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CITY OF EDINBURGH COUNCIL (PORTOBELLO PARK) BILL COMMITTEE 
 

AGENDA 
 

5th Meeting, 2013 (Session 4) 
 

Wednesday 13 November 2013 
 
The Committee will meet at 10.00 am in Committee Room 5. 
 
1. City of Edinburgh Council (Portobello Park) Bill (in private): The Committee 

will consider key issues arising at Preliminary Stage. 
 
 

Mary Dinsdale 
Clerk to the City of Edinburgh Council (Portobello Park) Bill Committee 

Room T2.60  
The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 
Tel: 0131 348 5209 

Email: private.bills@scottish.parliament.uk 
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The papers for this meeting are as follows— 
 
Agenda item 1  

PRIVATE PAPER 
 

EPP/S4/13/5/1 (P) 

Additional information - follow-up to oral evidence, 9 
October 
 

 

Note by the Clerk 
 

EPP/S4/13/5/2 

Convener to promoter (11 October)  
 

  

PPAG supplementary written evidence (18 October) 
 

  

PFANS supplementary written evidence (22 October)  
 

  

PPAG further supplementary written evidence (24 October)  
 

  

Promoter's written response to Convener's 11 October letter 
(6 November)  
 

  

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_City_of_Edinburgh_Council_Portobello_Park_Bill_Committee/EPP_20131011_Cttee_follow_up_questions.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_City_of_Edinburgh_Council_Portobello_Park_Bill_Committee/EPP_20131009_PPAG_supp_18_Oct.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_City_of_Edinburgh_Council_Portobello_Park_Bill_Committee/EPP_20131009_PFANS_supp_22_Oct.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_City_of_Edinburgh_Council_Portobello_Park_Bill_Committee/EPP_20131009_PPAG_add_supp_24_Oct.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_City_of_Edinburgh_Council_Portobello_Park_Bill_Committee/EPP_20131106_Promoter_response_to_11_Oct_ltr.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_City_of_Edinburgh_Council_Portobello_Park_Bill_Committee/EPP_20131106_Promoter_response_to_11_Oct_ltr.pdf
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CITY OF EDINBURGH COUNCIL (PORTOBELLO PARK) BILL COMMITTEE 
 

5th Meeting, 2013 (Session 4), Wednesday 13 November 2013 
 

Note by the Clerk 
 
1. Following its meeting on 9 October, the Committee asked officials to contact 

Edinburgh Leisure for further information specifically on usage of the Portobello 
Park football pitches prior to the Park being mooted as a possible site for the new 
High School. This paper contains a summary of the information provided by 
Edinburgh Leisure. 
 

2. Other information on the usage of the football pitches was provided in the report 
produced by Ironside Farrar following its audit of the Park in 2009. That 
information is reproduced in Annexe A.  

 
3. The clerks emailed the sports pitches department at Edinburgh Leisure, seeking 

to identify usage of the football pitches on the Park from the 2004/5 football 
season up until the point at which the goalposts were removed. The query 
included reference to: 

 
 how often the pitches were used and whether they were regularly booked 

by specific teams or leagues 
 whether, and how often, pitches were booked but matches had to be 

postponed or abandoned 
 whether any pitches were used during the evenings (taking account of the 

lack of floodlights) 
 whether pitches were used more than once a day. 

 
4. The response from the sports pitches department advised that specific figures 

were not available as, when the pitches were handed back to the Council in 
August 2011, they were removed from the booking system. Further to this, due to 
a “refresh” of the booking system in March 2013, a record of bookings dating 
back to 2004/5 was no longer accessible (although it was thought that the 
information would be electronically archived). 
 

5. Edinburgh Leisure advised that venues with a similar configuration to that which 
was previously available at Portobello Park (2x 11-a-side pitches; 2x 7-a-side 
pitches) accommodate primary school fixtures on the 7-a-side pitches on a 
Saturday morning, with a mixture of youth and amateur league bookings for the 
11-a-side pitches on Saturday and Sunday afternoons. Bookings for these 
pitches are made by three leagues – the leagues book the pitches for the full 
season and advise the sports pitches department who will play on these pitches 
on a weekly basis. 

 
6. In terms of playability, a pitch report is requested from parks officers each week 

and the officers advise whether or not pitches are playable. This information is 
distributed to the leagues, but it is at the discretion of each match referee to 
assess whether a pitch is fit for play.  Fixtures are frequently called off on the day 
due to inclement weather during the winter. 
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7. In terms of the lack of floodlights at Portobello Park, the response advised that 

the pitches were primarily used for weekend fixtures “except for at the very 
beginning and end of the season when lighter nights allow for midweek fixtures”.  

 



EPP/S4/13/5/2 
 

Annexe A 
 

Excerpt from the Portobello Park Assessment produced by Ironside Farrar, 
December 2009 

 
4.2 Sports Pitch Use 
 
Consultation with Edinburgh Leisure established that the Portobello Park playing 
fields are used during the football season for a seven week period. There are two 
soccer 7’s pitches and two soccer 11’s pitches on the site. 
 
The lack of floodlighting limits the season as the nights draw in. At the time of survey 
the pitches were in their rest period (May to mid August). The season will begin on 
the 15th August and will end at the end of September, due to the darker evenings 
and the lack of pitch lighting. 
 
The current bookings for the pitches during the restricted football season includes 
the following: 
 

 School use on Saturday mornings 
 Churches league on Sunday morning and afternoon 
 Training sessions on Tuesday and Thursday evenings by football clubs 

 
Assuming the grass pitches are being used to their maximum capacity, this will 
provide 3 matches per week. This relatively limited use is due to the low 
maintenance specification of the pitches, the lack of drainage and poor pitch 
construction. Other uses of the pitch area are limited to casual kick-about football 
and some golf practice. 
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