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Ideas For The New Area Of Open Space 

"If it is created" (big question!) two football pitches should go there to replace the two that were on the 
park before the council destroyed them. They were very well used. I think it's more likely that this space 
won't be created as before the council lost in court, they did not in any way intend to replace any lost open 
space. The council cannot be trusted. 

"If it was created"?  Pointless question  

*Park and garden area for local people 
*To create a gardens area that could be developed to give meaningful training and/or employment to 
interested people with learning disabilities. 
*Skate boarding and recreational area for young people 

1 all weather football/hockey pitch and some tennis courts 

1 football pitch and recreation area for teenage kids to use as area already has provision for younger kids in 
Figgate Park 

1 min football pitch and changing facs, kids playground, open space. 

1 minimum sports field and changing areas 

1 minimum sports field and changing facilities. 

1 pitch for football/rugby/hockey, with building for general community use.  Rest could be houses 

1 sports field and facilities, 1 kids playground, open space. 

1 sports pitch and some planted gardens seats and trees would be nice but the council could already do this 
on the park but has never chosen to do so. They have already once reneged on their promise of replacement 
open space for the park. No reason to suppose they won't renege again 

1.  An outdoor fitness circuit - jogging path, exercise stations, etc 
2.  Some pleasant planted areas, and places to sit 
3.  A good sized, flat, grassed area for kids to play on 

1. Ensure that St. John's has ample playing grounds and room for whatever growth it might need. 
2. Use the rest as an easy access to and extension of Figgate Park. 
3. Ensure that you retain the legal ability to reuse the space so that the next time either Portobello high or 
St. Johns reaches a state where a new site is needed, one will be available. 

1. Football pitch 2. Benches picnic ones 3. open space. 

1. Skateboard area, like the one at Saughton (http://www.edinburghskatepark.org.uk/) 
2. Children's play park 
3. Tennis courts/basketball court 

1. A public football pitch that anyone could use without the need to pay would be useful for kids in the area 
who want to play with their friends.  
2. Something similar to Dunfermline’s adventure golf island. Said to be extremely popular. 
3. I read about Portobello proposing an idea for an outside cinema. This is another idea that could be used in 
this area.  
4. Finally, after speaking to a lot of people, they all miss Leith waterworld. Would love to see a similar 
concept like this in Edinburgh again. Would be even better to have something on this side of town that gets 
people excited. 
The more I write the more I feel a small entertainment centre incorporating a few of these ideas would be 
very beneficial to the area and attract more business locally. I for one would love the opportunity of setting 
up a mini golf park. 
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100% against this 

 1Football pitch, skateboarding area to walk, sit. All ages would benefit 

2 football pitches and a play area. 

3 distinct new spaces: 
1. Good children's play park 
2. Skate park 
3. Landscaped garden with a coffee shop/stand 

3 football pitches. 

3 full sized football pitches. Or 1 giant table football table. 

3G football or grass rugby pitches 

3G Football pitches 

3g football pitches, skate park, communal gathering area (benches, bbqs?) Possibly child friendly exercise 
area (assault course circuit), basketball nets or tennis courts.  Bandstand 

5 Aside football court, basketball court, br floodlit and have a play park that suits age 10+ as the younger 
children in the area have the playpark in the Figgate park but older children have nothing. 

5 a-side football pitches & swing park 

5 a-side pitches 

5 a-side pitches 

A combination of landscaping, planting and community art installations. Together these cultivate a greater 
sense of place, allow children the fullest play experiences, and reap huge benefits for them, their families 
and the wider community. (Design for Play: A guide to creating successful play spaces, 
https://www.education.gov.uk/publications/eOrderingDownload/Design%20for%20Play.pdf)  

A balance between children's play areas, sports facilities (particularly tennis which is very hard to find 
locally) and general leisure land for strolling, sitting and picnics.  

A basketball court 

A beautiful community park with a fabulous play area. Something to bring the community together! 

A beautiful park, with trees, seats, play area, maybe a pond, area for a sensory garden for learning so that 
children, disabled and elderly can also enjoy.  Maybe a few summer houses.  Maybe an area for children to 
roller skate or skateboard.   
A dedicated wooden post (which they have in various public parks in Switzerland) for dogs to relieve 
themselves on, so the trees are not used. 

A better playpark for toddlers. 

A big park like the one up at the Meadows for everyone to use.  Also nice seating picnic areas with beautiful 
landscape for people to also go to get some peace and quiet in nice surroundings. 

A big play park 

A big playpark.  A big area to practice sports. 

A big super duper playpark. 

A BMX track would be great, and maybe space to play football too. 
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A botanical garden devoted to species native to Scotland with a nice cafe and wee gallery in the middle. 

A child and family based centre, soft play, ten pin bowling, art house cinema etc 

A child friendly place with play-park and a dog walking area.  

A children's adventure play area like the Meadows would be great with picnic tables etc - we don't have 
much like this around the Portobello area the closest one is Musselburgh/The Meadows. 

A children's park, sports provision e.g. football pitches or a sports centre. 

A children's play area, seating area and somewhere for community use. 

A children's play area and skate park along the lines of the one in Aberfeldy would be fantastic.  It would 
provide a space for people to play and to congregate. 

A children's play area, open grass area, trees and plants. 

A children's play area. Grassed area incl picnic facilities. Woodland space.  

A children's play park and wildlife garden 

A Children's play park. Open space to play sports such as football.  And a free open air skate park like the 
very successful one in kelvingrove park in Glasgow. I would even recommend talking with the people who 
made that happen in Glasgow.   

A children's play park/adventure park would be well used. 

A children's playpark and nature trail 

A children's playpark and open space with picnic benches. 

A children's playpark, an open area of grass for use by the public which would be suitable for games, for 
example kicking a football or rounders. Please also plant a few trees to replace those taken away during 
building of the school. 

A cinema, parks food place 

A city farm site, with pottery classes and a cafe.....like the city farms in London that provide lots for 
communities and kids to do. 

A civic amenity at least comparable to that available currently at Portobello Park, but taking account of 
modern-day design and useage. 

A club for local youth 

A combination of housing and green space 

A combination of playing areas of the youth, areas for walks through a garden space 

A combination of sporting areas and community picnic facilities.  

A combination of urban forest, meadow and a play park. A skate park would also be fantastic for children, if 
space allowed 

A community arts facility, with an outdoor area, in memory of Alex Heriot. 

A community based space for all generations, allotment space 

A community centre for all ages.  Play park, putting a green and a bike track with outdoor running area and 
fitness course. 

A community centre - something for the children to do - get them off the streets. 
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A Community Centre - something that all ages and all of the community can benefit from. 

A community centre based initiative or use for skate parks etc too to occupy local kids, consulting with the 
local area as to what would work best/ what people want. 

A community centre for all those living in the local area to use. Nursery facilities, and general meeting areas 
of differing sizes 

A community centre for young and old people in the area  

A community centre or council housing 

A community centre or maybe a little shop for the people who live a round there. 

A community centre that could encourage education and provide workshops to all groups that could use the 
figgate park.  An adventure play park would be great and also a designated dog walker’s area would 
encourage people to pick up their dogs litter.  The space would be best used to meet the needs of ages.  It’s 
also an opportunity for the council to make money.  Sell off some of the land for bungalows but not flats. 

A community centre with sports facilities. 

A community centre.  

A community facility ideally not housing. 

A community garden,  possibly an outdoor bowling green ( to compliment the excellent indoor bowling 
centre in Portobello) public outdoor tennis courts ( to build on the Olympic legacy e.g. Andy Murray) 

A community garden/park area that can be utilised for dog owners as well as locals. 

A community orchard - to encourage local people to eat their 5 portions of fruit a day. Fruit trees also 
provide blossom and a place for native wildlife to shelter over winter.  A community vegetable garden.  

A community orchard would be appropriate. 

A community park 

A community park as suggested by the council. 

A Community Park built on the site of the current Portobello High School. 

a community park that would be used by all different ages 

A community park with facilities for children and seating for older people. 

A community park, orchard or area of green space for recreational use. 

A community play park with picnic area. 

A community space suitable for flexible sporting and arts activities.  

A community space. Facilities for young and old. 

A community sports centre. 

A community sports complex 

A community sports facility, low cost.  

A concrete memorial to the councillors who voted for the destruction of a park to save money 

A concrete skateboard park. Flood lit and manned by stewards to provide a fun and safe environment for 
children to enjoy. 

A contemporary landscaped garden with allotments for community use. 
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A decent children’s' park 

A decent outdoor basketball court for public use. 

A decent play park for children to play, or some kind of skate park or something that reflects the wishes of 
those living closer to that vicinity. 

A decent play park for the kids like the ones you see in Musselburgh and east Lothian  football pitch, tennis 
courts etc  

A decent play park for the kids with chutes and swings as not much for them in the area and maybe a skate 
park for older kids as allot of teenagers are going about on scooters but nowhere to practice stunts unless 
you pay to get into a skate park. Also some picnic benches which would make great use in the summer 
months while kids are playing in the park.   

A decent playpark (Meadows style) and tennis courts. 

A decent playpark for all ages and perhaps a skate and scooter park. Also some separate designated dog 
walking space would be great and perhaps a wildlife garden/space with a decent path around for all to use. 

A decent playpark of the highest quality for children. 

A decent playpark suitable for toddlers to teens. 

A decent sized area of green space with safe playing area for all ages of children, from the very young.  

A decent sized play park comparable to one in the meadows. 

A dedicated all weather sports facility that Portobello and all of its catchment area schools can use for 
football, hockey, tennis, etc. Additionally, there should be a conservation area that can blend into Figgate 
Park. 

A dog free park 

A dog free park 

A dog free park 

A dog free park 

A dog free park for children. 

A dog free, safe, children oriented public park. 

A duck pond 

A facility that goes some way towards meeting the activity being lost by the relocation to Portobello Park/or 
is an improvement!  I don't agree that people booking the pitches should get them for free outwith school 
hours, just because they live in the area. 

A family area like that at The Meadows. 

A family park, much like the one at Glasgow Green. With green open space and eating facilities for families 
to spend quality time together playing and having fun. 

A fantastic new community park, with a focus on facilities particularly for teenagers which are so badly 
lacking in Portobello. Not just another park for genteel dog walking which next-door Figgate Park is perfect 
for. So a half pipe/BMX and skateboard ramps is top for me (see the wonderful one in a conservation zone in 
Bath City Centre, in Victoria Park for inspiration). If that's not possible, then a Meadows style adventure 
playground with giant spider nets etc. 

A flat area for recreation would be OK, as this would perhaps 'compliment' the Figgate Park area. 
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A flat space to replace the football pitch that has been lost at the current Porty Park, a perimeter running, 
walking cycling loop, and a nice, children's playground, with lots of CCTV and regular police patrols so that it 
can actually be used by families, rather than by neds sitting under the swings smoking and drinking a certain 
brand of tonic wine. Also, if the football pitch is quite close to the park, it should be made clear to local 
teams that obscene language is not acceptable within earshot of children and that it is perfectly possible to 
play a highly competitive game without resorting to curse words. I was able to get through many seasons of 
rugby without swearing (or talking back to a referee for that matter) and nobody on that field wanted to win 
more than me. 

A focal point for older children e.g. skateboard park/outdoor gym equipment.  Community woodland or 
allotments. 

A football pitch 

A football pitch and allotments together with Parkland. 

a football pitch and changing facilities would be beneficial to the clubs who currently use Portobello park 

A football pitch for anyone to use would be great, a family part for everyone, with benches cycle track etc. 

A football pitch for anyone to use, a play park and walking area with garden. 

A football pitch, a good area to play and trees and grass 

A football pitch, a good playpark and some trees. 

A football pitch, garden, benches, woodland 

A football pitch, other outdoor sports facilities, and some nicely landscaped pottering-around ground that 
complements Figgate Park. 

A football pitch, picnic benches, playpark.  Lots of trees and shrubs.  A duck pond. 

A football pitch, tennis court, hot tub  

A football pitch, trees and play structure and benches. 

A full size football pitch and a playpark for younger kids. 

A fully functioning Skateboard and BMX facility for local youngsters along the lines of that at Saughton Park 
would I am sure be a welcome addition to local recreational facilities.     

A fun park area for all ages of children to utilise 

A games, exercise and play area for children up to 18 years old - 5-a-side football, basket ball, tennis courts; 
all part of an Olympic legacy.  

A gathering place for community events.  wildlife areas 

A general games area a basketball court, football pitch, tennis etc 

A giant roller coaster, an outdoor ice rink, a petting zoo, a polar bear enclosure,  
a baseball pitch, a Portobello museum, a drive through Indian takeaway and a place to take a dog after 
Portobello park has gone and people with children succeed in getting dogs banned from the beach.. 

A golf academy? 

A golf driving range! 

A good area for children. 

A good play ground  
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A good play park for young kids, a park for older kids (basket ball, five a side), trees, plates & flowers 

A good play park like the meadows  

A good play park with small, quality cafe like lauderdale in Dunbar perhaps with an all weather area. 

A good play park, a basketball court, good paths for walking, possibly a skate or bike park 

A good play park, and skate park 

a good primary for St john’s with sports facilities for the community 

A good proportion should go towards sports facilities for the Kids at St John’s primary school. 

A good quality play park for children. Small pitch for playing sports. 

A good recreational space for the community that is well used by all age groups 

A good sized climbing frame area. Not like the new systems in northfield community centre. These new 
frames are a complete joke and not practical for children under the age of 6. The token small frame is a 
waste of space 

A good us of some of this land would be a community garden run and looked after by local residents, thus 
reducing the cost of maintenance. 

A grass area and a play park area - similar to that at the meadows. I would like to see the area left open - i.e. 
no shrubs or bushes, this would make it safer for everyone if there are no hidden areas which could 
encourage "undesirable" behaviour in areas that are out of view.  

A grass area comparable to the present Portobello Park, the park was well used now it is unusable as the 
surface was ploughed up over a year ago for an archaeological dig and has never been restored! One 
wonders why? 

A grassed recreation area 

A grassy park with a play area for children similar to the large play park in Musselburgh containing some of 
the "higher tech" rides that are extremely popular. 

A green and natural space. An extension of the figgate park behind the existing school. 

A green and pleasant place for my wife's grandchildren to play. 

A green area for recreation.  Possibly a play park for the very young. 

A green area to be available to both the school children and the general public 

A green area with a modest sized swing park for younger children and mums. 

A green area with some facilities such as a skate board area and basketball hoops. A 'blind' walking path. 

A green area with trees and a variety of plants to encourage wildlife and insects 

A green park area would benefit all age-groups.  Perhaps one section could be for skateboards? 

A green planting area with a small public social space - already good play area in Figgie Park 

a green play area, perhaps a garden that could be used by the school to teach about biodiversity and food 
growing 

A green space and wooded area. 

A green space for sport would be good.  

A green space landscaped 
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A green space similar to what we would be losing. Young trees must be fenced off until they are well 
established otherwise they will be vandalised. 

A green space that is free to use with football pitches 

A green space to replace the one we would be losing. 

A green space, with perhaps playpark facilities for young children AND teenagers, e.g. skate/bike park, 
community/youth centre. 

A green space, with trees and a play area for young children 

A gym and pool would suit me 

A huge park! The biggest in Edinburgh! 

A huge supermarket would just love that. 

A kid’s playpark, football pitch and general park. 

A kids playpark similar to that at the meadows. 

A landscape park with a good playground. 

A landscaped garden area with water features; play area for small children. 

A landscaped garden with a variety of different features / themes. 

A Landscaped walking area or perhaps a pitch & putt facility. 

A large children's playpark similar to that in the meadows.  Tennis/basketball courts and small football pitch 
similar to Morningside Park. 

A large green space would be great (some kind of extension to Figgate Park). As long as its not Flats/ 
Houses/ Tesco/ Rubbish Dump etc. 

A large play area with equipment for all ages 

A leisure centre where it would benefit everybody even from other areas. Also the new school could use it 

A leisure centre would be good for Portobello  

A leisure park would be good for the area, also playing field so the young could play sports  

A lit skatepark for scooters, bikes, and skateboards.  A recreational space that was low maintenance and had 
free facilities for young people to be active in (doing things that they enjoy). The simple skateparks 
developed in East Lothian in Port Seton and Musselburgh are great examples of simple ramps and boxes that 
can draw in good numbers of young people to develop their skills and well-being.  

A little open space would be nice and an up to date play park for the young children and toddlers .And 
maybe something for the older kids to e.g. small skate area or outdoor basket court/football. 

A little parkland, and perhaps a municipal tearoom.  That perhaps would provide a potentially enriching 
community resource. 

A lovely family area, a safe place for children to play and adults to enjoy some shared space. Tennis courts 
etc? However I do not live in that part of Portobello so feel the people closest should have the biggest say!! 

A lovely herbs and flowers garden 

A lovely landscaped park suitable for all members of the public to enjoy.  It should include plenty of benches 
or appropriate seating areas, plants and wildlife to be enjoyed by all ages. 
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A lovely outdoor adventure area 

A lovely piece of open space for everybody to use, with trees, plants, paths, benches, play equipment 
including stuff for older kids.  Something so much nicer than the existing Portobello 'Park' 

A low-maintenance public park area suitable for the residents to enjoy. 

A massive football pitch  

A medium sized skate park and a challenging adventure playground. 

A memorial to the Council's Local Planning Policy - which had obviously become extinct! 

A mini park 

A mini sports complex on the lines of Peffermill 

A mix of community uses, like football, basketball, and play area for toddlers 

A mix of facility to encourage physically active community use - children’s play, skate board etc., 

A mix of free open space and other recreational facilities e.g. children's playpark 

A mix of grassed and hardstanding areas for walkers/dog walkers, with play facilities (swings, chutes etc) for 
young children within a secure fenced area 

A mix of open space, skate/bmx park and play park would be tremendous. 

A mixed Parkland for the local community to enjoy. 
Mixed woodland and open meadow areas to encourage wildlife. 
Defined areas for different 'pursuits' - benches for people to sit quietly, large playing fields for kids and 
adults to play frisbee, football etc.  
An enclosed dog walking area. 

A mixed use green space with planting, but should include facilities for walking (with or without dogs) and 
sporting activity. 

A mixed use site of developed parkland, children's play areas (so a recreational park) and retail shops / 
communities service centres like libraries etc. 

A mixture of a Playground and area for young people. 

A mixture of affordable low level housing and open park land would be ideal. 

A mixture of forest, tended grass and wild grass. 

A mixture of green space for playing on, a children’s play park and an enclosed space for playing 
basketball/5-a-side football 

A mixture of open grass, paths and bushes etc would be desirable. No need for another playpark. A 
'meadow' or nature area which could also be used by local school children would be fantastic. 

A mixture of public open space and some hard recreational areas for e.g. skateboards and bmx`s--as at 
Saughton park,, plus an all weather multi use pitch  

A mixture of sport facilities like tennis courts and parkland for people to walk dogs, or kids kick balls about  

A mixture of sporting attractions such as running and exercise stations, perhaps a 5 aside pitch and gentle 
space for older people too and maybe a simple cycling track for youngsters too. 

A mixture of sporting opportunities, not simply football. 

A mixture of uses to cater for more people’s needs (kids area, quiet area etc) 
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A mixture, I like Trinity Park space - good paths that attract joggers and walkers and those with access needs 
as well as some physical challenges (as in climbing frames etc) for kids of a variety of ages.   Perhaps an 
outdoor gym facility?! 

A modern expansive children's play area with modern play equipment to encompass ages of infants to ten 
year olds, completely fenced with self closing gates no dogs allowed within the area. It would have to be 
policed with effective full time park security to deter vandals and drugs users.  Outwith this area an area 
that the community can help develop. 

A modern fit for purpose school with outdoor facilities such as sports pitches, playground, cycle areas etc. 

A modern sports centre with outside facilities including a skateboard/BMX track similar to the set up at 
Balgreen 

A modernised kids play park since the one currently in the figgate park is not used as well as it could be due 
to vandalism, something similar to the meadows layout with playing fields too, generally community 
facilities. 

A Muga pitch and a grass pitch as well as general open space for the dog walkers.  

A multi function area. An area suitable for Skateboarding, BMX and skaters. Swing park. Stand alone table 
tennis tables. Basketball nets. 

A multi use area, including areas for activities such as an outdoor gym and play area like the one at The 
Meadows. 

A multi use area. A new play park. Outdoor gym. 5 aside size football pitch. 

A multi use sports area like they have now in Rosefield.  

A multifunctional greenspace would be desirable.  One that includes a play park (currently lacking from the 
existing Park), with an area for wildlife / nature.  Interconnecting paths and easily accessible by all.  It would 
also be good to include some kind of community garden or allotment provision, to allow people to grow 
their own food.  I would also like to see an area that is for dogs only, as I believe the current Park is just used 
by dog walkers, and the surrounding area and park are plagued with dog foul.   

A multi-functional space for everyone 

A multi-purpose area that was well lit at night time. A pavement/jogging/cycling lane round the edges of the 
park. Possibly a space for young people e.g. a youth shelter. Park benches and flowers. 

A multipurpose site which was able to meet all ages and abilities within the community would be such as a 
football pitch, basketball court, a community garden with benches/picnic tables etc...a larger more age 
variable play park (similar to the one located at the meadows) which is suitable for older children but also 
those with physical/sensory/ learning impairments 

A multi-use area for adults, children and dog owners.  

A multi-use area including specific play areas for children. 

A multi-use park that would benefit all of the community with some playing field provision to compensate 
the perceived loss of playing field provision on the park. Perhaps a skate park or something suitable for the 
older kids. 

A multi-use sports pitch and a bunch of sturdy rain shelters to go with it. Tennis courts. A skate/parkour 
park, and a whole load of trees and boulders for clambering on. 

A museum and art gallery, surrounded by landscaped gardens with water features which tie in with the area 
of Portobello and the surrounds areas?  
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A natural expansion to Figgate Park - wildlife friendly parkland  

A natural garden for all ages to enjoy would be the way to go as the existing neighbours do not deserve a 
skate park or a new play park and there is space and old playpark that could be upgraded and utilised in the 
figgate park to appease everyone. 

A natural play area to compliment Figgate Park 

A nature reserve with diverse species of wildlife for the children and local people 

A nearby place for the local residents to walk their dogs.  

A new area of open space is not desirable to people in the immediate area. They are happy with the space at 
present. They also won a court case, should this not be the end of the situation maybe the council should 
have some of their powers reduced. 

A new area of open space would be a good use of the current space but as Figgate Park is directly behind I 
don't think it is necessary to have a park as such but maybe a mix of allotments and tennis courts and a 
communal area that could be used for a farmers market or similar.  

A new astro pitch for hockey so as a club could open at this side of the city.  A skate park for youth and a 
football pitch would be great. Or a new play area for younger children would be beneficial for the 
community. 

A new build for St. John's primary with green playing space. 

A new children's play area similar to the one at the Meadows or Musselburgh. The existing play area at 
nearby Figgate Park is quite limited.  

A new children's playground would be great and perhaps a dog free zone so I don't have to worry about 
dogs worrying small kids. A community orchard might be nice. Even better would be an open air swimming 
pool for the summer months.  

A New community centre 

A new community centre for the area with green space, or even housing that would blend into the area.  

A new community green space for wildlife and recreation. A family friendly space, with lots of trees and 
picnic benches for people to enjoy it. 

A new contemporary park. 

A new Edinburgh Leisure facility including skate park and courts (badminton/tennis etc) with cafe area. 

A new High School 

A new high school & an improved St johns school. If the council already has the power to build a new school 
on this place why don’t they get on with it. 

A new high school. Portobello is far too big anyway and should be split into two schools, especially with the 
added burden of the school roll of Castlebrae being added from 2013. 

A new indoor pool with flumes like Leith Waterworld 

A new library similar to craigmillar  

A new library similar to craigmillar  

A new library similar to craigmiller  

A new park  
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A new park  

A new park at the moment until a more useful purpose is required 

A new park for community use. 

A new park for Portobello and more space for St John's. 

A new park or green space. 

A new park so that the other people would be happy 

A new park space but with a youth focus, as opposed to more open field. Accessible sports facilities, a 
dynamic play area for younger kids and a large skate park for older young people. An arts (amphitheatre) 
space would also be a welcome addition to allow for community events.  

A new park to replace Portobello park if the new high school gets built on the existing park. 

A new park to replace the old one. 

A new park with a basketball court etc 

A new park would be good so ppag have no reason to complain... 

A new park would be nice 

A new park. 

A new park/leisure area 

A new play park - similar to the one on the Meadows, a skate park and cafe. 

A new playground for the children of Portobello. 

A new playground or sport fields 

A new Portobello park 

A new Portobello park! I personally think that low cost public sports facilities are very important, perhaps 
the council could explore the viability of 5-a-side pitches, tennis or basketball courts? 

A new primary school 

A new primary school and purpose built nursery with extensive grounds for the children to play in.  

A new private bill put through so that later on the council could not just sell off this land. 

A new public park area, or landscaped garden. If this was to be done, it would be absolutely vital to address 
long term maintenance issues, particularly litter and dumping, and dog fouling, which have been a persistent 
problem in the current park since whenever! 

A new public park should be made here as green spaces benefit the local community in so many ways. 

A new public park to replace the park are being used in Portobello Public Park 

A new school 

A new school 

A new school and playing fields 

A new school for St John's 

A new school for st johns with playing fields 

A new school. 
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A new school. 

A new set of buildings for St John’s and their own playing fields. 

A new St John RC school. Any additional space should be made a green space. 

A new St John’s RC Primary School, and public park with any remaining space. As a mother of young 
children, I'd love to see a play park like The Meadows included in this space as the play park in the existing 
Figgate Park is small and out of date.  

A new St John’s with their own playing fields. Any remaining space could be used for general play areas etc. 

A new St John's RC Primary School. 

A new swing park, trees etc 

A nice grassy area with benches would be appropriate and hopefully this would pacify the objectors on the 
loss of "precious green space" which has been put before the needs of replacing the school and making a 
learning establishment for 21st century learning for the children of Portobello High School. 

A nice green area for wildlife 

A nice little park with trees and plants, and benches to sit on. 

A nice open grassed land for older people to sit and admire nature.  Also a site for young children to have 
sport of some kind. 

A nice park and playing areas for young children. 

A nice park for the kids to play would be great 

A nice park where kids can play 

A nice park where kids can play. 

A nice park where people can walk dogs, seating areas? 

A nice park. Trees, paths, playground for small children, possibly a statue? 

A nice play park for the children similar as the one in the Meadows (corner of Melville drive and Buccleuch 
street) 

A nice playground 

A nice public park. 

A nice swing park. A pond. Free space for dog walking 

A no dog park with a kids cycle track 

A park 

A park 

A park 

A park 

A park 

A park 

A park 

A park a little like the one on the meadows 
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A park and just greenery. 

A park and/or football pitch to make up for any space lost. 

a park area people can enjoy 

A park area with play equipment 

A park as a community asset - landscaped and the like - is there a route to link through to figgate park.  not 
footie pitches or anything like that - these should be provided by the new school 

A park comparative to the Figgate park, thereby encouraging wildlife, enabling people to walk their dogs etc. 
but also with a good play area with swings etc for children. 

A park for children creative 

A park for diverse mixture of trees and wild plants, including areas for artwork and local events. 

a park for the local children - for all ages 

A park for the use of people not dogs (I understand this is to be supplied on the periphery of the site) 

A park in memory of Sir Harry Lauder. It could have a statue of a young couple "roamin in the gloamin" and 
one of a distressed group, possibly soldiers, encouraged by the lyrics of "Keep right on to the end of the 
road". 

a park including children's playground 

A PARK IS A GOOD IDEA AS LONG AS ST JOHN's DOES NOT LOSE OUT BY THIS PROPOSAL? 

A park is a natural and once it’s gone its gone, there is no point in a new green space when Figgate park is 
there. That what is good about Portobello Park they are apart from each other, Portobello park is one big 
area you cannot replace it, don't change the law 

A park is not necessary here  

A park- kids playpark, picnic area, etc. 

A park or a community centre with basic sporting facilities. 

A park or leisure centre 

A park or recreational facilities on the existing PHS Site is of no interest to me.  There are already park 
facilities in this immediate area.   

A park or similar facility which the community could enjoy. 

A park or some playing fields  

 a park play facilities planting 

A park similar to the figgate park. 

A park that incorporates a bike/skate area 

A park there is no use to those who live in Magdalene and the Christians, Specifically families with young 
children and dogs. To remove the park would take away a use of an outdoor area for children and a dog 
walking area.  

A park to replace the one being taken over by the schools. 

A park which includes a skatepark 

A park which would include a place to sit (grass) and some form of walkways with a nature trail 
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A park with a field area for children to play, where dogs are not allowed (and where this is enforced!). 
Portobello is lucky in the number of parks that it has, as well as having the beach, but in every outdoor space 
it is necessary to stay vigilant, as there is always the possibility of dogs having fouled (even in the children's 
play areas where it is specifically stated dogs are not allowed). 

A park with activities, for example a skateboard area. 

A park with an adventure playground.  No shrubbery or trees around the play area to help alleviate 
antisocial hangouts for those intent on ruining the enjoyment of families and young children.  Similar to the 
large play park in the Meadows. 

A park with facilities and a memorial bench for those against the bill to come and enjoy the view of others 
enjoying the new park 

A park with facilities for all ages 

A park with facilities for all ages. 

A park with football pitches similar to Musselburgh, which has an excellent park. 

A park with green areas and an area which can be used by the community. 

A park with lots of good climbing trees in it  

A park with lots of walkways for everyone to enjoy, grass for children to play sports and a children's play 
area. 

A park with open-air Cafes alongside public facilities such as Tennis courts, Pump tracks etc. Incorporating a 
more social aspect for all ages. Should be well lit to prevent ant-social behaviour. Ideally, like the English 
Gardens of Munich!  http://www.muenchen.de/int/en/sights/parks/english-garden.html 

A PARK WITH PLAY AREAS AND FLOWERS 

A park with play equipment like in East Lothian's parks and a skate and bike park. 

A park with play facilities. Paths, trees, bike track, walls for tennis or football practice etc 

A park with play park similar to opposite Parsons green but better  

a park with specific provision for children/young people to exercise 

A park with tennis courts, running way and of course a children's play area. 

A park would be good as long as it was on the site of St, John's RC Primary School, and the new St. John's 
School was built where the car park for Portobello High School is now. 

A park would be really nice or a green area like the Botanical Gardens. 

A park! 

A park, gardens, something preferably to do with green space to compensate for the loss of Portobello park. 

A park, green space. Community land including things for people to do or housing. Housing is always 
needed. 

A park, not swings, not football pitches or basketball courts, just a green space, like Portobello park. 

A park, Oh we used to have a bigger one. Maybe a museum of green space, to remind people what they 
used to have  

A park, with a play park and the usual. 

A park. 

http://www.muenchen.de/int/en/sights/parks/english-garden.html�
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A park. 

A park/wildlife area 

A park/wildlife area. 

A peace garden. 

A people friendly park with trees, a play park and areas to play, walk and sit. Also, a small area set aside 
where dog owners can let their dogs do their business - with signs to discourage allowing dogs to do their 
business anywhere in the park. 

a performance space for local musicians/performers - a mini amphitheatre style set-up 

A perimeter and central walk with a series of seating/picnic areas.  Children’s play space incorporating some 
formal play equipment and kick about space. 

A place dedicated to activity and sports for children like skate parks, basketball courts or a football field 

A place for adults and children to relax and play. 

A place for teenagers with basket ball hoops. 

A play & adventure park such as the one at the meadows, a flower park to relax in, areas to ride  bikes, 
basket ball courts, tennis courts,  

a play area for children  

A play area for children, some benches and grassy areas to run around in. 

A play area for families in Duddingston/Durham. 

A play area for kids, and a secure park for dogs. 

a play area for small children, enough green space to play ball games and a peaceful area for the elderly 

A play area for young children, similar to the one in Figgate Park; also a link between the two adjacent 
spaces. 

A play area, playing field and a small thicket if possible for dog walking beside a bit of extra green. This 
would provide for many different types of people in one area.  

A play park 

A play park 

A play park  

A play park and maybe a football pitch for the children living in the area.  

A play park and public green space.  

A play park as good as the one in the meadows.  A sheltered area for kids to play even when wet.  A box & 
skate area. 

A play park for all ages of children. 

a play park for kids 

A play park for kids of all ages!!  

A play park for little ones with swings chutes etc 

A play park for young kids and maybe some free of charge facilities for older kids and also some space for 
other people to do what they like. 
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A play park for younger children accessible from the new St John's as well as to the whole community and 
some well managed and dog free grass for all sorts of activities and, if there is room and small open-air 
performance space for all sorts of community events.  

A play park for younger children and some sports pitches for older children and adults, e.g. basketball, 
tennis. 

A play park for younger kids 

A play park like the one at the meadows 

a play park maybe a funfair (there doesn't need to be loud music) 

A play park to rival/match the standard of the one at the Meadows. Some kind of space which can be used 
by older children (teens), perhaps some kind of skate/scooter park. A basketball court or at least a hoop. 
There should be a consultation to assess the views of the locals. 

A play park would be good and a nice place for people to relax in the sun. 

a play park, and GOOD football court and a separate basketball court   

a play park, public art space, coffee house 

A play park, skate park and a calm, quiet, sensory garden. 

A play park/ picnic area/ sensory garden 

A play/adventure park with equipment suitable for children aged 3-12.  

A playground area for young children under 12 years old. A bicycle / scooter / skateboard area for older 
children. Benches for the elderly. 

A playground for children of all ages and skatepark for teenagers 

A playground please. 

A playpark 

A playpark for children....NOT DOGS!!! 

A playpark is always welcome. Or a skatepark. Or both, like at Saughton! 

A playpark like the one behind the Musselburgh Quay Hotel for toddlers and a separate section for older 
kids using the same brand of play equipment. It's by far the best park in Edinburgh. An indoor tennis facility 
for adults and children that can be pay as you go. There is NO indoor tennis facilities in Edinburgh East at all. 
The only indoor tennis is David Lloyd at Newhaven (an expensive private gym) and Craiglockhart Leisure 
Centre which is miles away.  

A playpark with equipment for small children and older children.  A football pitch and a running track. 

A pleasant area for people to sit with shrubs plants to make it nice to sit and enjoy. 

A pleasant green environment where people could play sport, walk and play with their children. It could be 
used for larger community events too. 

A pleasant well lit grassy area where all people, including dog walkers can walk.  

A pond. And a separate play area. A tended garden. something other than a standard dull patch of grass 

A pretty water installation 

A private bill is merely setting a precedent for future development of open public space and must not be 
allowed. 
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A promise that it will never be developed. But that can't be delivered.  Football pitches which can actually be 
played on, basketball courts, grass and trees which are maintained, a playpark for young children, a playpark 
for older children, giant outdoor games, a wildlife garden, a sensory garden, benches for people to enjoy the 
park, an area for dog walkers, a commitment from the council to maintain it. Basically an area which the 
whole community can enjoy and be proud of, and which will rebuild the sense of community in Portobello 
which is sadly being lost throughout this debate. 

A proper playground for young children. 

A public area offering facilities for all ages, such as a children's park, a skate park, and an open grass area for 
children to play football and people to walk dogs and enjoy the environment. 

A public park 

A public park 

A public park 

A public park 

A public park - adventure play area.  We like to visit the Portobello area as a family and this will add to the 
experience 

A public park and playing fields, suitable for 7 a side football and other small scale pitch sports, available free 
to use for under 17's at least. 

A public park connected to the Figgate Park.  

A public park with a lido 

A public park with a local cafe in it 

A public park with areas of interest, i.e. planting, perhaps orchard, community facilities i.e. seating, bbq 
area, toilets, play areas.  

A public park with shrubbery for wildlife. 

A public park/garden. 

A public space here would be brilliant and hopefully more widely used by the community than the present 
ghost land that is Portobello Park. 

a public space should be created, landscaped gardens , sculpture park or sporting facilities 

A public space that provides for the entire local community from the young to the old.  

A public space with trees, planting, landscaping, sensory and water features and artworks. Involve 
Portobello's artistic community in developing and implementing the proposals. Get the schoolchildren to be 
involved in the designs and put it truly at the heart of the community by giving lots of different individuals 
and groups a stake in it. 

A purpose built park with amenities for all ages. 

A quality children’s playpark, similar to the one in the Meadows, in some of the new area of open space. 

A range of amenities for all ages, abilities and lifestyle to be able to enjoy the outdoors in summer and 
winter 

A REAL community park that has multiple functions that benefits everyone. Not just small children or dog 
walkers such as the other parks do! Look to East Lothian where there are skateparks, which benefit all ages 
and combine it with a nature garden, dog walking site, small children’s play area and outdoor bowling. There 
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you have something for everyone! 

A really decent play park and a skate park. 

A really good climbing frame with a zip wire 

A really good play park featuring the latest fun rides etc. 

A really good play park that is not just for little kids, with safe places to ride your bike or roller-blade. 

A really really big library where you can play on the computer and isn’t closed on random days 

A recreational area   

A recreational area for all ages 

A recreational area of any nature would be good 

A recreational sports centre, swimming pool, playing pitches etc 

A replacement park 

A replacement public park with perhaps some areas dedicated to what the students of Portobello would like 
i.e. a skate park and basketball court. 

A safe and creative space for play and recreation 

A safe and fully accessible children's play area and sheltered picnic space. 

A safe children’s play area, grass, bbq facilities 

A safe dog free play ground and adventure playground for children of varying ages.  running track 

A safe place for children of all ages and disabilities to play. 

A safe play area for the local children with a protected pathway for runners/dog walkers 

A safe play park for younger children to use. 

A safe, fun and creative place for children to play as well as a nice area for dog walkers, runners and 
picnickers 

A school!!! 

A school, a tennis court, a car park 

A school, the site is already functional and productive. It needs investment to build a new school and not to 
be turned into anything other than an area for learning and sport. The figgate park next door complements 
this site perfectly with the burn and green areas so no addition to this is required in my view 

A scooter/bike park for children. 

A secure play area for young children with shelter and seating. This would not cause any significant problem 
for local residents. It should be natural with equipment that would challenge primary and preschool age 
children. 

A shit building 

A similar area to the Meadows offering the local community access to tennis courts and a range of play 
equipment for all ages 

A simple and well-maintained green space with trees. 

A skate park 
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a skate park 

A skate park and a decent playground 

a skate park and outdoor gym 

A skate park area would be good. 

A skate park designed by the local kids and an Astroturf pitch 

A skate park facility. 

A skate park for the east side of Edinburgh or other facilities for teenagers. That's where the gap in provision 
is. Best to carry out a desperate consultation with them to find out what they would use. 

A skate park or general sports recreation area for children and adults alike. 

A skate park or older kids zone, somewhere safe and fun to play with pitches and seating. 

A skate park similar to the one at Saughton Park. 

A skate park would be a useful addition to the area 

A skate park, cafe, picnic area or a play park. 

A skate park, play area for young & older children alike, a bike park/bmx track plus grass area for dog 
walkers  

A skate park, seating area, facilities similar to Victoria Park. 

A skate park. 

A skate park. 

A skate park. 

A skate park.  Replacement greenspace to help replace that lost in Portobello Park 

A skateboard park. Basket ball court. Sunken garden. 

A skateboard/scooter park and adventure playground> 

A skateboarding/bicycle construct and playpark (fenced off from dogs) with the rest as green open space to 
relax. 

A skatepark along the lines of Balgreen and tennis courts. 

A skatepark along with outdoor play equipment for children 

A skatepark and sports place 

A skatepark area, climbing frames like in Victoria Park. Benches for old people and dog walkers. 

A skatepark for some of the space  

a skatepark similar to the one at Saughton park, this is well used and keeps young people occupied and off 
the street, it would also only take up part of the space so there would be plenty space for other facilities. 

A skatepark would be good along with a playpark/park and a big green space 

A skatepark/swing park 

a small botanical gardens  

A small mountain bike trail.  A cafe and a skate board park.  Lots of trees. 
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A small park area for families and the local residence. 

A small park with play areas for children. 

A small park would be nice, or anything as long as it was of benefit to the community, not houses or car 
park. 

A small sports centre for kids with football pitches and perhaps a cycle track as there are no facilities for 
older kids in the area (and there are plenty of them). This might also provide dance classes for girls as well 

A sociable open space criss crossed with paths, useful when walking the dog in bad weather; seating / picnic 
tables that can be availed of when the weather milder; a children's play area. 

A space as big as that would lend itself towards building a new school one would have thought? That being 
said, I feel open space MUST replace open space. The projected increase of pupil roll at PHS indicates that 
the local community 'numbers' are getting larger, space is essential to maintain a good quality of life. 

A space for people to walk their dogs and children can play. 

A space for teenagers to meet; a park; an outdoor swimming pool; well maintained grass area, with benches 
to sit on 

A Space for the whole community to go. Old and young. 

A space for the whole community, well planted and with facilities for young people and kids such as skate 
ramps and a playground. Benches and trees. A nice place to walk through to reach Portobello. Maybe space 
for a barista booth. Facilities which would benefit everyone by encouraging outdoor living and recreation.  

A space to walk dogs, as an alternative to Figgate Park. 

A space where all age groups could use & would benefit from  

A space where kids of all ages can play - kick a ball, play hide 'n' seek and other non-organised play/sport.  
Part of the space could be allocated for organised sport - e.g. astro pitch but not all of it. 

A space which could provide outdoor play opportunities for a variety of ages - tennis court - climbing wall 
running / fitness track. 

A specific area for balls games. 

A specific leisure or other facility should be created. There is already good provision of general green space 
in nearby Figgate Park and the majority of Portobello Park which will remain unbuilt on 

A sports centre 

A sports centre for football basket ball and trampolining etc 

A sports complex 

A sports complex with astro turf pitches! 

A sports complex. Though I would personally quite like to see an American football set up in the plans.  

A sports facility other than pitches for football, such as indoor tennis/badminton courts. 

A sports facility, running track, parkland and a new children's play park. 

A sports/community centre of some form  

A sports/community facility. 

A state of the art park for the whole community.  Skate park/ play park  etc 

A substitute for the present park - an ornamental area - (Figgate burns park) is already in that area so a plain 
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grass area would be appropriate & useful 

A supermarket like ALDI 

A swimming pool  

A swimming pool perhaps or a community centre 

A swing park 

A swing park & allotments(shortage of these in Edinburgh) 

A swing park and a football pitch. 

A system of cycle paths with road signs, zebra crossings, lights, etc., to allow younger children to learn to 
cycle in a safe environment.   This was used in Pittencrieff Park, Dunfermline many years ago and was very 
popular. 

A third of it could be used for an astro turf pitch, another third for a cycling track and yet another third used 
on parkland 

A tranquil public park with good paved walks. 

A useful sports and recreation grounds. 

A variety of areas which can be used by all ages in the community. 

A variety of facilities for teenagers.  

A variety of uses, in order to meet the needs of as many interests as possible 

A very good recreational area, mix of park, and active play areas - maybe like Victoria Park over Trinity way. 

A walled garden.  

A well designed natural area with a modern aesthetically designed play area. 

A well designed open space, which should include amenities for children such as AstroTurf areas, swings, 
etc. 

A WELL MAINTAINED FOOTBALL PITCH, A GOLF SHORT-GAME PRACTICE AREA (PORTOBELLO gc HAS HELPED 
PRODUCE SOME OUTSTANDING AMATEUR GOLFERS AND A SHORT GAME PRACTICE AREA WITH GOOD 
PUTTING SURFACES WOULD BE RESPECTFUL AND USEFUL FOR DEVELOPING TALENT, A DOG WALKING AREA 
WOULD BE GOOD TOO. 

A well maintained green space. 

A well maintained space that people would want to use. 

A wide range of sports facilities (e.g. Tennis courts, outdoor basketball courts, etc.) 

A wildlife garden and natural play area. A skate park 

A wildlife garden, which encourages people to walk around and enjoy the space. 

A wildlife garden.  

A wildlife park, with water, trees and varied landscaping. Part of it should be a designated play area as there 
are loads of kids in the surrounding streets. 

A wonderful opportunity to provide outdoor sporting facilities for the community. 

A woodland area and children's play area. 

A woodland park combined with walkways and a children’s and young person’s recreation area.  
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A woodland type play park - perhaps along the lines of Dalkeith Country Park -something that might appeal 
to older children too. 

A woodland walk, an exercise space and a wildflower garden.  

A youth centre 

A youth club 

A zip wire / flying fox. Petting zoo. Urban wildlife sanctuary. 

Absence of funding sources not clear if existing school site cannot be sold to developer 

Absolutely nothing! The Council have already stated this would not work - next to the Figgate Park so not a 
suitable replacement option PLUS a loss of £3.9 million in revenue from the sale of the site! 

Accessible outside play facilities suitable for as wide a range of abilities as possible. At present there is not a 
single swing or piece of play equipment suitable for those children with disabilities in the local area despite 
there being several play parks which is very disappointing.  

Activities and facilities for all ages but especially youngsters and teenagers.    

Activities for all the community is to use old and young. The community is angry it has taken so long and still 
we don't have an appropriate building. The teaching staff need a medal to teach in that environment. 

Activity centre for all ages, outdoor adventure place  

activity centre/community centre /indoor and outdoor for all ages - kids, adults, pensioners 

Activity facilities for kids aged 1-17. Basketball, five - a side football, tennis, play area, kids frames 

Activity park/space where children can safely take part in leisure activities. 

Activity play area, putting green, swings slides, tennis court, football pitch, flower beds and benches 

Activity-based rather than 'trees and flowers' type - we have plenty of that next door at Figgate Park (though 
I'm sure you could fit some of those in too). Skateboard facilities, bike track, climbing apparatus etc , etc. 

Add a hairdressing salon 

Additional sports facilities that perhaps can't be accommodated on the school site or something to enhance 
Figgate Park that is a very attractive and scenic area well used by the community 

Adventure park 

Adventure park for kids. Swings etc for toddlers. Community hall? 

Adventure park like in the meadows. Football pitch, basketball area etc 

Adventure play facilities for children of all ages - but particularly aged 5 - 11 years - as an upgrade to those 
currently available in Figgate Park. 

Adventure playground 

Adventure playground 

Adventure playground 

Adventure playground for younger and older children.   

Adventure playground to get kids out and active.  

Adventure playground?  

Affordable housing for the elderly, perhaps sheltered housing.  
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Affordable housing with space for play areas or similar. 

Affordable housing. 

Affordable local housing?   

Again keeping it with the children of the community- play park, football pitches, scare park!? Or a nice 
garden with a pond!? 

Agree that Portobello Park be the site of the new Portobello High School 

Ah...of course... knocking down a school to build a school. What have we gained? Nothing. 

All age play park. 

All ages play areas. Tree planting. Good path links to neighbouring streets to encourage through traffic of 
pedestrians. 

All sorts of sport and recreational facilities.  Football , tennis etc and kids play area .  Combined with the 
figgate  park pond etc.  It could be good place for a family day out .  

All we hear about these days are is how unfit and obese our kids have become! Get an open air assault 
course for kids and adults built rugby/ football pitches 5G surrounded by trees and greenery. 

All weather facilities with decent changing facilities. 

All weather multi sport pitches 

All weather multi sport pitches 

All weather ping pong tables  

All weather pitches with changing facilities. And open park land. This would benefit not only the school kids 
but also all the local sports clubs in the area which constantly miss games due to unplayable pitches.  Many 
people have said a skate park but I think this would be wrong. As every skate park I have seen has ended up 
covered in graffiti. This would bring down the appearance of the surrounding area.  

All weather pitches. 

all weather recreation indoors and out 

All weather sports area which could be used for tennis, basketball, netball, etc. 

All weather sports facilities  

All weather sports facilities - tennis, football. 

All weather sports facilities. 

All weather sports pitches available to the community 

All weather sports pitches. 

all weather tennis courts 

All weather, multipurpose community sports facilities. 

all year round playing surfaces for such things as Football, hockey, basketball, net ball 

Allotment spaces, community garden, skate board park, safe play area for toddlers, space for art 
collaboration 

Allotment/ community growing space to allow for intergenerational work. Get PEDAL porty on board with 
this! 
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Allotments 

Allotments 

Allotments 

Allotments 

Allotments 

Allotments  

allotments 

Allotments 

Allotments 

Allotments 

allotments 

Allotments & facility for teenagers 

Allotments and a skateboard park 

Allotments and community orchard 

allotments and open space 

Allotments and park area. 

Allotments for local use (including school use). 

Allotments ideally, but if not then gardens with paths to explore and a playpark. 

Allotments or a community orchard. 

Allotments or a fantastic play area for children of all ages.  

allotments or a skate park or both 

Allotments or another green space for the community to use 

Allotments or other community food growing area. 

Allotments surrounding a water- feature, playpark and community cafe 

Allotments with proper toilet facilities and communal area.  Maybe a community orchard as well.... 

allotments would be good 

Allotments would be great! 

Allotments would be very good. Something for the whole community. 

Allotments, a skatepark for teenagers 

Allotments, community gardens, area for 'forest school' activities, wild life sanctuary, apiary. 

Allotments, community gardens, space for local open air gigs/festivals and markets etc.  

Allotments, orchards, outdoor gym 

Allotments, Play park, Public green space  

Allotments, there aren't many Council sites in East Edinburgh. 
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Allotments. Maybe a community scheme of some sort. 

Allotments....one of which should be offered to St John's School, and one to Portobello High 

Allotments? 

Already emailed, the school should be built on Baileyfield site. 

Although being an open space, being an ex-dog walker, I would hope that the area would be enclosed by a 
fence and perhaps a separate area created for people exercising their dogs to make a healthy difference 
between that and an area where children can play. 

Although figgate park is close by another swing park area would be good in an area with some many young 
families. Something like an adventure zone big wooden structures to climb like within Dalkeith country park. 

Amenities for after school use. 

Amenities for older children - maybe a skateboarding/biking park 

Amenities for the whole community, from play areas for very young children right up to covered seating 
areas for the elderly. Picnic tables/BBQ points (optimistic!), a performance platform or central focal point for 
event-based activities. Exercise facilities - running track. 

An "outdoor gym" or "adult playground", as seen here http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-17818223 

an accessible adventure playground for all children in the community 

An accessible garden for the community. A place of rest and peace and quiet! 

An activity area, including items that could be used by adults; kids cycle route to learn basic road safety; 
planting, allotment for school veggies? 

An activity space, with some areas for walking. There is a large green space in nearby Figgie Park that is used 
by walkers and dog walkers, so it might be good to have a play area for children, skate park and/or cycle 
park. Something that is a little different from the other green space options nearby. 

An adventure park for the children to play in. 

An adventure park for the children would be ideal. 

An adventure park please!  

An adventure park similar to the one at Dalkeith. 

An adventure playground and skate park 

An adventure playground for children, a sensory garden, and an accessible space that wheelchair users or 
people with mobility problems could get round. 

An all age activity park 

An all weather football/hockey pitch and some tennis courts  

An all weather playing field and a BMX / Skateboard Park. 

An all weather playing field and a BMX/Skateboard Park 

An allotment and orchard available to be used by the community. 

An allotment 
A community growing space 
A wildlife garden 
A dog exercise area (fenced off and specifically for dogs) 
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A natural children’s play area 

An all-purpose public park with good facilities for young people - skate park etc.  

An amazing play park with water features & a gorgeous band stand for summer concerts along with all 
weather facilities basketball etc 

An area for all ages e.g. a playground for under 5s and one for over 5s and maybe a skating park like at 
Balgreen/Saughton for teenagers.  Benches too would allow all age groups to sit and relax.   

An area for bmx'ing and skating.  Park land, adventure playground.   

An area for children to play.  A 5 a side football pitch. 

An area for children who are slightly older say 11/12 upwards to use, e.g. A skateboard park. There is play 
area in Figgate Park for younger children so something for older children I feel should be considered. 

An area for children, unsure if I would like another swing park. Something a bit more imaginative! I would 
ban all dogs, as an area completely free of all dog mess would a dream come true!! 

An area for dog walkers, football pitch or children's play area 

An area for families to spend time together and for older folk to walk and sit. 

An area for local kids to play i.e. swing park, play park. 

An area for outdoor sporting activities 

An area for safe walking, recreation for example picnic benches and areas for outdoor sports  

An area for skate boarding.  a sitting area/picnic area near some swings/ slide/climbing frame etc 

An area for the P.E. department to use, instead of taking children away by bus, to provide the necessary 2 
hours of PE per pupil. There should also be some sort of public facility as members of the community have 
disagreed to the developments 

An area of green space and over time woodland and planting that could provide a place of quiet and 
relaxation for the community whilst bearing in mind that this will back on in a considerable way to private 
housing and the development and planning should be respectful of that at all times. 

An area of green space that can be utilised by residents of the area for pursuits similar to Portobello Park at 
the moment.   

An area of green space to replace the park. I think more sport pitches would be used by the community. I 
think an outdoor basketball court, rugby or football pitches to get more kids playing sport. An eco garden 
could also be a community venture. 

An area of wildflowers and small fruit trees to encourage wildlife, a play area including a climbing 
wall/decent size climbing frames and a sand pit, an open skate park area for skateboard/bmx/inline skating, 
with solar panels powering lights for night-time safety 

An area supporting recreational activity and sport, not limited to one or two specific sports or clubs. 

An area that the local population can use to good effect. Something like a skate park. A play park, 
community centre... 

An area that would be good for dog walkers and maybe tennis courts or a basket ball court. 

An area to grow plants/veg etc. 

An area to relax during summer e.g. Picnic spots. 

An area used for the local community, perhaps a sports centre as well as sport grounds. 
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An area where children and families can play in safety. Open spaces for ball games. Equipment for younger 
children and teenagers - such as basketball hoops, tennis courts etc....and no dogs! 

An area where children can play - possibly an extension of the figgate park? 

An area where the local community can exercise, play with their children, relax, picnic, watch a concert, 
attend community events........... 

An area which brings the community together 

An area which would benefit the community decided by the pupils and teachers of Portobello High School as 
they are the ones who have had to live and work in a dilapidated environment whilst this consultation has 
been drawn out. 

An area which would benefit the community possibly a play area or sports facility not flats!!!! 

An area which would complement the current Figgate Park, but offer a different resource to the community.  
A skate park/bike tracks, playpark, tree/rope climbing area, benches, sheltered seating areas, grass. 

An area with a play park for children and open space that the community can use to walk and perhaps have  
picnics, perhaps a sculpture and seating.  

An eco garden and safe area for children to play.  

AN EDUCATIONAL ESTABLISHMENT !!! 

An enclosed park, perhaps a tennis court. 

An environmental project for the community to enjoy. It is the perfect opportunity to do it right. Use the 
rubble for landscaping, get the existing school pupils involved in the redesign etc 

An expanded St John's Primary School should be situated on this space.   

An extension  for  st johns primary . 

An extension from the Figgate park  

An extension of Figgate Park  

An extension of Figgate Park and a large children's play area (akin to The Meadows) for the east side of the 
city. 

An extension of Figgate Park with some proper facilities, a new playground, adventure playground, cafes and 
woodland area.  

an extension of the adjacent park, but if possible a level general recreational area suitable for various ball 
games, but without changing facilities 

An extension of the Figgate Park 

An extension of the Figgate Park and landscaped with trees, flowers and bushes  
and perhaps a new bigger Figgate Pond with more swans , ducks etc.. 

An extension of the Figgate Park would seem most logical. Perhaps a big play park with the newest child's 
play equipment? I was disappointed to see the demise of the Quarry Park and so I think this would make an 
exciting new installation for the residents of Portobello and the surrounding areas. 

An extension of the Figgate Park, located on the other side of Hamilton Drive. The Figgy has been spruced up 
in recent years, to the lasting benefit of many. In fact, the Park is already used by locals as an alternative to 
Portobello Park. 

An extension of the park land in Figgate park if possible. Outdoor play equipment would be very well used 
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and a well kept nature reserve would improve the area for all residents. A really substantial and well funded 
park in this location would be great for young families, professionals, dog walkers and all other spectrums of 
the community to enjoy. I would be particularly interested in conservation efforts and an emphasis on 
recycling/sustainability/perhaps something a little educational (e.g. the outdoor play area at the Falkirk 
wheel for example) which would be a real asset to Portobello and Duddingston. 

An extension to the golf course , or a football pitch which it was before, for the young to play on. 

An indoor /outdoor sports arena which local boys clubs can have priority 

An indoor athletics training facility specifically free to use for young up and coming talent- this would also 
create employment in the short medium and long term, it would also enable nurturing of local talent 

An inspired green space which can be used by all age groups within the community. 

An intergenerational recreation space. 

An open air sports facility.  It could contain a grass football pitch, as well as an all weather pitch, and a "play 
park" for a variety of ages. 

An open area of grass with benches and perhaps a swing park would be sufficient 

An open green area  

An open green space with facilities for the community such as playpark, five-a-side football and picnic space. 

An open parkland, with sites for BBQs in summer. 

An open space for dog walkers and something that promotes eco awareness - to marry with the Green Flag 
awards at Towerbank PS and Portobello HS. 

An open, green space with outdoor play. Something that allows children to explore and learn about their 
environment through play and interaction with nature. 

An orchard  

An orchard. With the fruit picked and consumed locally. Would also function as a wildlife habitat, good for 
bee-keeping - excellent habitat for school studies and so on. 

an outdoor basketball pitch, decent up to date playpark , skate area, and somewhere for the young people 
to go........community facility 

An outdoor skate park would be good, give the kids fun & exercise at the same time.  

And when the new school is finished there, sell the existing site for housing, which should command a good 
price. Please stop wasting my taxes. 

Another golf course? Outdoor swimming pool? 

Another park because then the people who don’t benefit from a new school can just walk down the road to 
the park and enjoy it. 

Another park for the dog walkers and some kind of sports facilities like goal posts, basketball court etc. 

Another park or area young people in the community are able to do constructive things rather than hang 
about the streets. 

Another park so that everyone gets what they want. 

Another park/play area. 

Another park? 
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Any facilities that would benefit the public 

Any green space 

Any kind of new sports facilities if this was feasible. 

Any kind of recreational, landscaped parkland is fine. Something the whole community can enjoy. 

Any new park would be acceptable. 

Any recreational facilities 

Any use to promote sport and activity for all age groups 

Anything apart from housing. Maybe football pitches for all of the community to use would be good. 

ANYTHING AS LONG AS IT IS NOT HOUSES.  HOW ABOUT A SMALL SKATEPARK? 

anything as long as the dog walkers are monitored  

Anything but a Tesco or yet-another housing estate! 

Anything but flats!! Given the postcode and area - they would be overpriced. 

Anything but housing, preferably something for the local community. 

anything community based and for the community  

Anything other than a park for dogs. 

Anything other than supermarkets, bowling green or new houses! 

Anything that allows the community to flourish through physical activity. Bike track, Kids play area (like the 
meadows), basket ball, etc. 

anything that could be used by all sections of the community  

Anything that encourages community use and offers opportunities for youngsters to play outdoors safely 

Anything that encourages the community to use it, so sports facilities (tennis court etc) or maybe even a 
BBQ area for people to use in the summer. It would be preferable as well if there was one space in 
Portobello that wasn't free for dog owners either. 

Anything that is aesthetically pleasing, which will be well maintained and that will benefit the whole 
community, not just a minority group. 

Anything that opens up opportunity for learning and social mixing. 

Anything that would benefit the community 

ANYTHING THAT WOULD ENHANCE THE AREA AND BE WELL USED SO OPEN GREEN SPACE, CHILDRENS PLAY 
PARK. 

Anything would be an improvement on the eyesore that is the high school. There is plenty of park space 
behind this land at Figgate park so don't think another green space would be beneficial, unless it was part of 
St John’s. Unsure what would benefit our local community? 

Anything would be better than what the proposed new site is currently used for. However, sports facilities 
or a public park would be welcome. 

Anything. 

Apart from the golf course the park is very underutilised. It would be great to have more structured leisure 
opportunities that complement figgate park, which is a great place to go and watch birds. Therefore 
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something that would include a skateboard ramp, basketball course, biking and jogging tracks, e.g. with 
stations where you could do different exercises would be fabulous.  

Approaching this opportunity from a health and well-being perspective the site could be utilised for all 
weather tennis and / or basketball courts or a skate park facility. Alternatively, it could accommodate an 
urban gym. 

Appropriate recreational facilities for the community especially for the youth 

Area for dog walking and possible play-park 

Area for recreation for families, from young children to older teenagers. e.g. play park, football/tennis. 
Benches to sit and a cycle path would be good. 

Area for sports, recreational-basketball, football. Tourist attraction. 

Area for the dog walkers who will miss the use of Portobello park, and an area for young children to play. Or 
football pitches that will allow for previous activities held at Portobello park to continue. 

Area for younger kids, swings, grass areas, ? Cycle or regular wide path on outskirts 

Area of sport and community for children of all ages 

area of wooded walkways and areas for football pitches or games fields 

Area to be enclosed with landscaped trees and bushes, space to have no internal sub divisions or planting, 
flat grassed area suitable for youth ball games. 

Areas again for children of all ages, adventure play area, picnic area  

Areas for children and young people, e.g. play park football pitches 

Areas for kids to do their thing 

areas for kids to meet and play i.e.: skate park, basket ball pitch, football pitch 

Areas for play for all ages: park, basketball court or football area ad well as some grass for walking round.. 
Little pond for ducks perhaps.. A little like Inverleith park. 

Areas for teenagers, NO DOGS or an area designated for dogs and the rest dog free. Local artists able to 
display artwork, area for graffiti art. Get the kids involved with the design. The area is big enough for 
everyone to have their say. What about an area for wee ones to take their bikes with mini road signs etc like 
pittencreif park in Dunfermline. Sculptures that are creative and useful- water areas that can be used in the 
summer for paddling and sliding in the winter! 

Areas for the whole population, not just swing parks or skate parks but something for older people to get 
outside, be active and feel safe and included. 

Areas of grass and trees with paths for dog walking, benches and bins, some built items for children to play 
on. 

Areas to let children play. 

Artistic impressions looks amazing go for it, the children deserve this, 

As a play area for children to use for sport etc 

As a recent former pupil and head boy of PHS I was actually involved somewhat with some of the primary 
existing plans in the beginning. Extremely disappointed with the decision. I would like to the school to have 
new sporting facilities open to the school, staff and public whereby we can bond community and school 
together and encourage people to keep fit, healthy and active; I would like to see a large dining area with 
fresh, healthy food served for a good school dining experience; I would like to see a large library and 
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computing lab for independent and classroom study; I would like large science and computing labs; I would 
the school to have an allotment and to be tied in with the HE dept; A large reception and offices and waiting 
areas for visitors to receive a friendly welcome into PHS. This is to name a few of the potential requirements 
needed for a NEW PHS. 

As a resident in the proposed area, I would like to see at least a decent modern playground for all ages to 
use. Perhaps picnic tables and new woodland/gardens created. 

As a youth rugby coach at Portobello RFC personally I would like to see some floodlit 4G rugby pitches such 
as the ones at Peffermill as we don't really have decent pitches at Cavalry park for use in the winter months. 
However I would be happy if we replaced the green space lost by building on the Park if this helps to push 
the new proposal through. 

As above 

As above - build it elsewhere, not on a green field site. 

As above build the new St John's Primary School there I have nothing to fear of a school adjacent to my 
backyard - the secondary school has posed us no problem 

As Council thinks fit 

 As far as question 3 goes, there is no need for further green space on the current PHS site because Figgate 
Park is right beside it. When the new St John's PS is built it can incorporate dual-use space for school and 
public, e.g. play area, pitch for football, and can be designated dog free (dogs can visit Figgate Park). It 
seems the Council has already contradicted itself on whether such a new open space would be provided. 

As Figgate burn does not allow ball games then it would be useful to have an area for ball games, dog 
walking and an all weather pitch.   

As flexible as possible so that different groups can use it. 

As I am not resident in Edinburgh I would not like to put forward an opinion, it's best left up to the residents. 

As I do not live in this area I'm not sure of the best use for this space but as there is a lot of open park land 
already nearby (Figgate park) perhaps it would be best used for a community centre or sporting/ leisure  
activities which would benefit the local community. 

As I do not reside in the area now this would need to be decided by the local community, but it would be 
nice to see something for the older generation as well as the younger., so that the space could be used all 
day every day by all ages.  

As I do not wish this to be done at all, and it is by no means sanctioned, my opinions on any new space are 
not, as yet, relevant. 

As I have made clear above, I would not wish for that new open space to be created. I was a pupil at the 
original school and the present one was built on what used to be the school's playing fields. They were never 
replaced. 

As I said previously this should be made into a community centre to help encourage youngsters and also the 
elderly to explore different activities.  

As it is alongside Figgate park, creating a bigger park becomes a mathematical exercise.   It is not as effective 
for the city as having 2 parks.   Just don't do it.   London does not appropriate parks for government 
buildings and the national mood just now is for the preservation of open spaces. 

As it so close to a main thoroughfare it should be an attractive green public space, with seating and 
walkways that everyone can enjoy. However it would be great to create more facilities for children of all 
ages, similar to those in Saughton Park, but possibly these would be best placed near the existing play park 
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(desperately needing revamped)  

As long as it is green space open to the public I do not mind. 

As long as it is used in a constructive way for the local community, I do not have 1 specific usage that would 
be top priority. 

As long as it's green, it'll be fine.  PLEASE BUILD THE SCHOOL!! 

As many dual purpose pitches as possible 

As much open space as is practical 

As my house borders the site I would be anxious that any facilities, including spotlights, should be in the 
centre of the park away from the boundary wall and that any buildings should be low and once more well 
away from the boundaries.  I would also like to see the trees on the site remaining. At present the site is 
locked at night preventing any access to my property during the night so would like this to be continued if 
possible.  I have lived in this house for 35 years and have had no major problems from having a school so 
close so would not object to the new school being built on the same site although I realise that Portobello 
Park is the better choice. 

As the council sees fit.  

As the figgate park is right next door having open park land I believe is less important. I would like to see 
community space. Perhaps 3g pitches. Something that can be the heart of the community, something that is 
currently lacking in the immediate area. 

As the goal posts from the proposed site have been removed & local teams no longer play there I think a 
football pitch for schools could be created. 

As the new school will have facilities for children and teenagers, it would seem this area is aimed more at 
older people and dog walkers etc. Perhaps attractive seating areas, water features. 

As the proposed site of the build seems to be effectively underused parkland, pretty much anything created 
on the existing site would be an improvement. 

As there are already several play parks for younger children in the area I would like to see an adventure 
playground for older children, including raised wooden walkways, scramble nets, monkey bars, a fireman's 
pole, a climbing wall and a flying fox. I would also like the new space to include a track around the perimeter 
for cycling, running or walking and an outdoor fitness trail for adults and young people, all amongst a 
backbone of native trees, shrubs and simple perennial planting. 

As there is a shortage of allotments, some of the land could be used for this purpose. 

As this area is for the benefit of all in the area, I believe it should be a multi-purpose area with provision for 
some sports and also a quieter landscaped area. I do not believe it should be used for allotments for 
individuals, but possibly for a co-operative to sell produce to the community. 

As this will possibly eventually be sold by the council do not feel that a large amount of council tax payer’s 
money should be invested.  If the trams are to ever become a reality how about a tram terminus  

As we already have a beautiful park adjacent to the existing school which is well used by people of all ages I 
would prefer there to be some type of all weather sports facilities e.g. Basketball court/hockey pitches and 
perhaps skate park.  These facilities may help the teenagers in the area to enjoy the free space as they don't 
want to play on swings and feed the ducks! 

As we already have the Figgate Park so close by I would like to see the new area of open space used for 
more sport facilities for both St. Johns and the High School. i.e. hockey pitch and or athletics track etc. 

As we have plenty green areas for walking I would like to see more areas for "sports" such as cycle/skate 
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path with humps and dips and a couple of MUSA like Rosefield now has but with one with a lower basketball 
hoop for the smaller kids.  The area surrounded by trees. 

ask residents directly around area 

Ask the local residents. I am not one. 

Ask us all when, or if, the bill gets passed. 

Assault course 

assault course and climbing frame for older children 

Assuming both the new Porty High and St John’s already had adequate sports facilities, then an accessible 
public garden which felt safe and was fun to explore for all ages and with all-mobility access and sheltered 
seating. I do not mean a playpark. More of a community garden with interesting features. Not a dog toilet 
though. Ideally no dogs! So much dog poo in Porty. 

Assuming that the school complex is provided with adequate astro-turf pitches then I would suggest a 
modern play-area, tennis courts, a skate-board park and a garden designed for easy-access and appreciation 
by disabled users/visitors. 

Astro Turf 

Astro turf pitch along with a decent large playpark like the one at the meadows along with picnic 
benches/tables.  

astro turf pitches, skateboarding and mountain bike park, adult outside gym 

Astro turf/all weather pitches for hockey, football, tennis etc 

Astro turn pitches, and a landscaped garden with a pond or water feature, constituting a community garden. 

Astroturf outdoor gym 

Astroturf pitch. Bmx/skateboard track. A decent playpark with picnic benches etc. 

At least 1 football/rugby pitch would be great. 

At least one football pitch, a nice play park like the newest one in the Meadows that has climbing wall and 
difference aged areas of climbing frames, chutes, etc. with plenty of benches and picnic tables. 

At least one football pitch, since there is a local football team that plays there. Other than that, just open 
park space because a lot of local residents walk their dogs in that park (so a few bins for dog waste would 
probably be a good idea). 

At least one good football pitch 

At least one grass football pitch to make up for the ones lost from the park 

At least one grass full pitch 

At least some of this area should be given across to a large children's play area plus I would like to propose a 
free-use outdoor gym so adults will be able to benefit as well.  Not only are such facilities common in 
Scandinavia, Musselburgh already has such a feature. 

At present, Portobello Park's green space is admittedly not used to its full potential even as a green space, it 
would be good to see a more active green space perhaps involving community sport or a landscaped green 
area. 

At the city chambers , and put all the council officials who support this act  in this new green space. it will be 
perfect for the bovine lot at the city chambers 
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Attractive gardens with some areas of quiet seating and water features as well as a secure play area for 
children. 

Badminton courts , tennis courts, art classes, music classes, drama 

Badminton or tennis courts 

Bandstand 

bandstand / outdoor concert area 

Bandstand, benches, swing park.  

Basically, lots of green spaces and sports facilities! 

Basically, this question assumes that the council going ahead with its building proposal is all but a fait 
accompli.  Sorry, but I'm not interested legitimising a proposal I don't agree with in the first place by offering 
a few token views on the "new" area of open space you are so generously inviting me to comment on. 

Basket ball courts and allotments.   

Basket ball courts, community hall, like out of the blue in Leith. Skateboard park like saughton park. Meeting 
rooms/exercise rooms/concert venue. 

basket ball hoop and somewhere for teenagers to hang out with friends - seats/tables etc 

Basket ball things 

Basketball and Football Pitches.  Skateboard Park. 

basketball centre for development 

Basketball court, children's play area, seating and wildlife garden 

Basketball court, flowers and nature trail 

Basketball court, hockey pitch 

Basketball court. Cherry trees. 

Basketball courts 

Basketball courts, football pitches. 

Basketball courts. Adventure Playground. Something that suits the needs of mixed ages of children and their 
parents.  

Basketball pitch 

Basketball, netball etc  

Be imaginative and innovative! Age appropriate wild spaces for all age groups. A community orchard. Some 
community growing spaces. Mixed woodland of native Scottish species. Lots of mixed up elements. Please 
please please not great swathes of flat grass and/or football pitches. Link it to green corridors and active 
transport routes. Have a small family focused (social enterprise?) cafe to encourage community groups into 
the space. Use undulating landscape/light/tree height/water to generate a fun, nurturing, playful space. Use 
skilled organisations like 'Grounds for Learning' to help the design. Involve the community and kids to design 
and make, and maintain the space. 

Bearing in mind that I wholeheartedly disagree with the initial proposal, I would want the existing Portobello 
Park to remain.  What open space in Edinburgh needs generally is amenities for all ages, not just children 
and young people. So more provision for the elderly and less for screaming teens. 
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Because figgate park sits behind the existing school there is no need for open space, why not put in a 
recreation centre for the local community 

Being a resident next to the current site I would welcome some park type use and would urge that the 
redundant tennis courts not be built on. 

Benches, longer grass for dog mess, hillocks and paths. 

best left alone 

Best use is to leave the park alone, the park is a park - not a building site, there must be an alternative! 

Best use of plans would be to return to the plans from 10 years ago and rebuild PHS on its current site, 
starting at St John’s end to avoid decant. The council has been too quick to dispose of property and sites, 
they should reuse and recycle what they have. 

Better facilities for St. John's, and premises for active learning/sports clubs/extra curricular activities. 

Better if the new school was built on the same place. 

Big green space where children can play or areas adults could relax, I would also like to see this as a dog free 
zone so that children can play safely and area is not covered in dog poop as so many of Edinburgh parks and 
beaches are.  

BMX cycle track, climbing walls, nature reserve with pond, playing fields for the public including tennis 
courts. 

bmx/ skate park, hard surface play, wildflower meadow 

BMX/Skate board park.  Swing Park, similar to the meadows 

BMX/Skate park, children’s play park  

Boat park? large swing park, picnic area, climbing wall etc 

Both pitches and park area 

Bowl swing, Skateboard ramps & climbing stuff, ice rink 

Bright, open public park, with trees, grass and paths, children’s play area, perhaps also including a playing 
field and/or other sports options such as a running and fitness circuit (like the Meadows/Inverlieth Park). 
Could also incorporate space for allotments or community orchard. 

Build a new astro pitches 

Build a new community centre 

Build a new PHS  

Build a new st john’s primary school in the first instance. Then creative a fabulous community park- skate 
board section, state of the art play park 

Build a new St John’s there and any extra land can be used for recreational purposes 

Build a new St John's primary school on the site 

Build an old folks home with Natural surroundings .  

build flats huge park behind High school already 

Build Luxury Flats 

Build me a house that's not opposite a school. 
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Build new school on existing site 

Build on Baileyfield site, this would be ideal. 

Build on existing site although it is on a main road it is not nearly as busy Milton road 

Build on site, no reason why this consists to be done in phases as has happened in other parts of the city. 

Build the new school on this site.  There is already a large park right next to this site and open space. 

Build the new school, my children were there they are now in their 30's and when they were at the school it 
was a disgrace. It certainly is not a nice environment for students to learn in also very big issue is "SAFETY" 
for all. This should have been thought of years ago. Thumbs up for a new building to be built there. 

Build the school there and leave the park as an open space. 

Build the school there! 

Build the school there. 

Bullets 1,2 and 3 are irrelevant to the main matter. Portobello High school should NOT be build ( nor indeed 
any other building) on Portobello Park 

Cafe, pond, tennis court, rose garden, water jets, water fountains, sheltered seating, outdoor ping pong 
tables, sandpits (for children), water taps (drinking water for dogs and humans), park keeper. 

Cafe's, recreational facilities  

Can you create an exact replica of the Park - mature trees, quiet environment?  

Can you really replace a hundred year old park and its site and views I think NOT 

Can’t look after existing Portobello Park - rutted, debris from tree cutting, ditches, Never cut grass during 
summer for public  

Cannot imagine but hope a building there would be properly  maintained. 

Centre for children of all ages to do all sorts activities  

Certainly not another park the Figgate park is immediately adjacent 

Child friendly area, with goal post paddling pool picnic areas.  

Child play park, dedicated area for dog walkers, possibly a skate park 

Children and families centre, soft play drop in centre, astro turf, foot paths, softball, car parks for teachers, 
CCTV 

children and families centres, leisure facilities 

Children need more than schools. Would be great to see a community centre or an area for activities for all 
locals of the area. 

Children’s play area, five aside sport pitch, general recreation space. 

Children’s play area, suitable for football & rugby etc - please wake up to people’s needs 

Children’s play area, walking areas 

Children’s play area, where they can kick a ball about 

Children’s play area. Areas to encourage fitness and outdoor activity for adults and kids. Wildflower meadow 
and natural planting. Trees! 

Children’s Play Area/Adventure Area for local children, as well as green space for the people who feel they 
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have lost the park.  Skateboard park, basketball and football pitches for teenage older children would be 
useful. Something for the community.  Look at Musselburgh play areas and outdoor gyms, something along 
those lines would be good.  

Children’s play area/facilities. 

children’s play area; 5 a side football 

Children’s play areas , amenities 

children’s play areas/football facilities/picnic seating area 

Children’s play facilities. A green network connection through to Figgate Park. 

Children’s play park and woodland 

Children’s play park 
Grassy area with picnic tables 

Children’s play park/separate dog walking space 

Children’s playground, floral features, flowering cherry trees, indigenous trees, rockery with little paths like 
at the Botanic gardens.   

Children’s playpark 

Children’s playpark as good if not better as the one in the Meadows 

Children’s playpark no dogs allowed 

Children’s playpark, a sensory garden and a garden of mixed height beds so that it is accessible to all 
members of the community. 

Children's adventure playground similar to existing playpark in the meadows and outdoor/indoor skatepark.  

Children's park or green space 

children's play area 

Children's play area and open green space. 

Children's play area could be important? 

Children's play area for various ages. 

children's play area with equipment, area to use for sport e.g. football, area of woodland 

Children's play area, safe area, picnic area. As much open space left for public use. 

Children's play area, swings etc. 

Children's play area. A Saturday/Sunday market stalls, like the farmers market to provide produce from local 
traders. 

Children's play park and parkland 

children's play park like the meadows 

Children's play park, ball-play for older kids. 

Children's play park, BMX track, etc.  Basically facilities for children and for families to enjoy.  Maybe a part 
of it could be a nice, maintained garden or community orchard, as per the Donkey Field orchard opposite 
Brunstane Station. 

Children's play park, designated wildlife areas 
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children's play park, picnic area  

Children's play park, with separate areas for older and younger kids. A separate area exclusively for dog 
walking so that dogs aren't walked in the areas where kids play. Picnic tables. A 'jelly belly' like east links 
park 

Children's play park. Sports area for older children. 

Children's playground, landscaped park, a loch with ducks, big grassed areas for residents to walk their dogs 
and youngsters to play.  

Children's playpark like the very popular one located in the Meadows. 

Children's playpark/basketball hoops/football pitch 

Children's safe play area separate from dog walkers, picnic tables, trees and flowers, nature tables for 
wildlife, maybe basketball pitch. 

Children's swing park with suitable seating for parents - maybe small 5 side football pitch - basketball court 
or hoops if space is limited and some green space for dog walkers. 

Children's swing park, multi sports muga area with rain canopy, 7-a-side astro turf area with rain canopy, 
open grass area. 

Children's swing park/climbing frame.  Lots of green space to run about. A small football pitch. 

Childs play area as sick of dog fouling where my daughter plays in park. 

city farm or a skate park 

Clever landscaping and paths could reduce impact on dog walkers 

Climbing Frame; Basketball/ netball posts; Seating areas 

Climbing wall, Bouldering, Skateboard Park. 

Climbing wall, running track 

Climbing wall, skate park, sports centre 

Combination of grass area, artificial football pitch and skateboard area  

Combination of green grass for kids to play on, a playpark and maybe a skatepark 

Combined play area, walking area and sitting area for older people 

Combined St John's school and park with activity areas for fitness (e.g. Trim Track) and play (multi-purpose 
mini-pitches, apparatus etc.). A dog-free area please as there are plenty of areas for dog walkers, but very 
few children-only spaces.  Also spaces for relaxation, dens, chill-out spaces in an imaginative landscaped 
layout please, good for exploring for all ages. 

Common good land status - must have otherwise it will be subject to change 

Communal children’s play area & playing fields for local children e.g. football, rugby, basketball with perhaps 
some shelter available for parents. 

Communal meeting place that will bring together all ages 

communal space for use by all the community - football pitch sounds good as does green fields and garden 
space 

Community allotments or a skate park for the kids 
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Community and sports centre 

Community area including sports & recreational facilities, as well as a green space. 

Community area, with safe areas for children and families.  

Community arts centre (nurture current future artistic , musical and sport/dance local talent) & low rise flats 
& skate park/ tennis courts all weather 

Community centre and playing fields. 

Community centre for old people, plus  some sort of adventure playground for teenagers. 

Community centre or Mcdonalds 

Community centre with activities such as 5 a side football pitches etc 

Community centre with arts, crafts and sports facilities. Possibly music recording facilities. 

Community centre, skateboard/bike park 

Community centre, soft play, children families, special need, walk paths  

Community centre, special needs soft play, basket ball, astro turf, 5 aside, cctv, cycle paths, foot paths  

Community centred green space; sports pitches were needed; allotments 
green space for walking; possible landscaped areas; skateboarding centres 

Community facilities of some kind. 

community facilities or housing 

Community garden 

Community Garden (wild flowers, veg patch etc). 

Community garden. 

community gardens 

Community gardens 

Community gardens 
Dog walking area - fenced in 
Playing areas for children 
lovely stone benches and little areas for people to picnic 

Community gardens, tennis court, football pitch... 

Community gardens. A covered area for performance art. 

Community Hub with outdoor games area  

Community orchard, allotments,  

Community orchard/garden 

Community park with education for sustainable planting and wildlife. 

Community space and where possible open and outdoor space. 

Community Space including a hall for use by local groups and outside space with fences to keep dogs off and 
free from their poo. Multi surface and a playpark would also be great not unlike the one at the Meadows. 

Community space, including all weather sports pitches for public use. 
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Community space, recreational space for school children outwith school hours, skateboard park perhaps, 5 
aside pitches, netball, hockey etc.  

Community sport/recreation facility (tennis?) 

Community sporting facilities, St John’s is in need of a new school and better facilities - important 
consideration 

Community sports facilities 

Community sports facilities including something that serves older kids such as a skate park, bike track or 
climbing wall, as well as a small play park for younger kids and a wildlife garden/nature reserve area.  

Community sports pitches.  Children's play area.  ?pond.  Forested area/woodland walks. 

Community use, and/or leisure facilities 

Community veg gardens, even orchards could be a great way to utilise some of the space, but essentially 
careful landscaping to create a space that can be enjoyed all year round would be important. Please not just 
another undefined space that people use to relieve their dogs!  

Community vegetable garden to produce high quality produce for use in local schools 

Community Wild-life garden Allotments 

Community woodland  

Community Woodland 

Community woodland created. Natural trees and plants created. Peaceful area to allow people to sit and 
read, contemplate.   

Community, football & athletic facilities 

Community/sports centre, local shops extension to Figgate Park or housing. 

Comparable parkland to that which is being consumed by the new school building. Green spaces are also an 
important aspect of a community. 

Connect the existing green-land of the Figgate Park to extend it to an enlarged parkland, with a playpark, 
picnic/barbeque area, suitable space for St. John's nursery children to run, do sports, enjoy being outside in 
a safe environment. 

connected to figgate park to create a larger par. 

Consideration for skateboard park 

Consideration ought to be given to the protestors against the school in providing green space for common 
use.  Additionally, public tennis facilities in this part of the city would be attractive as would a small play 
area. Or community allotments? 

Contemporary green space but needs to be overlooked for security.  Possible some buildings on the 
perimeter to assist in this. 

Content to leave it to the local authority to make this decision 

Converted to a communal garden/ allotment area 

Could it be used to replace what is being lost at the sight of the new school? 

Could split it into 3 different areas. Create a peace garden, possibly a putting green.  

Could we have a combination of a new play park (similar to the one on the Meadows), open space and an 
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outdoor skate park (similar to the one at Saughton) which is well used by all age groups 

Council facilities such as tennis courts, football pitch, rugby pitch would enhance that area. 

Council flats as the housing situation in Edinburgh is very bad. 

CREATE A COMMUNITY SPACE 

Create a network of walks, 9 hole pitch and putt/putting green 

Create a new park? The area that was taken away at porty park? But certainly not housing. 

Create a park 

Create a small park - nicely landscaped, possibly with a children’s play area. This would defuse the outrage 
of the genuine "save our green space" lobby and would expose those who continue to protest as nimbys 
who just don't want the school next to them.  Building something else on the land would weaken this 
argument, so unless the council need to sell it to raise more money to build the new school it should 
become green space.  

Create a space for youth and social enterprise creating new employment opportunities 

Create a wildlife park to encourage biodiversity. 

Create additional green space where possible but NOT as justification for loss of existing parkland 

Create another open space for people to walk their dogs and let them foul like Portobello Park. But it will be 
too far for people to bother. 

Create green space- community facilities, particularly for youth sport- perhaps even a youth/ special needs 
facility / sensory garden with links to environmental learning and sport and to pool at school if it has one. 
Wildlife area, community allotments, ground source heat pump to generate greener energy.  I think that the 
space must be used in a multi-functional way- REALLY think about it. Can someone please look at how the 
DUTCH use space and urban planning- and the Scandinavians for that matter- they have incredible fit and 
function ideas for how society lives now and will do in the future. 

Creating a skate board/box park complete with basket ball/tennis court. Encouraging local teams and 
integrating the community as a whole. 

creating additional parkland is good but NOT if only to replace existing designated green space or common 
good land which is protected for amenity and recreational purposes 

Creating an open space on the existing PHS site would not compensate for the loss of a much larger site on 
Milton Road. Also the new site is in the wrong location. Build in an alternative brown site and sell all the 
existing site to help defray cost of the brow site. School on Park would be a loss of amenity for a large 
number of residents 

Cricket pitch, cycle paths 

Cultivated and maintained park land. 

cutting edge outdoor play parks for ages 5-12 (make Edinburgh a trailblazing city); proper basket ball and 
tennis courts for older children 

Cycle paths and walks 

Cycle paths, tennis courts, pond, wildlife area 

Cycling facilities 

cycling proficiency area for kids to learn how to ride bikes safely 
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Decent children’s play area.  

Decent play park, football pitch or skate park 

Dedicated all-weather area for sports, with older children in mind; trees and other planting; seats; litter bins 
and dog waste bins. 

Dedicated cycle path creating a cycling loop in the new park and figgate park. 

Definitely NOT built up-a community garden for st johns would be amazing. 

Definitely not houses or any kind of accommodation. A BMX track or something that children can go to 
which will be well lit do that they will be safe  

Definitely NOT housing - probably landscaped 

Definitely not private houses to shore up the Council's finances. 

Designated area for dogs so that they can walk their dogs and contain the amount of wider dog fouling.  Play 
area for young children.  Rock climbing wall. 

Designs for a new Portobello Park will need to accommodate a diverse range of uses, a range of age 
appropriate uses and a range of scales of activity that sustain a large urban park. There will need to be 
formal sports and leisure facilities to create revenue, informal leisure spaces for casual use alongside 
sensitively designed landscapes that have the potential to make links to horticultural and gardening 
institutes far and wide. There could be an Arboretum, an annex to the Botanic Gardens, a city farm, a 
community garden, celebrated indigenous orchards - the list could be long and should be assembled from 
proper community and local authority partnership. 

Detached houses 

Develop a new St John's primary school 

Different pitches for different sports. A pond.  A skatepark. 

Different sectioned areas, etc kids play area, skate park, bit specifically for dog walkers, cycle path/jogging 
path 

Different spaces for different members of the community such as, football pitch, tennis courts, children's 
play area, nature / conservation / education area etc 

Different things - swings and associated other age related activity equipment. Perhaps a skate park - no 
football as too near houses unless current walls are replaced and made higher. Netball/basketball pitches 
would be appropriate too. 

Diner for the kids to go and eat, along with a council gym / swimming pool. 

Disabled access playpark 

Divided into sporting and recreational areas with planted landscaping and seated areas. 

Do  not agree with proposals 

Do not agree with this. Use brownfield site for school 

do not believe green spaces shrinking in Edinburgh 

Do not have preferred plan but would be good to have the open spaces 

Do not need another park side by side with the already established Figgate Park. 

Do not think you should be doing this 
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Do not wish to see this option pursued.  

Do we need a park next to Figgate ? The local residents must be asked and they must have more of a say to 
what is created  

Do you mean the new space where the two schools currently are?  More parkland, perhaps something for 
the kids (play area, skate park, basketball courts, football/rugby posts)? 

Dog free green space! 

Dog free nature trail 

Dog free, children play area, football/basketball pitches 

Dog park, outdoor running trail (as this is what the current spaces have been used for (aside from football).  

Dog park, play park, skate park!  

Dog walkers are the main users of the park at present, so I would imagine this to be the same again unless 
there was money spent on creating areas of interest for families with young children and older teenagers. 

Dog walking facilities 

Dog-free area where children can play safely 

Dog-free space with alternative activities for children/teenagers.  

Don’t feel this is relevant. The council should not be developing green space that was sold to Edinburgh 
council presidents for the good of all. Smacks of corruption and profit.  

don’t know 

Don’t know really - though housing would be ok 

don’t mind 

Don’t mind what as long as it is used to build something of interest for the youngsters in the area which will 
keep them off the streets. 

Don’t need any more parks, which are hardly used in Portobello 

Don’t really mind  

Don’t sell it for flats please! Disgrace! Recreational activities residents from Portobello park may want to 
take a long walk to walk their dogs there. 

Don’t trust the councillors to do this green space creation. 

Don’t trust you to be honourable enough to NOT utilise the area they way you want 

Don't have any strong views on this. 

Don't know 

Don't know 

Don't Know 

Don't know. What about a football pitch/running track for St John’s? 

Don't mind 

Don't mind 

Don't mind!  
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Don't mind, but need to be careful that you don't create a place for teenage gangs to cause a nuisance.  
Something that has a similar feel to Rosefield Park would be nice.  

Don't mind. 

Don't mind. Am happy with the proposals 

Don't need open space, already have Figgate Park  and Portobello Park.  Just re-build on existing site. 

Don't think a park is necessary when the figgate park is already there. Perhaps sporting facilities would be 
more useful. 

Don't think this will happen 

Due to its close locality to the Figgate Park an open 'grassy space' isn't really required.  However facilities 
such as a skate park, good children's play park, basketball court etc would be great for the community. 

Due to its close proximity to St John's Nursery and Primary Schools, a children's play park area would be 
advantageous. I would also like to see ease of access for the less able, so well paved paths and perhaps a 
sensory area of scented planting would be beneficial. Picnic benches would also be good. Most of all, I'd like 
this park to be a dog free area.  

Edinburgh provide some excellent allotments sites. At present there are over 2000 Edinburgh folk on the 
waiting list to get a plot. It would be good if part of this area could be used for allotments. 

Educational space for the kids. 

Educational/sports environment 

Either a park, or local sport recreation facilities, something for the local community to all use. 

Either a replacement green area or appropriate residential development. 

Either some form of garden/ green space (which is, after all, apparently why some people are opposed to 
building the school in Portobello Park) or some kind of sports area (three full-size pitches sounds good!) 

Elspeth Boyd 

Encourage its use it for field sports. Children need to have facilities play outdoors and thereby reduce the 
obesity rate 

Enhanced access to footpath/cycle path through Figgate park etc 

Enough space for a play area relaxing with benches 

Ensure it is well integrated into the immediate foot and cycle path network. 

Environment to support wildlife. 

environmentally friendly toilets shelters & facilities with sustainability built in, all weather surfaces, bmx 
cycle course,  

Established trees and protected green space 

Excellent all weather new sports facilities - for football, rugby, basketball, athletics  

Exciting play equipment for all ages (toddlers to older children) like some of the larger parks in the city have 
(e.g. the meadows) 

Expand St John’s into the area left by demolition of high school 

Expand St John's School. Create all weather football pitch, tennis courts and play area. 

Expand the Figgate out onto the existing Portobello high school site, or at least an area of it. That way it 



Portobello Park Private Bill – Ideas For The New Area of Open Space 

46 

 

Ideas For The New Area Of Open Space 

keeps everyone kicking up a fuss about the loss of green space happy and the Figgate Park is actually used 
regularly so would benefit from an expansion. 

Expand the space for St John’s Primary 

Expansion and improvements to the facilities at St John's, and added outdoor activity space to be used by St 
John's.  A children's play park with full playground equipment.  Open space for walkers and general 
enjoyment.  Sport's ground for use by the community. 

Expansion of St John’s existing site, as this school is already overcrowded, and students have extremely 
limited space both in the building and in the grounds. 

Expansion of St John's school with some play area/games pitches for use by the community.  

Expansion of St. John's. 

Extend Figgate Park and reclaim the land as a greenspace - the community would benefit from allotments. 
That might go some way to pacifying the people that prefer the Baileyfield site which would force children 
to be near a very busy A road. 

Extend St John's primary school.  Extend Figgate park. Playpark, something recreational.  Last resort- housing 
in keeping with the area i.e. low level houses. No flat blocks blocking the beautiful view. 

Extend the Figgate Park and plant more trees 

Extended grounds for St. John's RC and a green space park area.  

Extension of Figgate Park 

Extension of Figgate park 

Extension of figgate park, good play park, woodland, walking paths etc 

Extension of St John’s, plus a new parkland area. 

Extension to Figgate Burn 

Extension to Figgate Park - certainly not football pitches which will be abused! 

Extension to Figgate Park. 

Extension to the Figgy Park 

Extra sporting facilities or activities would be good. Play park etc.  

Facilities for as many sports as possible 

Facilities for children 

Facilities for children and an extension to Figgate Park. 

Facilities for children, learning  

Facilities for local children and teenagers, Skate park, multi sport pitches (similar to the ones recently 
created at Rosefield park.   

Facilities for local kids would be good, such as a skateboard park. 

Facilities for older kids & adults, such as skate park, tennis courts, mountain biking area, trim trail, climbing 
walls.  

Facilities for the older generation 'playground for adults'  safe community space 

Facilities for the wider community of all ages, planting and soft landscaping, play facilities, an outdoor 
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events/performance space, things that will make the park an active and safe part of the community and 
encourage it to be well used by all. 

facilities for young people 

Facilities for young people and the community - a skate park, sports pitched etc. 

Facilities should be put into the park that would benefit all ages of people . 

Facilities that provide for all ages and abilities.  Nothing too specialised. 

Facilities which could be used by the whole community to encourage fitness. 

Facilities which could provide activity for large community groups, e.g., schools, cubs, brownies, sports clubs, 
etc. 

families play area, cycle paths or maybe a skate board / bmx park 

Family areas with picnic tables etc 

Family areas.  

Family friendly  zone - Skate play area outdoors 

Family friendly area with suitable amenities 

Figgate is excellent for walking, so this would be ideal for sports/recreation area for young people.  To 
complement whatever there will be at the new High School site  - so e.g. outdoor basketball?  Skate park?? 

Figgate park already exists next to Portobello High School. What’s the point of creating another park next to 
it? 

Figgate Park is a wonderful park with lots of natural features. I would like to see this reflected also within 
this new park. Along with a more natural type of swing park and maybe a tennis / basketball court to add 
some diversity - preferably not a football pitch as I think that Edinburgh should be encouraging other forms 
of sport. 

Figgate park is already nearby as a more 'natural' park, so a more sport/play orientation to the new park 
would be good. Maybe an area of more open space, suitable for casual sports and training, kite flying and 
other activities that need a bit of flatter open space but not necessary organised pitches. The flat space 
would also be good for community events. A MUGA or similar.  A kid’s playground, similar in scale to 
Towerbank or the one up at Northfield. A dedicated dog exercise area.  Rosefield park is a possible a very 
good example to follow I think. 

Figgate park is immediately adjacent. Therefore the western part of Portobello already has good facilities. In 
offering alternative parkland now, I think the council is simply trying to buy off opposition otherwise why 
would this offer surface only very recently? I don't really care what use is made of the old site in time to 
come. The council's original plans were to sell the land for building, to offset costs. Why not do that? Or 
even better give the land to St John’s and redevelop that school next. Overall I don't think that the offer is a 
good replacement for loss of ground at the park. Figgate park had a small pitch near St John’s school some 
years back. If there is a need for a junior pitch of any sort it could go there. 

Figgate Park is there why the need for another park in that area? 

Finally my thoughts are that Edinburgh Council should repair the park surface to its original state and give 
the park back to the people of the area. 

First of all not the closure of St John’s Primary.  More spots facilities. 

fit trail, facilities for open air music and performance 
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Fitness park including Skate Park, elder fitness equipment, tracks and nature trails linking to Figgate Park. 

Flats for first time buyers. Possibly some retail space  - anything that can bring new capital investment that is 
much needed in the Portobello area.  I would also like to see the Games Hall at the current Portobello High 
School to be kept as it is still a top class facility and a huge part of City of Edinburgh Basketball Club, where it 
has been their home for 25 years. They currently have over 200 playing members of all ages - boys & girls 
and we should try to keep such clubs linked within our community.  

Flexible community space. Maybe a bandstand, as well as safe play areas for small children. Modern seating 
so all can enjoy the space. 

flexible play and sports space 

Flexible space, with consideration give to creating one 3G or 4G synthetic surface large enough for football 
and rugby. 

Flower gardens and woodland 

Flower meadow, benches, lovely open space! 

Football and a multi sport area to give kids space to play and congregate; grass areas where dogs can be 
exercised without polluting play areas  

football and an area for general play for the youth of Portobello  

Football and basketball space , rest to be grassed ,landscaped and tree planted for walking access 

Football Astro 3/4G pitches 

Football park and playpark would be great and maybe an adventure playpark or even a basketball court for 
older kids. 

Football park, a play park for younger children and maybe an adventure play park or basketball court for 
older kids. Perhaps even a youth club of some kind. 

Football pitch 

Football pitch 

Football pitch and changing facilities.  Kid’s playground.  Open space. 

Football pitch and for use by St John’s School 

Football pitch and play park like the Meadows. 

Football pitch, basket ball court or skate/bike park 

Football pitch, changing rooms etc for Portobello based football teams possibly. 

Football pitch, or more grounds for St John’s School to be used-this would create better facilities. 

Football pitch, play park with activities for all ages of children.  open area for general outdoor play 

Football pitch, playpark, skater park 

Football pitch, pond, climbing wall 

Football pitch, skate park - something the young people in the community can use. 

Football pitch, tennis courts, playground area and parkland 

Football pitch/Tennis court  

Football pitches 
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Football pitches 

Football pitches 

Football pitches  

football pitches 

Football pitches and an area for general games. 

Football pitches and play area 

Football pitches and sports grounds for children - don't let it become another dog walking wasteland. 

Football pitches and tennis courts would be a good proposal. 

Football pitches asto three g and a park 

Football pitches great idea 

Football pitches rollerskate park 

Football pitches to replace ones lost at Portobello park 

Football pitches with changing rooms etc as that is what you are proposing to build on. 

Football pitches with spotlights 
Designated 'dog waste disposal' areas 
Designated 'Graffiti walls' 

football pitches x 1 or 2 to be used by the community   

football pitches, basket ball court, skate park 

Football pitches, kids play area, nicely laid out park with benches, putting green 

Football pitches, netball, basketball hoops, skateboard faculties.  

Football pitches, playpark 

Football pitches, running fields. 

Football pitches, with goals, other games pitches that cannot be provided in Figgate Park as it has small hills. 
What a great opportunity for all weather tennis courts, skate/bike parks, athletics facilities to encourage 
sport participation etc. Maybe a small grand stand so that community events can be held there and 
encourage competitive sport with space for local supporters.  

Football pitches. 

Football site, hockey site, rugby site, swimming pool, relaxation space for students e.g. Garden 

Football space 

Football, basketball,  

Football/rugby pitch 

For recreation possibly including a running track, a football pitch, tennis and basketball courts. 

For St John’s to have class rooms fit for purpose and a grass area for the children to play on, further than 
that, an communal play area for all residents would be ideal 

Free access sports facilities 

Free community football facilities. 
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Free facilities for the local children. 

free open park 

Free to use Outdoor sport facilities 

From my point of view I would like open space to include a community orchard plus dog walking routes with 
to assist dog owners to clear up after their dogs.  

From what I have read to date I think the proposal and facilities that will be available to the public will be a 
vast improvement on what is there at the moment and remain an attractive place to go. I do agree that that 
the Portobello golf course should remain.  

Full size basketball court surrounded by grass 

Fun play park 

Further amenity for the community. As a dog owner I know we don't need just another green space that will 
turn in to a dog toilet. Get hockey and rugby pitches to match the football ones round the school. Make sure 
the community can access them. I run the BB and have run primary school football. Getting training facilities 
is a nightmare. 

Further public sports facilities 

Garden with benches, shrubs, trees, other plants. Perhaps the local community could be encouraged to help 
plant/care. Sport uses for football, cricket etc. 

Garden/children's play area. 

Garden/parkland. 

Gardens and playing fields. 

Gardens for community use - some raised beds and such like to grow produce 

Gardens or allotments 

Gardens to grow fruit and flowers. Maybe a maze with clues. Bee hives. Stables would be good as there 
aren't any nearby.  

Gardens, children’s play area, natural area 

Gardens, Play Space, Sports use. 

Gardens, woodland and perhaps some facilities for children, courts and pitched accessible to community. 

General all-Community facilities to for all age groups 

General green public space for recreational use. Similar to the Figgate Park with trees, benches, play park 
and space for dog-walking.  

General open space would not be required due to the site being close to the Figgate Park. Maintained sports 
pitches (football, rugby, hockey or tennis), would be good for the local community. 

general park 

General park and I would quite like a basketball court. 

General purpose public open space 

General recreation (play parks, trees, paths, flowers). 

General recreational uses. 
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Given over to appropriate recreational facilities accessible to the local community with particular attention 
to easy access to the 14 to 20 age group. 

Given that the new open space would be cheek by jowl with an existing, reasonably extensive public park 
which has been substantially upgraded in recent years, sports facilities seem the likely option. Presumably 
this could give rise to increased traffic and noise in the evenings and at night in a residential area. 

Given that, that area backs on to a park, the need for a green space isn't as necessary as in other parts of 
Edinburgh. Possibly sell to developers for housing.  

Given the close proximity of the Figgate Park I am not concerned about the lack of open space in the area. 

Golf course  

Good cycle paths delivered as part of the overall development 

Good facilities for children to play safely in 

Good facilities for our children alongside more green space. 

Good for extra facilities to be added to St Johns 

Good outdoor pitches and courts would be a great addition to the area. 

Good outdoor social space with facilities 

Good play area for young children, skateboard park or similar for older children, good paths for easy access 
for all, plenty of benches & seats, various garden areas including a seasonal garden 

Good play equipment (like the Meadows).   

Good play park for kids of all ages to play outside, football/rugby pitches maybe an area for cycling? 

Good playing grounds for St John’s RC Primary school  

Good playpark facilities for all ages. The ones in Edinburgh are very poor in quality and variety. East Lothian's 
are far better, as are those in Brightin where we previously lived.  Perhaps also a skate park or recreational 
facilities for older children. 

Good quality and maintained play areas segmented into age brackets to appeal from the very young through 
to early teens. Other site with all weather multipurpose pitches 

Good quality apparatus for infants through to teenagers . Climbing frames swings etc. 

good quality children’s play area similar to the Meadows, grassland, sports pitch 

Good quality children's play area like one at the Meadows. 

Good quality modern children’s' play area. 
Skate park. 

Good quality play equipment for all ages 

Good range of play equipment for all ages like at the meadows 

Good recreational space for all users young and old 

Good sporting facilities - not just for football, but for tennis, athletics and recreational facilities such as picnic 
area?  Perhaps some way of the community using the space for summer fairs/performances etc? 

Good sports facilities and a good school. 

Good sports facilities or a skate park, outside basketball park.  I think it would be good to use this area to 
encourage young people to take part in sport.  There are already walking and recreational facilities in the 



Portobello Park Private Bill – Ideas For The New Area of Open Space 

52 

 

Ideas For The New Area Of Open Space 

Figgate Park. 

Good to have children's facilities 

Grass 

Grass and play area for children of all ages 

Grass and trees and football pitches 

Grass football, rugby pitches, tennis courts, athletes track etc 

Grass land suitable for children and young family recreation  

Grass trees, playing area for children 

Grass, trees, play park, bike rack for bikes, bike/skate park. 

Grassed area with trees and play area for young children. If room, artificial turf for general ball games 

Grassy areas for a variety of sports, preferably fenced off to keep dogs out, outdoor trampolines, playpark & 
a separate area for dog walking with bins for dog waste disposal. 

Grassy space, a pond. 

Great for St John’s to have extra space, much needed. A small play area for younger children would be 
welcome and maybe a few seats for older people who can't manage the hill to use Figgate park. 

Great outdoor space 

Great, another park. But not at the cost of Portobello Park. Would the Council still do this if they build the 
new school at Bailey Field? 

Green area  

Green area for the football clubs, dog walkers and all the other leisure facilities which you may build on. 

Green area that is maintained with wild areas for the bees, bugs, plants and animals. If there is additional 
space then a bike and skateboard ramp area would be great. Edinburgh council should liaise with east 
Lothian and check out their parks in Dunbar, Haddington, Musselburgh etc. 

Green area with small kids park 

Green areas with play swings for children.  Cafe in summer.  Football pitches if required.  Some open ground 
for dog walkers.  The details can be finalised later. 

Green field only, for casual recreation, with suitable landscaping and significant tree planting. 

Green Land 

Green outdoor space for all to use, no buildings.  Football fields and gardens. 

Green park benches and swing park 

Green park community space, skate park to allow our youth to have alternative activities, community event 
space. 

Green park community space, skate park to allow our youth to have alternative activities, community event 
space. 

Green park community space, skate park to allow our youth to have alternative activities, community event 
space. 

Green park space and children's play area. 
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Green recreational space.  Something to keep young people active. 

Green space 

Green Space 

Green Space 

Green space 

green space 

Green space 

Green space 

Green Space 

Green Space 

Green space 

Green space 

Green space 

Green space 

Green Space 

Green space - park/sports facilities. 

Green space - public park - encouraging biodiversity 

Green space - try to create a space that can be used by elderly, young and active also - green space essential 
to our well being and mental health - some community garden, orchard maybe. Somewhere for young kids 
to learn to ride bikes and to run around and play, older kids to hang out, elderly to hang out too with their 
friends - flowers, trees, attract wildlife, bees, birds etc. 

green space and a play park  

Green space and community park 

Green space and dog walking facilities 

Green space and trees and a play park 

Green space as a park 

Green space being used for the new school should be replaced by using the old site as park land. 

Green space for  multipurpose use 

Green space for all ages.  health & wellbeing  for all 

green space for community use: park/sport /leisure 

Green space for dog walkers, kids to play and to promote wildlife along with a decent football pitch open to 
all public at all times as the existing one at Figgate Park is in poor condition.  

Green space for kids to play> 

Green space for leisure. 

Green space for local residents 
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Green space for sport, play and nature. 

Green space for the community.  

Green space for walking, park benches, a swing park for kids. A family friendly space. 

Green space is important. Perhaps at least 1 sports pitch and a place for young people to enjoy the 
outdoors. 

Green space maybe stop people complaining about the greenspace they are losing! 

Green space or sports facilities for St John’s and Portobello to use if necessary. 

green space parkland  

Green space preferably with sports facilities of various types 

Green space release some for allotments  

Green space should be preserved and alternative site found 

Green space suitable for use by the local Portobello community and especially children possible sports 
related 

Green space to be kept, as per the councils promise 

Green space to replace the existing cannot be a bad thing! 

Green space which is protected for generations to come.  

Green space with gardens and short sports pitches/basketball 

Green space with some landscaping and benches etc, plus some sports facilities like tennis courts, football 
pitch, bowling green etc. 

Green space with sporting facilities for the community. 

Green space with trees & kids play area 

Green space with trees and a family area, ensure the flora is replaced 

Green space with trees and a swing park 

Green space would be good but it would be nice to see it complemented by something similar to Saughton 
with the bmx / skateboard area. I think it’s important to provide for alternative sporting activities to give as 
much choice as possible for people to get active.  

Green space, children's park, community area i.e. benches, flowers etc. 

Green space, children's play area, recreation - tennis courts, etc.  

Green space, children's play park and maybe a basketball/football court. 

Green space, park, sports pitches. 

Green Space, perhaps a new park to be integrated along with the current Figgate Park.  

Green space, play park and outdoor gym.  

Green space, preferably (apart from anything else, to help reduce flooding. 

Green space, public seating, children’s play area, enclosed outdoor sport/basketball space 

Green space, swing park, tennis courts or other sports facility 

Green space, trees, plants, park amenities. 



Portobello Park Private Bill – Ideas For The New Area of Open Space 

55 

 

Ideas For The New Area Of Open Space 

Green space. 

Green space. Playpark 

Green space. Sports fields.  

Green space. 
Kids park land. 
Sports park. 

Green space.... A park for walkers and a play park for kids and good amenities for teenagers as well. 

Green space/garden with seating. Basketball enclosure.  Good lighting to encourage 24 hour use 

Green space/park 

Green space/park for children to play. 

Green space/parkland that encourages active kids/teenagers e.g. skate park, adventure playground (at least 
like the one in Meadows) 

Green spaces are fast disappearing and need to be preserved 

Green Spaces are not used by a great majority of people.  Retain the Swimming Pool and a Gym to be used 
by pupils in the Primary Schools and local residents. Help the economy :- Build affordable houses for first 
time buyers (young folk trying to get on the property market) AND also older folks downsizing.  Put my name 
down for the latter. 

greener nice open park 

Greenery ,trees, plants, benches etc. 

Greenery, trees, plants. Somewhere where people can go and sit and enjoy, a play park for kids,  

Green-space 

Greenspace tied into Figgate Park play facilities for all ages of children, an orchard and promoting 
biodiversity. 

Greenspace. 

Greenspace. 

Growing plots like Botanics woodland craft and play area. 

Half pipe for skateboard and bike use; Disabled sport location; Climbing tower; Park for residents; Sport 
pitches- especially football and basketball 

Half sports facilities for the community, plus a wild garden/park. 

Happy for it to be used to support community leisure activities. 

Happy to contribute ideas at a later stage but feel the important issue is getting the private bill through.... 
frankly the additional park space is not an issue for me, it is a bonus but I would have voted Yes with or 
without this extra park space. 

Happy to see open space, some other community resource or housing. 

Happy to support any community use 

Happy to support any community use 

Has a proposal not already been made to use the sale of the existing site to fund part of the new building?  



Portobello Park Private Bill – Ideas For The New Area of Open Space 

56 

 

Ideas For The New Area Of Open Space 

Have a new park for the young and old to use. With input from Portobello people. 

Have already completed form about this but think all weather running track or something for teenagers or 
boating pond all good there are already a lot of facilities/playparks for small children in the area so 
something that is a bit different  

Have it as a play area for people walking 

Have no strong opinions except that I like the idea and maybe a bike park for teenagers could be good but I 
am sure there would be opposition to this! I do think that the community has become sadly divided over the 
school issue and if the bill is passed to allow building on the park it would be a good idea to engage with 
those who live near the site of the new school and engage with them about what might things better for 
them- screening of trees, entrances at certain places, security issues etc. Although I am campaigning 
strongly for the school I hate to see the divisions it is causing and I have friends on both sides. A period of 
truth and reconciliation might be helpful in the longer term!  

Have not seen proposals for this. Would think that some kind of recreation facility would be appropriate. 

Have planted areas and involve Edinburgh people in planting/caring. Football and other space for leisure. 

High quality green space for leisure and relaxation 

High quality kids play area (like the one at the East End of the Meadows), wildlife areas, trees 

high quality public use, cultural site, green space 

High school, primary school, trees, space for community projects incl. community art, educational display 
boards etc. 

Holly 

Homes, Portobello already has 5 parks and a beach! 

Hopefully not just another football pitch - the city is full of them! 
I like football but there are other sports that kids and adults could play there. 
An idea could be a mountain bike track? Or perhaps a small woodland? 
Or a multi sport area: basketball, volleyball, etc. 
Anything to encourage kids to try out other sports. 

Hopefully, it won't come to this! 

hospital , college or a job centre  

Houses and flats the children from these properties could attend Towerbank Primary and Portobello High or 
Duddingston they could also enjoy at the rear of these properties the lovely Figgate Park to play in. 

Houses or whatever way the council can recover part of the costs to build a new school 

Housing 

Housing 

Housing 

Housing- it's a good suburban spot for family housing which is desperately needed here. We don't need 
another park.  Otherwise the best designed and interesting playground/skatepark/ climbing wall in Europe!!  

How about a school 

How about a swimming pool. 

How about an adult outdoor exercise area (trim dich) as can be found almost everywhere in Europe. May 
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assist in the reduction of obesity levels if used in conjunction with a low calorie diet. 

How about an all-weather pitch for football/courts for tennis - somewhere people can play sport without 
having to pay. Encourage children to get into things when they want to, when the urge takes them, rather 
than them being put off by the hurdle of cash! 

How about making it a place of reflection for Councillors on how badly each and every one of them have 
made decisions which affect people's day to day living!!  

How about replacing the existing sports pitches at Portobello park with new sports facilities/play park for 
kids to use - possibly an all weather park as well? 

How can there be space for 3 football pitches if St John's is to get increased space??? If St John's is to be on 
this site, then give the full site to St John's.  The facilities at St John's are just as dire as Portobello.  Let the 
children have grass and play areas in their playground.  At least that way they won't be covered in graffiti 
like the rest of the play equipment in Portobello. 

I actually don't think we need another park, Portobello has some lovely green space very well maintained by 
the council. However if we are to get another Park then let’s get some of the things the venomous infertile 
brigade have blocked over the years. Instead of only charity shops in the area have something that people 
come to Portobello to use like a mega park. The meadows one is busy everyday with families of all ages. 
Although my kids have grown up I would be in favour of skate parks and things for local kids to do 

I actually think that space could be better utilised by creating more affordable housing instead. Figgate park 
is nearby so further green space is not needed, the area is heavily residential so making it commercial might 
disrupt the residents lives and affect their property prices whereas housing would not. 

I agree it should be football pitches. 

I agree with my wife a tribute to a Portobello and Scottish great. 

I am a bit confused with this question - I thought this space would be used for st johns new school? 

I am all for Green space , if it’s adjoining the figgate park that would be great , as it a well used park unlike 
Portobello park.  

I am doubtful that this space could be an adequate replacement for Portobello Park, as it has no views or 
mature trees, but I would like to see it used for such projects as a fitness trail or nature education. 

I am happy with the Council's proposals. 

I am just glad it’s not housing an open space would be good. 

I am not as concerned about that as having a decent school. I will let the locals decide.  

I am not in favour of the council going ahead with a private bill allowing Portobello Park to be used as the 
site for the new Portobello High School and would like to register my strong opposition to this plan. 

I am not local and think this should be decided locally 

I am not prepared to participate in this.  

I am not prepared to suggest uses for a "new space" when we already have the Common Land.  The Council 
should abide by the previous decision rather than continue to force this matter till they get their own way!  
Whatever happened to democracy?   The Councillors involved should be ashamed of their heavy handed 
tactics! 

I am not sure at all, as I do not use green spaces in Edinburgh. If the space is as big as has been mentioned, 
then I would suggest a skate park could be useful as I do not know of one in the Portobello area. Perhaps 
some space for football, and some open green space? 
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I am not sure but I would ask the local community at the time and make it a prize draw for the best 
suggestion. 

I am not sure if it's a good idea to combine a Catholic School and a Non-Denominational school. 

I am not sure of what this space should be but am really heartened that this has been put forward as a 
compromise on the loss of green space to accommodate on that lost on Portobello Park, which to me, has 
been the main crux of the argument from the objectors to the proposals to building on the park, a green 
space to enhance and compliment Figgate Park would be great. 

I am not sure what I would Like to see there  

I am not worried about what green space is used for the commitment to green space is important in its own.  
A safe amenity for children to play in would be desirable.   

I am sure the busy bodies that are objecting in the first place would be the first port of call for the use of 
space: Or do a similar survey within the local community 

I am sure you Parks and Garden department can come up with a super green space, lots of trees, shrubs and 
flowering borders.  It could be make into something very beautiful I know. 

I am uncertain, were you not going to transpose the functions of the current Portobello Park to this new 
open space? 

I am unhappy with this subsidiary question being included in the survey. It is leading and is not appropriate.  
I further find that the wording of the main question is slanted in that it does not repeat in clear language 
that this involves challenging a legal judgement. The question is framed solely in terms of the changed land 
use and contains no reference to the current legal status of the land. I find this failure by the Council very 
disappointing. 

I believe a new School would have all weather football pitches. I am also aware of the Figgate Park which is 
nearby. I do not have a strong feeling about replacement green space. To be honest I do not think the 
proposed site is used greatly apart from dog walkers currently. 

I believe it would be entirely unfair to not offer an area for public use for example a playground, Community 
youth centre, sports facility for the community or if possible all rolled into one. 

I believe local people should decide this.  A place to learn to do sports would seem to be a good suggestion. 

I believe that the Portobello area is lucky to have a range of parks and outdoor areas available for walking, 
cycling and informal outdoor activities.  It also has good provision for younger children and families.  I would 
like to see recreation/leisure facilities which could be booked by families/groups and which are safe and well 
cared for 

I believe the space should be used to build the high school. 

I believe this site should only be used to build the new school this being in a far more appropriate place.  
There are already open-air playing pitches nearby at Holyrood High School, currently lit up at night causing 
light pollution. I certainly do not believe this should be replicated at the Portobello site. Any change of use 
should be as a parkland for people and wildlife. 

I believe this to be yet another lie from the council and cannot understand why the school is not being built 
on the current site as it is the same sqm area as is the park. 

I couldn’t care less 

I do not agree with this proposal, much smaller space than the park that will be lost. Space for parkland in 
addition to sports facilities must be maintained otherwise a situation as miserable as the loss of meggetland 
park will be the result. 
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I do not believe that any of the other options being put forward are suitable due to the location, size of site 
and safety of pupils attending. A new high school is required ASAP and building it on Portobello Park would 
enable this to happen. 

I do not believe that the school should be built on the proposed site 

I do not believe that this area will be turned into green space, I vote to build the new school on the current 
location and to keep Portobello Park. Happen.  

I do not believe the council will fulfil this promise and even if they do in the short term future generations 
cannot rely upon this green space remaining 

I do not believe this idea is sensible. A new area of open space is not needed in this part of the community, 
Figgate park already exists in this area, it is a wonderful park and more is no need for more green space 
here. It is a wonderful park and there is no need for more green space here. It would be grossly unfair on the 
communities of Milton Road and Magdalene who would lose out with the loss of Portobello Park. The 
council should be fair in ensuring sufficient green space for all neighbourhoods. I think this proposal is to 
appreciate those fighting for the preservation of green space and to persuade the doubters. Please refer 
back to my answer in Q2, I firmly believe Portobello park should be improved for all. 

I do not believe this will ever happen. If it does then green space for all to use free of charge. 

I do not believe we will get back green space there. I think it is just an empty promise! 

I do not consider this worth answering! From many years of experience, I believe that what the council say it 
will do, and what it does are completely different. As soon as permission to build on the park is given, the 
whole situation will change.  

I do not have a strong view on this because I believe we have a wide variety of open spaces. However, my 
view is it should be something useful to the widest spectrum of people. 

I do not live in the area but cannot see any downside to open green space! 

I do not mind. 

I do not see how this is 'an important part of the proposals to use Portobello Park' unless it is to satisfy 
objections by replacing parkland. While I am in favour of this, my objection is in terms of using council 
powers and the law to override the original terms of the disposition. 

I do not think it makes sense to put another park next to the existing park especially as this park would have 
no legal protection.  My preference would be to keep the space green. 

I do not think that this is a relevant issue.  It appears to be included in the consultation document in order to 
allow people to feel that they have participated in a meaningful way. It does to change the fact that green 
space will be lost. 

I do not think the council should go ahead with this bill. If Portobello had been granted PPI money some 
years ago the plans were to build the new school on the existing site, I consider this to be a desirable option 
for access than a building on a very busy road. The pitches on Portobello Park (for a variety of sports) could 
be used for recreation unit free access for the people of Portobello when the school were not using them. 
School facilities have NEVER been let free for use by the community. The council have changed their views 
so many times in the past 10 years - how can we trust them to keep any promises this time 

I do not think this is a topic to be discussed as I am against the whole plan as presented - see above. 

I do not think this question is relevant as I do not support the council plan to build on the park. 

I do not think this would be necessary so close to the Figgate Park 

I do not understand why this land is not being used to rebuild the school - Decanting pupils in the interim as 
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done with other such projects in Edinburgh (St Thomas of Aquins) -There is a park next door Figgate so no 
pint in another one, again it looks like land grabbing- or misuse of public assets, at the same time shrinking 
from responsibility re- up keep and proposing schools 

I do not want to see football pitches there - they take up a lot of space and in practice are used by a 
relatively small number of mainly males. It should be space that everyone can use, with a lot of variety of 
activities. 

I don’t believe it is anywhere as big but if it is will there be a golf course also? 

I don’t believe that the council keep their promise of changing the current site into park because they did 
say that they didn’t think it was the right place for a new park. 

I don’t have a strong option on this  

I don’t have a strong view on that and trust the council to use it well 

I don’t have any thoughts on what the space should be used for 

I don’t know 

I don’t mind 

I don’t think football pitches would be needed as there are pitches planned in the new school. I think a 
decent playpark for children, possibility of a small skatepark? what about a dedicated dog area, with dog 
bins ant the entrances, and some sort of agility section 

I don’t think it should be left as an open space there, it should be rebuilt upon as a new school 

I don’t think there should be a new area of open space when there is a perfect open area already exists. I 
think it is a ridiculous question when the move to build on Portobello park is illegal 

I don’t trust council they are of no value, just look at the trams, they are a disgrace PS can’t turn off PCs in 
library 

I don’t want to see you 

I don't actually think a new park is necessary locally.  I would rather see the money going into upgrading the 
existing Figgate Park for example.  I would use the site for mixed use: housing; offices & retail. 

I don't agree that there should be any changes to the current situation 

I don't agree with these proposals so have no suggestions as you'll never get everyone to agree. As stated 
above you'll end up selling it! 

I don't believe it for a second!!  I think there would be a budget review and that this would not happen due 
to the unforeseen expense.  Also if a facility was to be built it would more than likely have restricted access. 
Again not providing a FREE open space for everyone to enjoy, especially those that cannot afford using the 
Edinburgh leisure facilities. 

I don't believe there is any certainty that the old St Johns/High School site will be used as green space. If the 
existing Porty park can be built on how can we be sure a newly created green space will not be built on in a 
few years time. As a principle I think we need to protect the green space we have. 

I don't believe this will actually happen and the space is not as big as the current site. 

I don't for one minute believe that this site would be left un-developed. 

I don't have a strong view on this question.  My suggestion would be to hold some facilitated sessions to 
encourage members of the community to express their preferences. 

I don't have an idea, I just want to see this being used properly and not as at present. 
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I don't have any opinion for the old site, but hopefully it will be sensitive to the residents round about and 
be a benefit to St John's. 

I don't have any opinions on the use of this space. 

I don't have any strong views about this. Perhaps a playpark for use by children of all ages.  

I don't have any strong views as to what the open space could be used for but it should be for community 
use.  

I don't have faith that this will happen and that the land won't be developed. It is only appropriate that all 
this land is turned to open parkland suitable for sport.  

I don't have strong feelings about what it should be used for other than that, at minimum, it should replace 
like for like what is being lost at Portobello park. 

I don't have strong views on this.  A bit of something for everyone where kids can play (some swings etc) , 
teenagers can hang out (basket ball) and dogs can be walked  - the areas for kids playing etc can be fenced 
off to keep the dogs out but the main area should have nice paths with trees and shrubs.  

I don't have very strong views on this.  However, Portobello does lack woodland so that would be good. 

I don't know but it's close to Figgate Park so no need for landscaped parkland, and the new school will have 
football pitches - so it should be something different from either of those. Not just a patch of grass either - 
that would just create another park like Portobello Park is now, and it is underused and not attractive. How 
about a skate park like at Saughton, or tennis courts? 

I don't know the area well enough to comment on this question. 

I don't know. Anything would be good: ballpark, football pitch, play park, woodland. 

I don't like an idea of the new area of open space 

I don't live in Portobello so I don't really know what the area needs most from its outdoor spaces - whatever 
the area most needs would be best, though, whether that's communal sports facilities like tennis courts or a 
putting green or a play park... 

I don't live in the area so have no strong feelings about the best use of the new space. 

I don't mind 

I don't mind 

I don't really mind.  

I don't think I trust the city council to do anything other than sell that site to the highest bidder to use it for 
development. 

I don't think this needs to be decided now, I'm sure there will be a lot of debate if anything other than a 
large grassed area is proposed. This is after all a built up residential area. 

I don't want a new area of open space. I would like to keep Portobello Park how it is now. 

I don't want just a 1/4 of the park, I want it to remain fully, without the school. 

I don't want to see anything but the school already there. However if it comes to be open space, a good 
park, provision for children maybe a play area and sand pit, and for folks walking their dog with a bin for 
their excrement in bags deposited by the owners, seats for elderly folks and maybe some nice flower beds. 

I don't want to see this being created. 

I feel a deciduous woodland linking to figgate park would be pleasant. An additional idea would be to 
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include a large natural/woodland version of the maze-like installation as found in george square garden with 
native wild flowers and grasses to encourage wildlife to the area.  

I feel extending the Figgate is ridiculous. Does it need more green space? Its huge already! The best thing 
would be to enhance Portobello park so it can be enjoyed as much needed greenspace along Milton Road. 
Sporting facilities should be built- football, tennis. Otherwise create an arboretum or peony garden, maybe 
make a section dog free for mums and kids to picnic on in the summer. 

I feel it is important that the design of the new park is such that: 
(a) there is access from Duddingston Road 
(b) it appears to "join" the existing Figgate Park. I'd like to see pathways leading from Duddingston Road 
across the site to the current High School back gate at Hamilton Drive. Once Hamilton Drive is crossed at this 
point you could then access the Figgate Park, perhaps through a new entrance. The aggregation of the two 
adjacent green areas would be better than the two as separate parks. 
(c) It would be good to have a new children's playground on the new park. The existing playground in the 
Figgate Park between Mountcastle Crescent and the railway sidings is very well used but dated equipment-
wise compared to other playgrounds. 

I feel that the plans already drawn up are extremely accommodating for school pupils and the public. I know 
this area from my childhood so know exactly where it is. I also have a relative's child who will be starting 
Portobello High School after the summer. 

I feel the best use of this space is to encourage sport and recreation. I would therefore like to see a space 
that is suitable for as wide a range of sports and outdoor activities as possible.  This might also include some 
changing facilities to aid the development of sports clubs who would utilise the space. 

I feel the new park space created should cater for the community at large. Bordering / integrating with 
Figgate Park I would suggest that play facilities for infants and children would be of benefit. I also feel tree 
planting to compensate for any tree loss resulting from the new PHS build would balance any loss.  

I feel we do not need open space at the existing site of the building area ahead at Portobello Park, the 
Figgate park is near at hand and is sufficient security for our surrounding properties. 

I find it hard to trust the council will create more park land 

I have a dog so an area of good walkway, with trees and shrubs would appeal to me.  Having bins 
strategically placed would also be a must.  A play area for children would be a good idea. 

I have happy memories of Scout Sports Days on that area of previously open space.  Put it back as it used to 
be - well drained and tended, multi-use, flat grassland. 

I have left Portobello and now live outside Musselburgh.  Therefore it's really up to local residents what they 
want to do with the area.  My personal view would be do not use it for football! 

I have never ever heard of something taking so long !!!! For goodness sake CRYING OUT FOR THE NEW 
SCHOOL  STOP DISCUSSING AND TAKE ACTION ! Build build build  

I have no firm or hard line views on the use of the land, the people of Portobello and the surrounding areas 
are already in the privileged position of having numerous areas of green space, hills and beach on their 
doorstep. Use the land to build a homeless shelter or ex offender halfway house or something useful. 

I have no interest in what the land is used for. I am only interested in maintaining what is by right belonging 
to me and my children and my grandchildren, viz Portobello Park, not in seeing their heritage swallowed by 
greedy developers, aided and abetted it appears, by the Council!! 

I have no opinion on this either way - I just want a new school on the park for our pupils asap. 

I have no opinion on this space - it’s a poor substitute for the land in question 
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I have no particular suggestion, but whatever is created should not be of a nature which renders it 
inaccessible to those who would lose out if the school were to be built, i.e. dog-walkers and anyone else 
who just wishes to enjoy a quiet walk or relax in a green space. Specifically - do not create sports pitches or 
children's play areas. 

I have no particular view on this but would favour a wilderness area to support wildlife and the regeneration 
of woodland.  

I have no particular view on what kind of open space the Council should provide at the site of the present 
school, we are quite blessed in the area with open areas, Holyrood Park, Figgate Park, Calvary etc etc. 
Something that meets the needs of the (closest) local residents and doesn't become an eyesore or drinking 
den. 

I have no preference as long it is available for public use 

I have no preference just what is felt necessary by others who have needs 

I have no preference to express. 

I have no preference, whatever the council see as appropriate. 

I have no specific ideas at present.  Would go with the majority.  Think it's because my children are older 
now.   

I have no strong opinion on this. 

I have no strong opinion. 

I have no strong opinions on this. 

I have no strong preference, but if you are taking away some parkland from the proposed site, then some of 
this could be new parkland. 

I have no strong views about how the space should be used although if St John's is rebuilt on the site I can 
see that open playing fields would be attractive.  

I have no strong views on how best to use this new space. 

I have no strong views.   

I have no suggestions. 

I have no view on what might be placed there 

I have not any view as to what you could do with the empty space except that there would be two park 
spaces near to each other. I was thinking of brighton place? 

I haven't given this too much thought as the school takes priority. Portobello is lucky to be served by an 
abundance of areas of natural beauty, and good facilities. I really don't know at this time how the site could 
be best utilised. 

I honestly don’t think the space would be used for that, I think in the end it would be sold for houses. 
However, a football pitch (grass) a full size artificial pitch as well as a public tennis court and playground. 

I just don't believe the council would do this, why not just build on the current site of the school 

I like the proposals already outlined. 

I live in the Mountcastle area and an area of open space which would complement the Figgate Park would 
be nice.  Also this is a great compromise for the loss of "green space" which has been the main complaint 
and objection from those opposed to building on Portobello Park. 
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I object to the private bill, but if you succeed in this depressing proposal I would wish that as much space is 
possible is kept "green" and used as a park or playing fields. 

I object to this question as I do the tactics of Edinburgh council throughout this whole process. They have 
divided a community who have one aim to gain a new building for PHS 

I personally do not think that a new green space needs to be created and I live in the street adjacent to the 
current Portobello High School site. The Figgate Park provides plenty of mixed amenity use. However, I 
understand the reasons for this replacement of green space. Ensure St. Johns gets the space it needs. 
Beyond that I have no strong views or suggestions. 

I personally feel there is enough open space at the nearby Figgate Park so have nothing of note to add. 

I personally would like it to be incorporated into the Figgate Park to enlarge the existing walking space but 
perhaps for the children of the area a play park could be included. 

I protest No to the school on the park and No to the private bill, Put it somewhere else in Portobello where 
it could blend in better 

I really don't mind what happens to that area 

I really don't mind. Use it to upgrade St John’s. Housing. But strategically it may be best to determine that it 
is green space of some kind to counter the minor but violently held views of those who do not want 
Portobello Park used. 

I really hope it will not come to this.  

 I regard it as very important to reinstate green-space:  trees and other low-maintenance plants should be 
planted, surrounding the area, features provided should be embedded in dominantly grassy area.  The 
current plain grass area at Portobello Park, to my observation, is little used.  Concluding from that, just a 
new plain grass area will not be very attractive at the current location of Portobello High either.  We have 
Figgate Park in the vicinity, which is well frequented. I think, it takes its attraction from the mixture of things 
on offer. So, in general a mixture of components should be achieved here as well. The items chosen, at best, 
should be complementary to what is on offer at Figgate Park.  More specifically: one complementary option 
attractive to the youth would be a (not too dominant) skate park.  (That could become a real puller for 
many, but I fear this proposal possibly also could open another can of worms, i.e. opposition from others...) 

I shall not answer this question since I am opposed to Portobello Park being built on - why doesn’t the 
council build the school on a site that already has buildings on it that are no longer in use - there is no 
shortage of these in the local area. 

I support the creation of new open space. I do not have strong views on the precise use, and am content 
that it should be used for whatever purpose has the strongest community support. 

I suspect that the current school will be in place for a few years while the private bill is accepted and the 
new school built. It feels right to wait until nearer the time to determine the use of the old school site, what 
might be most required at that time.  

I think a family area, designed specifically for preschool and early primary children and their families, with 
wooden educational climbing/adventure areas. (mini Brunstfield Links) Picnic areas and  sand pits. This 
would not cause any real annoyance to the  surrounding residents. CCTV and a locked gate would help. 

I think a few houses would be fine, no need for any more parkland as the figgate park  is close enough  

I think a youth centre with maybe a skate park/playpark would be a good idea!  

I think amenities for older children and teenagers such as skating park outdoor gym area would be one thing 
that should be incorporated. 
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I think an extension of Figgate park would be idea, with children's play area and lots of greenery. 

I think anything that is for children or family's maybe affordable housing or a skate park 

I think as well as general open space the area would benefit from a children's play area as the current area in 
Figgate Park is some distance away. 

I think at least 1 full size public football pitch and children's play area should be included. 

I think community allotments would be a great idea.  Perhaps a nature trail with picnic areas and barbeques. 
An up to date playpark would be wonderful although probably too costly. 

I think if the bill goes ahead this should be written in so any precedent becomes for a swap rather than 
change of use. I would like to see the land extend onto the parkland and figgate burn at its rear. In terms of 
use, I'd like to see a focus on planting fruit trees and soft fruit for the community to pick. It should have a 
permanent BBQ and picnic area and I'd like to see an adult outdoor fitness area / adventure playground 
setup for those of us who like to run and exercise in the area 

I think it could perhaps have allotments in some of it and nature reserve. 

I think it is fantastic that the council will create a new park at the previous school sight. From my perspective 
all the traditional park things would be welcome, trees, grass, play equipment, bike path, wild flower 
meadow. picnic benches etc. 

I think it is important to replace the old site with open space as open space has been taken away. However I 
also think it is important to get it right due to the current Figgate Park being close by. I think the space 
should have facilities for children and adults alike maybe small football pitches, small putting green (similar 
to that at the Meadows). Skate parks are also very popular children maybe a ramp could be put in. I also 
think it would be good to try and integrate it with the current park and then maybe small events could be 
held there to help bring the community together. I understand the big problem is money and all of the 
above costs money to implement and maintain. But I also think it’s worth investing money in the future and 
if there are things for children to do it may stop some of the antisocial behaviour in nearby areas. However 
this may just be wishful thinking!  

I think it is well over due for a new build, I will have 3 children using it 

I think it should be multipurpose for young and old. I think that a quality skate park should be a vital part as 
well as a wild eco area and even a community veg garden. 

I think it should be turned into a place for everyone in the community to enjoy, like a botanic garden with a 
fountain/water feature and seating areas. 

I think it should be used for building the St johns primary school 

I think it should become a new public park.  Subject to how much money is available for this project I think 
all or some of these are worthy of consideration-trees/shrubs, benches, pond, children's play park/area, 
cafe, allotments, tennis courts. 

I think it would be best used as somewhere for the kids to go maybe a youth centre to try and keep children 
out of trouble.  Everything is closing down around us and the kids have nothing to do with their time.  Which 
then cause's them to get themselves into mischief  

I think it would be better to see all the possible choices and get a public vote on them 

I think it would be good if a community based social enterprise took it over and turned it into a sensory 
garden or community garden with cafe etc. This would create employment, training etc and offer something 
a bit different in the area that could be self sustaining. 

I think it would be great to have a recreational area that would help promote sport within the local area. 
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I think it would be utterly pointless to create a park on this site....has anyone looked across the road and 
seen the very large Figgate Park? 

I think it would make sense to build a new school for St John's before the land is built on with flats. 
Otherwise, in a few years St John's will find itself in the same position as Portobello High School in not being 
able to find a suitable site. 

I think it’s a better idea to leave the park alone and use the existing site to build the school. I am actually 
appalled at the councillors backing a private bill when it has already been decided that the park is common 
good land. 

 I think it’s a better idea to leave the park alone and use the existing site to build the school. I am actually 
appalled at the councillors backing a private bill when it has already been decided that the park is common 
good land. 

I think it’s crucial that it becomes something that young people can use- for example a space with outdoor 
and/or indoor sports facilities or the like. Definitely not a commercial space or housing.  

I think more recreational space available for the people in addition to Portobello Park is a good idea. 

I think part of it could be used as open space and there could be a possible development to enhance the 
community in the other section 

I think part of the old school site should be added to the site of St John’s and balance used as public open 
space some of which could be used for playing sports  

I think play park for the tots, a selection for dog walkers and an emergency park i.e. for police, ambulance 
base to make people safer and gain access or contact quickly.  

I think skate park would be a welcome addition for the youth in the area. 

I think some nice green space, perhaps some tennis courts and other sports courts. Perhaps a half decent 
play park for younger and older children could be incorporated into it and a couple of nice trails and open 
spaces for dog walkers wouldn't go a miss either. Something in memory of the two schools which stood 
there would be nice too. 

I think some of the area should be used for allotments and also think an all weather surface for sports could 
be included. 

I think that an adventure park of sorts would be ideal, possibly combined with a skateboard/BMX / scooter 
area. 

I think that it should be used for allotments and orchards, with a footpath linking Figgate Burn pond to 
Duddingston Road 

I think that nice grounds with perhaps benches and a small play area would enhance this area 

I think that Portobello is already extremely well provisioned in terms of green space, and this larger picture 
would not really be affected greatly by the loss of Portobello park space from the school.  Therefore 
personally I don't have huge unmet needs from what is already available.  However the replacement of park 
space is presumably of vital importance for those who claim they object to the new school proposal on the 
basis of loss of green space.  So, presumably similar like for like space use such as football pitches and dog 
walking space, would reduce the perceived loss to the community in any case.   

I think that sports facilities would be a great idea and some space where children can play in safety. 

I think that the site should be ecologically balanced i.e. green space and parkland displaced by new school 
should be offset on the new site. 
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I think that the site should be used for some sort of leisure use for the community. 

I think that this is a discussion that could complicate the main discussion as it could raise hopes and 
expectations for the use of this site which are contingent on the main matter of re-siting PHS. It should 
therefore be delayed until the other matter is settled! 

I think that this is an opportunity to enhance and develop further the sports and leisure facilities that the 
Portobello Public Baths already provide.  

I think that this question is better answered by the residents of the area immediately surrounding this space, 
but would suggest that development of some sort is essential, with sympathetic housing even being an 
option. 

I think that whatever the space is used for should be put out to the community to decide on with different 
interest groups pitching in ideas. Housing, an industrial estate or any other business use would be bottom of 
my list. Any number of public facilities would be a benefit: sports pitches, covered sports areas, youth club, 
indoor skateboard ramp, a gym to encourage gymnastics and free-running, an indoor running track, a 
theatre. The list is endless. Something that allows education, inspiration, exercise... 

I think the area should be used for activity for the pupils but also an area that could be used for the general 
public and for after school activities. 

I think the council should ask people again once the school has been built and PHS has been knocked down 

I think the council should think and make the high school there than Football pitches because it will be well 
used 

I think the local community views should here be deciding.  I do not live in Portobello but in Stockbridge. 

I think the money that has already been spent and on this issue and on the proposed Private bill is ridiculous 
- the school remain at its current sight 

I think the new school should be built on the old school site in a phased process  - Otherwise in the absence 
of proposed plans find it difficult to comment 

I think the new school should be built on the wasteland near Baileyfield Road. With the Pits also part of the 
plan. I went to Porty High School for 4 years and I agree that a new school is urgent, but not on Porty Park. I 
am not thinking of me, but of future generations. 

I THINK THE NEW SPACE IF IT IS CREATED SHOULD BE USED TO HELP THE YOUTH OF THE AREA WITH SPORT 
FACILITIES 

I think the space could be used for a replacement park 

I think the space should be used as green space/playing fields. 

I think the space should be used to build the new school on it! 

I think the staff and children at both schools should be consulted on the use for this area as they are best 
placed to decide what needs should be met with this land. 

I think the use of space should be something useful and beneficial 

I think there is no decision on this as I hope you will not go ahead trying to change the ruling. 

I think there should definitely be something more than is currently in Portobello Park at the moment which 
despite local campaigners saying is a valuable resource is nothing more than a glorified dog toilet. 

I think they could create a community centre or leisure centre, so kids would have some where to go 

I think they should build a new St John’s primary school. 
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I think this area would best serve the local community as a park suitable for all ages to use from young 
children to senior citizens.    

I think this is a great idea and something the Portobello area and st johns school would benefit from. 

I think this is a waste of time, being next to a park already. This will be sold off as soon as the housing market 
picks up again. I am being told that this will be protected land, is that the same way that Portobello Park is? 

I think this proposed green space would be superfluous in that location, so close to Figgate park, a beautiful 
natural space for walking and bird watching. There would be no need for football pitches so near to the 
proposed new school pitches. Its only merit would be to prevent the land being sold to a developer- but for 
how long? Little areas of green space will never add up to the merits of having a large open space, such as 
Portobello park 

I think this would be a great space for all weather pitches for community use (maybe even for Portobello 
RFC use too?) along with a decent playground along the lines of the one in the Meadows. 

I think to redesignate this area as open parkland would be daft, as it is so close to the significantly larger 
Figgate Park is would quickly become as underused and unloved as the current Portobello Park.  Unless 
there is a shortage for sport pitches and these could be managed as a new venue for the area, I believe that 
the most sensible option would be low density housing in keeping with the surrounding area; that would 
benefit both those in the community in need of housing and the council revenues. 

I think various free leisure facilities. Skate park for example. 

I think we should either keep this space as open green space to replace some of the green space used for 
the new PHS, or use it as open sports facilities but............it should definitely not be used to build houses on. 

I think we should have a skate park and/or a play park to keep young people off of street corner. However, 
there should not be any low bushes or shrubs for them to hide in, it should all be open. 

I think you should draw up new designs for Portobello High school to be rebuilt there. 

I think you should prioritise the views of the local people on this.  

I think you would have to make it a park for all ages. You would have to have seating areas, a playpark  and 
possibly a skate park. 

I think you’ve answered your own question here!  Why not 2 full size, all weather football pitches, which can 
be used for Hockey also.  On the other "football pitch" sized area have a clubhouse, changing rooms, and 
auditorium area where football and hockey lessons can be given indoors in times of questionable weather.  
Furthermore, the extra space could be utilized for an indoor sporting facility. 

I thought the space would be used for refurbishing St John's  Primary which I am very happy with. 

I thought this was to be used for St. John's new school. Site. Old high school area to be used for new St. 
John's and then land from old school used for park space 

I vote yes, I would recommend community centre, drop in centre for kids with special needs also, we need 
something kids are just hanging about the streets porty - Magdalene 

I want a park that all of the community can use from young to old. A purpose built park could be designed to 
fulfil the needs of the community as a whole. 

I was never that bothered by the loss of green space at Portobello Park so don't hold any particular opinion 
on what the new space should involve. I was comfortable with the previous proposal of building housing on 
this land to a) help pay for the new school and b) reduce the city's housing shortage. 

I will be moving in to the area shortly and although there is a good play park in figgate park another would 
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be great or a pitch n putt, tennis court, bike ramps  

I will not answer this question because I believe the council will use any good suggestion as part of the case 
to persuade the parliament to pass the bill. 

I wish St John's to have better drop off and pick up arrangements - the daily free-for-all in Hamilton Terrace 
is now out of hand.  The street is not designed to allow large SUVs to turn round and the traffic is a danger 
to children and residents.  Providing this greenspace should not be used to justify any changes to the Figgate 
Park which must not be touched. 

I would be in favour of any available park land space for sport & recreation for pupils and general public use 
when not required for school use.  

I would be more than happy for the area to be used as green space with different areas for different 
activities such as football, tennis and a skate park. 

I would keep as a green space, perhaps an extension to the figgate park. 

I would leave this to the school people, I am impressed with the proposal I have seen 

I would like a basket ball court and net. 

I would like a park where kids can play. It should be easy for grans and grandpas to use with lots of seats. I 
love the meadows park. A basketball court would be great as I play for the Edinburgh Kings and it would be 
good to play outside in the summer. 

I would like a running track. 

I would like a skate park and play park as well as some garden area. 

I would like a skate park please 

I would like a swing park. 

I would like at least some of this space to be used to encourage wildlife, especially insects and birds. Figgate 
Park, nearby, is an outstanding park that has been developed with natural wildlife in mind and this 
philosophy should be extended to the new park.  

I would like green space created which could be used by all members of the community 

I would like it to be a community space that would benefit the majority. 

I would like it to be a public park 

I would like it to remain as it is. Perhaps a play park and some general Maintenance would be advised as it 
seems to have been neglected from the council. 

I would like more play space to take my children to and would be nice to have somewhere to go for nature 
walks 

I would like some of the open space at the existing PHS site, to become allotments for private rental and 
community use. We already have plenty of green and open spaces in Portobello so another park is not a big 
issue for me.  

I would like Sports facilities for everyone to be able to use. 

I would like the council to look at the special needs playground at Scotland Yard to get some ideas. It would 
be nice to see all weather /all sport pitch for older kids and ask the older people what they would like too.  

I would like the land to be left rough, with as little landscaping as possible, but with pathways and walks 
throughout. 
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I would like the new school to be built on the existing site. 

I would like the park to be a good place to walk and relax in rather than a play park, similar to the figgate 
park. 

I would like the space to be used solely as recreational green space. 
Definitely no Commercial or Residential development. 

I would like this to be public park space plus allotments. The allotments would be reserved for school use 
(primary & secondary) and also available for community groups and individuals by application. I would not 
be opposed to up to a third of the space to be used for innovative, green, affordable housing.  

I would like to be assured that the site would not be used for accommodation purposes and would indeed 
be used as a green space. Perhaps it could be used as an extension to the existing Figgate Park. I believe that 
the area would need to be fenced in order to ensure it is child and dog friendly, due to the nature of the 
surrounding roads. 

 I would like to ensure that the current site is used for green/recreational space to go somewhat to replace 
the area lost. Perhaps some specialised facilities (skate park, tennis/squash courts) wouldn't go amiss.  

I would like to in that new space trees, an area for primary school children and a new St John’s Primary built 
at right end of space. 

I would like to see a  tranquil  peaceful  green space ( not for dogs ) with trees, flower beds and benches. 

I would like to see a bit of the park earmarked for a skatepark  

I would like to see a children's play area similar to the park at the meadows. 

I would like to see a children's play park. 

I would like to see a decent play park and seating areas and tree planting. 

I would like to see a dog walking field like the existing Porty Park with a small play area for kids. 

I would like to see a fenced green space for general recreation including some sports facilities such as tennis 
courts, exercise stations (sit up benches, etc) and an all weather track for running. Perhaps having it as a dog 
free zone. 

I would like to see a football pitch and a new playground.  A new community centre would be a welcome 
addition as well.  

I would like to see a formal park that is well cared for - an outside community area, with music venue etc.  

I would like to see a full lit Astroturf pitch so members of the public could use these pitches, a play park 
would be a great for younger kids and just benches and green space it would be better that the tower block 
that is there at the moment.   

I would like to see a garden/ allotment that can be tended by the local children. 

I would like to see a great community park. The Meadows park is a good example. I would also like to see 
activities for teenagers and a sheltered garden for older people. 

I would like to see a great play park with facilities for skateboarding or bikes. 

I would like to see a lot of trees. 

I would like to see a marked out grass running track. Football pitches and a small area for younger children 
to run around - dog poo free. There is doo poo all over Portobello promenade now and it is a hazard for kids, 
bikes and buggies. 

I would like to see a mixed use site catering for all the community, providing a mixture of formal and 
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informal space, play areas, picnic areas, allotments, a community garden and allotments if possible. 

I would like to see a more modern play park which could incorporate a five a side football pitch and maybe a 
skate park as well and maybe a seating area for people to enjoy it. 

I would like to see a new community sports centre, retaining the existing Portobello High School with some 
new facilities added. There is a need to provide more chances for young people to use their leisure time 
positively. My son plays a lot of basketball and he says the hall at PHS is one of the best he has played on 
anywhere. It seems a pity to destroy this resource when it is so much used and appreciated by the local 
basketball community. 

I would like to see a new park provided on the school 

I would like to see a park that everyone can use. I think it should have a play park for the little kids and a 
sports pitch for everyone. It should also have a garden were people can go for a walk and an open green 
space that can be used for everything. I think the new park should be better than the old park so that more 
people will use it  

I would like to see a play park for the kids. 

I would like to see a play park similar to the meadows  

I would like to see a playpark for young children and an "adventure type" of play area for older children, at 
this,  the Duddingston Road end, of the Figgate Park.  I would suggest additional sports facilities e.g. 
basketball court / tennis courts, although I feel that the young people should be consulted on what they 
would like.   

I would like to see a recreation space to be used by all members of the community. Parks, gardens, and 
facilities for outdoor activities. 

I would like to see a skate park - although I suspect this will also be met by opposition by some of the people 
who are opposing building on Portobello Park.  

I would like to see a space that young people would enjoy using. 
*Adventure playpark for older children - equipment such as climbing wall, flying fox etc.  
*A bit of a skatepark for skateboarding, bmx etc. 
*Basketball court. 

I would like to see a sports facility, there is a severe lack in that area. 

I would like to see a Tennis Court. 

I would like to see additional playing fields for the use of St John's RC Primary and possibly open access to 
the public outwith school times. 

I would like to see all weather pitches for everyone to use as well as the school for public use  

I would like to see all weather pitches for everyone to use as well as the school for public use  

I would like to see all weather pitches for everyone to use as well as the school for public use  

I would like to see all weather pitches for everyone to use as well as the school for public use  

I would like to see all weather sports facility/ adult adventure play equipment that is properly maintained by 
the council along with landscaped ground artworks 

I would like to see amenities similar to those at saughton park e.g. the skate park and an adventure 
playground. Also would be good to see an all inclusive facility which can be interactive for wheelchair users 
also. 

I would like to see an area created for older children (i.e. 7-14yr olds) e.g. a  skate/bmx park, small pitch and 
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putt course or play park aimed at older children.  The area has several younger play parks (Figgate and 
Rosefield) but I feel it lacks activities for older children.  

I would like to see an area that can be used safely by all age groups in the community. 

I would like to see an area that provides opportunities for outdoor learning which could be used by the 
schools and public. For example a small area with info boards on wildlife that may be spotted, challenges to 
complete etc. A playpark suitable for small children under 5 would also be beneficial. 

I would like to see an area where dogs can be exercised without bothering other people - perhaps a fenced 
off area where dogs can run about rather than running about all over Figgate Park. 

I would like to see an expertly and imaginatively designed park for the whole community to use. Accessible 
for wheelchair users, with sensory areas and raised beds.  It would have an enclosed area for infants and 
children with lots of cutting-edge play equipment, hidey-holes, chutes and swings. An area where you can 
kick a ball around and an area for skateboarders, roller blades etc. Cultivated borders with some special 
trees and shrubs, to attract birds and butterflies. Well-lit and safe for people to walk around in alone. 
Seating areas, pagodas, rose avenues, water features a pond for sailing model boats, and a coffee booth.  

I would like to see an extension of the Figgate Park. Also a play area for children. 

I would like to see an open park space, with a kid’s playpark and enclosed football/basketball court allowing 
maximum use of the space for both families and general public. 

I would like to see children's play adventure park. 

I would like to see considered architectural and landscaping solutions and quality paving and street furniture 
that will enhance the area whatever the use. And I would like the needs of elderly as well as young residents 
to be catered for. 

I would like to see garden areas, equipped play areas for children that provide adventure and exercise as 
well as fun.  Open spaces for walking and socialising would be good.  I would also like to see some new 
exercise equipment for the elderly to have fun too.  

I would like to see grassed areas but also a playpark for young children and facilities for skateboarding like at 
Factors Park. 

I would like to see included a part with nice seats and flower beds where older people and perhaps 
blind/disabled people could sit quietly to rest or enjoy the fresh air. 

I would like to see it as a continuation of Figgate Park nearby. 

I would like to see it be used as something for the whole community. I think it could be used as park for 
children to play in or something that can be used by all. It is in the middle of a neighbourhood unlike 
Portobello park, and there are many children living in that area which would use it should it be turned into a 
playpark.  

I would like to see it joined to Figgate Park, like a wildlife corridor 

I would like to see more sports facilities rather than a park as Figgate is already a stone’s throw from site.  If 
proposals go ahead community will lose sports halls 

I would like to see municipal Tennis Courts built for the whole community to use, also a picnic area with 
interesting flowers and plants. A decent play park with up to date equipment (like saughton park) would be 
fantastic, there is not a lot for the youngsters to do in the area. 

I would like to see new public toilet facilities in this area, and the area used to encourage physical activity 
either with walks and cycle paths for all ages, and play/climbing facilities.  Either way I would like the area to 
retain a landscaped feel with plenty of trees planted to give community woodland feel like neighbouring 
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Figgate Park. 

I would like to see new school on existing site 

I would like to see new school on site in Duddingston road 

I would like to see new sports pitches or a mini sports centre. This could be the case to keep people more 
active. 

I would like to see no alteration to the Park 

I would like to see outdoor sports pitches which could be used both by the school and by the community.  I 
would also like to see outdoor seating areas for school pupils - similar to Broughton High School. 

I would like to see part of the open space used as a wildlife garden and also the creation of a sensory 
garden.  

I would like to see part of this area used as a skate park such as the one in the west if the city.  

I would like to see picnic areas, playpark space, an area for teens - e.g. skateboarding, outdoor fitness circuit, 
nice area for pensioners,  

I would like to see picnic benches and a playpark for lots of children to play in. 

I would like to see reasonable improvements made to the St John's RC Primary so as to give the younger 
school children better facilities for their current building. I like the idea of all weather pitches but isn't there 
enough already with the pitches at Portobello Pits. Portobello has an abundance of open spaces for people 
to play sports so many parks and sports facilities already. I think there could be something put there that 
benefits the community. Perhaps more allotments would be an idea seeing as there is such high demand for 
them in the City. 

I would like to see residential flats and houses with small private garden areas for the residents use and car 
parks. 

I would like to see some alternative concepts presented, embracing biodiversity and recreational 
opportunities to varying extents.  Some sort of gap analysis of recreational facilities in the area would be a 
good start. 

I would like to see some community woodland and pitches suitable for football (5/7 asides) and basketball 

I would like to see some kind of facility for the elderly as there is not many places for them to meet up and 
have a chat as one of the things that are forgotten is our elderly community  a nice recreational centre 
would be good. 

I would like to see some kind of sports excellence centre. It is time we started properly investing in this kind 
of facility and Portobello had an opportunity here to create something that could really mean something to 
the community and areas. As well as creating jobs and the possible Olympic, Wimbledon champion. This is 
an opportunity to be the beacon of Edinburgh and Scotland. Sport is about fun, achievement, excellence and 
the promotion of health.  

I would like to see some nice parkland for adults and children to enjoy but I also feel that Portobello is 
seriously lacking outdoor facilities for older children/teenagers e.g. skate/bike park, climbing walls. All things 
which would help keep this age group occupied in a more positive way which in turn benefits the whole 
community. 

I would like to see some semi-natural areas.  The nearby Figgate Park is important for biodiversity, 
particularly waterbirds. I'd like the new park to build on this local value to nature.   I'd also like to see some 
resources for children to learn about nature e.g. an outdoors classroom. 

I would like to see something designed to encourage young people (particularly) to be active - perhaps a 
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parcours course, skateboard park, BMX track or something similar. 

I would like to see something for older children that promotes physical activity and somewhere to hang out, 
let’s consult with the local 10 - 14 year olds! 

I would like to see something which the Community could all enjoy, also somewhere for children to go.  
Some sort of sports club e.g. tennis, football rock-climbing, along with green space which might incorporate 
a skate board park. 

I would like to see somewhere for younger kids to cycle and scooter, like a mini skate park.  Also some nice 
benches and picnic tables, maybe even a small coffee stand, like the police boxes sort of thing, to be open at 
weekends and busy times.  It would be great if a big part of the park could be dog-free, with dog-walkers 
having priority in another area. 

I would like to see somewhere with benches where you could meet up and walk dogs  

I would like to see St John's Primary rebuilt. I would also like the open space created to provide a wild life 
area with walkways, trees and shrubs 

I would like to see supervised recreational facilities. I believe that this would be an ideal location for a large 
play park with scope for older as well as younger children, such as that situated on the Meadows. 

I would like to see tennis courts, basketball courts and a skateboard park built on the new open space to 
give local children an outlet for their energies and to give them an interest outside school which doesn't 
involve a TV or computer screen. 

I would like to see Tennis Courts, Putting Green and Football Pitch. 

I would like to see the all weather pitches as proposed by the architect in the original scheme design. 

I would like to see the amount of parkland maintained in the area, and would like to see a park that would 
provide a safe place for our children to run free, which can be used for the whole community, adults and 
children of all ages, both male and female, in equal measure.   

I would like to see the area used as a recreational area for children to play safely in, with a dedicated area 
for a dog toilet! 

I would like to see the existing site be used for wild and tended garden space, maybe with some option of 
community garden in order to grow fruit and veg. Something that will enable the community to come 
together in an interesting and different environment. Despite being a keen sportsman myself, I don't think 
that sports facilities should be built. Together with the new school there will be plenty of local options for 
sporting clubs. 

I would like to see the High School rebuilt here as a first option for use of the land.  If it can be freed up for 
open space instead of being sold, it can be reused for a (much needed) new school. 

I would like to see the high school rebuilt here without decanting.  Leave the open space where it is and 
construct the new, improved school on the existing, enlarged site.  

I would like to see the land being used for the children in the area.  Adventure park/play park, aimed at all 
age group, would be great.  

I would like to see the land kept reasonably 'natural' - have some wildlife areas with paths through, and also 
create some play areas but without hard playground landscaping - instead just have grassed mounds for 
children to run up and down and hide behind - cheap too. 

I would like to see the land used primarily for affordable and private housing, as the surrounding area is 
already predominantly residential in terms of land use and character.  Any receipts gained from the sale of 
this land could be put towards improving the existing park/leisure facilities in the area. 
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I would like to see the new park made safe for families and young people -- away from traffic. 

I would like to see the new school built on the original site 

I would like to see the park used for family friendly activities  --  play park for wee ones like at the Meadows 
with benches for parents, but also facilities for older children like skate boarding. Dog walkers should be 
encouraged to be responsible. 

I would like to see the present park preserved and new school built on an alternative site. 

I would like to see the site of the current school to be turned into a purpose build park on a par with the 
Meadows park, which would also incorporate a basket ball court and or skate board park for older children/ 
teenagers. 

I would like to see the space used as some sort of recreation space whether that be a play park, skate park 
or some other sort of recreational use. I would NOT like to see the space sold on for development. 

I would like to see this area converted into free sports facilities, including football, basketball and tennis 
courts.   

I would like to see this new open space used made into a park and wildlife area for the benefit of the whole 
community 

I would like to see this space as quality park land, landscaped with trees, paths, benches, and possibly a 
children's play area. An area where kids can play ball games would also be a good feature. 

I would like to think the open space would be at the east end. Attractive landscaping to attract walkers and 
wildlife. Point of interest for young and old alike.  Children would need to be encouraged to use area with 
provisions of activities such as swing park, skateboard, track for fitness. 

I would like you to rebuild the school on this space 

I would love a skatepark, goal posts and a basketball net and something for everyone to enjoy. 

I would love a super park not unlike the one at The Meadows! And perhaps something that incorporates a 
Skate park and has something for all ages. Portobello does not really have any really good quality parks, they 
are somewhat tired and old fashioned. It would be a lovely day out to go to feed the ducks and go for a play 
at the 'Super Park!'  

I would love to see a skateboard/BMX type of facility at this side of town and this would be an ideal location 
to site one. It would complement the facilities at the nearby Figgate Park very well indeed. 

I would love to see council allotments as they are badly needed  

I would love to see it used as an area where young and old alike can enjoy the space. Areas to relax and also 
to run around and play. 

I would love to see some outdoor exercise equipment in the area for all to use. 

I would make sure that St John’s had a sizable playground that in a few years would not be filled with huts 
for teaching in. The area should have sports/wildlife/educational facilities for the school and community to 
use 

I would much prefer to see the new Portobello HS on that site 

I would only support point 1 if there was a guarantee that the existing school land was turned into a park 
area and that area was effectively linked to the existing Figgate Park. 

I would particularly wish to see facilities for teenagers and young people, who I believe are badly under-
served in the area. I think their views should be elicited as to what they would like to see in the new area - 
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perhaps a skate park would be one idea. 

I would prefer for the council to admit defeat, back off, back down and build the school elsewhere and to 
leave this golf course and public space as it is. 

I would prefer it to be used for sports pitches of some kind, either for the school, the surrounding 
community or both. We need to tackle children's modern sedentary activities with active participation in 
sport to tackle possible future health issues.  

I would prefer not to have original green space used for a school. 

I would prefer that the PHS site is landscaped and allocated as additional space for St John’s primary as a 
local resident I see no need for an additional public space given the proximity to Figgate Park and the fact 
that the school is situated in a residential area with private gardens. This option would provide the pupils of 
St John’s with additional outdoor space as currently enjoyed by those at Duddingston and Royal High. I 
would have a strong objection to any hard landscaping solution i.e. astro turf pitches or additional parking  

I would prefer that they didn’t build on the golf course  

I would prefer to see the school rebuilt here 

I would prefer to see the sports facilities of the existing PHS retained as a community sports hub, thereby 
addressing the lack of indoor sports facilities in the area. Although I did not live in the area, as a member of 
City of Edinburgh Basketball Club I am one of the main users of the sports facilities. 

I would rather the area stays as is. 

I would suggest consultation with younger people & community. Skate/Ramps Golf, Coffee shop. 

I would suggest creating a space that offers something for different groups by breaking up the area with 
landscaping and planting. I would think that a play park, a sports area, and some interesting planting of trees 
and shrubs that will grow with the park. 

I would suggest some new recreational parkland of a type to complement the various other parks in the 
area.  This would allow a degree of land swap - or neutralising of uses.  As well as this, some new housing. 

I would suggest that this should be used for a new site for the St John's Primary School.  There is already 
plenty of Green Space in that area in the form of the Figgate Park.  Housing is another option but only if this 
raises several million pounds towards the new schools - note that St John's would have to move to the Holy 
Rood Campus under this arrangement. 

I would support the building of a tennis court in this area and the placing of an outdoor table tennis table 
akin to what was in London and is common in French parks- I think it would be nice to have an old fashioned 
seating area - like  a Rose Garden and place for younger children to play- especially with St John’s next door- 
and also it would be fantastic to have a play area similar to that at Yellow craigs that can be used by all ages 
and creates more outdoor space and play areas for all young people to use- why not fund a park keeper for 
Portobello- someone who can get to know everyone young and old that use all the amazing parks and the 
prom in Portobello- and even the golf course and school amenities - community park keeper to look out for 
all interests ! 

I would support the proposal if the new open space was given statutory protection equivalent to that 
enjoyed by the existing Portobello park.  I think it should be maintained as a green space to replicate the use 
of the current park. 

I would welcome the provision of any form of recreational space at the old site but if a space could be 
designed that would enable the local community to hold events and gatherings that might be something 
that would help to bring the whole community together again.  

I wouldn't want to see it there at all because I would much rather the need did not arise.  
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I'd be happy with all kind of recreational options. 

I'd like a BMX track like the one at Musselburgh 

I'd like a section where grownups can relax and another section where kids can play, like a climbing frame, 
and a refreshments store. 

I'd like an all weather running track and facilities for kids to play sport and perhaps skateboard/BMX. Apart 
from that I'd like lots of trees and some wildflower meadow areas. I'd love there to be a beehive area 
although I realise that would need to be carefully protected.  

I'd like it to benefit the WHOLE community: an area for children to play; an area for older kids, perhaps a 
small skatepark?; an area for not only older people but people of all ages to sit or walk with nice gardens 
and flowerbeds. A small cafe, open during summer months, could also generate income towards park 
maintenance. 

I'd like part of it to be made into a BMX and skate park, and a substantial part used to create a wildlife 
garden.   

I'd like to know more about local residents' opinions before answering this question. 

I'd like to see a great new park for the whole community with a range of features to suit a broad user-base. 
Sand-pit, swings, chute, roundabout for the youngsters. Skate / bmx park for the teens; seating and tables 
for the adults; nice planting; Perhaps a sunny, enclosed area for fruit trees. It could be a real bonus to have a 
park which is providing genuine amenity 

I'd like to see a play park to equal the meadows, some tables and chairs (some undercover to allow families 
to picnic and shelter if the weather changes).  A skate/bmx facility would also be great. 

I'd like to see open space, some of it suitable for ballgames, and a fabulous playpark similar to the one on 
the Meadows. 

I'd love to see a park geared toward the mid teens. A skatepark and/or bmx track perhaps? Along with the 
more usual kids playpark stuff that teenagers seem to enjoy - big multi-person swings, flying fox, big 
climbing nets (I particularly like the one at Vogrie which has several 'pads' to sit on).  I have 4 small children 
and there are plenty of parks geared towards them... but teenagers have very little, if any dedicated space. 

I'd want native trees and an area left to go wild so that nature could establish itself. A children's play area 
and a small dedicated area for dogs to "go" on would be good.  A little pond would also be a nice addition. If 
planted carefully with native aerating plants then the pond would need very little or no maintenance.  

Ideal for sport for all the schools.  Rugby, football pitches, tennis courts etc. 

Ideally park facilities- I would not object if space was used for environmentally friendly housing. 

Ideally the area should be a green site to replace the land used, however I would have no objection to a part 
of it being sold off or used for low density social housing.  

If a Private Bill is passed and a new school is built on Portobello Park, part of the present site should be used 
to extend St. John's Primary. The present sports facilities at the south end of the site should be retained for 
St. John's use and for community use. The rest of the site should be turned in to a park with leisure facilities 
designed for older teenagers as no such facilities exist in Portobello at present. 

If a thought is not even being considered for dog walkers this side of Portobello Road (Milton Road) once 
again the park at other side of Portobello (that being old school site) as well as the Figgate Park already 
there that will then give two parks other side with no consideration on this side of Milton Road !! 

If both schools were to have Football Pitches, Tennis Courts and a Running Track then the other land could 
be set up to be nature friendly 
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If I were stay in this area I would like to see new quality houses. This is a great location to live 

If indeed the council do get their way and circumvent the legal system, I would propose that at least one, all-
weather, football pitch is provided which is for open, public use and is not under the control of any school. I 
say this because although your proposals on Portobello park indicate that the sports pitches will be for 
community use, it is likely that available time on them will not be at the times that people may want to 
make use of them. Therefore completely separate facilities should be provided that are purely for the use of 
the community.  In the same vein, I would also suggest similar low-maintenance sports facilities  - perhaps 
tennis courts or a running track for local runners. 

If it absolutely has to be that way it should be a public green space with cycle path. 

If it does happen then there should be a new neighbourhood office and community facilities.  

If it has to be built what would be required is a park which would at least match the existing park in facilities 
and usefulness not just a piece of grass with nothing on it 

If it is allowed her it will change open spaces around the city...no no no. 

If it is as big as you state why not build the new High School there. Room for Playing Fields too. 

If it was created I would like to see something which could be used by the whole community, a play space, a 
football pitch and perhaps a basic hall which could be used as changing rooms/community space. 

IF it was created...SEE ...already you're not committing to it.  Leave the green space.  Re do the existing high 
school.  You cut down too many trees and take too much green space as it is! 

If it was created? Aye right! Forgive me if I do not believe a word of the above. 

If it were pushed through, then the new open space should be open sports pitches/facilities like the current 
area in Portobello Park. 

If Portobello High School was located at Baileyfield then this available open space on the existing PHS site 
would be within walking distance. It could be used for sporting activities and 'outdoor education' for both St 
John's and PHS pupils.  

If possible I think the existing site should be a park. 

If possible use the space to extend St. John's primary as they are short on space.  

If possible, it would be nice to have an area where children of different ages could play- with a play park, 
football pitch and maybe a cafe.  

If St John’s RC Primary school is to be rebuilt on a larger site any remaining area should be a green area. 

If that must happen, the size should be equal to that taken out of the park and removed from open access. 
School grounds may be open space but they are not open access, owing to the need for security. The new 
use should be as existing in Portobello park. 

If the bill goes ahead, I would like a new park created, however, I have utterly no confidence in the council 
delivering this promise and think it more likely that new housing will appear. Some honesty would be nice 
which has been sadly lacking in this process. 

If the bill is passed I think the space should be used for really good play park for children. 

IF the bill is passed the area should be just grassy parkland. Skate parks, swing parks, astro turf etc only end 
up being vandalised and havens for drunks and hooded youths to gather.  

If the concerns are around using up what is currently green land then a large proportion of it should be to 
create a space that will attract locals and visitors to use it and support its upkeep. As opposed to the current 
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land that is largely 'full of dog poo' - according to our friend's 4 year old daughter.  

If the council gets away with this to what extent will it be an example for the future, what next? The 
meadows or princess street gardens? 

If the council goes ahead, it shows that they're willing to ignore the law on common good. This is a very 
scary prospect.  Also this survey is flawed as I know parents of toddlers & babies who are filling out the 
petitions on their behalf.  

If the high school was built on Brownfield site the old site could be used for houses, or woodland area. 

If the new school is built on another site would the council still create a new open space on the existing 
school location? 

If the park is left as it is there is no need to create further open spaces. 

If the Portobello Park is sacrificed to short-termism and the current PHS site reverts to open space / 
recreation use . . . It is wrong to describe the site as existing combined PHS and St John. The two don’t seem 
to share and even the long-redundant tennis courts have never been made available for either to use.  
The site should be kept on the Education account, as overflow / bad weather space for PHS and, more likely 
perhaps) St John’s PS. Space could be allowed for sports not accommodated in the proposed Park site e.g. 
fitness / athletics, tennis.  The sports hall should be kept for community use, perhaps managed by St John’s 
or on-line. I am less sure about the swimming pool as services, supervision and current condition? 
Access from Duddingston Road to Hamilton Drive / Figgate Park was cut off when we had to end the open 
school status of PHS because of vandalism, glue / drugs issues. Could that access be restored? 
The old basketball nets at PHS were very popular, in use until after dark sometimes with no anti-social 
issues. Restore those?  Keep the mature trees at the west side and, if possible, merge in the trees currently 
softening the car park. This would form a framework for the park effect, linking through to the Figgate Park , 
merging new uses with no-maintenance greenery and many birds. Resist building that would attract as 
hiding spaces for anti-social visitors.  

If the proposal goes ahead it would certainly make sense for the sites of the existing schools to feed back 
into local open space amenities such as parks. 

If the proposals go ahead, the current site must be left as green field open space with no buildings created 
higher than the current houses on Duddingston Road. 

If the school was built on Baileyfield, a park for children 

If the school was located in the park it would give the residents who have accepted the school for over 50 
years where it is now/ back to green area (park) 

If there was a bespoke cycle training track around the perimeter of the new space, parents could instruct 
their school children on how to cycle safely. This would in time reduce the morning and evening "school 
runs" and improve considerably Portobello's local traffic volumes and cross town movements. 

If this goes ahead the Council should be certain to replicate the open space available for dog walking as well 
as other activities. 

If this site could accommodate 3 full size football pitches it would seem feasible with good planning and a 
good calibre of architects that a new school could be built on the existing site - plus some ground for St 
John’s Primary 

If we are talking about the land that Portobello high is on now, that land could be used to accommodate a 
new st johns primary which is also desperately needed. 

If we could afford it, world class public art. If not, facilities different to Figgate Park. Something for teenagers 
to do, plus a playground that would suit many different ages. Excellent urban design: awareness of patches 
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of sunshine and how much we all need them through the year.  

If you do change the law, write into 'new park' proposal that council can never build or sell on the land- 
because you will build on it in future 

If you have these powers ( which I doubt) why are you proposing a private bill? The area is an open space 
park land should be left that way. The land was not gifted for you to build on it.  

I'm against a change in use for the park and I would like to comment that this survey like the council's overall 
approach to this issue seems to be based on the assumption that there is no alternative.  Please start taking 
both our children's education and green space seriously. 

I'm hoping that the proposals will not go ahead. 

I'm no planner, but something encompassing everyone's needs. A play park for kids, a walkway, a wild 
flower meadow, cycle paths. A place people would be drawn to, so a bit of consideration and thought is 
required so as not to turn it into a place where undesirables meet. Tricky, but could be a wonderful 
opportunity to create an interesting space enhancing the area. 

I'm not blessed with any sort of vision for such projects and I'm happy to leave it to the experts. I do think 
it’s a great idea and fully support it. 

I'm not sure. I understand that this is being offered to appease those who oppose the use of the park - but 
not at all clear what they currently use it for anyway - may just be a desire to have it as open space. Think 
those living beside the proposed new park area will need to be considered. 

I'm not sure; I think having more green space is ideal; what that space contains is less important to me than 
the fact of having it.  I look to our best parks - Figgate and Rosefield - and think the things that make them 
great are what we need more of - beautiful spaces, with facilities for people to use for recreation.   

I'm only looking for somewhere to walk my dog so a path would be nice. Carol McD  

I'm very impressed by this policy, I was concerned about losing green space and this is a great compromise.  
I'd like a dog-free adventure playground for children. Picnic benches, and perhaps a closed off dog-
playground (if such a thing exists) to keep the Porty park dog owners happy. 

Imaginative eco-friendly space which can be enjoyed by the wider community as well as pupils from the 
neighbouring Primary school. 

Improve outdoor play/recreation for St Johns  

Improve outdoor play/recreation for St Johns 

Improve sports facilities 3  G Pitch & floodlights  

Improve St John’s, woodland and skateboard park  

In a country that is the "sick man of europe" how about making three full-size football pitches.  

In a new area of open space there should ideally be large spaces not to be used for dogs (from a dog lover 
and dog owner) and therefore totally safe for small children. Also a very safe play area and a communal 
garden to be enjoyed by all ages. 

In Cromarty recently, I saw they had installed outdoor gym equipment ( think it's called a pensioners 
playground) which I think would be fantastic to have in Portobello.  Also I would love to see Portobello 
creating a children’s play space similar to the Children's Wood in North Kelvin Meadow would be amazing. 
Somewhere dedicated so children can really be free to explore and have fun. We could have an outdoor 
playgroup there, some raised beds for planting and fun events, music, storytelling etc 

In other words, change the gift land, so that the same size of land if still available under the gift that it 
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cannot be used by the council, for the benefit of the people of the city. 

In the new space I would like a park or gym  

In the plans most things were mentioned and it sounded adequate.  

In this area, I would recommend that pitches for all sports would be placed there as well as the opportunity 
to have all weather pitches and an indoor centre for example swimming or basketball 

In this case I would like to see this space turned into a state of the art playground akin to the meadows play 
park. Catering for babies to pre teen and beyond. Recent local park upgrades e.g. Northfield com centre 
have been useless to parents of young children. Very poorly thought out. In addition to the play park this 
space could include a basketball court. Tennis courts and perhaps a skate park to cater for our youngsters 
who have been missing out all this time as this debate has rolled on. A gesture of good will to the local 
community who have all endured uncertainty regardless of their point of view. A gift if u like. I can visualise 
placing this park within the centre of the site and surrounding it with trees and parkland. This would be 
beautiful. 

In would like to quote from the above, 'if it was created'. Will the council find a loop hole and suddenly 
houses and flat appear on the site?  Will St. John's suddenly increase more than the 1.3 stated, thus leaving 
less space for playing fields etc? 

Include a mixed use full size rugby/football pitch, floodlit astropitches and changing areas for use of the 
school and public. I also believe the gig gate pal should be extended into the area of the old school.  

Include a skateboarding park, like at Saughton. Good lighting and some shelter would be good. 

Incorporate a natural amphitheatre to allow music and theatre performances. Large dog free zone.  

Increase area for St John's primary (new) school, and adequate vehicle movement.  

Increased facilities either for St John’s and/ or the local community. - at the very least space should be 
provided for younger children to be able to play/ learn organised leisure activities. 

Indoor football pitches 

Indoor or outdoor football pitches, indoor skate park? 

indoor tennis courts - open park - modern play area like in the meadows 

Interesting green space for exercise and walking, quality play park cf the new development at the Meadows 

Interesting park features, benches, gardens 

Interesting that the council wish to sweeten the public by developing this land which is already at a large 
open green space. Why has the council never offered to improve Portobello Park, Bingham Park and the 
park around the burn at Magdalene which is the open space that is most accessible for these areas of 
deprivation. 

Irrelevant question as I don't believe the school should be moved. 

Irrelevant question which pre-supposes a build on the park. 
Is this so you can fudge statistics? 

Is it possible to leave the gym there? It only went up in the early 90s and is in great condition. Could have an 
associated play area beside it and utilise the already in place amenities.  

Is more open space needed when there is so much in Portobello already and would the land not be better 
being sold off to help pay for the new school? 

Is new open space need when Figgate Park is only metres away? 
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Is there scope for a sports hall in the St John's extension? Any further space should go towards creating a 
community garden & play area. 

It could be a nice open air space for all residents - possibly with potential for open air gym equipment that 
could be used by the local populace 

It could be an extension of Figgate Park 

It could be used for astro turf pitches as apart from Powerleague in Portobello there is nowhere close by for 
the kids to play football especially in winter. 

It could become a small park, with children's play facilities. 

It could become park land even though I know the Figgate Park is near.  It would be lovely as park land with 
a modern swing park for children with walks that could lead to the Figgate Park.  Maybe even bbq facilities?  

It is a must for Portobello high school 

It is Bad Idea!!!  Council tried to get rid golfer and promised to relocate in the other are but did not have 
money  Mr.Aitchison - plan failed with lies!! 3 years ago 

It is crucial that any new park be an engaging open space that the whole community can enjoy.  I would 
particularly like to see considerable thought given to the needs of our young people, especially teenagers (as 
a society, we are poor on the latter). It would also be good to have (e.g.) a coffee kiosk so people can relax 
and enjoy the park. All in all, a true community resource. 

It is essential that the current PHS games hall is retained and not demolished with the rest of the school. It 
could be run as a special sports facility managed by a trust as the crags sport centre now is. 

It is important that as much useful green space is created as possible, it should not be seen that the council 
is using the space to make money. 

It is not attractive and there is an odd person, dog walker and walkers, wonderful potential and good 
resource for community. 

It is not fair, open or just, to seek views on what might be created by the Council's existing powers with a 
view to creating a trade-off against using what we already have - common good public open space 

It is nowhere near big enough to replace what would have been lost. Part of its value is in the location next 
to the golf course, providing vista and openness. Mature trees cannot be provided instantly. 

It is right next to the Figgate Park so we don't need more dog-walking or park space.  Perhaps we could have 
a community allotment (not personal ones) and set up a co-operative to engage people of all ages and 
capabilities in growing food locally. 

It is unlikely to be a park I would use as it is not near our house, so I don't have strong feelings about it. 

It is with a heavy heart that I say I don't wish to make any suggestions. The reason for this is a very strongly 
held view that any options expressed will be distorted by a council I cannot trust. 

It makes no sense to make a new park next to an old park, I have no confidence in the council ever doing 
this! 

It might be useful to consult with St John's as facilities that could be accessed by the new primary school 
would be useful for example maintained football pitch, basketball space etc 

It should be a leisure park that is attractive to all ages in the community. There should be a landscaped area 
for walking and enjoying the outdoor space, particularly for older people and people with disabilities and 
space for sports - type to be determined by the wider community (not people who don't live near the area 
as with some of the opposers) and safe modern play areas for children 
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It should be a public park, to preserve the existing overall level of 'green space' accessible to local residents. 

It should be a public park. Perhaps, given that the Portobello Park site was, at least theoretically, a space for 
football, something similar should be recreated on the site of the old school. 

It should be as versatile a space as possible, so that everyone in the community can benefit from it. Open 
space can be adapted for football games, picnics, walking dogs, etc. It would be a good idea to have some 
specialised play areas too. I have the Meadows in mind when I think about it, which is a fantastic space. 

It should be created as a green, play area for kids with a decent playpark, skate area & other recreational 
facilities. 

It should be developed in a manner that would benefit the community.  An indoor recreational space would 
probably be the most practical use given the weather we have in Edinburgh. 

It should be merged with the Figgate Park.  

It should be part of the private bill! Otherwise there is no guarantee that any new space will be kept as 
green open space! A council which challenges common good land and builds on a public park is not to be 
trusted, and if it succeeds in getting the private act, an ill precedent will be set. 

It should be Sports facilities and not just an alternative Dog toilet . Football Park and running track and 
changing rooms to encourage youth fitness.. Figgate Park already exists for  general park use 

It should be used as a public space to replace Portobello Park.   

It should be used for something different from the adjacent Figgate Park. Perhaps a tennis court or two and 
some basketball nets? Also some playpark-type areas for use by little people and quiet areas with seating for 
people to meet up and chat. Even the young people need places to meet up and the areas nearest 
Duddingston Road could be used for this so that area is visible from street. I suppose locals may complain 
unless a closing time was called for noise. 

it should be used for st johns school and to give the children there a place to run around and to excel in 
sports that the school is always been good at now they can have space to be even better without getting hit 
by objects thrown from the high school 

It should be used to build a new St. John's school with all the appropriate  
facilities and play areas! 

It should be used to build the existing school on. 

it should be what people in the area wants 

It should contrast with Figgate Park; perhaps a mix of sports/leisure facilities, formal gardens, orchard, 
communal growing areas. 

It should ideally include grassland, paths, a wildflower area, benches, trees and possibly a children's 
playground. 

It should include a children's playpark/adventure playground as there are not many in the area. Public tennis 
courts. 

It should match the facilities that won’t be available to the public if the park is built on that most match the 
original wishes of those that donated the land in the first place. 

It should not be used in this way. 

It should remain a green area with gardens, grass and possibly a smallish play park for young kids. 

It should replicate the use of the land that it is replacing as closely as possible.   
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it was my understanding that st john school would be getting a new build perhaps a park or some green 
space could be built there 

It will never happen 

It would be a good thing to have an adventure play area with possibly outdoor an indoor sports facilities. 

It would be a great space for all sorts of sporting facilities, from tennis courts to hockey pitches, trampolines 
to mini golf or cricket nets. 

it would be a tragedy if this goes ahead its part of Portobello history  

It would be a wonderful addition to the local area if at least a third of the area was planted with flowers - 
either wild or cultivated.  Edinburgh Parks Department have real talent and many areas throughout the city 
are a pure delight so please can we have some of their talent here.  Some kind of play equipment for per-
school children would also add to the amenity. 

IT WOULD BE AN OPPORTUNITY TO HAVE A WELL DESIGNED OPEN SPACE SOMETHING UNDULATING WITH 
TREES AND PLANTS. POSSIBLY A SMALL ICONIC BUILDING. SOMETHING TO BE LOOKED ON AS THIS AREA'S 
BOTANIC GARDEN OR SOMETHING ALONG THIS THEME. 

It would be beneficial to have a flower garden type area with seating and water features, a park not 
designed to attract children and dog walkers but a place to relax and enjoy the outside space.  We do not 
need another known children's park as the figatte park is within a few hundred yards of the existing school.  
It would be lovely to have something for the adult community. 

It would be better than the park were the new porty would be 

It would be fantastic if there were some playground facilities as the ones near sick Kids in the Meadows. 
Where I used to take my kid for play as none is available at the area. 

It would be good if some of the space was available to the primary school.  Green space would be nice, 
though the Figgate Park is very nearby so would it be used?  

It would be good if the council could build some sports facilities in the open space.  Let’s seize the 
momentum from the Olympics and make our community healthier too.  Squash courts?  Badminton courts? 
Tennis?  The facilities at Meadowbank are in dire state of repair, so this might be a good opportunity to do 
something special. 

It would be good to allow proper space for St John's to extend. Additional sports facilities would be useful 
and could be used by the community as well as Duddingston and St John's.  Anything that the site is used for 
will be an improvement on the eyesore that I currently see from my window - the existing Portobello High 
School. 

IT would be good to have a mixture perhaps a bit of landscaped area with picnic benches, some playground 
facilities for younger children and a pitch or court for sports for older children.  There could perhaps be an 
outdoor gym area for adults too and maybe some more outdoor activity type facilities like a flying fox or 
assault course! 

It would be good to have a public park so that people could walk dogs go for runs etc, a decent play park as 
the ones in Portobello are very scruffy and under-resourced and something for older kids - a skate/bmx park 
would be brilliant. 

It would be good to have an open area of green fringed by trees - and I was going to add a playground for 
smaller children but I know that vandalism might be a problem - so perhaps just an area left open is best. A 
playing field is always worth having, and couldn't be vandalised. 

It would be good to have any trees cut down in Portobello Park replaced with new trees here or even a 
substantial (environmental) wooded area. But I’m fairly relaxed about this provided its genuinely accessible 
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to everybody. (wheelchairs- path through woodland) rather than you might think? 

It would be good to keep some of the area as parkland somewhere to walk or just relax with a toddlers play 
area incorporated. It would also be good to have an area where older children could play e.g. 
football/basketball/tennis to encourage physical exercise and give them a designated place.   

It would be good to see open park space made suitable for children and families with the addition of public 
toilets and perhaps a play park.  It would be good if some of the space could be used for sports also; there 
are too many 'no ball' areas in the city and it would be good to see the space used in way which encouraged 
both sport and recreation. 

It would be good to use the space for community facilities, e.g. a really good playpark for children, growing 
fruit and vegetables, quiet space, etc. 

It would be good to use this flexibly in order to allow people of all ages to enjoy the space. For example a 
play area for young children, an area for teenagers and seating areas with gardens for older people. I would 
prefer it if dogs were not permitted in this new area.  

It would be great if a small part of this could be a swing park. I know that the Fishy Park near Towerbank is a 
fantastic facility for parents and little kids to gather around pick up and drop off times. I think it would be 
great facility for St John’s families as well as for more general use at other times. 

It would be great to create a community space accessible to all for outdoor and indoor use.  This space 
should rightly be mainly green and as it is adjacent to Figgate Park this will be in keeping with protecting 
green areas within the city.  However between the two parks the creation and provision of sheltered 
facilities for sports would be of paramount importance given the climate we live in.  This will encourage 
better health and with the right support an inclusive environment where sports and physical exercise can be 
enjoyed by all.  Indoor courts for tennis and other sports would allow all year round activity.  There should 
be a vision not just for the site but for the community and what it represents. 

It would be great to give St John's more space, perhaps a playing field for them. It would also be important 
to provide green space for the public, a place to do some running would  be great or just an area with lots of 
trees, plants , a pond and benches perhaps. 

It would be great to have a play park,  a green area and possibly a sports area that could be used for football, 
cricket etc 

It would be great to see an increase in the public provision of sports facilities. Publicly provided basketball 
courts, volleyball courts and tennis courts would hugely benefit the local community. 

It would be great to see some sports facilities or good quality play park space.  

It would be great to see this space used for something to attract slightly older children (teenagers), as there 
are quite a few play parks for the younger ones already in Portobello. A skatepark would be a great idea and 
give something positive and healthy for the kids to do after school and in the holidays. 

It would be great to use it for mixed community use. The idea of a multi use sports centre or sport fields, 
and community centre.  Possibly spreading out differing sport use over the 2 sites across the old joint site 
and the new development.  It is important to carefully think of what happens in the leftover ground in the 
existing site.  

It would be most satisfying to see this "new" park space designed for multiple purposes : some of it "wild", 
some providing play space and utilities for children and families, some for activities such as skate-boarding, 
BMX biking and the like, and maybe some for general fitness circuits. 

It would be nice if there was a park or to replace the green spacer a garden or community centre. 

It would be nice to be predominantly open park land like Figgate Park, but I would not be adverse to some 
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structures on it if there was a need (like Scouts and Cub huts etc). Also some allotments would be useful as 
there is a massive demand for them. 

It would be nice to have a mini botanic gardens on this site with trees, flowers, hedges, shrubs, sculptures, 
benches etc. Something along the lines of Dr Neils garden in Duddingston village would be perfect! 

It would be nice to have some further greenspace in extension to the Figgate. It may also be good to have an 
area where sports (basketball/football etc) can be played - as well as the proposed sites at the new school. 

It would be nice to see a 'green' route from Figgate Park through to Durham Road. Public Tennis Courts, 
parking (between trees) and an area for Portobello market would be positive additions. 

It would be nice to see possibly a park taking over the new free space. Something nice and different. 

It would be nice to see some green space retained but also possibly some affordable housing at the same 
time. 

It would be nice to see the new area of open space include a decent children's play park similar to what is up 
at the Meadows, something more than the standard 2 swings and a slide.  Given that Figgate Park is literally 
2 minutes round the corner I don't think there is a great need for more open grass etc which just gets used 
as a dogs toilet as per the existing Portobello Park.  This will be a great opportunity for the council to use the 
space to really benefit the local community so an all-weather pitch or similar would also be useful.  

It would be pointless if used as an open space because there is a much better facility available nearby 
already, the Figgate Park. 

It would be wonderful to see something that is a way of people enjoying nature - lots of bushes and wild 
flowers to encourage birds, but safe pathways and benches.  Should be lit at night (with solar powered 
lights) so it's safe and will be used by families and individuals in the day time and in the evenings.  There is 
plenty other space for playing fields etc, but 1/3 of this space would make a wonderful safe place to enjoy.  
Another thought would be a proper dog park.  With obstacles and multi height surfaces, plus bins for dog 
waste.  Again, it should be lit at night and in the early mornings for safety and to discourage illegal use.  
Something for the dogs to enjoy, while the owners don't have to worry about traffic etc. 

It would need a Child friendly recreation area or fenced off park and open space with flower beds a few 
benches and lined with fast growing trees to give the impression of a long sited public facility. 

It wouldn't be a  new open space as this was originally sports grounds. 

It’s not the same. The second you get this sort of precedence, everything will be up for grabs at your will and 
I personally don’t think the council can be trusted in this matter, so it doesn’t matter what you promise now.  

It’s very close to the Figgate Park so I don’t think we really needed more park there. However perhaps a play 
area and lots of small berry trees for birds and a wildflower meadow. 

It's a shame that St John's School will be knocked down as it is a great piece of architecture.   However, the 
green space should be functional for the whole community (from the runner to the dog walker). Sports 
facilities as well as facilities to promote activity for all ages would be great. 

I've already submitted responses to a consultation on this.  There would be too much to say to go into any 
detail.  Basically - an urban woodland with full funding for long term establishment and maintenance, don't 
simply plant a native mixed woodland and bugger off and leave it, which is what generally happens - with 
the money's available create at least 2 part-time positions for arboricultural and horticultural staff to 
maintain the park. Cycle/running trails with fitness stations and cycle jumps for kids to play on.  Swings. 
Wildflower meadows. Earth mounds for people to roll down.  A central meeting place with power built in for 
events or market stalls.  Kick about areas. A pond for wildlife. 

I've asked my children and they'd like to see a large play area. 
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Just a clever way of tricking people into agreeing with you. it should be left as is as the school should not be 
built per the Private Bill 

Just a nice new park would be good, with a children play area. Hopefully something that would get a lot 
more use than Portobello park. 

Just a park 

Just an extension of the park, trees etc 

Just comply with the Court's decision. No more "carrots" to influence the decision 

Just don't do it 

Just don't do it 

Just leave the park alone very busy road 

Just make it an open park, there will supposedly be football pitches at new school (which will not be used a 
lot) so why create more. 

Just plenty of open space. 

Just Portobello school and all the up to date facilities that other modern schools have.  i.e. sports pitches, 
tennis courts, swimming pools etc.. 

just something useful  

Just that: open space, green and public. Some landscaping would be nice (plants etc). 

JUST WHAT THEY HAVE AT PORTOBELLO PARK JUST NOW TREES AND GREEN FILEDS AND SOME FLOWERS 
AND BENCHES 

Just whatever the Council sees fit.  

Just wild green space - a well designed area of woodland / wildflowers / grassland that extends the existing 
park and genuinely replaces and enhances what is offered by the monotonous tract of grass in the site that 
will be put to better use as a school. 

Keep as a dog field, make a wee park, keep the green for pitches  

Keep for schools!  Bus the children to closed schools like Bonnington, etc for the 2-3 years necessary to build 
new schools.  Bussing children to schools is not a new concept and works extremely well in other 
locations/countries. 

Keep it as parkland.  I don't think it is necessary for it be developed further.  It can still be an enjoyable green 
space with plants and benches so all of those who claim to use the park so much will be able to have a seat 
and enjoy it. 

Keep Portobello Park. I do not believe this small area, which is near to Figgate Park, would be of much 
benefit to people in NW Portobello who would need to take a car to get there! It’s too far to walk to and 
there are few if any buses to get there. Much better to be able to actually walk to a bigger and beautiful 
Park that exists. 

keep sports hall and provide other sports facilities 

Keep the existing games hall for community use and provide additional outdoor sports pitches for the locals. 

Keep the existing green space. 

Keep/rebuild St. John's school on the site with improved sports/recreation facilities   quality public housing  
public green space 
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Kids deserve a decent school 

Kid's leisure/sports facilities 

Kids park with area for young kids (swings etc).  But also a skate / bmx park separated for older kids this type 
of park is used at lot at Saughton Park maybe even a fenced 5 aside all weather pitch 

kids parks, picnic areas, nice features 

Kids play area (for all ages). Tennis court.   

Kids' play area (similar to The Meadows) 

Kids' play area suitable for all ages.  

Kids play area, green space, good foot paths and cycle paths 

Kids play area, relaxation area and greenery  

Kids play park 

kids play park 

Kids playgrounds and sports fields. 

kids recreation area 

Lake and band stand. 

Landscaped area - small grass amphitheatre, all-weather tennis/basketball court, trees 

landscaped area, tennis courts, putting green would be great 

Landscaped for walking, relaxing, NO DOGS. 

Landscaped gardens and also perhaps adventure park play area similar to play area at east end of the 
meadows park in central Edinburgh. 

Landscaped gardens with play areas for children of different ages. With adequate seating and parking. 

landscaped green space 

Landscaped Open Park Space with play areas for children. 

Landscaped Park similar to Daisy Park.  

Landscaped parkland and play area for children. 

Landscaped planting and paths 

Landscaped sensory garden plus Tennis courts and a basket ball court. 

Landscaped space suitable for walkers of all ages and dogs too.  

Landscaped wildlife garden with walks and playpark. 

Landscaped, walkways, accessible, well-lit and a playpark like that currently at the east end of the Meadows 
as Portobello is very popular for families with young children. Multi-purpose. 

Landscaping, planting and community art installations. 

large communal parkland with play park for kids and gardens for adults 

Large play park, mini basketball court, football pitch etc, figgate park already offers walking area and pond 
life etc, this area should be for the children /families and should offer a fun ,clean and exciting place for 
them to go and play out side 



Portobello Park Private Bill – Ideas For The New Area of Open Space 

89 

 

Ideas For The New Area Of Open Space 

Leave as a public park 

Leave it alone, build a new school elsewhere.  

Leave it alone. 

Leave it just as open space, with perhaps a bit of wildlife garden. 

Leave it mainly to grass with a small playpark and a chance for allotments  

Leave it to the experts  

Leave Portobello Park as it is! 

Leave the park alone. There are plenty of alternative sites you can use. Leave COMMON land alone. 

leisure 

Leisure  

Leisure activities for younger people, skate park, bike park etc 

Leisure area or affordable housing 

Leisure centre with indoor swimming pool would be good but you need something there to create jobs, 
money and not let the land go to waste. 

Leisure centre, Perhaps bowling greens, library, tennis court? 

leisure facilities for all 

leisure facilities for both young and old 

Leisure facilities open to the public 

Leisure facilities, children's park, arts complex and studios 

Leisure facilities/Park 

Leisure facilities/Park 

Leisure or recreational services.  Alternatively use a component of the existing building as a children and 
family centre to support the local community. 

Leisure space for use other than football.  

Leisure space of varied approach 

Leisure use. 

Let’s not pretend that the Council probably has the space earmarked for houses already. It would be nice to 
see it as a park with a possible outdoor music venue and maybe even a skate park that would attract people 
back to Portobello. 

Lewis hendry 

Library and tennis courts/sports athletic facilities- meadowbank is a dump! 

Library and tennis courts/sports athletic facilities- meadowbank is a dump! 

Library, arts, music and community centre with plots for community-led projects and businesses. 

Like for like provision might go some way to appease those who want to save the current park 

Literally anything, that area has only one rubbish shop. There could be restaurants/bars/shops/somewhere 
for kids to go in the evenings.  
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Local Amenity - park or recreation space 

Local Amenity, Football pitches, Basket Ball Court, Skate park or adventure playground 

Local community centre 

Local community sports centre, incorporating football/ basketball pitches, leisure facilities for kids and 
families 

Losing a huge open space and the replacing it with  a token green space is not to the benefit of the local 
residents  

Lots of activity areas for youngsters and old alike. skate parks, bowling greens, nature areas etc 

Lots of fun 

Lots of greenery, a children's playground, plus a sports area (similar to that recently built in Rosefield park) 

Lots of open green space, play-park, picnic benches, tennis courts. 

Lots of open space that can be used for everything from rounders, to festivals to dog walking, and a play 
park. 

Lots of open space with grass, trees and paths and a play park/swings with stuff for older kids 

Lots of shops 

Lots of sports and fitness facilities, astro pitches for football and hockey. Apparently there is a huge rise in 
interest in hockey since the Olympics and not enough places to teach and train youngsters the sport all year 
round. Running track,  

Lots of swings, climbing frame 

Lots of trees, ponds etc. really just a clean, open space with a nice environment 

Lots of wild flowers 

Love to have a good football pitch with flood light that people can use for free. A nice soft wood chip play 
park will be great for the younger ones. I hope there is. Good shelter too for the parents to sit around while 
the children can run about!  

Lovely gardens, playground 

Main concern is that the school has enough space. 

Mainly parkland, trees, paths, kids play areas. 

Maintained open flat grass area, suitable for occasional sports use. 

Maintained recreational facilities. Portobello has football pitches, etc and more will be created on the new 
school site, so these are not necessary. Tennis court, a small putting green, facilities that people can use. 
There is plenty of green space in the adjoining park ... so assigning the new green space for community 
facilities. 

Make a family park , sports fields, dog walker pathway , astro football pitches , 

Make a park!  

Make it a park of the figgy 

Make it a play ground for all ages trees, grass, flowers, meadows, hills so all ages can use the area to relax 
and play and exercise. Kids need places where fantasy can come into place  
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Make it an play ground for all ages i.e. basket ball court tree and flowers so every children could enjoy it  

Make it as green as possible  

Make it green site - no housing or supermarkets 

Make it into a new park with a football and basketball court  

Make it into a park to replace the land the school would go on, put more planning apparatus for children on 
it and it should more than make up for the loss of the park that is barely used.  

Make more park area with a kids play area.  

Make sure it is kept as green space- not housing, supermarkets or coffee franchises. Green spaces make a 
better community and society. 

Maximise as a community wind farm. 

maybe a community centre or sports centre for kids to get them off the streets  

Maybe a football pitch or a filed for different play area. 

Maybe a half pipe and a ramp or something 

Maybe a park to replace the one they are using or some kind of community building with lots of different 
activities for the community around this area. 

Maybe a play park for older children as there are facilities for the younger kids in fig gate park or a tennis 
court?  

Maybe a public sports facility?  Outdoor tennis courts?   

Maybe a skate park for kids to play in.  

Maybe one football pitch, a children's play area, and an open/picnic area.  Possibly instead of the football 
pitch, community allotments? 

Maybe posts, basketball court and ramps 

Maybe some kind of community area. Could have an adventure playground, maybe a skate park. 
Somewhere that the families & kids can use so would need to have something that suits all.  

Maybe some recreation facilities - a skatepark or all-weather pitches or playground facilities. Maybe a tea-
room or kiosk similar to Lauderdale Park in Dunbar. 

Maybe the area could be made into a sports development e.g. tennis basketball and others 

Meadows style play park. Make it a destination park, like meadows or the park at Dunbar. 

Mini football pitch 

mini golf, outdoor ping pong tables, tennis courts 

mix of different areas, dog walking area, adventure playground, community orchard 

Mix of sports facilities, open space and a playground for younger children. 

Mixed housing and park. 

mixed open space and play area 

Mixed recreational and sporting facilities 

Mixed sport/social area - e.g. outdoor gym, bandstand area etc. 
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Mixed use - gardens for recreation and enjoyment; community allotments; climbing equipment for children 
and young people.  

Mixed use - planting and play areas. 

Mixed use all weather pitch and a rugged play area and sculpted picnic area  

Mixed use park.  

Mixed use to make it suitable for the widest range of locals. 

mixed use to suit all parts of the community, kids playparks, areas for football / cricket and picnic benches 
and BBQs 

Mixed use with sports and leisure i.e. dog walking, picnic areas etc. Perhaps some sort of covered space like 
a bandstand or something similar, perhaps even a small cafe or snack bar. 

Mixed use, e.g. community gardens and allotments, biodiversity, recreational opportunities - a place for the 
local community to meet, create and grow. 

Mixed use, including children's playground, tennis courts, basketball courts, and open space. 

Mixed use, lots of trees, activity for kids. NO DOGS. 

Mixed use: some form of single playing field, a childrens' play park and other amenities. 

Mixed-use public pleasure grounds. 

Mixture of facilities for kids. i.e. Skate park, multi function sports pitch and some green space. 

Mixture of housing and green space 

Mixture of housing and park land. 

mixture of sports facilities and open space, benches, community garden. 

Modern play area for primary school children such as the one at the Meadows. The area of Portobello under 
discussion is not currently used by the local community and the use of an alternative area for a large play 
park would be hugely popular in a family orientated area like Portobello. 

Modern play equipment - similar to Meadows play area. 

Modern play equipment, a fenced ball sports area, benches and planting for pleasure, plenty of bins and 
free bags for clearing up dog dirt. 

modern play facilities for young kids 

More community facilities for young people 

More community focus e.g.:- A new children’s' playground with equipment for young children through to 
teenagers, adult outdoor "gym" equipment,  adult seating and a focal "meeting point" (like an open 
bandstand") for teenagers to meet up before or after school.  A skateboard arena for older children.  Some 
landscaping as the present site is rather bleak except for the mature trees adjacent to the A1, and new trees 
separating the golf course from the southern grassed area 

More equipment for teenage children. 

more facilities for children - for example, skate park, tennis courts, playground, community cafe 

More facilities for folk to be active, like tennis courts or a basketball court or playpark. 

More football facilities and adventure play areas for younger children 
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more green space 

More green space would be nice. 

More green space, clearly. Properly designed, landscaped and planted to make it pleasant and welcoming 
and make the best of what little sunshine we have. Hills for climbing up and rolling down, grass for sitting 
on. A Jencks installation, perhaps. Water. Modern, innovative play areas (spread about, not all in one place) 
with seating/tables for parents/picnics. Trails for walking and cycling. Maybe a BMX track, small skatepark or 
mountain bike skills loop. An outdoor gym like the one at Hailes Quarry. No football pitches (there are plenty 
already) but maybe a small hard-court for kickabouts, basketball and bicycle polo. A small 
climbing/bouldering wall. Cycling and walking connections to the existing network to encourage active 
travel. No car parking. 

More green space, extend the figgate park 

More green space. The redevelopment of the Figgate Park has created a wonderful space for all different 
groups to use. Something similar would be excellent. A playpark would also be a welcome addition. 

More outdoor equipment for kids to play on.  

More parkland -with an area for playing fields for children -for football etc,-also another area with climbing 
frames swings etc --trees, flowers ,etc. 

More play equipment and facilities 

More recreational for young and old 

More space for physical activities instead of small hall, getting kids more active 

More space for St John's Primary School. 

More space for st John's would be good. There are lots of parks and open spaces nearby but what about a 
safe area for children to cycle, bmx, skate, skateboard? 

More space for st John's would be good. There are lots of parks and open spaces nearby but what about a 
safe area for children to cycle, bmx, skate, skateboard? 

More space for st John's would be good. There are lots of parks and open spaces nearby but what about a 
safe area for children to cycle, bmx, skate, skateboard? 

More space for St. John's and new play areas. Perhaps sports grounds 

More space to walk, run, skate or cycle away from the road would be good - if there is space and resource 
for an outdoor fitness gym, or mountain bike skills area that would be brilliant.  

More sporting facilities for the local communities, building on the success of the Olympics and up-coming 
Commonwealth games.  In particular facilities for some of the less well known sports e.g. 
archery/cycling/canoeing/  

more sports facilities 

More sports facilities.  

More sports pitches 

More sports/outdoor facilities for the younger generation 

Mostly grass, flower beds, play park, water feature, areas for wildlife. 

Mountain bike track, canoe course, bowling green and all other great sports that Scottish people have a 
natural talent for!  
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Much has been made of replacement open/green.  I personally would like to a mix of parkland/leisure 
facility.  Publicly accessible Astroturf pitches or an imaginative leisure park - akin to the one on the 
Meadows. 

Multi sensory play parks for different age groups. Skate/bike ramps. Lots of new trees, plants to encourage 
wildlife, with some informative signs to allow the kids to learn about their environment. Outdoor gym 
equipment. 

Multi use games area, wildlife/wild flower areas, lots of trees, high quality play area similar to the E end of 
the Meadows. 

Multi use open space blending free and pay to play amenities to ensure ongoing upkeep and development.  
Cafe facilities? 

Multi use pitches that could be used for football, rugby and hockey for local teams and recreational use by 
children at other times.  

multi use sports pitch, play area like Musselburgh, something more interesting than just pitches. Adult 
outdoor gym equipment 

Multi use sports pitch; Indoor sports facility; Skate park; Public park green space/benches / paths / art 
installations  

multi-generational playground (including integrated adult outdoor gym (see Ravenscourt Park in London for 
a great example), plus open parkland for dogs, adults, children. 

Multiple use-  football area, basketball/netball, teenage/toddler swing park 

Multipurpose area - swing park (along the lines of the meadows park) , tennis courts, football pitch 

Multipurpose use for sport and community activities, planted areas for people to sit and enjoy being outside 
and keep fit elements like a track for running/ jogging and some step up and lift bars built in. Something for 
everyone, pushchair and wheelchair friendly tracks for keep fit and competitions. Cafe and outside seating 
with a performance area!!! 

Multi-use park - sports and recreation 

My interest is in my grand-children who live in the catchment area. At the moment they love play parks so 
that would be a possibility. The dog walkers might have a claim, but I feel as an outside the  area adult (child 
minding in the area for a working daughter), I should really comment on this part of the plan.  

My kids would love a huge new fun play park.   

My preference is for parkland, balancing recreation and biodiversity. 

my son and friends would love some were to go with their bikes skate park for all ages 

N/A 

n/a 

N/A 

n/a 

N/A 

N/A 

n/a 

n/a 
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n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

N/a 

N/a 

N/A 

n/a - see above 

N/A in the light of above. 

N/A. 

Native plants and woodland, habitats, space for wildlife and ecological restoration. 

Native trees, flowerbeds and grass 

Natural outdoor space rather than formalised planting; 'forest school environment'; fitness equipment trail 
(not sure correct term); wild flower planting for bio diversity; dog free area; pleasant sitting and relaxing 
space 

Natural parkland, trees, swings and playground. 

Natural space - grass trees mounds etc  

Natural wildlife park. Woodland planting. 

Nature environment suitable for pupils to study 

Nature park, play park 

Nature reserve or park with public art. 

nature reserve, sports and leisure park, nature reserve, sports and leisure park 

nature space, children and young people's play/sport areas, also mature woodland and  open space for dog 
walkers 

Nature trail. 

New community park 

New community park 

New facilities for both younger and older children 

New facilities for kids. AstroTurf? Basketball halls? Something to encourage health and fitness in youths.  

New football pitches would be good 

New green space. 

New houses, a community/sports centre; the newly built (within the last 15 years) swimming pool could be 
retained and extended to create a sports centre for the local community.  New houses (not flats - there are 
enough of these being put up) because this area needs more family sized homes.  

New landscaped park - green space 

New leisure centre 

New Library/Arts Centre 
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New park area 

New park area. 

New parkland or nature reserve. 

New play equipment for younger kids . 

New play park for young children like the one in the meadows.  Tennis courts 

New play park, Basketball court, Skate park. 

New playground equipment, basketball and football pitch.  A running track and outdoor exercise equipment 
that I’ve seen in a few other parks, that have guidance plaques about how to use them. 

New primary school for St John’s and public parkland. 

New primary school for st johns or at least a decent extension..They are teaching in portacabins there. 

New public park and amenities for children and local residents and visitors to the area. 

New school 

New space created (if old school demolished, no matter where new one is built) Should be social housing of 
high qualities or houses for 1st time buyers. School should go to presently unsightly area Baileyfield and 
remain that end of Portobello- this killing 2 birds 

New space for the community & just see the school grow  

New Sports Centre 

New sports facilities to replace meadowbank. Or even an exercise area nor social groups like zumba or boot 
camps to take place. 

New sports facilities. 

New St John’s and some green space. 

New trees planted.  Some sport facilities for older children 

Nice areas to walk in and perhaps a small sensory garden that all could benefit from but most importantly 
those with a disability would appreciate this and it would ensure that the new space met all the needs of the 
community 

Nice grass and seating area with playpark and facilities for children. 

Nice grassy area seating area, additional playground putting green tennis court 

Nice landscaped area with children's play park and possibly a tennis court? 

Nice landscaped grassy area with plenty seating and also a play park suitable for kids of all ages. 

Nice parkland 

Nice paths for walks 

No 

No comment 

No comment 

No comment - I fail to understand why the present high school cannot be modernised as it needs to be. The 
main structures all appear to be structurally sound. 
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No comment - this will be used to justify the proposal.. , 

No dog walkers!!!  This space should be available to people to exercise, no wild grass areas which never get 
cut just a good space to play, football, rounders, tennis etc. 

No firm opinions on this but I applaud the notion of this as being common space. 

No firm views, but I welcome this initiative to compensate for the loss of green space if the new school is 
built in Portobello Park. 

No idea 

No interest in this question. This is not adequate compensation for the destruction of a the local amenity of 
the golf course 

No it would be unethical for the space to be built on in any way reducing its size. 

No keep the park and there is no need to compensate for green space. 

No need for a new park. Use the land to build much needed homes and allow the authority to use the profit 
to fund other council services. 

No need for open space adjacent to Figgate park 

no opinion 

No opinion would have to think more about it when it becomes free. 

No particular opinions about specific use. 

No point creating a park here right beside the figgate. 

No preference 

No preference 

No preference 

No preference 

No preference 

No preference 

No preference 

No preference 

No preference 

no preference, other than that it definitely be used for parkland or other recreational use and absolutely 
NOT for a housing development or retail units 

No preference. 

No preference. 

No real opinion 

No strong feelings.  

No strong feelings. Expansion land for St John's school as required. An additional park area is possible but if 
better play facilities were provided in the top part of the Figgate Park that would render that unnecessary. 
What else does the local community most needs which could be provided there? A cafe? (probably not) 
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No strong preference. 

no strong view 

No strong views - general recreational use 

No strong views ....any reasonable use of the space????childrens playpark, pleasant park /grass/landscaping   
bike/skate park   football pitch to replace the one lost.  any combination good with me 

No strong views although a mixture of open grass space with enclosed garden areas, kids play and multi-use 
games area would seem reasonable. 

no strong views but perhaps park space with some facilities for ball games 

No strong views on this 

No strong views seen as I am not a direct resident. Space for the community to enjoy.  A park for the 
younger community, as well as dog walking space and green areas for people to enjoy.  Possibly some 
barbecue spaces for the summer months. 

No strong views: relocation of golf course? Grass football pitch? Landscaped park? 

No sure given the lovely park that is presently there and any new build would be used for the community 
through teaching or sport. 

no thoughts up to now 

No view on this 

No view. 

no views on this 

No, they should not be building on green field sites full stop. 

Non concrete area for sporting facilities - football, basketball etc.  Playground  Secret garden / nature park 
area 

Non Paying sports facilities. Football pitches and a running track. Play park for younger children as facilities 
on promenade (the 2 parks) are both rubbish. 

Non-starter!! 

Not a full plan green park, why don't you build a centre where kids of all ages can go and play for free  

Not a option we have a green site already at Portobello Park There are other sites e.g. Baileyfield , The old 
Lismore school site, Castlebrae areas which are perfectly suited for a new school and ready to be built on/ 

Not a park. One close by that can be used. 

Not a set of flats that is for sure, ideal for some general leisure areas & a nice - go sit outside in the summer 
pub - which this area lacks! 

Not applicable. 

Not applicable. 

Not bothered too much but something that all the community can use 

Not flats as this would be unfair to the local residents.  How about a state of the art community centre 
(could be used for Kids/Adults for dance/drama workshops, elderly residents during the day for lunch/tea 
dances plus lots of other activities), this could replace the existing Northfield & Willowbrae community 
centre (this is a prime piece of land, could this be sold on for development?).  Need to retain an element of 



Portobello Park Private Bill – Ideas For The New Area of Open Space 

99 

 

Ideas For The New Area Of Open Space 

green area and it needs to be for all the community..  

Not football pitches!  A properly structured park which feels safe to walk or run in - central park style- not 
like the current figgate park which I would only go into alone daytime weekends.  Allotments? 

Not football pitches, too restrictive  

Not fussed. 

Not fussy,  

NOT golf. 

Not houses. Preferably park space. Football pitch.  

Not housing but as park is being removed the addition of green space would balance this out. 

NOT HOUSING, PARKLAND 

NOT HOUSING.  I object to this proposal but if it sadly goes ahead:  I think you need to consult with the local 
youth forums and youth groups/community groups.  These groups don’t often go online to fill out petitions 
so someone needs to be given the job to find out what the local community want. 

Not important...stop muddying the waters and build the school  

Not JUST football: what about other types of outdoor sports? A running track?  Hockey pitch?  Or, with the 
strong environmental group Pedal in the area, could some of it be set aside for gardening/wildlife, which 
would involve both students and community? 

not landfill.  

Not more football pitches! Create another park on smaller scale to Figgate Park (dog free?). Other possible 
options - picnic areas, tennis courts, wildlife garden, small scale nature reserve, community orchard, area for 
allotments, athletic/running track 

not required 

Not required as the Figgate park is more than adjacent 

Not specific, but something for the good of the community, maybe sports facilities of some sort, skate-
board/biking type area similar to that in Saughton Park. 

not sure 

not sure 

Not sure - maybe join forces with Big Things on the Beach and include some display area for sculpture.  
Something for younger people would be useful such as a skate park or whatever the up to date equivalent 
is.  Some sporting facilities would be good as well. 

Not sure - something of benefit to the community, such as an arts or activity centre, could be useful. 

Not sure ... as there is green space so close by - although an additional park will always be welcome... 

Not sure about that. The area is already well served for parks, but proper grass playing fields for the primary 
school is certainly a good use for some of it. 

Not sure as I'm not local.  

Not sure as it's already adjacent to a decent park. 

Not sure but certainly not housing. A modern young person's play area like the one built at Saughton Park 
and a developed green space and public space for a small football pitch/basketball area. 
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Not sure but it could be linked into the existing Figgate Park through the existing rear entrance to the 
School, I do not think it should be used for sports facilities as this would be covered by the new school 

Not sure but It should be something that the whole community can enjoy, not just dog walkers! 

Not sure but something for use for children 

Not sure have to consider that. 

Not sure what the best answer would be but something that would be used regularly by all of the 
community.   

Not sure. 

Not sure; playing fields for St John have to use? 

Not terribly concerned about content. Would like a council pledge at full Council level to instigate and 
maintain a policy of NO COST FOR USE OF FACILITIES IN AND AROUND NEW SCHOOL FOR PORTOBELLO 
RESIDENTS, COMMUNITY GROUPS AND SCHOOL PUPILS AND THEIR FAMILIES WHETHER RESIDENT IN 
PORTOBELLO OR NOT? 

Not three full-sized football pitches, for a start. I don't consider that a new area of open space is really 
required. It seems to me that Figgate Park is under-used by the local community as it is. If it must be used as 
open space, then it should be very significantly landscaped and planted. There  should be a substantial 
element of tree-planting, to compensate for the loss of mature trees at Portobello Park. 

Not to be considered further build in the existing site or build on the old power station site which is 
currently on the market you are currently splitting the community and need to display better leadership 

Not to fussed as the figgy park right next door. 

Not too concerned. Would be happy to see some sort of community facility surrounded by green space. 
library, medical centre or something of that ilk. A shop or small shops would be welcome in that area, as 
there is very little available. 

Nothing 

Nothing - it’s no consolation for the loss of the park.  A wee patch of land.  useless 

Nothing ... it shouldn’t happen.  

Nothing = leave school where it is, if the Americans can build houses/schools in 7 days in extreme make over 
how can a school not be demolished and built in original position in summer holidays? 

Nothing it should be left untouched 

Nothing should be built here 

Nothing specific, but whatever is provided should be of use and interests to all aspects of the community 
regardless of age, culture, etc. 

Nothing that causes light pollution or noise disturbance to affect local residents or wildlife from Figgate Park 

Nothing use it to rebuild the school. Temporary units (excellent these days) in Portobello/Figgate park 
during construction 

Nothing! 

Nothing. Space is space. That way people can use it for as many purposes as they wish. 

Obviously given my objection I'd rather see a phased build of the new school, as one alternative for a site.  It 
should be returned to park land as it once was, but the council have promised replacement green space 
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before with this project back in 2006 but then withdrew that in 2010. What's to stop the council doing this 
again? 

Of course I would prefer it to be green but I am not satisfied with the council keeping their word that it 
would be so for that reason I believe it’s better to build the school on the existing site and keep the park a 
park! 

Of the different sites Portobello Park is the best. 

OK 

once the needs of st Johns have been addressed it would be good to see this area left as a new parkland 
space with new tree planting and space for a variety of non specific activities, a meadows type space, I think 
this would show commitment to those who oppose the use of Portobello park that we all believe & want the 
same things but we cannot afford to be selfish. 

One dedicated grass full-size football pitch, one football-pitch sized all-weather multi-purpose sports pitch, 
and landscaped park/garden space. 

One developed play area , picnic tables, landscaped gardens 

one football pitch and some open 'park' space with swings etc 

one football pitch for the local community, and the rest green landscaped areas for all to enjoy - some of 
which should have covered areas / shelters with benches, to be used in poor weather 

One football/rugby etc pitch.  Skate park area.  Green space. 

One huge park with activities for children, lots of trees and a walk way 

one rugby pitch, one football and one all-weather/flexible pitch 

Oooh, an allotment that was co-run by local people, perhaps parents and teenagers as a bonding exercise 
and to teach young people about collective action and positive changes from the ground up, pardon the 
pun. And a seating area for parents of younger children, like a buggy park. There is a bit of land in bruntsfield 
that is cordoned off and no dogs allowed that my family call the Human Compound, so kids are safe from 
passing dogs.  

Open air sports facilities.  

Open air swimming pool with a provision for wildlife around it.  

Open area for walking & cycling 

Open area. 

Open field 

Open grass for dog owners, an area for a football pitch, and perhaps a small play area for younger children. 

Open grassland, Multi-use pitches. A very good playpark such as the one in the meadows. 

Open green space 

Open green space and accessible pathways and cycle routes 

Open green space for community use e.g. dog walking, fairs etc with the addition of a kids play zone 

Open green space park land with benches for sitting and contemplation.  

Open green space with plants etc. If the children have their school, then I would be very against something 
devoted as a play park - I would vehemently oppose a skate park which has been mooted. 
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Open green space with play facilities for younger children 

Open green space with play parks and plenty of benches. Possibly some 'outdoor' gym circuits that people 
have to run to, do an exercise and run to another. 

Open green space. Sports grounds, parks, and trees.  

Open greenland would be a good replacement of what was lost but ideally I think free facilities for the public 
like well maintained childs play area, a skate park etc. somewhere that provides a safe free area for children 
and teenagers to play as there really isn't that much locally.  

Open landscaped park-land with children’s play area, seating with an area set aside for community 
allotments. 

Open minded. I mostly use the beach and arthurs seat, figgy park and newhailes for green space.  

Open multifunctional grassed area. 

Open park area with a children's play park.  Perhaps also football or rugby space. 

Open park land available to all 

Open park land with some designated football and sport areas - perhaps a couple of tennis courts 

Open park space replacing the area lost to the new school 

Open parkland 

Open parkland - modern play area for younger children - attractive landscaped entrances and a segregated 
area for dogs in order that the people who currently take their dogs to Portobello Park may use this facility. 

Open parkland as well as play areas for small children and perhaps small 5-a-side/basketball all-weather 
facilities. 

Open parkland with area for a children’s play park 

open parkland with plenty of space for wildlife and for people to enjoy and relax 

Open park-land, perhaps with a structure that can be used for performance/art/community events. 

Open parkland, trees, children's play area etc. 

open plan with play area, tennis courts etc 

Open Space 

open space 

open space  

Open space - free area for children to play safely.  Extension of Figgate Park 

Open space - Recreation area which older adults could also use, gardening projects etc, perhaps consult the 
older generation to get their opinion. Also perhaps an athletic use of the area outdoor auditorium, but also 
emphasis on the multi use of green space. 

Open space and improvements at St John's. 

Open space for children to play ball games.  
An outdoor gym for all ages. 
An adventure playground.  
A sensory garden. 
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Open space or sports pitches. 

Open space sounds good. 

Open space sounds like a great idea. This way it would be just like a swap. 

open space to replace what was there. Diverse uses to appeal to all ages in the community. 

Open space usually leads to the grounds becoming run down, some sort of structured  football pitches or 
play areas would make more sense to me. 

Open space with trees, landscaping and a children's play area. 

Open space would be nice but also maybe some sort of outdoor basketball court or something alongside the 
open space to encourage people to keep active 

Open space, benches, dog walking facilities, play park. 

Open space, children's playground,  

Open space, for certain.  

Open space. A park. 

Open to ideas.  

open to suggestions - sporting facilities  

Open to suggestions. 

Opportunities for all to exercise in a casual way in pleasant surroundings such as light woodland with various 
wooden outdoor exercise pieces throughout. 

Orchard 

Outdoor activities for young and old. 

Outdoor al weather football, basket ball and tennis court all council run free or reasonably priced.  Seated 
area landscaped.  

Outdoor area for teenagers.  Any kind of climbing wall, parkour frame runs, half pipe or grind boxes for 
scooters. Maybe some genuine community growing spaces. 

Outdoor athletics track, velodrome, basketball courts and tennis courts. And a wee pond with remote 
controlled boats. Seriously though, basketball and tennis courts. Maybe a maze, because they're a-maze-ing. 
;) 

Outdoor boot camp facilities - an athletics  track and a skateboard rink 

Outdoor facilities for kids of all ages  

Outdoor facilities for practices of physical activities by St John’s school i.e. tennis courts, basketball, football. 
Indoor facility to practice PE i.e. gym, football, 5 a side, theatre, drama etc. 

Outdoor facilities for teenagers, a skating park for example, and a high quality play park for younger 
children. An outdoor amphitheatre or land art (Charles Jenks-esque) to develop Portobello's growing 
reputation for public art and help make it a cultural destination. 

Outdoor facilities for the community such as tennis courts, crazy golf or allotments. 

Outdoor fitness gym 

Outdoor gym, skate park, allotments 
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Outdoor leisure facilities. 

Outdoor leisure. Football pitch/ Bike track. 

Outdoor play area(s) for children 2 and up 

outdoor play areas for the local kids i.e. a skate park  

Outdoor play equipment for older children and teenagers; climbing equipment and flying foxes/tripwires, 
swings etc.  Other sporting facilities 

Outdoor Play equipment for older children including teenagers. 

Outdoor skate / bike / scooter park (e.g. balgreen) 

Outdoor space for young people e.g. play park, sports pitches, skate park etc 

outdoor sport facilities e.g. football or tennis 

Outdoor sporting facilities and courts for local children 

Outdoor sports activities 

Outdoor sports facilities which can be used unsupervised (e.g. permanent basketball pitch; football pitch; 
table tennis tables) 

outdoor sports facilities. 

Outdoor sports provision - trim trail, tennis / badminton. 

outdoor table tennis and tennis courts. A community farm?  

Outdoor table tennis. Zip wire and exciting swing park. Outdoor gym   Picnic areas. Barbecue pits. Toilets. 
Nature walks for toddlers.  Wildlife garden. Water park features.  

outdoor/indoor sports park, playground, access through figgate park 

Outside recreational facilities - outside basketball courts; facilities for young people to meet; 

Park  

Park 

Park 

Park 

Park 

Park 

Park 

park 

Park 

Park  

Park  area and green space 

Park  areas including facilities for skateboarding, bmx, basketball, football etc 

Park - grass & trees not play area 

Park (green space) 
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Park (like at the meadows) 

Park and recreational space - maintained! 

Park and sports/play facilities for a variety of ages. 

park area for children to use 

Park area to sit and relax in with probably a football pitch for the kids to play ball 

Park area with good quality facilities for everyone, sports for all, wild gardens, skate facilities. Possibilities 
will only be limited by finance and commitment. 

Park area with sport facility e.g.: running. Playground to extend Figgate park facility. 

Park area, sports area for kids - basketball court, skate park, tennis. Anything which gets kids outside and 
away from the tv & laptops and in the fresh air. 

Park community area, local shops. 

Park facilities 

Park facilities 

Park for everyone to use for their leisure - may be have a community garden 

Park for kids 

Park for kids. 

park for the people 

park for young children 

Park land and community facility for young and old  

Park land and recreation 

Park land and sport facilities, to replace the old park. 

Park land to replace the site being lost at Portobello Park 

Park land with a play park and a couple of tennis courts would be nice. 

park land with modern play facilities and dog exercise  area 

Park land with sports facilities for young and old alike. 

Park land, play areas for children, sports facilities e.g. football pitches / basketball / skateboard ramps for 
young people 

Park land, playground, a small community centre/cafe 

Park land. 

Park land/green open space for children. 

Park maybe a skate park it youth space for older kids 

Park or football pitch 

Park or football pitches 

Park or football pitches 

Park or more sports related features. 
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Park or play area perhaps tennis courts or similar 

Park perhaps with community garden area/ allotments. 

Park pond area 

Park Rangers education Centre 

Park similar to Portobello Park. 

park space 

Park space with a multi-use sports playing field would be nice. 

Park space. 

Park to enhance the area 

park with a football pitch/basketball court green space. 

Park with better play facilities, shops or restaurants 

Park with ecologically friendly vegetation suitable for walking dog and sitting around in. 

Park with kids play area 

Park with lunch tables and nice trees  

Park with playground  

Park with something that the Figgate is lacking - no use in making use of it as another public park for people 
to take their dogs to. Astroturf pitches which will be open to community? 

Park with things for young people to do there, something that is nice on the eye. 

Park with trees 

park, community centre or a library 

Park, community woodland, children's playground 

Park, places to walk, benches, picnic tables. 

Park, play park, cycle track 

Park, play park, wildflower area and a dog walking area so my 2 yrs old can play in the park without stepping 
on dog mess and dogs jumping on her. 

Park, playground 

Park, pond, play area similar to the one opposite parsons green primary 

park, public place  

Park, sports facilities 

Park.  

Park. 

Park. Children's play area. Community resource 

Park/ green area.  Extended figgate park.  Or sports facilities. 

Park/garden/green space which is necessary for the health and well-being of current and future generations. 

Park/housing 
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park/nature reserve 

Park/Playing area recreation for 0-150 years 

park/recreation area 

Park/trees/gardens. NOT playground. 

Parkland 

Parkland 

Parkland 

parkland 

Parkland 

Parkland 

Parkland 

Parkland 

Parkland 

Parkland 

Parkland - similar in nature to the exiting Portobello Park. 

Parkland ...trees and shrubs and some play space  

Parkland adjoined to Figgate Park for plants & wildlife. 

parkland and absolutely no houses, but this is a diversion, the real issue is loss of Portobello park 

parkland and new facilities for St John's 

Parkland and picnic areas. If it could be linked to the Figgate Park that would be great. 

Parkland and play area similar to Brighton park area  

Parkland and sporting facilities for the community 

Parkland and sporting facilities for the local community 

Parkland and/or recreational use. 

parkland for community use 

Parkland for games, walks, trees, flowers 

Parkland or playing fields or both. 

Parkland type area; with play facilities, nature trail, picnic area etc. 

Parkland where families can enjoy the outdoors, perhaps woodland walk ways 

Parkland with free unrestricted access for all. 

Parkland with shrubbery, small trees and benches. 

Parkland with sporting facilities for the community 

Parkland with sporting facilities for the community 

Parkland with sporting facilities for the community 
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Parkland with sporting facilities for the community 

parkland, adventure playground 

Parkland, Community Space, children’s playground 

Parkland. 

Parkland. 

Parkland. Tennis courts. Putting green. 

Parklands 

Parklands and play park. 

Park-like landscaping and/or facilities for older children/teenagers. Portobello feels like it has quite a lot for 
young children - playgrounds on the Prom, in Figgate Park etc - but there doesn't seem to be much for older 
children. Basketball courts / skate and bike park? 

Parks and possibly bike tracks something for the teenagers as well as the toddlers  

Park-trees and garden, children’s play park, keep fir equipment for older people 

Part of it allocated to community facilities to encourage activity in adults and young people, for example a 
new play park which also has an adult gym (like the one in Musselburgh next to the playing fields). The rest 
of the area could be made into a pleasant place to relax and have a picnic. 

part of it could be used to provide playing fields for existing schools in the area. 

part of it for playing fields for St John’s Primary the rest for public use 

Part of it for teenagers - skatepark, basketball hoops etc  

PART OF THE AREA SHOULD BE USED TO PROVIDE MUCH NEEDED OUTDOOR SPORTS FACILITIES EG 
PUTTING GREENS, TENNIS COURTS, FOOTBALL PITCHES ETC 

Part of the space could be used for community food projects? 

Part of the space could be used for skate boarding. 

Part of this area could become a play park of the kind enjoyed at The Meadows currently. We have nothing 
of that standard or variety (to cater to different ages, for example) in Portobello/Duddingston. It needs to be 
placed with care, however, particularly in being mindful of the strip of housing (as it is to become) on the 
Hamiltons...  

Part should be used for sporting facilities - football pitch, tennis court (named after Andy Murray with the 
intention of training young people) - the remainder for walking, etc.  Perhaps a coffee bar? 

Part used as green space. Possibly some form of community facility (leisure centre, new library etc.). Land 
sold for new housing for the council to recuperate some costs. 

PART USED FOR PUBLIC TENNIS COURTS, NEW KIDS PLAY AREA. 

Part wildlife area, part play area, part grass for playing on. 

Partly to the east side providing a playing field for St John’s Primary School, and the rest  'managed 
wilderness' parkland monitored and managed by Edinburgh University, to teach about park land 
management, ecology and biodiversity. A Basket ball court at the roadside for public use. Is the swimming 
pool staying? 

Paths for dog walking, open areas for ball games, children’s playground / play equipment, cycle track 
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Paths, benches an enclosed area for dog toileting, perhaps areas with scented plants for the visually 
impaired to enjoy.  

Paths, landscapes grounds, a play park, maybe a pond. 

Pathways where young learner cyclists can practise safe riding. 

PE facilities and sports field would be good. I left Portobello High school in 2010, we used to travel to the 
Jack Kane centre for PE, so by the time you travelled there you could only play for 15 minutes before having 
to travel back. So local playing fields would be much better and you would get much more exercise. 

perhaps a local referendum or consultation with the community once the Bill has passed would be the best 
way to decide. 

perhaps a multi use games area  

Perhaps a new park or some new outdoor courts e.g. football/tennis/basketball  

Perhaps a park or sports/leisure facility.  

Perhaps a small area could be for allotments. 

PERHAPS A SPORTS PARK/ MAYBE CHILDRENS PLAYPARK 

Perhaps football pitches to replace those lost in Portobello Park, which have been neglected by CEC. 

Perhaps one football pitch and some other games facilities such as tennis courts. 

Perhaps open space for the community or perhaps other local amenities. 

Perhaps somewhere for skateboarder and a fitness trail? 

Perhaps the newer gym at the Portobello High could be retained as a community sports facility for 
Badminton, exercise classes etc.  Tennis courts in the new park would be a useful addition to the area.  A 
play area for young children might also be useful in this location. 

Personally I think Portobello has so much green space and recreation ground. I suppose pitches would be 
good, like the Pitz, but tennis courts and a play park like the one at the Meadows would be lovely too. I like 
the landscaping at Figgate Pond too. Hockey pitches, like at Pinkie... But I live quite near and would not be 
too keen on floodlit park due to light pollution  

Personally I would like the area to be used for football pitches since the current Portobello Park is often used 
for this purpose and I am a great believer in current youth development in football. However, I believe that a 
vote should be carried out within the community if the decision is finally made to build the new school on 
the site of the park. 

PHS 

PHS decant it and rebuilt it on the current site is the best use of the space. Promises of green space on that 
old PHS site will undoubtedly be resolved and promises made to use it for green space will be unwelcomed - 
I have no faith in the council to do anything but destroy our green environment. 

PHS should remain on the same site. It is a nice contribution to the area and gives balance. 

picnic area, play park and football field 

Picnic area, seating, swing park 

Pitches and space for team sports 

Pitches for different sports for the surrounding schools and possibly public use too 
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Place to walk dogs and for kids to play with seats for enjoying the sunshine and maybe a few flower gardens.  

Places for young children e.g. swings and also places for teenagers such as skateboarding ramps.  Seating 
areas for people to meet together.  Lots of litter bins. 

Places for young people to spend time safely. 

Plans are being bull dozed to suit minority not the majority 

Planting of new trees.  Native species mostly with limited numbers of invasives.  Keeping a green space that 
the community can use, enjoy, and learn in is vital.  There is the opportunity to create a vibrant, natural area 
that be truly versatile to the needs of the wider community.  I would not want to see more engineered play 
structures that will attract vandalism over time and will need to be replaced.  Think natural.  Use felled trees 
as climbing structures.  Create a community growing space.  Allotment plots are rare, they would be very 
welcome!   

play area 

Play area  

Play area alongside landscaped garden space, an overflow area from Figgate Park 

Play area for 3-6 and 6-16, small nature reserve 

Play area for all age groups 

Play area for children 

Play area for children  

Play area for children / wild flower park  / adventure playground / skate / bmx park etc 

Play area for children and families (Something like the Meadows playground which is brilliant). Multi use 
sports facilities, Basketball court.  

Play area for children for both young & older children and some seating for the less able. 

Play area for children of all ages 

Play area for children, picnic benches & possibly a BMX/ skate board park. 

Play area for children, planted gardens that can be walked in and enjoyed, possibility of small allotment 
space or shared raised beds.  

Play area for children, running track, pitches for football/hockey 

Play area for children, sports area for all - football tennis basketball etc 

Play area for children, swing park for smaller kids and something like a skate park as at Saughton for older 
kids 

Play area for children, tree planting, well lit paths. 

Play area for kids (safe area) 

Play area for larger children and green space 

play area for the kids 

Play area for the kids and some nice walking areas too for all to enjoy 

Play area for young children; Football pitch for the older children; Seating; Exercise equipment 

Play area for younger children 
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play area like the meadows 

play area, benches 

Play area, flower beds and landscaped areas, benches, skate/roller blade park for older children. 

play area, planting for bees and wildlife, multi purpose sports pitch 

Play areas 

Play areas 

Play areas and somewhere safe for the young people to hang out without getting into trouble. 

Play areas for a wide range of ages.  Green space. 

Play areas for all ages, space for ball games, cycle track  

Play areas for children. 
Tennis courts. 
Mini-golf or crazy golf (in the Summer) 

Play areas, basketball courts, larger areas for the kids to enjoy sporting activities. Bench areas for those who 
prefer peace and quiet would be a good idea also. 

Play areas, football/basketball to keep the children amused and away from the street corners, it would be 
safer for them. 

Play equipment for all ages including teenagers 

Play equipment for young children.  It is highly unlikely but a club house for older children/teenagers that 
could be run as a Youth Club - it is essential that older children have somewhere to go.  Tennis courts, 
bowling green - lots to cover all age groups. Portobello is a community and very proud of being so - 
everyone needs to feel welcome.  We come to Portobello 3/4 times a year to visit my sister and her children 
and it is a fabulous place. 

Play equipment, walking and cycle paths, sports field 

Play facilities for a range of children (climbing frame, swings, slide, etc). 
Games facilities for the use of older children - basketball hoops, goal nets, etc. 
A skateboard or BMX park. 

Play facilities for children and older teenagers; current playpark in Figgate Park not big enough or providing 
enough for older children 

Play facilities for children of all ages (similar to those at The Meadows, Edinburgh), and a variety of other 
leisure options - e.g. tennis, skateboarding. No dogs!! 

Play facilities for small children. A trim trail. Nature walks. Picnic areas and benches. 

Play facilities for young children, social space for the community 

play facilities for younger children and teenagers who have very little facilities, perhaps a tennis court or 
other outdoor sporting facility- basketball etc 

play park 

Play park 

Play park 

Play park 
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Play Park 

play park 

Play Park 

Play Park 

play park  

Play park accessible for wheelchairs and other children with additional needs.  

Play park and a seating area  

Play park and football pitch/tennis courts. 

Play park and sports 

Play park area and football pitch 

play park area; duck pond; flower beds and trees; sculptures/displays; coffee kiosk/cabin with outside 
seating 

Play park facilities offering a real variety of play opportunities and intended for a range of ages. 

play park for all ages, some kind of seating for mothers or the elderly taking a walk. 

Play park for children  

Play park for children 1-10 years. The area lacks modern play equipment (such as the park found in the 
meadows). (Play park at Figgate Park quite old and run down) Modern, safe, equipment landscaped with 
trees, flowers and bushes to promote wildlife. 

Play park for children and casual park for the community. 

Play park for children and five a side sports facility. Separate areas which will attract children of all age 
groups. Cafe or community facility. 

Play park for kids 

Play park for kids 

Play park for kids, football pitch, basketball court  

Play park for small and big kids and community centre. 

Play park for the kids 

play park for the local children 

Play park for under 5's and 5-12 year olds 

Play park for young children and equipment for older children. An all weather football/ basketball court. 
Space for general leisure use and dog  walkers 

Play park for younger children and a football court for the older children 

play park for younger children as we do not have one in the Duddingston area also football area to play on, 
seating benches for mothers to sit while children play plenty of grassy areas for children to run about in. 
area to be left open with low vegetation to avoid the undesirable element congregating. 

Play park like the one in the meadows for all age groups, green area for football, community garden 

Play park like Victoria Park in Leith with plenty of space for all 
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Play park with disabled access - nothing like that anywhere near. 

Play park with football, tennis and bike areas.  

Play park with full disabled access - nothing like that anywhere nearby. 

Play park with full disabled access - nothing like this anywhere nearby. I am a wheelchair user and I have 
nowhere to go where I can access anything. 

Play park with skateboard facilities and sand areas like balgreen. Seating areas.  

Play park with tennis courts and a football pitch 

Play park.  Outdoor tennis court much like Inverleith Park 

Play park,  skate park play pitches,  trees, seated areas 

Play park, 5-a-side football pitch, sports facilities 

Play park, BBQ area, something for teens (skateboarding area perhaps), lots of green space, nice trees, 
benches. 

Play park, football pitches and a skateboard park. 

Play park, for young children and some sort of garden area with seats. 

Play park, nature area, dog area 

Play park, open grass space for dog walking, skate park, trees 

Play park, public gardens, duck pond and putting/crazy golf for summer.  

Play park, seated area for children and adults, mountain bike track 

Play park, skate park, picnic, benches, football pitches  

Play park, sports pitch 

Play park, wooded areas dog walking 

Play park.   

Play park.   

Play park. 

Play park.  

Play park/somewhere for teenagers to go 

Play parks for different ages with some different equipment as well as the usual swings etc.  

Play parks for pre-schoolers, primary aged children with picnic tables.  Climbing wall for teenagers or 
basketball nets? 

Play space including for teenagers would be good. Skate park? Some mature parkland already exists at the 
great Figgate park, this space should be different! 

Play space Local use. 

Play space, open green space and potentially community gardens / allotment space as well. 

Play zones like activity equipment, skate or cycle park.   

playground 
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Playground area 
Separate Dog walking area 

Playground equipment and skatepark area.  

Playground, football pitch. 

Playground/skatepark - something to suit both younger and older children 

playing area for St John's RC primary school 

Playing facilities for all ages seating space for picnics 

Playing field 

Playing field and public green space. 

playing fields 

Playing fields 

Playing fields 

Playing fields 

Playing fields for football, hockey, etc. A high quality play park to match that at the east end of the meadows 
and a tennis court. Along with funding to keep it fully functioning and of a standard that allows children to 
play without concerns. 

Playing fields for St John's, allotments.  

Playing fields for the new school 

Playing fields with pitch markings to replace those lost at the Portobello Park. 

Playing fields, community garden, play park, allotments 

Playing fields, pathed walkways round and through built up woodland. Specified dog parks for dogs to run 
in.  

Playing fields, wildflower garden, well landscaped monitored by CCTV 

playing fields, with tennis courts if possible 

Playing fields. 

Playing fields/public space  

Playing pitches, playground equipment that will cater for older children as well as younger ones, fitness 
training course, as has been installed in Inverleith park, perhaps. 

Playpark 

Playpark  

Playpark for smaller kids. 

Playpark with climbing wall 

Playpark, open air concert/theatre venue  

Pleasant sitting and walking areas, play equipment for young children and adventure type equipment for 
teens, and space for pitches/tennis courts for sports - if that all fits!? 

Pleasant, landscaped areas for communal use, and a playpark area for children if possible. 
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Please build on a brown site  

please build the school 

Please consider this for the benefit of the future and current pupils. 

Please make one of the pitches soft so that Rugby can be taught and played. In view of the increasing retired 
population this new space should be used for retirement homes, my understanding that a similar 
development is currently underway in Baileyfield Road(the old British legion site) 

Please see the answer to question 2. There is already a park. Leave it be. 

Plots please 

pond, picnic area, swings, exercise equipment with weights 

Poor question which is completed loaded on the assumption that the replier is in favour of the park being 
used. However, if the question were based on a new Porty High being built somewhere else then yes 
creating more space for St John’s would be good and putting in a good play park like the one at the 
Meadows would be great. 

Portobello  school 

Portobello Botanical Gardens, including areas for education, relaxation and plant sales. 

Portobello Golf Course must be protected and an enclosed play park for younger children is included in what 
must be parkland.  Only recreational structures should be built. 

Portobello has a problem with dog dirt - particularly along the Prom. I think it would make sense to create a 
park area that was specifically designed for dogs and dog owners. I lived in San Francisco for a few years, 
and this is a concept they do well. Dog parks have open space for dogs, meeting areas for dog owners and 
enclosed spaces for dog training and dog clubs. 

Portobello has been in need of a new school for about 20 years. The council have been very short sighted in 
finding a suitable site. Other suitable alternatives would have been available over the years but have been 
sold for housing. The present building was built on the cheap and I fear the new school will be similar and of 
insufficient site for the number of pupils (as was the present building) 

Portobello high school 

Portobello High School deserves to have the same amenities as other schools in our area e.g. Holyrood High 
School.  In this day and age, it is ridiculous that pupils are bussed out to play sport.  A decent High School 
with the amenities that follow are appropriate.  A reasonable sized football and rugby pitch, tennis court 
and green belt is a reasonable request. 

Portobello High School rebuilt on this site leaving Portobello Park alone! 

Portobello is a thriving part of Edinburgh with a huge amount of new families moving to the area and with 
lots to do for toddlers and young children. However that dramatically changes for the slightly older 
child/teenager. I suggest that a skatepark is put in at least part of this space otherwise you run the risk of 
alienating and isolating a growing number of young people. 

Portobello is very well served for open/green space. I have no preference as long as it is something for the 
whole community, not a golf course. Extend Figgate Park? 

Portobello park - leave it as is. 

Portobello Park is currently nothing more than a rarely used field.  This makes the ongoing saga particularly 
ridiculous.  There are no real facilities for the community in Portobello Park and in particular children.  It 
would be fantastic if an educational recreational area could be created to allow local children to learn about 
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wildlife.  There is also a lack of multi-purpose sporting facilities in the area so some football and basketball 
courts would be excellent also. 

Portobello Park is first and foremost a park on a green belt area.  It is not for this Council to try and pass a 
bill to build a High School or any other school for that matter.   The park is there for the general public to use 
either walking, exercise, golfing, football etc.  A green belt area is open space for the general public to view, 
use etc.  New area of open space - the Council's only interest is how much money they will get if they have 
to sell it but thankfully the more people who voice their opinion the better.  Anyone can see that this is a 
residential area with no high rise apartments of any kind in sight so why would anyone want it to be any 
different.    

Portobello Park is the correct site for a new school 

Portobello park is the only green space around that area, Portobello high school all ready has green space 
behind it the figgate park! so why build more green space there when ur taken away used space! 

Portobello park should stay as is 

Portobello Rugby Club should be there to put it at the centre of the community and so as to attract young 
people into sport, not just rugby but other sports to be made aisle. 

Portobello seems well-served with open space, and this site has Figgate Park nearby.  Therefore I would like 
to see some sporting activities possible, e.g. basketball court, skate park, MUGA. 

Portobello would benefit from a new play park. Picnic benches, Trees and paths for walking would also be 
beneficial for our community. 

Possibly a centre for elderly and young alike. A hub of the community. And a playpark for children or activity 
park? 

Possibly a community centre for children in surrounding schools. 

Possibly a new community leisure / arts centre with outdoor play and sports as well 

Possibly tennis Courts or some type of play area along with a park area surrounding it 

Pre-school age play park and picnic area. 

Preserved nature where the main building will not be 

Primary use to be additional space for St John's primary school. 

Private bill is unacceptable. 

private houses. 

Private housing.  

Probably sports facilities of some description (pitches, tennis courts or similar) given that there is already a 
large park area adjacent to the site, namely Figgate Park. 

Progress better quality facilities. 

Progress better sporting facilities. 

Promises, promises - too many council promises are forgotten when the council succeeds in getting what it 
wants. The question smacks of carrot and stick. 

proper park for kids to play in not just 'grassy areas'.  

Proper path, small community garden, seating, lighting, grass area, picnic benches, dog bins, litter bins 

Protect Portobello Park and do not destroy the park by building a school. There is plenty of derelict land in 
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Edinburgh for a new school.  

Protected park land 

Provide a building that the kids deserve and provide top class facilities for science, maths etc. I went to 
Portie High and things haven't changed. 

Provide suitable recreation space for St John's with the option of out of hours use at the very least. 

Providing the new school is built and St John's developed to meet the needs of the future I am open minded 
about the use of the new area of space. 

PS. I have lived in Hamilton Drive for the last 14 years and apart from crisp bags in the garden we have had 
no bother from the local school kids. 

Public (free to use) football pitches/basket ball courts, play area for younger children and picnic areas. 

Public access leisure and sports facilities. 

Public amenities. Sports facilities.  

Public and school recreation space 

public art 

public art sculpture park, art studios, open air theatre, community allotments / gardens 

Public art. A pavilion that would allow people to congregate even during bad weather.  

Public gardens - greenhouses etc. 

Public multi use green space 

Public open space for public enjoyment - play-parks, pathways, public toilets, general recreational space. 

public open space with an emphasis on children of all ages. 

Public park 

public park 

public park and playing fields and a children’s playpark area 

Public park and sports playing fields  

Public park for dog walkers, children's play park 

Public park including areas for dog walking, a children's play park and potentially an outdoor basketball 
court for young people.  Maybe even outdoor fitness equipment for all. 

Public park which respects the natural flora and fauna of the area. 

Public Park, lots of green. Community centre in the middle of the park. 

Public park, play park or outdoor sports facilities. 

Public park/play area 

Public parkland - effectively an extension of the existing Figgate Park. 

public recreation space; space for dog walking play 

public space for events like car boot sales, markets, displays, performances etc 

Public space, plants and trees, football and other sports 
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Public space, trim track 

Public sports facilities, including outdoor pitches / courts and open public grounds 

public tennis courts  and other all weather sports facilities for use of St John’s PS and public use out of 
school hours 

Public tennis courts, good children's 'adventure' play area, an area for older children who may like to skate 
board, green space with trees... Nearer the time, it would be good to hold a more structured and proactive 
consultation process through, for example, focus group meetings at the local high and primary schools to 
get views from children of different ages and gender. A questionnaire is not the best way to get QUALITY 
consultation on this issue. I hope this will be possible! 

Public use tennis courts or astro turf pitches 

Public use, seating, play park and area for walking dogs, additionally to preserve as much local wildlife as 
possible. 

Put it where it already is!! 

Put Portobello high school on the new land That the council have created when demolished.  

Put the new school on this site the structure off this school is sound rebuild the school here away from main 
artery into Edinburgh from the east. 

Put the new school there. Do a decant for St John's, use portacabins, etc. It is possible. Just use Porty Park 
for grassy sports pitches- which should be open to the community too. 

Putting green, seats for the elderly, lay out, pleasant to the eye, kids play area 

putting, golf driving range, tennis,  

quiet areas for sitting and enjoying the gardens, good planting of flower beds and bushes. An area perhaps 
for a local growing vegetables project like the one in Granton. This would be a great community boosting 
project. 

Quiet areas for sitting and relaxing and meeting other people. Rose garden? A space for exploring the senses 
for everyone, especially wheelchair users. 

Quiet garden, benches, play area for children on the opposite side with trees and shrubs in-between to 
separate from new school. 

Range of recreational uses 

Rather than just serving one purpose it would be good if the area could serve various areas within the 
community. Certainly another play area, particularly for younger children would be useful but well 
landscaped areas with a community focus and possibly with community buildings would also be of benefit as 
would further sports facilities for older children. 

Re build on site is best option  

Really good children’s park like meadows 

Reasons given are adequately demonstrated and worthwhile.  The proposal is fair and properly  thought 
through for the progression of the local area. 

Rebuild a new St John School and the remaining land use as sports pitches. 

Rebuild of school 

Rebuild on existing site 
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Rebuild St John's on part of site 

Re-build the high school on this site and maintain it to a high standard. 

Rebuild the school on present site  

Rebuilding Portobello High School. If indeed the land has a large footprint, then this removes the argument 
for building elsewhere. As with other new school builds in the city, the school could be decanted for the 
period of the rebuild.  

Recently the council had given to understand that the open space referred to would be built upon but this 
prospect of open space is welcome how ever used. 

Recreation   

Recreation  

Recreation area and sports facilities for the local community and further afield. 

Recreation area including sports facilities - football pitches. 

recreation area to accommodate all age groups within the community 

Recreation area, wildlife area and open green space. 

Recreation Area. Skatepark. Basketball Court. 

Recreation facilities/pitches 

Recreation for whole community and safe teenage "hang-out" such as skate park. 

recreation ground for youngsters .. play park.. football .. ????? possibly  Community Centre /drop in 
centre/OAP's etc  

Recreation ground in the form of a public park possibly with wildlife area, a play park and a further football 
or basketball pitch 

recreation purpose 

Recreation space as Figgate park already close by, football/tennis etc 

Recreation space for St John's school?  and possibly could be shared by others in the area 

Recreation space for the community and something for young people 

Recreation space for the community. 

Recreation space!  Football pitches, tennis courts, basketball courts - create a space which has loads of 
sporty buzz about it and maybe a cafe so the mums can sit and watch at a distance in the warm.... 

Recreation. 

Recreation/Sport facilities.  Rugby pitches for Portobello  

Recreational activities for the local communities and further afield. Meadowbank is in a state of disrepair, 
thanks to the Council's under investment. Any new buildings on the present for activities of the youth, both 
in the area and for others would be welcome. Swimming, as Leith had at Waterworld for both young and old 
would be a great asset. 

Recreational area and park 

Recreational area for all. 

Recreational area for children 
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Recreational areas and possibly one or two small business concerns. 

Recreational facilities for area 

Recreational facilities for local youths 

Recreational facilities for the community. Children's play area and an extension to Figgate park. 

Recreational facilities for use by the community 

Recreational facilities for young people - some indoors for all year use 

Recreational facilities must be the priority. 

Recreational facility or green space.  NOT flats! 

Recreational Green Space 

Recreational green space. Definitely no Commercial or residential development. 

Recreational green-space and sport facilities. 

Recreational opportunities for all age ranges - from parents/babies & toddlers to teens.  Appropriate 
facilities for teenager such as basketball/skate park would be of benefit but should not be considered at the 
expense of safe use for others including the older members of the community.  Given that the new school 
site will have football pitches then it should probably be other kinds of recreational activities. 

Recreational parkland for children, perhaps a skate park - let’s get Portobello the most ACTIVE place in 
Edinburgh, we have the beach, we have Arthurs Seat for walking, many other parks around about us, we will 
have a fantastic school with fantastic sports facilities,  with all of this & more what an attractive place 
Portobello will be for people to want to reside in.  

Recreational pitches and some open space with a decent children's play park and quality 'play furniture'. A 
dog exercise area and bins to encourage pooh pick up. 

Recreational purposes  

Recreational space definitely. I would have thought a proactive consultation should inform this decision - 
targeted at young people 

Recreational space for "older" young people - those past playground requirements, but still in need of some 
structured space. Perhaps they could define how it could be defined and created, but skateboard, a MUGA-
type of park. We have lots of family friendly, child friendly space in the area - how about something for the 
teens? 

Recreational space for the youth in the area and that go to the School. A place for them to be safe and off 
the streets. Example, Basketball courts, Skate park and Play park 

recreational space with allotments  kick about space  all weather  play space 

Recreational use 

Recreational use for children, toddlers & elderly 

Recreational walking area 

Recreational/leisure facilities for the community - perhaps a garden feature and modern play park. 

recreational/sports areas for children 

Recreational-Football, Basketball, Play area, Garden & Sitting area. 

Re-instate the football pitches and the changing rooms on the park, so that it can again be used to its 
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greater potential. the closing of the changing rooms meant that the clubs that used to play on the park 
pitches, had nowhere to change, store stuff, etc. 

Reinstate the tennis courts that used to be there. Could include Astroturf football pitches for use by 
Towerbank and St John's Primaries. 

Remember Figgate Burn Park is now a really good place for wildlife and perhaps this feature could be 
highlighted in some way? 

Replace St John's RC Primary School on the much expanded site 

Replace the football pitches that would be lost from the removal of the park.  A community resource centre 
that could take the children off the streets at night. 

Replacement golf course and foot ball pitch to appease the disgruntled Portobello citizens, a play park for 
younger kids to be great too. 

Replacement of the park and a guarantee that the council will not find an excuse to build on it in future 

Replacement park and possibly site for community groups/activities (farming or gardening would be nice 
owing to lack of allotments available). 

replacement park space or perhaps site for new Duddingston primary school or St John's primary school 

Replacement parkland of some kind. Mayhaps a children's play area? 

Replacing green space that would be lost at Portobello Park, ideally football pitches or tennis courts. 

Reprovide St John’s there, if this comes to pass 

Residential development  

Residential Housing 

Retain as it is a t present  

Retain the existing sports hall and perhaps extend to a double basketball court size and include other 
amenities such as swimming, dance studio, martial arts gym. A much needed indoor facility which will not be 
replicated at the new school and perhaps maintain facilities in the area if the demise of Meadowbank is 
realised. This could also be utilised by the new PHS and St.Johns RC School as an additional facility during 
school times. 

ridiculous idea, leave Portobello Park where it is 

Rugby pitch, skate park and flume park. 

Rugby Pitches  

Running track 

Safe and clean kids play areas 

safe area for the youngsters to hang out  

safe play area 

Safe play park 

Safe playing area for children of all ages. Perhaps including an adventure-style playing area. 
A small lake to attract wildlife. Benches and picnic tables. 
No football or skateboarding! 

Safe space for children and young people to be active and healthy. 
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Safe space for people to relax.  A sensory type garden would be nice 

School and park separate entities so that locals can still use the park.  

School is too near to the A1  

School playing field, but also for public use  

School pupils should have the opportunity to decide how the space will be used and in creating it. 

School should be rebuilt on its current site in phased stages. Horticultural use 

scooter park, adventure playground 

scooter/skateboard park 

Sculpture Park 

Sculpture park -or open air swimming pool  

Sculpture/public art space. Children's play area. Skate park.  

seated areas, but also spaces which reflect changing needs e.g. BMX spaces, skateboard pipe etc 

Seating, community orchard, community allotments, children’s play area, small coffee kiosk, as it overlooks 
Figgy park how about a bird watching platform or wildlife habitat area, innovative native horticulture 
project(as opposed to turning it over to non-native invasive weeds), safe running about space. Serious sport 
space will already be catered for at the school. 

see above 

See above 

See answer above, this is not applicable as I do not accept that a school should be built on land specified as 
common good.  

Seems to be an opinion argument what happens, if this is redeveloped. Why create a park beside a park 
what is there rather than preserve Portobello park which is another area of local green space that has 
(purposely) been underdeveloped, no amenities apart from washing rooms & football pitches now removed. 

sell it 

sell it for houses and get some money for it. Seemingly we have insufficient space for housing in Edinburgh 
such that greenbelt is now being allocated for housing in the Local Plan. Brownfield sites such as this should 
be used for housing and the amount of greenbelt to be built on should be reduced 

Sell it for houses.  The council have obviously no desire for green field sites 

Sell it off surely the council needs the money 

Sell land for low rise housing; Community space 

Should be added to Figgate burn park 

Should consider the inclusion of all weather tennis courts. 

Should not be necessary to develop a new park, existing park is great! Councillors should watch their seats! 

Should support sporting activities. 

Similar to Inverlieth park - allotments, playing pitch, tennis courts, cycle path, and possibly a skate park as 
Portobello seriously lacks an area for teenagers to be outdoors and healthy. 

Similarly to the current Portobello Park. 
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Since there would need  a new building for St John's in the future then the space would be more limited 
than stated..    There is already a park at the Figgate so another is not needed. 

Since this will be adjacent to the Figgate Park, which is a good park it is difficult to think how this could be 
best used.  

Site for new school for St John’s. 

Skate board park - creative play area 

skate board park / open air performance space /  

skate board/biker park like Saughton, Different play park like Northfield/Willow Brae/Figgate/Musselburgh 

Skate park 

Skate park 

Skate Park 

Skate park 

Skate Park 

Skate Park 

Skate Park 

Skate Park 

Skate park 

Skate park  

skate park / bmx track / small teenager friendly cycle track / cycle speedway track.  Basically something for 
teenagers. 

Skate park and wildlife space 

Skate park cycle park, I would love an ice rink ....... 

Skate Park like at Balgreen Park 

Skate Park similar to Saughton Park. 

skate park similar to that in Saughton Park - an excellent, popular facility, nothing like it in the East of the 
City. The rest to be green. 

Skate park with facilities for football. 

Skate park would be good. 

Skate Park!!!! 

skate park, football pitch and tennis courts 

Skate park, football pitch, play structure 

Skate park, football pitch, play structure. 

Skate park, footie pitch  

Skate park, for skateboarding , scooting, and bmx biking.  

Skate park, kids playground, plant more trees 
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skate park, local amenities. 

Skate park, lots of green space. 

Skate park, play park and sports pitch. 

Skate park, play park, picnic area somewhere the whole community can use.  

Skate park, tennis courts or a play park like the one in the meadows 

Skate Park, Tennis Courts, Football Pitch. 

Skate park, the Balgreen park is used regularly by children and would be nice to see one here 

skate park, wildlife garden, tennis courts 

Skate park. Leisure centre with swimming pool.  Play area. 

Skate park/BMX park, tennis court, play forest with trees to climb, public toilets, outdoor paddling pool, 
healthy eating cafe. 

Skate park? Community Centre?  Big Art area? 

Skate parks, gardens intergenerational activity. Swings, large chess sets, seats and lots of shrubs and flowers. 
Basketball hoops. Something for everyone. 

skate parks, play parks gardens etc for community use 

skate/bmx park 

Skate/BMX Park 

Skate/Bmx park 

Skate/bmx park  
Playing field 
Basketball court 

Skate/BMX park similar to Saughton & improved football pitches 

Skateboard park 

Skateboard park with climbing stuff, bowl swing 

Skateboard park, community centre to provide meeting place for young people, and has sports facilities 

Skateboard park, playpark, all weather football pitch 

Skateboard/BMX Park 

skateboarding park 

Skateboarding park would be great. 

Skatepark 

skatepark  

Skatepark 

Skatepark 

Skatepark 

Skatepark  
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Skatepark - look at the success of Saughton.  
Arts/environmental/education space 

Skatepark in the saughton mode. 

Skatepark, ballpark (basketball) 

Skating park or facilities for 10-15 year olds 

Slightly confused by the question you are asking and the way it is framed !-mentioning 2 sites and 1 park 
children’s  play park ;"keep fit " course  are my 2 ideas 

Small play area for children and reasonable walking grounds for dog owners! 

Smaller parkland, walkpaths, skatepark/play area. 

Smaller recreational sports areas - enclosed football / basketball hybrids.  Fixed table tennis tables made 
from concrete like they have abroad.  Running / walking track around the outside.  Green areas for local 
schools to upkeep (St John’s).  Skate park like the one at Saughton. 

So this is a get out clause. Nothing is set in stone and CEC can change its mind later and cash in on this land. 
As the council says this bit on the side is not part of the private bill so it is at the council’s discretion. Sorry I 
do not trust CEC on this. 

So you can get full 3 sport pitches. 

Social amenity/community sports facilities 

Social housing 

Soft play, community centre for children and families, for special needs as well, cctv, cycle paths, football 
ground, foot paths 

Some allotment/community growing space would be great. More woodland /wild areas where children can 
explore. 

Some allotments (including for the local schools if they want them).  A marked-out running track (as there 
used to be in the Meadows).  Sculpture.  A meaningful wildlife sanctuary.  An adventure playground for 
teenagers (the Council only seems to provide play areas for children of primary school age, then wrings its 
hands when older children hang around on street corners because they've nowhere to go!).  A 
skateboard/wheelie arena like the one in Glasgow's Kelvin Park.  A cafe!! 

Some allotments, a skate park, adventure playground equipment, MUGA pitch, duck pond, art garden, 
meeting/performance space. 

Some all-weather pitches 
Landscaping areas and walking path  

Some child friendly facilities, some pitches for field games. 

Some enhancement to Figgate Park area, perhaps with some community centre or activity centre for young 
people.  

Some exercise equipment for adults while with their kids. 

Some extra sports facilities that kids in the area can use.  

Some facilities for safe play for young children and for older children.  Seating areas.  Tree planting and areas 
which encourage wildlife at the fringes.  A place suitable for a walking and exercising dogs. 

Some facilities such as a local day centre for the elderly population 
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Some form of garden or landscaping with an increased number of benches/seating areas 

Some form of general civic amenity that would include leisure, sport and the environment. 

Some form of recreational area with facilities for young children to play in a safe and secure environment 

Some formal gardens, seats small open grass space for games, The council could have done this work with 
the current park & the new space would be a lot smaller. I’m not sure they will stick to this idea- They're 
resigned before 

Some free space but also safe play and recreational space for children and young people. 

some good outside activities!! astro turf or rugby pitch etc.  

Some grass area, a council based sports complex with all weather tennis, football and possible indoor area 
too. Definitely not flats like everywhere else has. If the new high school would already accommodate this 
sporting purposes then just a small green park area. Would keep the peace more with the pro Portobello 
park arguments as well.  

some grassy open space which is a no-go area for dogs and fenced off so that it is a safe, clean environment 
for children to play / run around 

Some green space would be good, outdoor playing fields and grass and trees 

Some green space, outdoor recreation facilities for children/teenagers e.g. skate park, outdoor basketball 
court, play park. 

Some kind of amenities for older children (skatepark), possibly a community garden  

Some kind of landscaped park for the community 

Some kind of park. 

Some kind of sports facility would be good. It could also be the playing fields for the PHS I do not think 
making it part of the public park as we already have the Figgate Park 

Some kind of wildlife garden or an eco area or community allotments would be a good use of the space and 
would differentiate the space from the nearby Figgate Park.  

Some landscaped area with paths / bushes etc rather than a huge open space. Perhaps cycle path or 
walkways linking it to the Figgate Park? 

Some new park areas, or a sport centre. 

Some nice path.  Maybe a community vegetable garden that could be worked on by volunteers. Also a fruit 
tree area 

Some open grassed area, but with a combination of tree lined walkways. Even some tabled areas should a 
family wish to have picnic in the summer time. 

Some open ground  but also a good playpark - judging by experience elsewhere in Edinburgh, this would be 
very heavily used and would encourage children of a wide age range to play outside 

Some other sports facilities - outdoor tennis courts, bowling green,  facilities for young people of Portobello, 
centre with things for them to do 

some planting/ formal garden with sheltered seating 

Some play equipment for children. A community focal point such as a cafe - which might attract people to 
come to use the green space.  Possibly plant some trees or allotments 

Some playing grounds for the local community.  
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Some proactive active space for all ages ... Linking green networks, cycle paths, decent adventure 
playground (current provision in Porty is shockingly bad), and community woodland/orchard. 

Some quality play facilities for children.  Open green space and some woodland. 

Some quiet green space, with benches and   Some playground and leisure facilities.   One football pitch.    

Some recreational space for the public to replace the park amenity 

Some sort of facility for young adults, basket ball, skate park, decent play park, shelters 

Some sort of outdoors thing like a park gym or a treetops park 

some sort of play park for young children. 

Some sort of recreational area for locals. Definitely not shops or houses. 

Some sort of recreational area/community centre. Something the whole area could use. This centre could 
also be used to assist adult learning.  

Some sort of recreational facilities that could be used by all. 

Some sort of recreational space. 

Some sort of recreational use with both indoor & outdoor facilities. 

Some sort of small nature reserve type space to encourage local flora, insects etc. 

Some sort of sports facility, which could include e.g. an artificial cricket pitch and more all-weather facilities 
for other sports. 

Some space for older residents too, pentacle, croquet.. Space for local artists to display work, basketball 
hoops..skate park 

some sports facilities 

Some sports facilities would be good, such as playing fields. A public park would also be good. Whatever the 
local area needs most, if it would enhance the space. 

Some sports facilities, and an addition to the Figgate Park wildlife area. 

Some 'wild' area for nature to take its course, as appears in Figgate Park and many other green spaces 
within the area. A play park that would be accessible to many of the young families in the area, and spaces 
for dog walkers etc. to use for recreation 

Some 'wild' spaces with trees and interesting flora and fauna. This could be explored by people, particularly 
children, in much the same way as Cowgate Under 5s visit 'Forest School' near the castle.  Public sculpture - 
commissioning artworks does cost money, but it also brings people to spaces and involves them in their own 
environment.  

Some wooded area that could be used for outdoor learning.  Community tree planting project would be an 
excellent legacy project. 

Some woodland, a play area and seating area would be good. 

Something children and young people can use. E.g. A skate park and cycle centre with cafe with library 
/Internet and advice centre. 

Something different that we do not have already in Portobello 

Something for all children/teens  new playing ground etc  

Something for children, park and sport facilities. 
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Something for everyone whether young or old.  Dog friendly too. 

Something for everyone. Skateboard area, sensory garden, seating, allotments etc 

Something for kids park etc 

Something for local youths. Football, basketball or skate park perhaps.  

Something for locals to use e.g. playpark picnic benches  

Something for older children: suggestions include a skate park and/or a bike track all ideally landscaped and 
made to feel like a good place to go. If there was space a wooden adventure-type trail as well would be 
brilliant. 

Something for teenagers, leisure, recreation facilities, e.g. Skate park. 

Something for teenagers. 

Something for teenagers.  A skate park would be great.  

Something for the children to do.  

Something for the children, young and old of Portobello.  Perhaps a skatepark?  A dog-free zone. 

Something for the community e.g. Park, sports centre,  

Something for the community everyone does their own thing to many ppl sit alone with no where social to 
go at night without being a rundown pub or expensive place for people to socialise.  

Something for the community for everyone. 

Something for the community, green park space, public tennis courts, skate park. 

Something for the community, including the children, perhaps something interactive. 

something for the community. not housing. 

Something for the community. The opponents of these proposals cite a lack of public space and if this land 
were to be sold for housing, they would only be vindicated. A community centre, a garden, anything - but 
don't sell off the land or build housing. 

Something for the kids or some kind of sports facility - not houses! 

Something for the kids, e.g. play park & skatepark 

Something for the kids, whether tennis, football, leisure.   

something for the local kids e.g. small skate park 

Something for the locals to use, e.g. play park 

something for the whole community to use 

Something for the young people to do. Perhaps a skate park?  

Something for the youth of area, and perhaps some new council housing. 

Something for younger people, skateboard, bikes basketball. 

Something kids can use and which encourages physical activity - e.g. a skateboard arena, BMX course, or 
multi use game area. 

Something locals can use, park football  

Something peaceful and tranquil without dogs running about 
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Something practical perhaps?  Allotments...?  Portobello is blessed with lots of parks and open space so 
something which serves some purpose.  In any case it should be thoughtfully devised in conversation with 
the community and developed by excellent design professionals.  Investment in a quality design team at an 
early stage can ensure quality delivery and lasting legacy. 

Something recreational for children - especially older children.  A skate park, football pitches, community 
centre. 

something suitable for all ages including pensioners, I work in a local care home for frail elderly but also 
dementia residents who I would like to see benefit from this open space. 

Something that caters for all ages. 

Something that children and people in the community could use/something that could be part of the Figget 
park? 

Something that everyone could use, like a coffee shop or youth centre? Something for teenagers. Or 
community garden, orchards or allotments.  

Something that links well with the Figgate Park and the surrounding private houses and that will be of 
benefit to all the community with seating and play areas.  

Something that makes a difference to the community, and people use. 

Something that meets the needs of the whole community. 

Something that would be a benefit to the local community and not just a piece of unused grass, like 
Portobello Park at the moment.    A decent park for kids, similar to the play area at the Meadows in part of 
the space.  Tennis courts, maze etc 

Something that would benefit the community and preferably not just housing. 

Something the whole community would benefit from- young and old. 

Something to benefit all ages, care home, drop in centre, we don't need any more shops or houses 

Something to benefit the community 

Something to entertain children. A skatepark is a popular idea with my son and his friends? 

Something under public/community control and ownership 

Something useful for the local children to use. 

Something which could be used by ALL of the local community. Some kind of leisure facility which could 
cater for all ages. Perhaps some meeting rooms for local interest groups, incorporating perhaps a cafe as 
well. Outdoor play park area, multi-purpose court for tennis, basketball, football etc.  Taking into account 
the thoughts and needs of the local community is paramount and the decision shouldn't be taken on the 
whim(s) of the Council!! 

Something which is a mixture between the meadows new swing park and saughton skate park. 

Something which would benefit the local community rather than just empty space, regardless of what it is. 

Somewhere for older local children to "hang out" would be good.  Although there are facilities in the local 
Figgate park (swing park, etc), there is not much in the area for older children from approx age 10-16.  
Perhaps an area could be used for sports use; basketball area and small football pitch.  For this area to be 
sheltered would also be helpful as the area could still be used when wet and cold. 

Somewhere for the kids to play which is safe and also somewhere for adults to walk. 

Somewhere which is a green alternative to the beach, maybe a mini cycle route for small ones to learn as 
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promenade has stopped being cycle friendly. Someone local events could be held outdoors. 

Sounds fine to me 

Space could be used to extend St John’s school.  The remaining space should be used as a park area for 
public use including swing park, area to walk etc. 

space for ball games, dog-walking and general outdoor recreation. 

Space for children to use - play park, pitches etc 

Space for facilities for the public 

Space for families and friends to spend outdoors 

space for young people to use for sport and social activities 

 space should be a school. 

space to be used by whole community, sports facilities,  

Space to play and chill 

Splitting the area into playing fields, a children's swing park and a youth/community centre would be of 
benefit for the local community 

Sport 

sport and leisure facilities 

Sport and leisure facilities open for public use for wide range of age groups. 

Sport and recreation area. With tennis courts, small football and rugby pitches and basketball courts.  

Sport facilities for school and local community use. Possibly a new community centre. 

Sport facilities including all weather pitch and tennis courts 

Sport facilities to give space for healthy minds and bodies to develop 

Sport facilities, and safe attractive leisure/ open land. Tennis courts etc. (Not just football pitches) 

Sport facilities, including tennis courts, and children’s play area 

Sport facilities, pitches/ tennis courts/ skate board park/ leisure facilities/ a community centre and park 
land. 

Sport facilities. 

Sport facility for the local community, I.e. 3G type hockey and football pitches. 

Sport or Leisure use 

sport pitches for anyone to use 

Sport/leisure facility for the community 

SPORT/RECREATION FACILITIES 

Sporting activates would be welcome, but realistically costs may only support a new green open space.  I 
feel this would suffice, the important point is to establish the new modern state of the art school fit for 
future generations.  

Sporting and recreation facilities for young and old alike. 

Sporting area for general community use. 
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sporting facilities able to accommodate both outdoor and indoor activities which would benefit north/east 
Edinburgh area 

Sporting facilities and play area 

Sporting facilities for the use of the community and schools. 

Sporting facilities of some kind, could the swimming pool be retained/developed? 

Sporting facilities of some kind, there is already Figgy Park for dog walkers.  Also could the existing 
swimming pool be retained or developed ?  

Sports amenities  

Sports amenities 

Sports and community facilities. Safe play areas and picnic facilities for very young children (like the 
Meadows). 

Sports and leisure centre, or some form of community centre for the local community or something run by 
the council at least. DO NOT BUILD A SUPERMARKET! Portobello thrives on local businesses. A Tesco would 
murder local business. 

Sports and leisure facilities. 

Sports and recreation 

Sports and recreation 

Sports and recreation facilities for the benefit of the whole community. 

Sports and recreation facilities for the community. 

Sports and recreational area with a area where you can relax too 

Sports area 

Sports area 

Sports area & Play area 

sports area -dog walking and communal walking area cycle path  play area with climbing frames etc trees 
shrubs etc. 

sports area where locals can be active 

sports area would be a good idea, or turning the area in to a small nature reserve 

Sports centre 

Sports Centre 

sports centre with all weather facilities 

Sports centre, large play park, tennis courts, playing fields for sports 

Sports centre, not football 

Sports centre/community centre for multiple uses. 

Sports complex 

sports courts and playground space for mothers and small children. 

Sports environment for kids exercise 
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sports facilities 

Sports facilities 

Sports facilities 

Sports facilities 

Sports Facilities 

Sports facilities 

Sports facilities 

sports facilities 

Sports facilities  

Sports Facilities - e.g. football, basketball, Play areas for kids - both toddlers and older - e.g. with death slides 
etc 

sports facilities - football , tennis, basketball etc 

sports facilities - Football pitch, tennis court, basketball court 

Sports facilities (all purpose) Free entry. Play area for younger children. 

Sports facilities accessible by the whole community. 

Sports facilities and a play park for the local children. 

Sports facilities and a pleasant area which can be enjoyed by all age groups. 

Sports facilities and play park or other recreational space. 

Sports facilities e.g. football basketball hockey rugby all weather pitches. Equipment for sports and a 
swimming pool 

Sports facilities- Football ,tennis, basketball  etc 

Sports facilities for all the community 

Sports facilities for children of all ages and adults as there are many other parks in the area for 
walking/sitting/picnics etc.  As there are houses nearby, noise should be taken into consideration.  

Sports facilities for everyone 

Sports facilities for the children 

Sports facilities for the community. 

Sports facilities for the local community and an area of public park 

Sports facilities for the local schools (both primary and secondary) to use and for local sports clubs which 
currently use council facilities to expand into e.g. perhaps a 4G pitch for football/rugby/hockey. An adjacent 
playground would also be appreciated, or an upgrade of current playground.  The local area does NOT need 
more dog-walking space or golf. 

sports facilities for the whole family 

Sports facilities for the young. 

Sports facilities for use by local clubs and societies.  

Sports facilities for young people. 
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Sports facilities i.e. football pitches with changing facilities 

Sports facilities i.e. tennis courts, football pitches etc.  

Sports facilities is a good idea but maybe there are enough football pitches already in the area - at the new 
high school, at holyrood high school, presumably the new St John’s will have one included in the plans, and 
the Pitz.  Perhaps there is a need for other sports to be included-basketball is played at both local high 
schools and this could be combined with hockey?  Pitch and putt - to compliment potential links with the 
golf course? Skate board park?  Climbing wall?  Whatever goes in I think it is important to support with 
opportunities to learn or train at it. So some instructors to run courses would be good. 

sports facilities of some kind 

Sports facilities or a play park, something along those lines. 

Sports facilities or Football pitches. As I believe that there is a shortage of both. The certainly has been since 
the pitches at Portobello Park have remained closed since the first mention of housing the school on the 
site.  

Sports Facilities or play area for children? 

Sports facilities so that the impact of moving the school into the park is minimised in this respect 

Sports facilities tennis courts etc, an adventure play park and a skate park would all be good facilities for the 
children. 

Sports facilities with attractive landscaping 

Sports facilities would be appropriate. 

sports facilities, including paralympic facilities, play parks, off-road biking tracks 

Sports Facilities, or Expanding area for St John's school. 

Sports facilities. 

Sports facilities. 

Sports facilities. 

Sports facilities. 

Sports facilities. Perhaps a skate park or something for older children.  

sports facilities. Skate park, etc.  

sports facility for the local area (astro turf pitches to replace Portobello park) 

sports field , parks ,  garden area 

Sports fields for community use. 

Sports fields for youth teams. Dedicated dog walking area.  

Sports fields, including track and field facilities. It doesn't need to be fancy. Many other European towns and 
cities have these with associated facilities and they are used! Our national sport coaches are crying out for 
kids to connect with sport. Build a facility that does the job, but doesn't cost a packet to use. This does not 
conflict with the school and whatever sports provisions it might provide. We need more of these facilities.  

Sports fields, play park, and a picnic/community area. 

Sports for the community 
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sports grounds for football? 

Sports grounds for local community, especially schools. 

Sports grounds would be good (football pitches, tennis courts, basketball hoops, new pool). It's just around 
the corner, unlike the Jack Kane Centre, and the Figgate Park is right next door - we don't need another park 
in Portobello. 

Sports or play facilities for children 

sports pitch adventure playground 

Sports pitch for st johns please. 

Sports pitch, parkland 

sports pitches 

sports pitches 

sports pitches  for use by St john’s and the local community 

Sports pitches and play area 

sports pitches of some sort  

Sports pitches, community space for young children 

Sports pitches, good quality children's playground (like at Musselburgh Links) 

Sports pitches, maybe extend the primary school. Would be nice to join up some more green space to 
figgate park but there's a road and houses in the way. 

Sports pitches, quality playground, green space 

Sports pitches, swing park 

Sports pitches. 

Sports recreation 

Sports things 

sports track, pond trees 

sports/leisure/recreation with minimal buildings 

Sports/play facilities. 

St john’s primary should have a good amount of the space for sports facilities and maybe a community 
garden that could also be used by the primary school 

St john’s school to expand, and possibly some social housing and green space, e.g. tennis courts, football 
courts, 

Start off with the New open space. After the space has matured, local people will realise what their 
proprieties for its use may be, A decision may then be taken, rather than immediately trying to provide what 
may now be considered best , but which may rapidly turn into a white elephant. 

State of the art play park offering segmented facilities for all ages 

State Park etc also upgrade |Figgate Park more benches bins 

Stop kidding the honest folk in Edinburgh. The space lost will never be replaced  
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structured play and sport and fitness provision - some under cover - for all ages - e.g. outdoor gym 
equipment for adults, basketball/netball court, volleyball court, play areas.  Extension of wild garden etc. 
from Figgate Park 

'Substitute' open space was initially promised as part of these proposals but then later disappeared.  This 
does not give people 100% confidence that the Council will make good on the substitution considering the 
value of the land (I in fact still take these promised in good faith but confidence has been significantly 
shaken). Without prejudice to my objection to the Private Bill proposals if they do proceed I believe they 
would meet with a more enthusiastic welcome if they included the requirement for the compensatory green 
space to be created and entered on the common good balance sheet. 

Such a development would be illegal. 

Such a space would be insufficient. However, more to the point, I would not trust the Council to use this 
space for the Community. Nothing that has happened over the last 6 years would encourage anyone to trust 
the Council on this: especially when there are 'developers' keen to take the site. 

Sufficient facilities for younger children ( under fives) 

 sufficient sports facilities indoor and outdoor for the kids of both schools to get some exercise without 
wasting half the session travelling to an offsite sports facility 

Suggest other options 

Suggesting that the area is the size of football pitches is unfairly leading the question in the direction of 
sports use.  If the park is built on then the school site should become a park. 

Swim centre, park with water feature & flowers, children's playground with rubber ground, running track 

Swimming pool and nature garden 

swing park 

swing park 

Swing park 

Swing park 

swing park 

swing park 

swing park 

Swing Park 

Swing park and a bmx track. 

Swing park and sports facilities 

Swing park for younger families & football pitch for older kids to go & play, with the area still being open to 
dog walkers 

swing park, gardens, pond, Picnic area 

Swing Park, Pond, Child friendly area with nature trails. 

swing park, skateboard park, trees, gardens, benches, community vegetable patch,  

Swing park/play park. Sports pitches or courts. 

Swings 
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swings, a lined football pitch, quiet area 

Swings, slide climbing frame 

Swings, trees, grass. 

Tam O'Neill 

Teen shelter, tree house, swings 

tennis court 

Tennis court BMW track or skate board park 

Tennis court, allotment, skateboard park 

Tennis Court? Something that adds to the provision that will be created by High School and complements 
Figgate Park amenities 

tennis courts 

tennis courts 

TENNIS COURTS 

Tennis courts 

tennis courts 

Tennis courts & skateboard park 

Tennis courts and a BMX / skateboard park. Like the one at Saughton park. 

Tennis courts and a large playground - something similar to the Vet School end of the Meadows 

Tennis courts and basketball courts like the ones at Inverleith park which are a huge success 

Tennis courts and possibly a fitness circuit 

Tennis courts and putting green to replace previously lost amenity (rosefield park) 

Tennis courts and skate park 

Tennis courts and/or other sports facilities according to demand and perhaps an area of garden with native 
trees. 

tennis courts basketball courts more flowers small play park 

Tennis courts for children and adults  

Tennis courts maybe or something similar. You mention in your campaign material that porty park is not 
used for football much, so don’t thing football pitches would be worthwhile. 

tennis courts or crazy golf 

Tennis courts with lighting for children of all ages 

Tennis courts would be good, but I also think the blossom trees should stay because I trees are important to 
the environment and should be saved. 

Tennis courts, astro turf, basketball courts, outdoor gym equipment!  After all people who want to walk 
dogs have the spectacular figgate park!  Give back to the community! 

Tennis courts, Basketball courts 

Tennis courts, bmx track, five a side pitches, outdoor games, croquet and bowls.  An imaginative original 
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playground along the lines of http://www.monstrum.dk  

Tennis courts, boating pond 

tennis courts, children’s park, seating, flower areas, community sensory garden 

Tennis courts, football pitch, basket ball facilities. 

Tennis courts, park for people of all ages  

tennis courts, parkland 

Tennis courts, picnic spaces, outdoor gym facilities, community fruit/veg garden 

tennis courts, pitches all public access 

Tennis courts, place to run around, perhaps a running track. 

Tennis courts, play park for kids 

Tennis courts, skate park, kids play park (similar to the one in the meadows), allotments.  

Tennis courts, sports park, running track.  Gardens for community to enjoy. Allotments 

Tennis courts, squash facilities etc.   A family time place.  I don't have young children any more but it would 
be nice. 

Tennis courts. 

Tennis courts/basketball courts.  Something children and young people can make use of and will benefit the 
local community. 

Tennis courts/Playpark 

Tennis courts/sports centre or gym 

Tennis courts; Community orchard/garden 

Tennis Courts; skateboard play area; wild meadow 

Tennis courts?  Skate boarding facilities? 

Tennis football & play park 

tennis gym pool 

That is a lot of potential for the community. Any amount of interesting things could see the place. Perhaps 
green space as well as something good for the communities of Portobello and the surrounding areas.  

That is for Portobello residents to determine 

That space is too small to do anything useful as open space (the Figgate Park is also just nearby and gives a 
much better space). It would be better used for building either community facilities or housing. 

That would be up to the people of Portobello.   As I am no longer an Edinburgh resident, I don't feel it's up to 
me to say. 

That's the answer...recreation grounds including G4 pitches, track and skate park facilities would be 
fantastic. The need for safe areas for children in that area could never be enough. I know the Figgate park is 
not far away but that is more nature lead. If it was a skate park we would come from Bruntsfield to use it!  

The 3pitches and hope the pupils will get to use the golf course as a golf academy 

The above question simply amounts to propaganda in support of the Council's stated aim to build on the 
park. It undermines any attempt for this consultation to be a neutral, opinion canvassing, exercise. Think 

http://www.monstrum.dk/�
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how much better the existing Portobello Park could be made if the Council showed the will to provide 
facilities for the local community.  

The answer is in the question. 3 well maintained football pitches, possibly one from artificial turf 

The area could be split into separate areas, e.g. allotments, wildlife garden, play area 

The area could be used to create a park to replace the one that the new school would be built on. 

The area could be used to create a park to replace the one the new school would be built on.  

The area could still be used as a recreation area - play park for younger children, skate board park for older 
children, keep the golf course?, a park for all to use, basketball hoops, use as a community area. 

The area created by this combined space is surrounded by private dwellings, do you expect residents to 
accept that you will thin space? 

The area is practically adjacent to the Figgate Park, so I am not sure that park-land is needed, but recreation 
facilities for sport for young people could be good. 

The area should be kept for community purposes and certainly not sold for private development. This site 
should definitely NOT be sold as a potential location for a supermarket as this would destroy the local shops 
in the Portobello area. A good use would be a community centre and area to host the local organic market. 
Provision of a good sized all-purpose hall(s) would be beneficial so that local groups could use these. An area 
should also be given over to parkland so as to negate the loss at Portobello park. This would join nicely with 
the Figgate Park area. 

the area should be used for allotments, woods and play areas for children  

The best use of this land is undoubtedly to rebuild the High School on it. Failing that, it should planted with 
grass and trees and used for non-specific leisure - strolling, kick about football, etc. 

The best use would be to build the new school there. Failing that link it to Figgate Park and make space for 
tennis, football etc. 

The city and its citizens badly need access to improved all-weather multi-purpose sports facilities - the open 
space should be set aside for this. It could be used by both local primary schools (Duddingston and St John’s, 
and even Parson's Green/Royal High PS) and by the community as a whole. Ball sports such as football, 
rugby, tennis, hockey etc. should be prioritised. The nearby Figgate Park means that a generic grassland park 
is not necessary here. Other options to consider would be a community orchard or play park for younger 
children. I would encourage the Council to retain the school's relatively new gym hall (with seating) to be 
used as a community sports hall for indoor sports and activities (badminton, ping pong, gymnasium, early 
years activities) as it would seem a shame and very wasteful to lose such a valuable resource, when a 
number of other indoor sports facilities in the city seem to be under threat. 

The community already has the Figgate Park. 

The construction of a new school, with appropriate space for sport and informal recreation.  Any surplus 
land thereafter should be for the use of the community. 

The council already took greenfield to build existing High School so they would not be creating a new 
greenfield it would be extending Figgate Park only.  The people in the Christians and Magdalene would have 
no immediate green space this would be taken from them. 

The council cannot compensate with new space that is equivalent to the park and should not go ahead with 
a Private Bill to use the park's open space. Parks are rightly heavily protected with planning policy and this 
should not be overturned.  

The council in their attempt to, I believe alter the legal rights of the people would  enhance this crazy 
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scheme and fabricate any information to enable this bill to be pushed through, and I presume that this 
escapade would come in on / budget just like the Edinburgh tram fiasco? 

The council promises us new green space but how long will it be before that land is taken from us? Anyway, 
do we really need green space right next door to the figgit park? I think not. The new school should be 
rebuilt on the existing Portobello high school site. Refer to the original drawings proposed back in 2003. 
Children could be decanted to the newly closed Castlebrae site.  

The council should definitely create a new public green, open space for use by the local Portobello 
community.  This should be placed in trust for the community and access should be made available for local 
youth and charitable organisations.  

The council should not be using public money to create a propaganda campaign 

The council should set aside this new space for use by the community. A skate park? Playground? Playing 
fields? Please don't use this space for another ugly high rise building. The current structure is a huge blot on 
the landscape of east Edinburgh. 

The council's own legal advice said the court’s decision is final & the council should not pursue any further 

The current high school was built on the site of the one before. Build the new school on that ground.  

The current Portobello Park is barely used by members of the community. I drive past it several times a day 
and only see a few people walking their dogs to let them use it as a toilet.  I would like to see a new space 
which offers a safe place for children to play: with games, some nice paths and benches...and not a dog 
toilet! 

The current school site should be turned over to become a mixed-use recreational space for all - playpark, 
football pitches, nature pond, areas for dog-walkers etc 

The details can be determined at a later date. Get your basics sorted out. This would be no compensation 
for building on a long established park. 

The erosion of one park area and the establishment of a new park does not make sense. Leave well alone we 
have fewer and fewer green spaces, which Edinburgh is rightly famous for. 

The existing Portobello HS site backs onto Figgate park which is a good area for walking but it lacks good 
facilities for children. Expansion of the park could include a better playpark and possibly more sports playing 
fields.  

The existing school site should be redeveloped so as to allow a good access corridor/ link between 
Duddingston Road and the Figgate Park.  There should be an emphasis on high quality landscaping, design 
and planting and a focus on wildlife/ habitat.  A small coffee shop/ tea room could also be considered for 
use by the local community, parents of children at Duddingston and St John’s Schools and users of Figgate 
Park.  Some consideration could also be given to public art e.g. sculptures etc with a focus on the history of 
the local area 

The extra space at the two old schools would be best kept as sports grounds available to the school and the 
public after hours.  

The extra space that would be left in my mind could be used for more recreational space which is very much 
required. The Figgate park can & really is suggested for birds use. 

The Figate Park already serves this area so it would make more sense to keep Portobello Park as a Park in its 
present location.  Portobello Park should also be maintained to the same standards as other parks within the 
city with similar investment. 

The Figgate Park currently provides a large leisure area next to the existing school. There is no need to 
create further recreational facilities there. If the Council upholds its commitment to replacing the space 
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stolen from Portobello Park, surely it should be somewhere else within Portobello, and certainly nearer to 
where the existing park is. 

The Figgate Park is an absolute wonderful green space and it would be lovely if it could be extended in this 
fashion, will lots of landscape type gardens incorporating vegetable and herb gardens (as in the Botanics) 
and could incorporate playing areas for children, and possibly something for the older kids as well. 

The heads of each member of the council in favour of this disgraceful trick on sticks. Along with Alex 
Salmond's and Donald Dewar's. And the Kaiser Chiefs, they're rotten. 

The High School, a park around it for the students and other visitors and possible some space to play sports 
in.  so the pupils could play football etc. 

The main focus of my concern is getting a new school. As long as the land  is public and green I don't mind. 
Things that would be good include a play park, sports facilities such as pitches and trees. 

The main priority for me would be to use the space for various recreation for all ages of the community. 

The new area of open space should be as close as possible to the 'common good' status of the present 
Portobello Park. That is to say, it should provide relief from the urban environment in the best traditions of 
parkland planning. 

The new area would be a great opportunity to build a new leisure centre to replace the old fashioned Jack 
Kane centre or as proposed by my 7 years old child an educational farm and a huge play area that could be 
used by all pupils from different schools.  

The new open space could be all weather tennis courts and a play park with some tree planting. 

The new park should provide for wildlife. It should provide an area for sport and exercise from which dogs 
are banned (I'm sick of dog mess in local parks).  

The new park would be too far away from the residents in the area!!! Full Stop!! 

the new Portobello high school 

The new Portobello high school! There is no need for new green space, the figit park is over the street!!!!!!! 

The new school could be built on this land there is no point making it into a new park as the Figgate park is 
just 200 yards up the road from it  and its smaller than Portobello Park 

The new school should be built on the same sight it has been done in Midlothian and Edinburg already. 

tHE NEW SCHOOL SHOULD BE BUILT ON THIS SITE 

The new space has to be more imaginatively used than the grass/waste land that the space the proposed 
school is to be built on. Also some kind of integration to Figgate park would be good. But overall it has to 
benefit the community and not a minority that seem to have held such sway over this issue for too long. 

The new space would be best suited to the creation of a new community recreation facility encompassing 
indoor and outdoor spaces. These could be equipped for bouldering, climbing, ball skills, gymnastics etc. If 
the outdoor areas were always accessible it could encourage youngsters to develop talents and skills whilst 
socialising. 

The new space would not be protected by law!   And if it the size of three football pitches, why is it not the 
ideal site to rebuild.   There are other sites which should be fully investigated: the Baileyfield site in 
particular or the site of the current Bowl Centre along with the 5 a side football pitches. Even the industrial 
site situated off the Harry Lauder Road.   Many of the industrial units remain empty and unused. 

The new St. johns school could have a wonderful park beside it. Or sports facilities for the community - 
basketball courts!!! 
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The nine hole golf course should be kept. It is good for beginner and retired people. Having tolerated the 
mistakes of the past, i.e. a tower block, overcrowding and wind damage, Portobello teachers and pupils 
deserve the best site, not second best. 

The old school should be pulled down & a new school built on same site. 

The old school site would be nothing like the scale of the park if it was why move. This is another waste of 
Ratepayer's money. You have been turned down by the courts, Move On. 

The old site could be returned to its original state.  It was previously the playing fields for the old Portobello 
School. 

The older children could do with more to do, I'd like to see a skate board/bike park that was considered for 
the meadows at one point. 

The only genuine open yet fenced space in Portobello is Portobello Park. Dog walkers have seen the erection 
of the new basketball court in Rosefield Park, and the limit on dogs on the Beach during the summer season. 
There's no point in just extending one of the existing parks. Safeguard Portobello Park instead and build on 
Baileyfield. 

The only thing that should go on this space are grassy sports pitches that should be open to all for use. 
Portobello High School could book them for PE. Do not build the school here. Keep the Park as a park. 

The only though I can offer at the moment would be to build a well thought-out play park: built to last with 
the inclusion of those items that can be seen at the meadows (east end) which seems to have been a great 
success (its open packed... I think for travel to it especially) so I would be great to have a local one 

The open space at Portobello Park is far better than any options.  The council improve it by making  the 
investment they can fund at alternatives sites 

The open space should be used for a multitude of outdoor recreational purposes. 

The open space should be used for school and local community benefit, and should include safe play areas 
for younger children and a pleasant meeting point for family groups in summer etc. 

 the park can be upgraded now by the money not spent on a private bill 

The park cannot be replaced  

The park could be improved by: layout of safe cycle paths, improved lighting, fitness trails, enhanced 
landscaping - tress & shrubs. The council has improved Figgate the same could be done for Portobello Park. 

The park was one of the safest to play rounders cricket etc etc as it is overlooked. You took the football goal 
posts down to make people believe it was not used. Every sat & Sunday all three pitches were well used 
another park to replace a park not logical 

The parkland and golf course should remain as it is. 

The people of Duddingston Road should be consulted about plans for any resulting open space. They are the 
ones who have had to live with an eyesore for as long.  

The plans I have seen for the school and facilities looked well planned already and would offer new facilities 
to the community.   

The planting of a woodland area. 

The primary goals should be safe recreational space for children and families with a playground area, along 
with open space for those with dogs or just wanting a pleasant open walking space. 

the replacement of what would be lost at the new site if possible 
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The resources car -masked for a putative park on the existing school site should be used to enhance the 
amenities in Portobello Park. There is an excellent park in that area, Figgate park and it would be more 
agreed to upgrade Portobello Park. 

The same facilities as are being lost at Portobello park.  

The site could be used as a recreational area for the wider community. A park for all, together with a 
sports/recreational facility for our children 

The site could house some alternative sports facilities, skate ramp, swimming pool or a community 
centre/drop in centre for all ages. 

The site on Duddingston Road is already well served by the Figgate Park.  Seems completely unnecessary to 
place a park beside a park.  Surely this money could be better spent in maintaining Portobello Park and 
surrounding area for the people who use Portobello Park.  If the school is built on Baileyfield would the 
council still turn this area into open space?   

The space is not needed so close to the Figgate park, the site would be better used for much needed 
affordable housing. 

The space should be mixed use including sports facilities for local clubs/the community (and not just 
football) as well as the creation of some allotments as Edinburgh is badly lacking in enough allotment space. 
It would also be nice if there could be a community wood or some art created in one area of the space 

The space should be used as the site for the new St John's primary school. 

The space should be used for some kind of sporting facility e.g. football pitches or a skate park 

The space should be used half as an extension for St John's and half as an extension to Figgate Park, maybe 
with astroturfs and something aimed at teenagers which Figgate does not already offer. 

The space should be used to build the new school - which was originally the plan many years ago.  
Apparently what was "acceptable" then has been conveniently forgotten. 

The space should be used to build the new St John’s and playing fields if there is not room on the Power 
Station site. 

The space was used for the original school and that is where the new school should be - no other  option is 
tenable. 

The Sports facilities for the new Portobello High School should be located here, leaving as much of 
Portobello Park for its local residents as possible.  This would only be a short walk from the New school and 
would be better for both communities or, at least, attempts to build bridges between the two campaigning 
groups. 

The use of public space has differed over the years. I would like at least part of the available space to be 
used as a state-of-the-art skate park for young people. This is something Edinburgh needs and would be very 
popular. 

The use of the site for public space is a good idea. If proposed all- weather pitches were included in this 
space it would be a more sustainable solution if a community hub was made available within a redeveloped 
St John's RC Primary to ensure a responsible use of facilities for all community groups within the area 
covering all outdoor sports.  

The very fact that the council are asking this questions demonstrates that even they do not believe that the 
supposed new park will be a "like for like" replacement. This is a PR stunt aimed at getting respondents to 
enter some sort of fantasy world where everything you dream of will be delivered. 

 The views of the local community on this should be paramount 
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The whole area should be used for St John’s with all the sports facilities and amenities the area could benefit 
from  

The Youth should be encouraged to do more sports, so it should be possible to cycle through the Park and 
have a playground and a Basketball/Football pitch, so that also older children are encouraged to use the 
Park. There should be well separated foot paths, so that also the elderly are encouraged to walk in the Park. 

There are enough parks in the area. I propose an Astroturf and other sports pitches  

There are lots of things that could be done with the existing sight, a play park for children would be good 
although there are others in the vicinity. 

There are many parks in the Portobello area for the public to access and enjoy which while being pretty and 
well maintained they contain very little.  A safe area for young people to gather such as a skate park, 
basketball court etc would be beneficial 

There are many suggestions to enhance the use of this space for the community of Portobello. I personally 
would like some space dedicated to an activity such as skateboarding as it would incentivise children's 
engagement with exercise.  

There are no decent play parks in the area and the area would benefit from a decent play park, like they 
have in the meadows,  

There are NO OTHER VIABLE SITES ON THE TABLE.  The other options are either too small, out of catchment 
or not owned by the council.  Because of other council promises regarding this positive decision the 
community will benefit from TWO new schools and a fantastic new park with radically improved amenity for 
the whole community. 

There are numerous free facilities such as play parks in the area for younger children, but not so many free 
facilities for teenagers in the Portobello area.  Given that the space had been a High School, I feel it would be 
appropriate to dedicate part if not all of the area to facilities for high school aged children. 

there are other more qualified than me to answer this question 

There are so many options for this park!  A sensory garden for people with additional support needs would 
also be a great addition to the community.  Many children and young people are brought to Portobello to 
enjoy the beach, a sensory garden, not too far away may be another way of including them in the 
community.  A playpark aimed at crawling/toddling children alongside an adventure park for older kids.  SO 
many families with more than one child struggle taking multiple children to a park when there is nowhere to 
put a baby down.  Babies get very frustrated sitting in a buggy and it would be fantastic if there was 
something that addressed this.  Especially considering the huge number of young families in Portobello.  A 
small skatepark would be ideal for young people as well as an outdoor gym (I saw one of these recently in 
Glenrothes's Gilvenbank Park and it was fantastic, a great way for people of all ages to have a go at keeping 
fit whilst hanging out at the park). 

There are too many viable options that will benefit the local community to make decisions now.  Local 
residents and businesses should have more time to consider this.  We must work together and come up with 
innovative and forward looking options - not just another park with the same old facilities.  THINK BIG 

There are two alternative sites - former power station, more than adequate bus service to all school 
catchment areas. British rail freightliner depot, the council saw no problem with 900 lorries a day entering 
and leaving the site via Sir Harry Lauder Road, so a few hundred pupils per day should not create major 
problems. 

There aren't many public spaces locally for teenagers. A skate park, adventure playground. Also, some sort 
of community garden - allotments maybe? Somewhere for children to learn about growing produce.  
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There can be no more important use than to provide for the education of the young people living in this 
community 

There could be Rugby/Football and hockey pitches with changing facilities.  However there is potential for 
the building of a large sports facility which should take into account roof height to include the sport of 
Trampolining as there are very few centres available which accommodated this sport. This hall would also be 
suitable for gymnastics etc. 

There have already been interesting developments in the Figgate Park especially the board walk and native 
plantings. It would be fantastic if some aspects of this, i.e. native species being planted, would be considered 
in addition to a space for community use. 

There is a distinct lack of quality sports facilities in the area and it would be good to use this are as a mixture 
of indoor and outdoor facilities. 

There is a great opportunity here to create a small new park with some thoughtful outdoor activities for the 
local community 

There is a local park in the area put investment into it. No need for new green space. 

There is a need for play space for young people (ages 8 to 18) in the area.   The proposals made by the 
Council for open space will adequately meet this need, 

there is already a large enough park there 

There is already an open space in the area, why build on it then spend more funds creating a replacement 
area.  

There is currently a hugely popular skate park in Saughton Park. Although it was at first feared this would 
cause problems in the local area, it has proved very successful in attracting young people. The benefits have 
out weighted the negatives. I feel this may be something to consider replicating.  

There is no logical reason to provide such space that location, right next to an already splendid long 
established park, the Figgate, open green space is desperately in need of preservation a long 
Milton/Willowbrae Road. The existing school location is the best choice for the new school, and should have 
been pursued years ago, when plans were drawn up. Had it been we would now have a new PHS. This 
proposal of open space is undoubtedly, offered by the council as a sop to those who oppose, for whatever 
valid reason, the park location and is completely preposterous. 

There is no need for additional green space here as the very beautiful and useful Figgate Park is directly 
behind.  Green space is best spread out - so leave the greenspace at Porty Park be.  Or put it to good use and 
have the children jog there for sports - it's literally 5 minutes from the existing school site. 

There is no need to create a new open space. A perfect space already exists that we want to keep.  

There is no need to create any further area of open space, the Figgate is adequate. My view is that this idea 
is a late, poorly considered "add on" in order to try and gain support. Otherwise known as a bribe ! 

There is no way that this would replace the valuable area already available in Portobello Park. I suggest that 
the new school is built at the Baileyfield site and the existing site be used for the proposed extra playing 
fields. 

There is other suitable sites to build the school, and the council should use them and leave the park as it is 

There is probably a long waiting list for allotments and so some of the space could be used for allotments. A 
playground space for small children would be positive as the area has a significant number of children and 
little public playground space. A variety of trees could be grown & this could be an educational space for 
children at St John's & for the new High School. 
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There is the huge green space already in Figgate Park so perhaps something more structured.  A Meadow's 
style playpark? The playpark in Figgate Park is pretty small with no proper swings 

There seems to be opportunity here to ensure that the open space can add value to the education 
experience of the pupils from both St John’s and PHS, and other local schools such as Duddingston, 
Brunstane and Towerbank Primaries.  A form of publicly accessible 'wildlife garden', community orchard 
and/ or allotments may be an option.  Alternatively, why not consider the possibility of constructing a 
showpiece of sustainable living, again with the schools in mind? 'Woonerf' 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woonerf or home zone exemplar construction could enable each local school 
to have a 'house' of their own, to be used for their own purposes, possibly including residential education 
courses.   Certainly, I think it would be a shame for the ground to be simply green space, within a particular 
community focus. 

There should be an extension to the existing Figgate Park. 

there should be an international food and music area within whatever other recreation uses it gets.  
Something to make a day out for people other than just another space...  

There should be no build on the park when there are perfectly good alternatives 

There used to be open space in that area till the council decided to build on it and any proposal would and 
could not replace the park 

Things for all ages and interests, don't make it a no-go area for anyone...something else for young people 
that's not necessarily about sport? Other drop in type area? 

Think a park would be a nice idea it would be great if there was a playground as no one uses the current 
park because there's nothing there, except of course dog poop.  Thanks 

Think football pitches would be great for the children 

Think that local residents views should prevail. 

Think the local people should be canvassed... but a combination of sports facilities of various types for young 
people & some allotment spaces would seem a good mix - along the lines of Inverleith Park 

Think this is a great idea 

This & the promised improvements to Portobello Park are very thinly - disguised bribe to persuade people 
that the school would be better in the park . Those living near the current school have plenty of green space 
- Figgate park. 

This area already has a park (Figgate Park), whereas the area near the proposed school will lose a park, and 
the Baileyfield site will not be regenerated. I think that the current park area should be improved to make up 
for the loss the people there are suffering, and plans to regenerate Baileyfield in a good way should be put 
forwards. The current RC Primary School could do with improved play space. The current proposals do not 
seem to me to be fair to all sections of the community and I would like to see a much better discussion to try 
and reduce the levels of confrontation and find a solution that is as fair as possible. I do understand that the 
situation has become difficult, but I also think that it is the responsibility of the political system to find 
reasonably fair and balanced solutions, while still delivering the desperately-needed school. 

This area could b used for affordable housing 

This could be developed as an outdoor physical education area for the children of the school and also 
community groups out with school hours. It could also have an area for children to develop small allotments 
for each class or a woodland area 

this could be used for a community space - park, playpark, allotments perhaps? I would like to see it used by 
and designed to accommodate the needs of all groups in the community - maybe including a senses garden 
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and some sports facilities 

This Council is not to be trusted, as other schemes have proved in the past, and as such the new school 
should be re-built on the existing site or at the Scottish Power site at Baileyfield 

This discussion is premature, council needs permission to go ahead. The existing site is not adequate 
compensation for loss of park and is not in the right location. Also it is right beside a lovely park so is not 
necessary. Sell it to defray cost of building new PHS on brownsite 

This green space will not compensate the direct area which surrounds the park now and is disgusting to 
think that putting a little patch of green space back so close to figgate park compensates in any such way. 
Personally I think this is insulting. 

This ground could be used to increase the green, recreational space for people who do not favour the 
development of Portobello Park. It can be used for adult/community recreation such bowls or tennis courts. 

This is a consultation exercise so let's not pretend that what local people want will be taken into account! 
The 'consultation' exercise on the trams has already proved this.  The council, I am sure, will already have 
plans for the use of this space and I'd guess that building homes that will pull in funds to pay for the massive 
overspend on useless trams will feature highly. No consideration would be given to how this space could 
best serve the residents of Portobello would be considered.  

This is a disingenuous question which demonstrates that the Council is going to do whatever it wants - leave 
the park alone and build on the Scottish Power site or has the delay in pursuing this option means it is now 
not possible?   If so, Council feet dragging has caused this.  Finally, why you are wasting your and our time 
and our money on this phoney consultation when you know full well you are going for the Private Bill is a 
mystery. 

This is a fantastic opportunity for the community and I hope that we can create a facility that is 
complementary to what we already have.  What we don't want is another dog toilet and many people would 
be delighted if dogs could be barred from this park.  A skate park would be very popular but I'm keen to see 
other people's ideas. 

This is a fundamentally flamed philosophy.. Demolish the school...Temp school whilst the new one is being 
built! Keep the park the way it is 

This is a loaded question. The issue at stake is the loss of one of our great parks.  At the very least, you 
would have to re-create the lost amenities i.e. open space, trees, golf course, and sports area. 

This is a matter for local people to decide.  I used to live adjacent to the area concerned, I chaired the School 
Board at the time of the statutory consultation on the High School's replacement; use of the land made 
available by vacating the current site was not part of the consultation, and I have moved since then. 

This is a nonsense. There is a perfectly good park next door to this site. 

This is a shockingly loaded question. Portobello Park should not be used for Portobello School, under any 
circumstance. If a new school is built elsewhere, not on Common Land, then it is immaterial what the site is 
used for.  It is a dereliction of duty that the Council, who should be defending the rights of the people, are 
actually seeking to destroy them 

This is a smokescreen. I think we all know that the council will sell off the land to the highest paying 
developer. What a load of rubbish!  

This is a terrific idea as the people who are complaining about the plans to build the School on the park want 
to seemingly protect the worst football pitches in the city (I know as I used to play on them when younger) 
while dodging dog dirt.  Therefore why not create a nature sanctuary with full access for walkers and dogs 
etc. 
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this is an abrogation of the recreational purpose of the land 

This is and untimely request based on the Council's biased position 

This is jumping the gun. It is a diversion from the main argument about the park and its status as common 
land left in perpetuity. 

This is not relevant at the moment. 

This is pointless as there is the Figgate park in the area . 

This is rubbish no green space will be replaced  

This is spurious as the site is one third of the size if the green parkland which will be lost. It is illogical to 
destroy a greenfield site to build a school and then to put a very inferior park on the old school site.  It will 
be a sad day if this goes ahead, but if it does, all weather football pitches and tennis courts. 

This is supposed to be a consultation on whether or not the private bill should go ahead is it not? My answer 
is that you should leave common good land alone and find an alternative site for the school. I do not want 
the Bill to go ahead, the matter has been decided in a court of law, the council must listen to views that they 
may not like and not carry on regardless. I would like to see how this survey is being reported on as this 
question appears to me to be a way of manipulating responses. I am highly sceptical of this consultation 
process.  

This is the last site (Portobello park) or the new school and would also allow space for recreational facilities 
e.g. playing fields, sports fields etc there is no other site in Portobello which could be used for this purpose 
and I would challenge any one to suggest another site  

This is up to local residents, but if a brown field site was used to build the new school the Council could still 
pursue this plan to recreate green space.  The money saved on legal costs could go towards the project. 

This isn’t a helpful option  

This must be greenspace, which could include football pitches (but not with artificial surfaces) 

This new open space as you call it was the playing field originally 

This new site would have to be Common Good Land status as if it is not then it will be developed on in the 
future.  It would be good to see free tennis courts here (like at Inverleith Park) and circuit training site (like 
Inverleith Park).  The best option however would be to build the new school on Baileyfield Plot and improve 
Portobello Park.  

This proposal is pure window dressing. The area would be sold for Housing at the earliest opportunity. 

This question is moot - as I do not endorse or support the proposed changes in any way, shape or form. 

This question should not be necessary 

this should be decided upon by unanimous vote - speak to the people. 

This should be parkland aimed towards use by the children and youth of Portobello.  I would support skating 
pitches, tennis courts, netball courts, etc, but consideration should be given to use by all ages of children 
(high quality playground facilities such as those sited in the Meadows would be welcome. 

This should be used for a new Portobello high school. 

This should not be on this form, the process has been flawed from the contrast and this form is less than 
evenly based  

This site could be used for sporting facilities, such as tennis courts, athletics running track, hockey pitch and 
outdoor basketball/netball courts for community use. The existing, relatively new school gym could be 
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retained for community use. The school should also be allowed to book tennis courts etc.  Some of the site 
could also be used for a children's play park but this should not duplicate facilities in Figgate park. 

This site should be used for the new school so that Portobello Park can be retained as an amenity for public 
recreation. 

This site should be used for the new school. Half of site could be used to start new building while pupils 
remain on site and then changed over. Figgate park is an asset for a school there.  

This space is already in close proximity to a very fine green and open space that runs alongside the figgate 
burn all the way up beyond Duddingston primary school. 

This space would need to be one that's worthwhile travelling to, as it will not fully replace the area lost, and 
concentrate green space next to Figgate Park rather than keeping it well spread through the area.  I would 
want to see it open for anyone to use without booking or paying, that meets the needs of local sports clubs 
(this might need a building), dog walkers, kite flyers, etc. This would need to include football posts suitable 
for young players to use, and preferably a set of rugby posts too. Outdoor exercise equipment has been very 
successful elsewhere. Standard play park equipment might not be such a high priority as perhaps Figgate 
Park has enough.  There would need to be a commitment to maintain the space better than Portobello Park 
ever was - neglect will not do. And the area needs proper protection so that it cannot be removed from the 
open spaces we have available next time a building site is needed at zero cost. 

This was already the schools playing fields so you are only giving back green land 

This will create a precedent and although the council says they wouldn’t seek the land in the future this 
could allow the land to become declassified. 

This will never happen the new school would be built and the old site left derelict because the council would 
end up saying they do not have the money to create the new open space 

This will not make up for the loss of the park so I have no views on this. 

This would be a great park site with green space for the community.  

This would be an extension of an already large green space.  If ball pitches etc. is required in the area there 
is enough space in Figgate Park.  However, the pitches in Portobello Park have been made unusable for 
some time because of the Council's neglect and determination to appropriate the Community greenspace 
for its own purposes. 

This would be great for the community and for St. John's primary school 

This would not be inalienable common good land and then liable to any change of usage the council might 
decide for whatever reason 

This would remain a largely residential area for any development would need to be appropriate for this 
area. For example a sports facility would ne be right. What about some kind of suburban square? 

Those should use no private bill 

Three football pitches. 

Three full size football pitches please( one 3g surface) 

Three full size football pitches with changing rooms and floodlights to make up for the lack of investment in 
decent sports facilities over the past 30 years. 

Three full sized football pitches 

Three full sized football pitches? 

Three new football pitches with good facilities would be a great addition to the Portobello area. Since the 
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start of proposals to build the New Portobello school on the Park site the football parks that were there 
have mysteriously disappeared.  

To appease the protesters who are angry about losing green space, why not use the space to create 
parkland for the community  

To be honest every time I pass the current Portobello park I mostly only see the odd person walking their 
dog and very rarely a father and his kids having a kick about with a football so I think a space that satisfies 
these needs.  

To build school on park 

To create a nice area with seating, shrubs, plants and possibly a small play area for small children. 

To create leisure and sport facilities for the school. 

To have about 3 floors, a decent swimming pool, decent sports hall. 

To include something for teenagers or public tennis courts 

To keep the 2 basketball courts that are already there and expand the area into a sports complex. 

To leave as much as possible as open space BUT also have a decent modern play park, which allowed all 
abilities (i.e. including disabled) to enjoy the facilities. 

To replace any parkland that was lost, with a public area where children could play safely. 

To return the area to playing fields as this site was originally playing fields, with sensitive landscaping, 
making it a pleasant and useful site for all in the area. 

toddler playground; seated area; basketball play area 

Token gesture - don’t bother! 

Too far away to be of any great concern. Build a new school on it perhaps with pupils using existing high 
school in craigmillar until completed. 

Too many ideas to mention but... modern state of the art playground for children of all abilities, sensory play 
etc. Nice space for older people to sit and enjoy flowers. Maybe even a bandstand area for live 
performances in the summer months.  

Tough question. I would need to see some suggestions as I don't have that kind of brain. Something modern 
and utilitarian with some green bits 

Tracy mcdade 

Trampolines , playpark, grass that wasn't covered in dog poo. 

Treat this as an extension to Figgate park or provide additional sports ground facilities. 

Tree lined with a play space for younger children. 

Trees 

Trees a nice place to walk your dog 

Trees and a skate park 

Trees and shrubs and grass perhaps similar to other local smaller green spaces. I don't think a children's 
playground is necessary; upgrading the rather poor facilities at the Figgate Park and adding some public 
toilets would leave this new park as simply a green space for all. 

Trees and wild-flower planting.  Half-pipe for skateboarders.  Tennis court 
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trees as part of the landscape, designated area for outdoor physical exercises, playground for children 

Trees dog area, wild garden area to encourage wildlife  

Trees planted, maybe a meadow. Greenery.  

Trees planted. 

Trees swing park astro 

Trees to be put in-between residential area and green space 

Trees, benches, play equipment for infants and teens. Outdoor gym equipment. 

Trees, borders, wildlife garden, school allotments, an area which pupils can use for active learning. 

trees, bushes, plants in general; interesting woodland areas; play equipment and options for children 

Trees, community centre, gardens, 

Trees, grass, children's play park, skate board park, basketball or football area, something for teenagers. A 
bike rack. 

Trees, hedges, grass - and some kind of immutable protective law that will stop future councils stealing that 
green space for senseless reasons. 

Trees, outdoor ice rink potential for winter, activity area for young children, skate or bike track for teenagers 

Trees, park benches, community football pitch to replace old one on park - however the new school would 
supposedly have pitches for the community to enjoy so that would be fine! 

Trees, picnic area, benches 

trees, playground, open space for team games 

Trees, shrubs, flowers for wild life  

Trees, spider nets, playgrounds, football pitch, a good slide, space to run around. 

Trees, swings, slides, skatepark, wheel swing 

Trees, woodland, modern play park 

Trees.  A community orchard would be a nice touch as would a sensory garden (with plants that are 
interesting to smell and/or touch) would be a nice addition for very young and very old alike.  A play park for 
the young ones and an adventure playground for the older kids would be nice.  Space to do whatever people 
use Portobello Park for at the moment I'm sure would be welcomed. 

Trees. Water features. Natural wooden playground 

turn it into a park 

Turn it into a park with an outdoor gym in one section 

Turn it into a public playground for youngsters & adults alike 

Turn it into an area much like Figgate Park that attracts the local community to use it. 

Turn it into parkland. 

Two full sized football pitches with appropriate changing facilities. 

Two half sized football pitches 

Two ideas come to mind: 
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1.  Keep it as an open green space/park as a direct substitute for the Portobello Park land that would be 
used for the school.   
2.  I feel that Portobello has really lacked investment in the creation of children’s play areas.  We regularly 
drive to Musselburgh to go to the Children’s play park at the Links because nothing similar exists in 
Portobello.  There are various little parks (on the prom, behind Coillesene Ave, Brighton park) but I would 
love to see some investment in a new playpark for our children. 

Two tennis courts.  Wild flower meadow.  Fruit trees.  Walking paths.  Allotments? 

undecided 

Under Craigmillar Labour proposals for an Edinburgh East Academy this land should be returned to public 
open space. 

Unsure but should be useful to local community, such as a park. 

Unsure, as the current plans are for children perhaps there is a need to consider the elderly and adult 
learners.  Allotments or a space for locally grown produce might be a nice addition to porty. Perhaps get in 
contact with PEDAL?  

Unsure. Figgate park which it adjoins is already so nice 

Up to date facilities for sport for the children and the ability for adults to benefit as well. 

up to date sporting facilities which should also be made available to the public out of school hours for no - or 
minimal fee/payment 

Upmost importance is that sporting facilities are created from the old site. 

Urban woodland with pushchair friendly paths; public toilets that are open in winter; a picnic and BBQ area.   

Use as much of the space as necessary for the rebuild/extension of St John's, then leave the rest as a park. 
Have a separate consultation about what facilities the park should have. 

Use Baileyfield, Figgate park is used and updated, it is more adequate than the school is. 

Use by the community as it was originally intended........ 

Use for all age ranges - playpark for little ones, football/basketball pitch for older children, green space with 
benches for adults. 

Use for the school 

Use it as community space, either sports facilities, community centre or something of that sort.  Not more 
housing. 

Use it for recreational use, create an adventure park, football pitches, a new nursery, a primary school?! The 
possibilities are endless!  

Use it for St John’s Primary amenity land. It is too close to Figgate Park for it to be worthwhile making new 
park land. 

Use it for the school 

Use open space and existing school sports facilities to create a community sports centre. 

Use part for St John's expansion and either sell the remainder or reserve for the future development of 
Portobello Schools 

Use the combined site to build the new secondary school. 

Use the space to reflect the needs of the diverse community that Portobello is - e.g. really well equipped 
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play area for children of all ages (e.g. As in The Meadows), landscaped quiet spaces, a 'dog park' etc 

Use to build a new smaller school (with a second school elsewhere) 

Used for leisure/green purposes. I think the Baileyfield site should be used for the new PHS 

Used for public, for example sports facilities green space etc 

Used to gain capital investment in Porty. No need to extend Figgate. 

Using this area as a new park or extension for Figgate park is a very good idea. It would be nice if it also 
contained a play area for children as the one in Figgate park is a bit remote. Alternatively, it could be used 
for a skateboard/BMX park 

varied facilities for youth such as basketball court, tennis court, skateboarding rink, mini golf,  etc. - these 
kind of things. possibly after consultation with the young people in the area provided it could be made 
cheap enough for them  to afford 

Variety of uses including area for children and also sports facilities. Skateboard park? 

Various outdoor sports areas for schools use or perhaps for hire, e.g. football, basketball, volleyball, hockey, 
some of which could be all weather surfaces. 

Very leading and inappropriate question. Build the school on this site! 

Very pleased that St John's would have some additional space.  Otherwise: would it join to Figgate Park and 
create an enhanced green space?  More facilities for teenagers, e.g. skate park? 

Walking paths, trees, children's park and playing areas for picnics, football, cricket etc. 

Walks, seating, wildlife areas. 

Walkways with benches, trees, shrubs. A play park at one end for younger children 

Walkways, gardens, outside exercise equipment, pond, stream, seating, children’s play area. 

Was originally a sports field and could be again. 

Waste of tax payer’s money to make into a park as the Figgate park next door!! I would think that residents 
of that area moved not want any development there either- i.e. tennis courts, squash, etc. 

Water area e.g. duck pond 

We are already well served by Figgate Park, so I would like to see sports facilities and replace the old school, 
maybe a 4G pitch 

We do not need any more parks Figgate is sufficient Portobello beach, rosefield, brighton, daisy parks in 
Portobello. Extension to the sports facilities available in East Edinburgh would be ideal ( sports hall fairly new 
I believe) 

We don’t believe you will deliver this 

We don’t need another park - we have one 

We don't need more open space at Figgate. We need open space by Milton Road for those residents 

we don't want to see this happen and don't feel it worthwhile commenting. We wish the council would 
consider an alternative site.  

We have a community park [Figgate] around the corner so something providing a specific sporting venue. A 
skatepark. 

We need as much open space for recreation as we can. Much sports and park land was sold off by the 
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previous administration in Edinburgh council to create revenue (or at least to be seen not to be creating 
debt) but this has been at the expense of all Edinburgh residents. It is important that we promote good 
health choices and activity. I don't mind if it’s indoor or outdoor sports facilities but we need opportunities 
for people to be out in the open, safe and inspired. Please help us 

We need to generate as many options as possible for children/families to engage in sports so any use of the 
space to allow activities would be valuable.  These could include: a running track; skate/bike park etc. 

We need to maintain and, where possible improve, sports facilities in Edinburgh. All weather pitches that 
can be used for football, hockey, rugby etc are essential. If there is enough room a children's play area 
similar to that in the Meadows would be very useful. Letting Portobello Park lie empty is not an option and 
good leisure facilities will help the children of the area lead more active lifestyles. 

We would like football pitches, golf course, park for children 

We would prefer the New Portobello High School be built on the same site. 

Well done residents for loyalty 

 Well football facilities is a must for a start and somewhere to walk your dog to keep the nabours happy and 
the rest I don’t care what you do with it. 

well I don’t think it has the same wow factor as the current site ,also you have figgate park just over the road 
...seems pretty pointless 

Well if you've got to go ahead with the private bill then give the green space back to the people. Make it into 
a park or something 

Well landscapes park area to be enjoyed by all.  

Well lit area with good circuit path for walking,running,cycling,scootering, skateboarding. Full size football 
pitch for competitive matches at weekend, outdoor multisport area i.e. basketball. A much improves play 
park to compete with those located n the borders for example Lauder which has combines play area and 
adventure area suitable for all ages. On the whole Edinburgh's play parks are pretty outdated. Either no dogs 
allowed or separate walk area for dog walkers 

well lit dog walking area, benches & seating area, a 5 a-side football pitch with goals & nets.  

Well maintained grassed areas for the use of all. Some shrubs and trees would be appropriate. 

Well maintained natural space. Area to walk and be 'in nature'.  

Well obviously some community facilities such as a football pitch or community centre with five-a-side 
pitches 

well there is already a park behind the school of a large size so there would be no need to extend it.  I think 
perhaps the council should sell the land for accommodation and use the money to fill the hole that the 
trams fiasco has left. 

Well, it certainly is large enough for a school.  

What about some allotments. 

What does it matter what people want is there are no funds to do it? Clearly this is a smokescreen. 

What I would like to see if this is forced once again by the council!! St. John's should be moved beside 
Holyrood school, where it should have been from the start as that would make more room for the new high 
school on the original site. 

What is the point in answering this question of in a few years time the council will use a private bill to take 
over the new park area for some other ill thought scheme. 
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What is the point of an open space so near the Figgate park. Why not decamp the pupils from the existing 
building and use the present site for a new school  

what the majority asks for 

What the public would like to see is irrelevant until we know what budget is available. Portobello Park was 
poorly maintained. Why would we have any reason to believe that a new quality park could be established 
right next door to an existing park? Of course if Portobello Park is needlessly removed from the community, 
this land should be replacement green space. 

Whatever an open consultation of residents suggests - but a space which would be safe and welcoming for 
all ages from birth to elderly, fully accessible, well lit, flexible (walls doubling as screens for film shows), 
multi-sensory....but whatever it is, money also needs to go towards its upkeep once opened. 

Whatever is deemed already lacking in the area. I am unsure what is needed. 

Whatever it is used for, I think the beautiful old cherry blossom trees should be left intact, as they are a 
wonderful sight in the springtime. 

Whatever might satisfy those concerned about the loss of Portobello Park. 
Personally I would prefer an open space which gave a greener feel to Duddingston Road to counteract the 
feel of a busy road and give a "green corridor" feel to it.  I feel that and the management of it for wildlife 
would have psychological benefits for the local community. 

Whatever the community decides, so long as the decision-making process is open, transparent, participatory 
and democratic, the decision will have my support. If a solution is viewed as being pushed down from City 
Council level, or of the community decision making process is basically just a "consultation", very few 
possible solutions will receive my full or unqualified support. 

Whatever the council feels 

Whatever the detailed proposal and use of the space in future, I’d like the space to connect with figgate park 
(visually if physically not possible) and to create a "front" for figgate park that gives the park much more 
presence. 

Whatever the local community would like, although some kind of community sports/recreation area would 
seem sensible especially if the school were able to use it also. 

Whatever the locals want. I'd imagine pleasant shrubbery, a quality play park and pitch area for kids to play 
would be high up the list but I should leave it to them to decide. 

Whatever would be to the benefit of St John's pupils, their playground paved/concreted as far as I recall so if 
they had some grassy area to run around in and have their sports days this would be great. 

When the present building is demolished and turned into an open site there is nothing to prevent it being 
built upon in future after the present administration is long forgotten. Also a president is being set which 
will make it easier to conduct themselves in a similar manner in future. 

where? 

While green space is always welcome this would not be inalienable common good land and could be built 
upon at any time the council saw the opportunity, once the economic situation improves. If we can’t protect 
green space with the status of 'Inalienable common good land' there is no way that this new space would be 
protected. It would also just be an extension to Figgate park which is already a considerable size. 

Whilst welcoming the reinstatement of this area to green space (it was previously playing fields for 
Portobello HS), this should not be at the expense of the existing green space. The park should be retained as 
a park. Building the school on a brownfield site such as Baileyfield would allow this land to be used as a 
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sports facility for school pupils and the wider community. 

Why can’t you do what Holyrood High did, build the new school on the same space, surely that would keep 
everyone happy.  Alternatively playing fields would be preferred. 

Why can't we keep the sports facilities of the existing PHS as a separate building and create a Sports Hub for 
the East of Edinburgh.  The sports hall has a brand new floor and it is currently the home of City of 
Edinburgh Basketball Club who would like to continue to use both this and the games hall so there are 
guaranteed tenants. 

Why create a public park back to back with the existing lovely Figgate Park. 

Why do this?  Leave the park as it.  I would like to see children's play area, proper paths to walk dogs etc.  
Adult work out station, pavilion, 3g pitches? 

Why not build the new High School on this space? 

Why not convert into parkland - then in 10 years or so you can build a school on it? Or, maybe just build the 
school there now? 

Why not just use the site of the existing school to rebuild? 

Why ruin a perfectly good public park that is already in existence to build a school on it, when the existing 
school site is more than big enough combined with the primary school site to redevelop both schools 
without upsetting the rest of the area. 

Why take away grass and replace with plastic, if you are going to build a school make sure it will last longer 
than 50/60 years  

Why waste public money by building on greenspace and replacing it elsewhere? Would it not be more cost 
effective to build on the existing site (or bailey field site) and then there's no need to replace the 
greenspace.  

Why would you build on green space and then create green space elsewhere, this make no sense.    This 
area of Portobello is already well served by parks.   However if the Private Bill is successful then I would want 
football and rugby pitches there to replace what you built on. 

Why would you need another park so close to the huge figgate park 

Wild flower garden. Picnic benches. 

Wild flower meadow 

Wild flower meadows to encourage wild life. 

Wild garden.  Open parkland.  Playground for preschool and primary school age 

Wilderness area, trees, natural playground for multi-age kids, some kind of sports field, dog poo bins and 
strict dog poo policy/policing 

Wildlife area and social community area 

Wildlife area, perhaps a community centre 

Wildlife flowers trees ponds etc 

Wildlife garden.  Play parks suitable for older children and teenagers. 

Wildlife Gardens and nursery play park  

wildlife/conservation area . play area for older children e.g. ages 8-14 

Will bow to others opinion on this one. No strong views. 
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Will bring attraction to the area 

With an area this size it would be pleasant to see a variety of Leisure and Play Areas for all ages. Activity 
Equipment for the Young Children, Pitches for Ball games and Seats for the Elderly when they take their 
walks.  My Grand Daughter will be going to Portobello High School . 

With priority cases for people who have illness & mobility issues senior citizens in mind & facilities to include 
accessible recreation for the elderly & less able daily. To have a modern updated community centre area to 
enjoy in all weathers enabling. Then somewhere to visit locally with interests accommodating recreational 
pursuits without travelling far to get their park land & plant life too. 

 With reference to the proposal for a "new park" we would make the following points. The decision in 2006 
to site the school on the Park was conditional upon replacement open space for that which would be lost. In 
March 2010, without any consultation, the council reneged on the promise to replace the open space. On 
that basis we are sceptical that the "new park" would ever materialise. 
In the report that went to council in March 2010 the reasons why they would not provide replacement open 
space on the current site were explained as follows:  
 
"3.32 Were the original intended approach to be followed there are a limited number of sites on the 
Children & Families account which could be provided as compensation, the most obvious being the site of 
the existing Portobello High School.  This site is not necessarily in the right location to mitigate the effects of 
the reduction in open space at Portobello Park.  It has recently been valued by City Development (Corporate 
Property) at £3.9m; this is based on a cleared site as the costs for the  
project to build a new Portobello High School already (sic) include an allowance for demolishing the existing 
school buildings. If this site was converted to open space the potential capital receipt of £3.9m would be lost 
to the Council. This is not considered an efficient use of Council assets, particularly given the unprecedented 
financial difficulties and pressures on capital budgets. " 
 
We agree that this is not the right site for replacement open space, as you would be depriving one area of 
accessible green space and adding more to an already sizeable park. The site is still in the wrong place so 
perhaps you could explain the change of heart over this. Moreover, a new park on the current school site 
would only be a third of the area of Portobello Park and it would not be protected as common good land, so 
could be open to development at a later stage. Finally, this would not be replacement open space as it was 
previously open space that the council built the current school on. Creating a park there would only be 
restoring what was lost then.  

with the figgate park next door I don't see the need for it to be a park at all! 

With the new school I would like to see more sporting facilities for the general public as well as for the 
school  

With the proximity of the Figgate Park, creating more "parkland" would seem a little unnecessary. Creating 
space which the children from St John's could use, as well as perhaps replacing the football pitches lost on 
Portobello Park would be ideal. 

Won't happen the land there is too valuable for the council to turn it into green space and there is green 
space nearby at the Figgy park 

Woodland  

Woodland 

Woodland / wildlife area, recreational park area for children and a sporting area.   
All if possible 
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Woodland area and walking/dog walking paths 

woodland walks for families 

Woodland, a skate park, an adventure playground. 

Woodland, community seating, play areas separate and clearly protected from dog walkers, sports facilities 
and an area easily able to be used for runners (such as has evolved at Inverleith Park).   

World class facilities for the children in and around Portobello, like a skate park, sports facilities and top 
quality play equipment. 

Would be good range of equipment for all ages moving forward would be good 

Would be good to see a safe open space which can offers something for all age groups in the community 

Would be good to use the space for  recreation for teenagers  

would be nice to have an area for padlocking bikes. Also, would be great to have some outdoor games for 
teenagers like a basketball pitch, or small football pitch, or skateboard park.  

Would be nice to just have more open green space, with trees and shrubs. Also some of the land could be 
put aside for allotments? 

Would it be possible to retain the sports facilities at the east end of the school building rather than demolish 
them?  If so, these facilities could be used by the primary schools at Duddingston and St John's and the 
community.  Otherwise the ground could be used as a park and sports fields. 

Would it really matter what the public think? Going by their attitude they will just do what they feel is in 
their own interests. 

Would like it kept as it is with no school on it 

Would like it to be made into green space that was maintained for the benefit of the community.  

Would like to see another park. 

Would like to see football pitch and play area 

Would love to see a garden type of area with benches and small play area.  Lots of elderly people in this area 
and think they would appreciate that.  Somewhere dog walkers were not allowed as the figgate park is full 
of them and not everyone and their children likes dogs 

Would prefer that children and young people, drawn from the catchment area of the high school / feeder 
primaries, are involved in the design of this area as a space for sport, play and socialising, aspiring to achieve 
a safe and inspirational space for children and young people. 

Would seem reasonable to provision a mixture of facilities - perhaps a football pitch, some parkland, and a 
play park? 

Would trust local people to say what is best in respect of this aspect. 

X-Country cycle tracks.  Cross Fit running tracks 

Yahhh... Housing 

Yes 

yes 

yes 

Yes 
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Yes 

yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

yes 

yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes open park space with maybe some tennis courts like at the meadows. 

Yes open space and a communal allotment would be desirable. 

Yes the children need outdoor facilities 

Yes, I think this scheme would provide a means of developing something positive for the local community 
which will improve the amenity value in the local area. 

Yes. 

Yes.  

Yes. 

You should not be presuming the outcome of this  so I will not be answering hypothetical questions, except 
to say this council has cost Edinburgh 100's of thousands of pounds on daft schemes like the congestion 
scheme and speed bumps everywhere when the roads in-between are falling apart. Don't waste more of my 
money. 

You shouldn’t dispose of PHS site as it will find it exceedingly difficult to avoid dramatically changing 
transport. Unfriendly behaviour by local authority has caused a divide in the community. If council is allowed 
to build on land what is to prevent either it or some other authority it as a precedent? 

You would be creating open space beside an existing open space (the Figgate Park)?  However if the worst 
comes to the worst you should use it to directly replicate the facilities that you are stealing from the 
community. 

Your suggestions are very strong and sound beneficial to the community. 

Youth centre, swimming pool, skate park, five-a-side football/hockey/basketball pitches for youths. 

Youth club 

youth community centre or all weather sport pitches 
 


