
Tuesday 26 November 2013 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

Health and Social Care 

 Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what its position is on the variation in funding for homeopathy services across 
NHS boards. 

 (S4W-18299) 

Alex Neil: The Scottish Government recognises that some complementary and alternative 
treatments may offer relief to some people living with a wide variety of long term conditions. It is for 
individual NHS boards to decide what alternative therapies they make available based on the needs of 
their resident populations, in line with national guidance. We expect boards to ensure that people 
receive the appropriate care that meets the totality of their needs and that this care is person-centred, 
safe and effective. 

 

Jackson Carlaw (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether it considers that the NHS should provide funding for homeopathic 
services. 

 (S4W-18300) 

Alex Neil: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-18299 on 26 November 2013. All 
answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Jayne Baxter (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
consideration it gave to children’s rights in drawing up the Public Bodies (Joint Working) (Scotland) 
Bill. 

 (S4W-18338) 

Alex Neil: The Public Bodies (Joint Working) (Scotland) Bill provides the framework for the 
integration of adult health and social care. The Bill provides for the inclusion of other services such as 
children’s health and social care services, where health boards and local authorities agree to do so. 
Should local authorities and health boards decide to delegate children’s health and social care 
services in their integrated arrangements, then the duties and requirements of the Children and Young 
People (Scotland) Bill will apply. The Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill will make an explicit 
duty on Scottish Ministers to consider and report on children’s rights and proposes introducing a 
number of measures to strengthen policy and practice in relation to children's rights. It places a duty 
on both local authorities and health boards, amongst others, to report on what they are doing to further 
children's rights within their areas of responsibility. 

 

Jayne Baxter (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
consideration it has given to how children’s services would interact with the new structures proposed 
in the Public Bodies (Joint Working) (Scotland) Bill. 

 (S4W-18339) 

Alex Neil: The Public Bodies (Joint Working) (Scotland) Bill provides a framework for the integration 
of health and social care services specifically, whilst the Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill 
requires planning for children’s services across the whole range of public bodies. The Public Bodies 
(Joint Working) (Scotland) Bill will only require the integration of adult health and social care services. 
Should local authorities and health boards decide to include children’s health and social care services 
in their integrated arrangements, the planning requirements of the Public Bodies (Joint Working) 
(Scotland) Bill will feed into developing the plans required of the Children and Young People 
(Scotland) Bill. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


Jayne Baxter (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it (a) will provide an update on the implementation of the community nursing workload 
measurement tool and (b) can provide information on what the average caseload is for health visitors 
dealing with 0 to 5-year-olds. 

 (S4W-18343) 

Alex Neil: All NHS boards have been mandated to use the nursing and midwifery workload and 
workforce planning tools to inform nursing and midwifery workforce planning. The community nursing 
workload assessment tool became available for use by NHS boards in May 2012. It is for NHS boards 
to decide when to apply the tools according to their local processes and to decide how and when to 
implement the outputs of the tools. NHS boards will be expected to provide information on how it has 
applied the tools in its local delivery plan. 

Data on the average caseload of health visitors is not held centrally. Work is currently being 
undertaken by the Children, Young People and Families Nursing Advisory Group to review Scotland’s 
health visiting capacity. This group will develop a weighting tool to provide NHS boards with guidance 
on numbers of health visitors and optimal caseload size. 

Learning and Justice 

 Siobhan McMahon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
songs are prohibited under the Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications 
(Scotland) Act 2012. 

Holding answer issued: 20 November 2013 (S4W-18122) 

Roseanna Cunningham: I refer the member to my response of 28 May 2013 to her letter asking 
about a list of unacceptable songs, which confirmed that there is no prescribed list of prohibited songs 
contained within the Act. 

I have placed a copy of this response in the Scottish Parliament’s Information Centre (SPICe) 
(Reference No: 55458). 

 

Dennis Robertson (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it plans to make non-emergency calls from both landlines and mobiles to 101 
numbers free of charge. 

 (S4W-18281) 

Kenny MacAskill: The operation of the 101 emergency number is a matter for Police Scotland. 
However the Scottish Government has been made aware that the projected annual cost of running the 
101 emergency number is in the region of £54,000.  

101 will replace all of the legacy telephone numbers and it is estimated that overall, the introduction 
of this single emergency number will be cost neutral. 

 

Chic Brodie (South Scotland) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many pupils have studied Mandarin in each of the last five years. 

 (S4W-18335) 

Alasdair Allan: We do not have data to show how many pupils have studied Mandarin in each of 
the last few years due to the huge variety in the forms of study of Mandarin from taster and cultural 
classes to courses aimed at pupils sitting national qualifications. However, data for national 
qualifications show an increasing trend in popularity. The Scottish Qualifications Authority data for 
Chinese language entries to qualifications for all Scottish publicly funded schools (where a result or 
certificate was achieved) shows entries of 14 in 2008-09, 145 in 2009-10, 137 in 2010-11, 200 in 
2011-12 and 224 in 2012-13. 

 

Jayne Baxter (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
consideration it has given to the implications of any interaction between the children’s services 
planning processes proposed in the Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill and the provisions in 



the (a) Social Care (Self-directed Support) (Scotland) Act 2013 and (b) proposed Community 
Empowerment and Renewal Bill. 

 (S4W-18341) 

Aileen Campbell: The delivery of health services to children and young people will be a key 
element in the development of children’s services plans, which is why health boards will have joint 
responsibility for children’s services plans. The Scottish Government’s national self-directed support 
strategy and the accompanying draft statutory guidance, makes clear that health services need to be 
an integral part of the overall effort to increase self-directed support. 

At the same time, Community Planning Partnerships (CPPs) are expected to develop and deliver 
shared strategic plans for improving outcomes on priorities that are based on the needs of their 
communities, including children and young people. Our proposals for the Community Empowerment 
(Scotland) Bill will put CPPs and their responsibilities on a statutory basis for the first time, and will 
place new duties on partner bodies, including local authorities and health boards, so that CPPs can 
fulfil their responsibilities. The proposed children's services plans will set out more detailed 
arrangements on how CPP priorities can be achieved with respect to the provision of services with a 
significant impact on the wellbeing of children in each local authority area. 

 

Alison Johnstone (Lothian) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish Government what 
information it has on how many (a) primary and (b) secondary schools have achieved a UNICEF 
Rights Respecting Schools Award and what percentage of such schools this represents. 

 (S4W-18355) 

Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Government does not hold any information on how many schools 
achieve a UNICEF Rights Respecting Schools Award as this is a UNICEF led programme. The 
Scottish Government is working with Education Scotland on developing a professional development 
resource to raise awareness of Children’s Rights entitled ‘Recognising and Realising Children’s 
Rights’ which will be available to all schools.  

 

Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what discussions it has had with the Scottish Qualifications Authority regarding 
introducing a learning scheme similar to that offered by the Nisai Virtual Academy in England. 

 (S4W-18364) 

Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Government has not had discussions with the Scottish Qualifications 
Authority on this issue. Scottish Government officials met with Nisai academy representatives and 
provided information on the steps Nisai may wish to consider if they were to develop their business in 
Scotland. 

Strategy and External Affairs 

 Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the Minister for Commonwealth Games and Sport will meet Sri Lankan 
Government ministers or officials during her visit to that country. 

 (S4W-18350) 

Shona Robison: The Minister for Commonwealth Games and Sport attended a number of meetings 
and events in Sri Lanka organised as part of the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting. 
During her visit she briefed the Sri Lankan Sports Minister about Scotland and Glasgow’s preparations 
for hosting the games. Ms Robison also had a short impromptu meeting with the Sri Lankan Minister 
for Investment in the margins of the Commonwealth Business Forum where they discussed the 
activities of Scottish higher education institutions in Sri Lanka and opportunities in the renewables 
sector. 

Throughout her visit Ms Robison emphasised that Glasgow 2014 is being delivered in line with 
Commonwealth Games values. In her speech at a sports breakfast hosted by the Commonwealth 
Games Federation on 16 November 2013, the minister made clear that the Commonwealth Games 
values of humanity, equality and destiny are universal, cherished in Scotland, and that the Scottish 



Government expects all participating nations to reflect on these essential rights and values as they 
prepare to compete in the Glasgow Games. 

 

Patricia Ferguson (Glasgow Maryhill and Springburn) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether the Minister for Commonwealth Games and Sport will raise human rights issues 
during her visit to Sri Lanka. 

 (S4W-18351) 

Shona Robison: I refer the member to the answer to question S4W-18350 on 26 November 2013. 

The Scottish Government condemns human rights abuses wherever they occur. The Scottish 
Government uses its international engagement activity to help increase respect for, and understanding 
of human rights, and is committed to raising concern if and where appropriate and in a diplomatic and 
culturally sensitive manner. 

The minister was briefed by Amnesty International in advance of her visit and will have a follow up 
meeting in the coming weeks. 

All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the Parliament’s website, the search 
facility for which can be found at: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx. 

 

Strategy and External Affairs 

 Bruce Crawford (Stirling) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government what it is 
doing to ensure that the people of Scotland have the information they need to make an informed 
decision in the referendum on independence on 18 September 2014. 

 (S4W-18555) 

Nicola Sturgeon: I am pleased to announce that we are publishing today, our guide to 
independence, Scotland’s Future – Your Guide to An Independent Scotland. This is a detailed and 
comprehensive blueprint for independence, and sets out the benefits and opportunities of having 
decisions made here in Scotland, for Scotland. 

Members will be able to obtain copies in SPICe from 10.00am. They will also be able to access it 
online from 10.10 am. at: www.scotreferendum.com. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.scotreferendum.com/

