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During February and March this year the Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee was one
of four parliamentary committees that took evidence on the Scottish Government's draft
second report on proposals and policies for meeting the targets set under the Climate
Change (Scotland) Act 2009. The views expressed by your members and by stakeholders
during this process, together with the recommendations made in the reports published by the
four committees, provided valuable insights and raised useful questions that the Scottish
Government is currently considering as it works to prepare the final version of RPP2.

The four committee reports were published on 22 March 20'13 and I am writing to you in
accordance with the protocol that the Scottish Government respond within two months to any
recommendations that have been made or indicate when such a response can be expected.

As you are well aware, the RPP2 is a complex and wide-ranging document and the
outcomes of the parliamentary scrutiny process have been similarly detailed and broad in
scope. Work to finalise the RPP2 is well advanced but I do not expect the project to be
completed this month. One of the factors influencing the timetable is the publication in early
June of the Scottish Greenhouse Gas Inventory for 2011 which we would like to reflect in the
final RPP2.
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The final RPP2 will be published as soon as reasonably practicable and my Ministerial
colleagues and I look forward to working with your committee and the wider Parliament to
take forward action on climate change and make the transition to a low carbon Scotland.

I am also writing in similar terms to Rob Gibson, Maureen Watt and Kevin Stewart.

PAUL WHEELHOUSE
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20 May 2013 

Dear Paul, 
 
Thank you for your letter of 12 May explaining that you do not expect the final RPP2 
report to be published this month. 
 
As you indicate the protocol is that the Scottish Government responds to a 
Committee report within two months, and therefore the Economy, Energy and 
Tourism Committee is expecting a Scottish Government response to the 
recommendations in its report on the draft RPP2 by 22 May 2013. 
 
I would therefore appreciate it if you could confirm when the Committee will receive a 
response detailing how the Scottish Government will deal with its recommendations.  
 
On a related matter, the Scottish Government recently announced the reconvening 
of the Sullivan Panel to “review some of the recommendations made”. 
 
I would appreciate it if you could also provide some detail to the Committee on the 
Sullivan Panel’s expected remit and timescale. 
 
Kind regards, 

 
 
Murdo Fraser MSP 
Convener 
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Thank you for your letter of 20 May asking for confirmation of the timescale for responding to
the Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee's recommendations on the draft second
climate change Report on Proposals and Policies (RPP2).

As I indicated in my letter of 12 May, work to finalise the RPP2 is well advanced. The
precise timetable for publication has not been confirmed but it is our aim to lay the final
report prior to the Summer recess providing a suitable Parliamentary slot can be found. The
Scottish Ministers are required to lay a written statement with the RPP2 detailing the
representations that were made on the draft report and how the final version has been
amended as a result.

You also asked for information regarding the remit and timescale of the Sullivan Panel which
has been reconvened to re-evaluate ways of improving the energy performance of new
homes and other new buildings in Scotland. This falls within the portfolio of the Minister for
Local Government and Planning. I have passed your question to Mr. Mackay and he will
write to you shortly to provide the information that you are seeking.

I am copying this letter to Rob Gibson, Maureen Watt and Kevin Stewart.

PAUL WHEELHOUSE
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fU,
I refer to your letter of 20 May to Paul Wheelhouse, Minister for Climate Change, asking for
confirmation of the timescale for responding to the Economy, Energy and Tourism
Committee's recommendations on the draft second climate change Report on Proposals and
Policies (RPP2).

You also asked him for information regarding the remit and timescale of the Sullivan Panel.
As the subject of Scottish building regulations falls within my portfolio, I will give you a brief
update. The Sullivan Panel met on 8-9 May 2013 and the key themes of the meeting
focussed around topics related to the following workstreams from the original Sullivan
Report:

• Process - Extending carbon compliance beyond site-related measures;
• Castings - Recognising the value of new-build energy standards; and
• Eventual and staged standards - Percentage improvements recommended in 2007.

The Panel still have to work-up their report over the coming months. It is expected that the
final output from the Panel will be in late summer/early autumn. However, early indications
are that the meeting was very productive and should provide useful recommendations.

I am copying this letter to Rob Gibson, Maureen Watt and Kevin Stewart.

DEREK MAC~~AY
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