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Regulatory Reform (Scotland) Bill 

Call for evidence 

Remit  

The Regulatory Reform (Scotland) Bill was introduced by the Scottish Government to 
the Scottish Parliament on 27 March 2013. It aims to promote regulatory 
consistency; to enable provisions to be made, and to make provisions, as respects to 
regulatory activities, and offences, relating to the environment; introduce regulatory 
functions relating to marine licensing, planning and street traders’ licences. A copy of 
the Bill and accompanying documents can be found at: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61582.aspx 

The Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee and the Rural Affairs, Climate 
Change and Environment Committee both took evidence at stage 1 of the Bill and 
have now reported on the Bill as originally introduced. 

At the conclusion of the stage 1 process, the Minister for Energy, Enterprise and 
Tourism indicated that it was his intention to introduce three new provisions into the 
Bill (as outlined below). Consequentially, the Scottish Parliament’s Economy, Energy 
and Tourism Committee is seeking views on the Scottish Government’s proposal to 
lodge stage 2 amendments in these three areas. 

Key issues 

The Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee invites written evidence on the three 
new issues, which are detailed below. 

Carrier bag offences 
The Scottish Government intends to amend section 88 of the Climate Change 
(Scotland) Act 2009 to provide for the imposition of fixed penalties as part of 
enforcement of carrier bag charging offences.  This is to provide local authorities (or 
other ‘enforcement authorities’) with a more proportionate and cost-efficient 
enforcement option. 

Smoke control zones  
The Scottish Government intends to amend sections 20 and 21 of the Clean Air Act 
1993 to allow Scottish Ministers to authorise fuels which can be burnt in smoke 
control areas and allow exemption of boilers, stoves, fireplaces etc. for use in smoke 
control areas administratively rather than by regulations or order.  This is to avoid the 
need for new Scottish Statutory Instruments each time the list of fuels/appliances 
need to be updated, and enable manufacturers to have their products legally 
approved more quickly. 

Contaminated land 
The Scottish Government intends to amend section 34 of the Regulatory Reform 
(Scotland) Bill to ensure it fully reflects the role of local authorities and SEPA in 
relation to special sites; and to prevent the Crown becoming liable for any 
remediation costs in respect of land falling to it as bona vacantia.  It also intends to 
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lodge minor amendments to the abandoned mines provisions in Control of Pollution 
Act 1974 to better deal with cases where land falls to the Crown. 

How to submit written evidence 

You may wish to respond to any or all of the points above. Evidence should be 
reasonably brief and typewritten in Word format (normally no more than 4-6 sides of 
A4 in total).  

The deadline for receipt of written submissions is Thursday 21 November 2013. 
Owing to the short timescale, late submissions will only be accepted with the 
advance agreement of the clerk. 

The Committee prefers to receive written submissions electronically. These should 
be sent to: 

regreformbill@scottish.parliament.uk 

You may also send a hard copy of written submissions to: 
Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee 
Scottish Parliament 
Holyrood 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

We welcome written evidence in any language.  

Policy for Handling Written Evidence  

Before you submit your written evidence, please ensure that you have read our 
policy on treatment of written evidence received by subject and mandatory 
committees (pdf 15kb). Written submissions will be handled in accordance with this 
policy.  

Contact: 

For details about the Committee’s work on the Regulatory Reform (Scotland) Bill 
please contact Diane Barr, Assistant Clerk, 0131 348 5214. 
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