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I am pleased to enclose the response from the Scottish Government to the Committee’s 
recent report on the Winning Years. May I take this opportunity to thank the Committee for its 
work on tourism.   
 
I have sought to address the particular concerns raised by the Committee in turn. 
 
Paragraph 15: Potential Benefits for rural areas 
 
The report indicates that “the Committee was concerned that with Glasgow being the focus 
of the 2014 Games, rural areas may not reap any benefit.” 
 
We continue to work closely with our national and local delivery partners to fulfil our 
collective ambitions to ensure individuals, communities and businesses across Scotland get 
every possible benefit from these Games and other major events over the coming years. 
  

In working towards the ambition of enhancing our international reputation and, as stated in 
the report, ensuring that Scotland is packaged as a destination to see the Games, plans are 
underway to attract tourists to Glasgow and wider Scotland. In the lead up to, during and 
after the Games, Visit Scotland and the Organising Committee have now agreed a strategic 
outline to encourage target audiences to choose to visit Glasgow and Scotland during 2014. 
VisitScotland used the opportunities during the London 2012 Olympics to promote Scotland 
and build valuable relationships as we work towards Glasgow 2014.  
  

Staging the Commonwealth Games will help Scotland secure high-profile national and 
international events and further enhance our reputation as a world-class events destination. 
So far, EventScotland have secured 23 such events investing almost £2 million to secure 
them, all estimated to be worth over £10 million to the Scottish economy.  
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Partnership working in particular is key to our continued success. Over the last four years of 
working to deliver legacy opportunities, partnerships have strengthened and new ones have 
been forged across both national and local delivery partners. The Scottish Government 
continues to work closely with Games Partners (Glasgow City Council and the Glasgow 
2014 Organising Committee) and our national delivery partners to ensure legacy 
programmes are aligned and deliver on our joint outcomes.  

 
To maximise our engagement on legacy across Scotland, we are working closely with 
CoSLA, SOLACE, VOCAL and Glasgow City Council to ensure we have the most 
appropriate structure, contacts and lines of communication to reach and involve all Local 
Authorities in Games legacy activities and their promotion at local level.   
  

The Committee will also wish to note that the next Convention of the Highlands and Islands 
takes place on 25 March in Shetland, chaired by the Cabinet Secretary for Finance, 
Employment and Sustainable Growth. It has been agreed that this Convention will include a 
substantive agenda item that covers "2014 – maximising opportunities". This could draw in 
sport, tourism, culture and creative industries, their importance to the Highlands and Islands 
and opportunities in the run up to 2014. It presents the ideal chance to engage Highlands 
and Islands bodies in the process and preparations for the run up to the 2014 
Commonwealth Games.  
 
Paragraph 29: Conclusions and Recommendations 
 
The Committee noted concerns about the Winning Years focusing more “on urban areas and 
large high profile events, and that rural areas might not benefit equally from the strategy”. 
 
We have an unrivalled opportunity to position Scotland on the world stage in the coming 
years and the importance of translating these opportunities into economic growth across all 
parts of Scotland is recognised by the Scottish Government, its agencies and the Scottish 
Tourism Alliance. 
 
The programme of events planned for the Year of Natural Scotland in 2013 and the second 
Year of Homecoming in 2014 will provide opportunities to extend a warm welcome to all 
areas of the country and our role as hosts of the Commonwealth Games and Ryder Cup in 
2014 will not only ensure the country is centre stage in global terms but will also provide 
significant opportunities to draw visitors to other parts of Scotland during their stay. 
 
Other initiatives which aim to secure additional visitor numbers as well as geographical and 
calendar spread of events are: 
 
VisitScotland Growth Fund and Year of Natural Growth Fund 
 
The VisitScotland Growth Fund and bespoke Year of Natural Scotland Growth Fund is in 
place to support marketing projects aimed at increasing tourism spend throughout Scotland. 
Destination organisations and industry groups can apply. Awards are made on a 50:50 
match funding basis. 
  
National Events Programme Fund 
 
EventScotland supports events through the International and National Events Programmes. 
These programmes support two very different portfolios of events, which complement each 
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other and form the backbone of Scotland’s events industry. Whilst the International Events 
Fund is aimed at generating substantial economic benefits for Scotland through increased 
visitation including tourists, spectators and participants; high profile, international media 
coverage and enhancing Scotland’s opportunities to host further major events, the National 
Events Programme has been designed specifically to support sporting and cultural events 
which take place outwith the cities of Edinburgh and Glasgow and drive domestic tourism 
within Scotland, as well as the normal impacts of economic and media value, to Scotland. 
The maximum funding requested through this route should not exceed 25% of the overall 
event income. 
 
Homecoming 2014 
 
The Homecoming 2014 funded event programme received a high volume of applications 
which are now being considered. Final decisions will be notified to applicants by end January 
2013 and applications will be considered in terms of their scope for generating additional 
visitor numbers as well as geographical and calendar spread. 
 
Commonwealth Games 2014  
 
The Games will bring a wealth of opportunities for people and communities throughout 
Scotland to get involved in a range of truly inspiring cultural activities. 
 
Partners are working together to deliver a magnificent programme of cultural activity for 
Glasgow 2014, which will be at the heart of the celebrations around the Games. 
 
An announcement was made earlier this month by Glasgow 2014 Organising Committee, 
Creative Scotland and Glasgow Life to invite individuals and organisations to apply to the 
Glasgow 2014 Cultural Programme Open Fund. 
 
The Culture 2014 part of this fund will focus on the national countdown to the Games and is 
available for individual artists, community-led groups and arts organisations throughout the 
country to apply for awards ranging from £20,000 to £300,000 to support new, one-off events 
or for enhancements of an existing festival or programme of work with a compelling 
connection to the Games. 
 
The Scottish Government wants everyone to have the opportunity to enjoy the cultural 
celebrations for 2014 and there will be something for everyone to enjoy, as creators, as 
audience members and as participants. 
 
Paragraph 32: Conclusions and Recommendations 
 
The Committee recommended that “VisitScotland provide the Committee with regular 
updates about its proposed marketing activity beyond 2014, as part of an annual progress 
report”. 
 
I can confirm that VisitScotland will be happy to provide an annual update to the Committee 
on proposed marketing activity. 
 
Paragraph 35: Conclusions and Recommendations 
 
The Committee requested an update on Scottish Government representations to the UK 
Government regarding Air Passenger Duty. 
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I welcome the Committee’s interest in Air Passenger Duty (APD).  The UK Government’s 
large increases in APD in recent years has brought about a significant additional burden on 
airlines and passengers and is hampering the efforts of Scotland’s airports and the Scottish 
Government to attract new direct international services.  It has also prevented Scotland from 
realising the significant economic benefits that better international connectivity brings.  The 
Committee is aware of our determination to see APD devolved as quickly as possible, which 
is supported by Scotland’s four largest airports and which would provide the opportunity to 
facilitate more direct services, and I will ensure that the Committee is kept updated on 
progress with our UK Government counterparts 
 
I hope the Committee find this response helpful. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FERGUS EWING 
 


