk/making-a-difference/making-a-difference/patient-rights-scotland-act-2011.aspx
http://www.knowledge.scot.nhs.uk/making-a-difference/making-a-difference/patient-rights-scotland-act-2011.aspx


 (S4W-18279) 

Alex Neil: No specific instruction was given to NHS boards on the use of transvaginal mesh 
implants. NHS boards have a duty of care towards their patients which includes providing appropriate 
information to allow informed consents to be made. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what it is doing to recruit GPs in remote and rural areas. 

 (S4W-18309) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government continues to promote a range of initiatives to support GPs 
working in remote and rural areas. These include the Remote and Rural Fellowship Scheme for newly 
qualified GPs and the Remote and Rural Healthcare Educational Alliance. 

The Scottish Government is also supporting NHS Highland to develop and test a range of innovative 
ways of delivering healthcare in rural areas of Scotland. This will involve exploring approaches to 
building sustainable health and care services with all key stakeholders including local communities. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many GP vacancies there are in each NHS board area. 

 (S4W-18310) 

Alex Neil: The information requested is not held centrally as this is a matter for individual GP 
contractors as employers. GP practices are mostly all independent contractors who are free to decide 
(within the context of the services they must provide under contract with boards) exactly how they set 
up their operations in terms of employing staff whilst how NHS boards organise the provision of GP 
services is an operational matter for the board to determine, based on an assessment of local needs. 

The Primary Care Workforce Survey 2013, a survey of Scottish general practices and GP out of 
hours services was published on 24 September 2013 and provides a “snapshot” of vacancies. The 
report is available on the Information Services Division of National Services Scotland website at: 
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/General-Practice/Publications/2013-09-24/2013-09-24-
PCWS-Report.pdf. 

Learning and Justice 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how many students from further education colleges have articulated into second 
or third year university courses in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-18313) 

Michael Russell: The latest data on students in higher education institutions in Scotland are the 
Higher Education Statistics Agency data for 2011-12. 

Table 1 shows the number of UK-domiciled students who have articulated from college into the 
second or third year of a first degree course at a Scottish higher education institution in each of the 
last five academic years for which data are available. 

Table 1: UK-domiciled students entering first degree courses at the Scottish higher education 
institutions in the second or third year, 2007-08 to 2011-12. 

 
Articulating from College: 

2007-08 1,375 

2008-09 1,770 

2009-10 2,335 

2010-11 2,480 

2011-12 2,935 

Source: Higher Education Statistics Agency. 
Notes: Data rounded to the nearest five. 

 

http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/General-Practice/Publications/2013-09-24/2013-09-24-PCWS-Report.pdf
http://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/General-Practice/Publications/2013-09-24/2013-09-24-PCWS-Report.pdf


Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government whether any full-time 
Scotland-domiciled undergraduate students studying in the UK with a declared household income 
under £35,000 and receiving support from the Student Awards Agency for Scotland (SAAS) in 2012-
13 were not in receipt of any income-assessed bursary and, if so, how many and for what reason they 
did not receive a bursary. 

 (S4W-18321) 

Michael Russell: In 2012-13 there were 4,376 students not in receipt of a bursary in the household 
income brackets of £0-£35,000. The main reason for this is due to previous study rules. Students who 
may have been repeating a year on academic grounds and those that were undertaking second 
degrees were not eligible for bursary or tuition fee support. However, they could apply for student 
loans so provided their household income details to SAAS. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many full-time 
Scotland-domiciled undergraduate students studying in Scotland in 2012-13 and supported by the 
Student Awards Agency for Scotland were classified as independent for the purposes of assessing 
household income but were eligible for a young student bursary, and which groups of students fell into 
this category. 

 (S4W-18322) 

Michael Russell: In 2012-13, some categories of independent student were eligible to receive a 
young student bursary. These were: 

 
Students under 25 with a child, students permanently estranged from their parents, students who 

turn 25 during their course, young students who married or moved in with a partner during their course 
and young orphaned students. It is not possible to identify the number of students that fall into all 
these categories. 

 
 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how much the 
Student Awards Agency Scotland spent through disabled students allowance in (a) 2011-12 and (b) 
2012-13 on travel costs and how much of this would previously have been met through the separate 
grant for travel expenses. 

 (S4W-18323) 

Michael Russell: The Students Awards Agency Scotland (SAAS) spent £573,852 on travel costs 
through Disabled Students’ Allowance in 2012-13. This represents 194 students. SAAS do not hold 
the equivalent information for 2011-12 and it is not possible, from the information held, to identify how 
much of this would previously have been met through the travel expenses grant. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how many people 
claimed disabled students allowance in (a) 2011-12 and (b) 2012-13 for travel costs only. 

 (S4W-18324) 

Michael Russell: The Students Awards Agency Scotland (SAAS) paid Disabled Students Allowance 
for travel costs only to 16 students in 2012-13. SAAS do not hold this information for 2011-12. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government on what basis it 
entitled its news release of 1 November 2013 on college mergers College mergers will boost 
employment. 

 (S4W-18327) 

Michael Russell: The release makes clear the new colleges are of considerable scale and ambition, 
responsible for meeting the needs of learners and employers in their region. We expect regional 
curricula to align to industry needs and to provide enhanced opportunities for learners to develop the 
skills employers need. That, in turn, will improve productivity, support growth and boost employment. 



 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the Student 
Awards Agency for Scotland per capita tuition fee payment for degree-level study has been in each 
year from 2002-03 and will be in 2013-14. 

 (S4W-18328) 

Michael Russell: The average tuition fee payment per year can be found at Table 1 of The 
Statistics Publication Notice Higher Education Student Support in Scotland 2012-13. Table 1 can be 
accessed at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/10/1120/6. 

 

Kezia Dugdale (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what the Student 
Awards Agency for Scotland per capita tuition fee payment for degree-level study will be in 2014-15. 

 (S4W-18329) 

Michael Russell: The tuition fee level for 2014-15 has yet to be agreed. 

Transport Scotland 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how long it will take from application by local authorities to the issuing of orders 
decriminalising parking enforcement. 

 (S4W-18311) 

Keith Brown: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-18312 on 25 November 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Mary Scanlon (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what assistance it can provide to local authorities planning for alternative 
delivery of the traffic warden provision in light of Police Scotland's decision to cease this function. 

 (S4W-18312) 

Keith Brown: On 22 November 2013, Transport Scotland hosted a workshop with local authorities 
to discuss the future delivery of parking enforcement. This set out a number of actions which included 
how best to compress the timescale for local authorities seeking to move towards decriminalised 
parking enforcement. 

 

The following questions received holding answers: 

S4W-18216 
S4W-18221 
S4W-18222 
S4W-18223 
S4W-18225 
S4W-18250 
S4W-18251 
S4W-18252 
S4W-18280 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/10/1120/6
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx

