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CITY OF EDINBURGH COUNCIL (PORTOBELLO PARK) BILL COMMITTEE 
 

AGENDA 
 

1st Meeting, 2013 (Session 4) 
 

Wednesday 19 June 2013 
 
The Committee will meet at 10.00 am in Committee Room 5. 
 
1. Declarations: Members of the Committee will be invited to declare any relevant 

interests, and to make a declaration under Rule 9A.5.4A. 
 
2. Choice of Convener: The Committee will choose its Convener. 
 
3. Choice of Deputy Convener: The Committee will choose its Deputy Convener. 
 
4. Decision on taking business in private: The Committee will decide whether 

to take item 6 in private. 
 
5. City of Edinburgh Council (Portobello Park) Bill - witness expenses: The 

Committee will be invited to delegate to the Convener responsibility for 
arranging for the SPCB to pay, under Rule 12.4.3, any expenses of witnesses 
on the Bill. 

 
6. City of Edinburgh Council (Portobello Park) Bill: The Committee will 

consider its approach to the scrutiny of the Bill at Preliminary Stage. 
 
 

Mary Dinsdale 
Clerk to the City of Edinburgh Council (Portobello Park) Bill Committee 

Room T2.60  
The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 
Tel: 0131 348 5209 

Email: private.bills@scottish.parliament.uk 
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CITY OF EDINBURGH COUNCIL (PORTOBELLO PARK) BILL COMMITTEE 
 

1st Meeting, 2013 (Session 4), Wednesday 19 June 2013 
 

Declarations at first meeting 
 
 
Introduction 
 
1. It is established practice with all new committees to invite members, at the first 

Committee meeting, to make an initial declaration of any interests which are 
relevant to the remit of the Committee.   
 

2. In addition, members of newly-established Private Bill Committees are required to 
make a declaration to act impartially, under Rule 9A.5.4A.  

 
Declaration of interests  
 
Declarable interests 
 
3. If a member has a registrable interest in any category of the register (apart from 

the voluntary category), this is also potentially a declarable interest.  Declaring 
relevant interests before participating in Parliamentary proceedings is a statutory 
requirement under the Interests of Members of the Scottish Parliament Act 2006 
and failure to do so is a breach of the Code of Conduct and also a criminal 
offence. 
 

4. Section 3 (Volume 2) of the Code of Conduct for MSPs explains in detail the rules 
on declaration of interests and more guidance is also available in Volume 3, 
Section 3. 

 
5. It is the responsibility of the individual Member to be aware of the rules on the 

declaration of interests and to judge whether a registered interest is sufficiently 
relevant to particular proceedings to require a declaration.  The Standards Clerks 
can provide further advice on this.   

 
Declaration at first committee meeting 
 
6. At the first Committee meeting, all members will be invited to declare any 

registrable interests which are relevant to the remit of this Committee.  The 
declaration can be brief but should be sufficiently informative to enable a listener 
to understand the nature of the Member’s interest.  It is not sufficient simply to 
refer to the register entry but nor is it necessary to rehearse all the details 
of an interest as it appears in the Register.   

 
7. If Members have any questions about what might constitute a declarable interest, 

they can contact the Committee clerks prior to the meeting. The Standards Clerks 
are also happy to provide advice. 
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Declaration at subsequent committee meetings 
 
8. Members are also required to declare any relevant registrable interests at 

subsequent committee meetings if they are relevant to the business under 
discussion.   Such a declaration has to be made at each meeting where it is 
relevant and before participating in those proceedings.  This allows the public 
attending or reading the report of any Committee meeting to understand the 
nature of the member’s interest. 

 
9. Although this is not a registrable interest, the Code also advises Members, as 

good practice, to declare any business or personal relationships they might have 
with any advisers or witnesses to the Committee. 
 

Declaration of impartiality 
 

10. Members of a Private Bill Committee are required to make a declaration of 
impartiality at the first meeting they attend. 
 

11. To do this, the following form of words should be used: 
 

“I declare that I will act impartially, in my capacity as a member of the City of 
Edinburgh Council (Portobello Park) Bill Committee, and will base decisions 
solely on the evidence and information provided to the Committee.” 
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CITY OF EDINBURGH COUNCIL (PORTOBELLO PARK) BILL COMMITTEE 
 

1st Meeting, 2013 (Session 4), Wednesday 19 June 2013 
 

Choice of Convener and Deputy Convener  
 
Purpose of paper 
 
1. This paper explains the procedure for choosing a Convener and Deputy 

Convener at the first meeting of the Committee. 
 
Oldest Member 
 
2. Standing Orders oblige all committees to choose a Convener at their first 

meeting. Rule 12.1.6 states that the meeting is to be chaired by the Oldest 
Committee member until a Convener is chosen. The “Oldest Committee 
Member” is defined as the oldest member of the Committee present at the 
meeting and who has indicated to the Clerk that he or she agrees to chair the 
meeting. 

 
Choice of Convener 
 
3. Following the Parliament’s agreement on 29 May 2013 to motion S4M-06760, 

establishing the Committee, members of the Scottish Labour Party are eligible 
to be chosen as Convener of the City of Edinburgh Council (Portobello Park) 
Bill Committee.  

 
4. Where only one nomination is received, members will be asked to agree to the 

appointment. In this case, there is only one member of the Scottish Labour 
Party on the Committee. 

 
5. On being chosen by the Committee, the Convener will immediately take the 

chair and will chair the rest of the meeting. 
 
Choice of Deputy Convener 
 
6. Motion S4M-06760 also stated that members of the Scottish National Party are 

eligible to be chosen as Deputy Convener of the City of Edinburgh Council 
(Portobello Park) Bill Committee. 

 
7. The procedure for choosing a Deputy Convener is the same as that for the 

Convener and will be conducted by the newly-chosen Convener. 
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   CITY OF EDINBURGH COUNCIL (PORTOBELLO PARK) BILL COMMITTEE 
 

1st Meeting, 2013 (Session 4), Wednesday 19 June 2013 
 

Background paper – Private Bill procedure 

Purpose 

1. Private Bills differ significantly from Public Bills in a number of important respects, 
and this changes the nature of the scrutiny to which they are subject.  
Understanding Private Bill procedure is therefore essential context for any Private 
Bill Committee. 

About Private Bills 

2. Most Bills considered by the Parliament are “Public Bills” which aim to change the 
public and general law in order to give effect to the policy choices of the Scottish 
Government, a committee or an individual MSP.  All Public Bills are introduced by 
an MSP (whether a Government minister, a Committee convener, or an individual 
MSP) and are subject to a 3-stage scrutiny process usually involving a number of 
different committees, together with Chamber proceedings.  The procedure for 
Public Bills is set out in Chapter 9 of standing orders. 

3. Private Bills, by contrast, are introduced by an external person or organisation – 
the promoter – in order to secure a specific departure from the general law.  A 
Private Bill, by its nature, is liable to have a direct effect on some private 
individuals, in ways that separate them out from other individuals in the same 
category or class.  Such individuals, if they consider that the Bill would affect their 
interests adversely, have the right to lodge “objections” to the Bill, and to make 
direct representations to the Parliament.   

4. Because of these differences, Private Bill procedure is governed by separate 
rules from Public Bills, and these are set out in Chapter 9A of standing orders.  
There is still a 3-stage scrutiny process, but in other respects the procedure is 
quite distinct.  The main features of the Chapter 9A process are set out below. 

Pre-introduction requirements 

5. Before a Private Bill can be introduced, the promoter must prepare a set of 
accompanying documents.  Some of these documents are similar to those 
required for a Public Bill, but additional documents are also required, in which the 
promoter is required to document certain steps that must have been taken prior 
to introduction – particularly in relation to consultation on the proposed Bill, and 
notification of those whose interests may be affected. 

6. The main accompanying documents for a Private Bill are: 

 statements on legislative competence by the Presiding Officer and the 
promoter (equivalent to the statements required for a Public Bill) 

 Explanatory Notes (equivalent to those required for a Public Bill) 



 a Promoter’s Memorandum, explaining the objectives of the Bill, what 
alternatives were considered, and the consultation undertaken (similar to 
the Policy Memorandum for a Public Bill) 

 a Promoter’s Statement, giving details of notification given to persons 
likely to be affected (depending on the nature of the Bill), advertisement of 
the Bill (in newspapers, public libraries etc.) and other procedural 
requirements. 

7. Private Bills which authorise the construction of “works”, or the compulsory 
acquisition or use of land or buildings, are subject to additional requirements – for 
example, they must be accompanied by maps, plans etc. and by an 
Environmental Statement.  However, such “works” Bills are now relatively 
uncommon, as there is an alternative mechanism under the Transport and Works 
(Scotland) Act 2007 for giving statutory authorisation for major infrastructure 
projects. 

Objections 

8. When a Private Bill is introduced, a 60-day “objection period” begins on the day 
immediately thereafter, during which any person who considers their private 
interests to be adversely affected can lodge an objection.  At the end of the 
period, a list of the people who have lodged admissible objections is printed in 
the Business Bulletin.  Objections can be to the whole Bill or to particular aspects 
of it. 

Private Bill Committees 

9. As with Public Bills, most of the detailed scrutiny is undertaken by a committee.  
However, there are various important differences: 

 Private Bill Committees are always ad hoc committees set up to scrutinise 
that particular Bill, and the existing committees have no role 

 Private Bill Committees have only three, four or five members, and there 
are rules to prevent MSPs serving on Private Bill Committees if they have 
a close connection to the area affected by the Bill or to the promoter 

 members of Private Bill Committees must make a declaration that they will 
act impartially, basing decisions solely on the evidence and information 
provided to the Committee 

 members of Private Bill Committees must normally attend every meeting, 
and committee substitutes are not permitted. 

Preliminary Stage 

10. Preliminary Stage is roughly equivalent to Stage 1 of a Public Bill.  The 
Committee takes evidence and prepares a report to the Parliament, which then 
holds a Chamber debate on the Bill, informed by the report.  The question for 



Preliminary Stage, however, is not just whether to approve the general principles 
of the Bill, but also whether the Bill should proceed as a Private Bill. 

11. For the Committee, there are three aspects to its task at Preliminary Stage: 

 taking evidence and reaching a view on whether the general principles of 
the Bill should be approved 

 reaching a view on whether the Bill should proceed as a Private Bill – 
including by satisfying itself that primary legislation is required, that the 
provision made is of a private rather than public nature, and that the pre-
introduction requirements have been carried out correctly 

 giving preliminary consideration to any objections, and rejecting any where 
(in the Committee’s view) the objector’s interests are not “clearly adversely 
affected” by the Bill. 

12. If any of the objections that pass this “clearly adversely affected” test are whole-
Bill objections, the Committee should take account of them at Preliminary Stage, 
so that the objectors’ views inform the Committee’s consideration of whether to 
recommend approval of the general principles.  (However, full consideration of 
whole-Bill objections, together with part-Bill objections, is a matter for 
Consideration Stage, under the Rules.) 
 

13. If the Parliament approves the general principles of the Bill and agrees it should 
proceed as a Private Bill, the Bill goes on to Consideration Stage; otherwise it 
falls. 

Consideration Stage 

14. Consideration Stage is roughly equivalent to Stage 2 of a Public Bill.  It is taken 
entirely by the Private Bill Committee, which has two main tasks to fulfil. 

15. The first is to give full consideration to any remaining objections.  This usually 
involves taking oral evidence from the objectors and the promoter – with the 
Committee acting in a quasi-judicial capacity as arbiter between them.  The 
Committee may, if it wishes, publish a report setting out its conclusions on the 
objections – indicating whether it upholds them in whole or in part, or rejects 
them. 

16. The second task is to consider any amendments to the Bill that may be lodged.  
Only Private Bill Committee members may lodge amendments at Consideration 
Stage, and they may include amendments to give effect to objections, or to make 
changes sought by the promoter.  The procedure for debating and disposing of 
amendments is the same as for a Public Bill. 

Final Stage 

17. Final Stage is equivalent to Stage 3 of a Public Bill.  It is taken in the Chamber 
and involves all MSPs.  It consists, first, of an opportunity to consider further 



amendments to the Bill (which may be lodged by any MSP), followed by a debate 
on a motion to pass the Bill.  
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CITY OF EDINBURGH COUNCIL (PORTOBELLO PARK) BILL COMMITTEE 
 

1st Meeting, 2013 (Session 4), Wednesday 19 June 2013 
 

Approach to the Committee’s scrutiny of the Bill  
at Preliminary Stage 

Purpose 

1. This paper— 
 sets out the purpose of the Bill;   
 outlines the Committee’s role at Preliminary Stage;  
 provides suggestions for a provisional timetable and options for the Committee’s 

work programme. 
 

What the Bill aims to do 
2. The Promoter’s Memorandum sets out the objective of the Bill as “to address the 
legal obstacle which is currently preventing the new Portobello High School being built 
on Portobello Park (“the Park”). In September 2012 the Inner House of the Court of 
Session decided that the Council could not appropriate the Park, as it is inalienable 
common good land”. 
 
3. The purpose of the Bill is “to remove this obstacle by reclassifying the Park as 
alienable common good land for the purposes of Part VI of the Local Government 
(Scotland) Act 1973 …[which] allows for such land that is vested in an authority for one 
purpose to be appropriated for another purpose. However, the change is limited so that 
it only permits the appropriation of the Park for the purposes of the Council’s education 
authority functions”.  
 
4. The change would allow the Council to use the Park as the site for a new 
Portobello High School (although the Bill does not itself authorise the construction of the 
school, which remains subject to statutory planning control). 
 
5. Current planning permission for the new school expires on 23 February 2014. 
The Council intends “to apply to renew the planning permission for the new high school 
on Portobello Park in the autumn of 2013”.   The Council believes “that the Private Bill 
process can be finished before the current planning permission expires but [they] must 
consider that it could take longer”.1 
.  
6. Further information on the background to the Bill is available on the City of 
Edinburgh Council’s website at— 
 
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20101/schools-
buildings/1951/the_city_of_edinburgh_council_portobello_park_bill 

                                            
1 http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20101/schools-buildings/2009/portobello_high_school 
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Preliminary Stage 
7. For the Committee, there are three aspects to its task at Preliminary Stage— 
 

a. taking evidence and reaching a view on whether the general principles of 
the Bill should be approved 

b. reaching a view on whether the Bill should proceed as a Private Bill – 
including by satisfying itself that primary legislation is required, that the 
provision made is of a private rather than public nature, and that the pre-
introduction requirements have been carried out correctly 

c. giving preliminary consideration to any objections, and rejecting any 
objection where the objector’s interests are, in the Committee’s view, “not 
clearly adversely affected” by the Bill. 

8. If any of the objections that pass this “clearly adversely affected” test are whole-
Bill objections, the Committee should take account of them at Preliminary Stage, so that 
the objectors’ views inform the Committee’s consideration of whether to recommend 
approval of the general principles.  However, full consideration of whole-Bill objections, 
together with part-Bill objections, is a matter for Consideration Stage, under the Rules. 
(Whole-Bill objections are against the Bill in its entirety, while part-Bill objections relate 
to specific provisions of the Bill.) 
 
Consideration of general principles 
9. In considering the general principles of the Bill, the Committee should consider 
the Bill “in the round” without focusing unduly on points of detail that are more properly a 
matter for Consideration Stage.  
 
Consideration of whether the Bill should proceed as a Private Bill 
10. The second main issue for the Committee to address in its Preliminary Stage 
report is whether the Bill should proceed as a Private Bill. This in turn involves the 
Committee satisfying itself on two points: firstly, that the Bill conforms to the definition of 
a Private Bill as set out in Rule 9A.1.1 and secondly, that the Bill’s accompanying 
documents conform to Rule 9A.2.3 and are adequate to allow proper scrutiny of the Bill 
(Rule 9A.8.3).   
 
11. On the first of these points, the Committee should establish whether the Bill 
involves obtaining for the promoter “powers or benefits in excess of or in conflict with 
the general law”.  A Bill should not proceed as a Private Bill if a statutory remedy is not 
necessary to achieve the result sought; nor should it proceed if the result sought would 
more appropriately be achieved by means of changes to the general, public law (i.e. by 
a Public rather than a Private Bill) that would give the same powers or benefits to others 
in a similar position, without the need to single out the promoter. 
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12. On the second point, the Committee should establish that each accompanying 
document meets the requirements set out in the relevant paragraph of Rule 9A.2.3, and 
that it does so in a way that is suitable for the intended purpose. For example, the 
Committee should consider whether the Explanatory Notes give sufficient information to 
explain the effect of the provisions of the Bill; and whether the Promoter’s Statement 
provides sufficient information about advertisement of the promoter’s intention to 
introduce the Bill.  
 
13. An extract of the relevant Rules is reproduced at Annexe A. 
 
Consideration of objections 
14. The third main role of the Committee at Preliminary Stage is to give preliminary 
consideration to any objections lodged, and to take into account consideration of any 
objections to the whole Bill, as they relate to the general principles of the Bill. 
 
15.   Preliminary consideration of each objection is limited to the Committee reaching 
a view on whether the objector’s interests would be clearly adversely affected by the 
Bill. If they would not, in the Committee’s opinion, it must reject the objection (Rule 
9A.8.2).  
 
16. As regards objections to specified provisions of the Bill, this is not the time to 
consider the substance of such objections (that is for Consideration Stage). However, 
for those objections (or part of objections) that relate to the whole Bill, the Committee 
will first give preliminary consideration to such objections and, if satisfied that the 
objections are based on a reasonable claim, then give detailed consideration to them in 
the context of its consideration of the general principles of the Bill.     
 
Preliminary Stage Report and Debate 
17. Once the Committee has completed its detailed consideration of the above 
issues, it will prepare a report to the Parliament in advance of the Preliminary Stage 
debate in the Chamber 

 
18. If the Parliament approves the general principles of the Bill and agrees it should 
proceed as a Private Bill, the Bill goes on to Consideration Stage; otherwise, it falls. 
 
Timetable 
19. A draft indicative timetable is provided below. It is difficult to set out definitively 
what the work programme will involve beyond September until the objection period has 
ended (24 June) and the level of objections is known.  Therefore, this can only be an 
indicative programme, the main function of which is to allow business at the 
Committee’s first meeting in September to be agreed. 
 
Evidence 
20. It is normal good practice for a Private Bill Committee to hear from the promoter 
of the Bill at its first meeting to explain what the Bill does and why it is considered 
necessary. 



   EPP/S4/13/1/4 
 

 
21.   The Committee may also wish to hear from experts in relation to key areas of 
the Bill, such as common good land, alienability, councils’ powers under the Local 
Government (Scotland) Act 1973.  In addition, the Committee may also wish to request 
written evidence in these areas, from those invited to give oral evidence, and from other 
experts. 
 
22. The Committee will wish to ensure that there is complete transparency as to 
whether any of the witnesses have had any involvement in any capacity in relation to 
the subject matter or any other aspect of the Bill and will be asked to provide a clear 
explanation of any such involvement.   

 
Provisional timetable 
 
Wednesday 11 September 

 General evidence session – promoter (City of Edinburgh Council); 
 Oral evidence session from expert(s) in areas of the Bill, such as common good 

land, alienability, councils’ powers under the Local Government (Scotland) Act 
1973; 

 Detailed work programme and timetable. 
 

Wednesday 25 September  
 Consideration of objections - preliminary consideration of any objections, and 

rejection of any objection where the objector’s interests are, in the Committee’s 
view, not “clearly adversely affected” by the Bill. 

 Agree approach to Preliminary Stage consideration of any whole-Bill objections 
and general principles, including selection of further witnesses (objectors) and 
any further written evidence. 
 

Wednesday 9 October and Wednesday 30 October (Recess -14 – 25 October) 
 Further evidence – whole-Bill objectors. 

 
Further scheduled meetings to end of 2013: 13 November, 27 November, 11 
December. 
 
23. Further business to be concluded during Preliminary Stage will include 
consideration of a draft and final Preliminary Stage Report.  
 
Recommendations 
 
24. The Committee is invited to— 
 

a. Agree its provisional future work programme for Preliminary Stage;  and  
b. Consider possible witnesses for oral evidence and possible written evidence from 

other experts for the meeting on 11 September, and that they be asked to advise 
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of any previous or current involvement in the areas relating to, or subject matter 
of, the Bill which the Committee should be made aware of.   
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ANNEXE A 

STANDING ORDERS 
 
Rule 9A.1.1 
A Private Bill is a Bill introduced for the purpose of obtaining for an individual person, 
body corporate or unincorporated association of persons (“the promoter”) particular 
powers or benefits in excess of or in conflict with the general law, and includes a bill 
relating to the estate, property, status or style, or otherwise relating to the personal 
affairs, of the promoter. 
 
Rule 9A.2 Accompanying documents 
1. The documents which must accompany a Private Bill under this Rule are referred to 
as its “accompanying documents”. 
 
3. A Private Bill shall on introduction be accompanied by— 
  
(za) a written statement signed by the promoter which states that in the promoter’s view 
the provisions of the Bill would be within the legislative competence of the Parliament; 
 
(a) Explanatory Notes which summarise objectively what each of the provisions of the 
Private Bill does (to the extent that it requires explanation or comment) and give other 
information necessary or expedient to explain the effect of the Private Bill;  
 
(b) a Promoter’s Memorandum which sets out—  
 
(i) the objectives of the Private Bill;  
 
(ii) whether alternative ways of meeting those objectives were considered and, if so, 
why the approach taken in the Private Bill was adopted; and  
 
(iii) the consultation which was undertaken on those objectives and the ways of meeting 
them and on the detail of the Private Bill together with a summary of the outcome of that 
consultation (including, in the case of a Private Bill to which Rule 9A.1.1A refers, the 
consultation carried out in accordance with Rule 9A.1.4A);  
 
(d) a Promoter’s Statement which sets out—  
 
(i) in the case of a Private Bill which contains provision which will affect heritable 
property, details of the notification of the proposed Private Bill given by the promoter to 
such persons or classes of person having an interest in heritable property affected by 
the Private Bill as the Presiding Officer may determine;  
 
(ii) in the case of a Private Bill where the promoter is a body corporate or an 
unincorporated association of persons, such details as the Presiding Officer may 
determine of the notification of the proposed Private Bill given by the promoter to and 
the consent to the proposed Private Bill obtained by the promoter from members of that 
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body corporate or unincorporated association of persons and such other persons or 
classes of person as the Presiding Officer may determine;  
 
(iii) in the case of a Private Bill which contains provision to confer powers upon or 
modify the constitution of any body corporate or unincorporated association of persons 
named in the Private Bill but not being the promoter, such details as the Presiding 
Officer may determine of the notification of the proposed Private Bill given by the 
promoter to and the consent to the proposed Private Bill obtained by the promoter from 
that body corporate or unincorporated association of persons;  
 
(iv) details of the advertisement of the promoter’s intention to introduce the Private Bill in 
accordance with the determination of the Presiding Officer;  
 
(v) a statement listing the premises where the accompanying documents which are not 
printed and published by the Clerk under Rule 9A.4.1 and other documents which are 
relevant to the Private Bill but are not accompanying documents may be inspected or 
purchased, together with an undertaking to send a copy of those accompanying 
documents and other documents to the premises, and to the mandatory consultees, to 
which the Private Bill and accompanying documents are sent by the Clerk under Rule 
9A.4.2; and  
 
(vi) an undertaking to pay any costs that may be incurred by the Parliamentary 
corporation during the passage of the Private Bill in respect of such matters as the 
Parliamentary corporation may determine; and  
 
(e) an agreement or agreements under which the promoter— 
  
(i) assigns to the Parliamentary corporation copyright in the Private Bill, the Explanatory 
Notes, the Promoter’s Memorandum, the Estimate of Expense and Funding Statement, 
and the Promoter’s Statement; and  
 
(ii) licenses the Parliamentary corporation to use or reproduce as may be required for 
the Parliament’s purposes such plans, maps, sections, books of references and 
Environmental Statement or any other document submitted to the Clerk by the promoter 
on introduction or subsequently. 
 
Rule 9A.8 Preliminary Stage 
1. Once a Private Bill has been printed and a Private Bill Committee has been 
established under Rule 9A.5, that Committee shall take Preliminary Stage of the Bill. 
 
2. At Preliminary Stage, the Private Bill Committee shall consider and report on the 
general principles of the Private Bill and whether the Private Bill should proceed as a 
Private Bill. The Private Bill Committee shall also give preliminary consideration to the 
objections, if any, and shall reject any objection where the objector’s interests are, in the 
opinion of the Committee, not clearly adversely affected by the Private Bill. 
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3. In considering whether the Private Bill should proceed as a Private Bill, the Private 
Bill Committee shall consider whether the Private Bill is in accordance with Rule 9A.1.1 
and whether the accompanying documents lodged in accordance with Rule 9A.2.3 and 
the details set out therein, in the opinion of the Committee, satisfy the requirements of 
that Rule and are adequate to allow proper scrutiny of the Private Bill. 
 
8. Once the Private Bill Committee has reported on the Private Bill, the Parliament shall 
decide in the light of the Committee’s report, on a motion of the Convener of the Private 
Bill Committee, whether to agree to those general principles and whether the Bill should 
proceed as a Private Bill. 
 
10. If the Parliament agrees to the Private Bill’s general principles and that the Private 
Bill should proceed as a Private Bill, the Private Bill proceeds to Consideration Stage. If 
the Parliament does not agree to the Private Bill’s general principles or does not agree 
that the Private Bill should proceed as a Private Bill, the Private Bill falls. 
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