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Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee 

Draft 2012-13 Scottish Government Budget and the Spending Review  

Remit and Terms of Reference 

Remit  

1. The Draft Scottish budget for 2012-2013 was published on 21 
September. The Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee has agreed to 
focus its investigation on: 

 how well the proposed Scottish Budget for 2012-13 and expenditure 
plans for later years will support the Scottish economy in meeting the 
challenges and uncertainties ahead; and  

 whether and how the resources allocated in the Economy, Energy and 
Tourism Budget line will be applied effectively to assist economic 
recovery and long-term growth. 

2. The Committee intends to take evidence on 5 and 26 October and on 2 
November and to report to the Finance Committee by mid-November. The 
Committee will publish a list of proposed witnesses in due course. 

Key issues 
     

 What is the outlook for the Scottish economy over the next three years 
and what are the major risks? 

 Has Scottish Government adopted the most appropriate priorities in 
this budget for the year ahead and over the period to 2015 – 
particularly in the division of resources between social programmes 
and investment in education and infrastructure?    

 The budgets of the Enterprise Agencies have enjoyed some degree of 
protection – is this appropriate and how should the Enterprise Agencies 
focus their resources to promote recovery and growth? 

 Resources for Renewable Energy projects to be spent through SE and 
HIE have been substantially increased – how can these resources be 
most effectively deployed?  

 Resources available to VisitScotland have been increased – is this 
appropriate and how should they be applied?  

 Will the continued reduction in spending on social housing investment 
frustrate attempts to reduce fuel poverty by slowing the rate of 
improvement in the housing stock?  

 How will fuel poverty be affected by increased reliance on relatively 
expensive renewable energy? 

 Business rates are to be increased in line with inflation – will this 
represent an increased burden on business and will it affect  business 
performance in general and how will the tobacco and alcohol levy 
affect the retail sector in particular? 
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 It is assumed that over the period to 2015 economic growth win deliver 
significantly increased rates income.  Is this realistic in the light of 
economic prospects? 

 What are the implications of the shift of some £200m pa in revenue 
spend to capital – both for investment and services and for economic 
growth? 

How to submit written evidence 
Please use the specific questions as the basis for your submission. You may 
wish to respond to any or all of the specific questions. Evidence should be 
reasonably brief and typewritten (normally no more than 4-6 sides of A4 in 
total).  

The deadline for receipt of written submissions is Wednesday 26th October 
2011. Owing to the timescale normally required for the processing and 
analysis of evidence, late submissions will only be accepted with the advance 
agreement of the clerk. 

The Committee prefers to receive written submissions electronically. These 
should be sent to: 

eet@scottish.parliament.uk 

You may also send a hard copy of written submissions to: 

Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee 
Scottish Parliament 
Holyrood 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

We welcome written evidence in any language.  

Policy for Handling Written Evidence  
Before you submit your written evidence, please ensure that you have read 
our policy for handling written evidence received in response to calls for 
evidence (pdf 15kb). Written submissions will be handled in accordance with 
this policy.  
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