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3 June 2014 
Dear Mr Yeates,  

DRAFT BUDGET 2015-16 
 
The Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee has agreed its approach to scrutiny 
of the Scottish Government’s draft 2015-16 budget. 
www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/77643.aspx 
 
Essentially there are two elements to this. First, its primary focus will be on the NPF 
national indicator to ‘increase exports’. Second, it will pursue issues highlighted in its 
2014-15 budget report. 
 
The Committee has today issued its call for evidence on both elements. With regards 
‘element two’ (those issues raised in last year’s budget report) I have today written to 
the Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Employment and Sustainable Growth seeking an 
update from the Scottish Government. That response is due 11 July 2014. It will then 
be published and we will invite external bodies to respond to what the SG has said. 
 
You will recall from last year’s report we also invited SDS to provide updates on a 
number of issues. For ease I am attaching a list of these issues. Essentially the 
Committee is seeking updates on specific actions taken by SDS since we reported 
last year (and your January 2014 response), what improvements these actions have 
brought, and an update on figures (where appropriate) for both 2014-15 and 2015-
16. The deadline for the provision of this information is 24 October 2014.  
 
On ‘element one’ (the increase exports indicator) we have issued a general call for 
evidence. We will forward the responses received (the deadline is 11 July) to you, 
SE, HIE and the Scottish Government seeking responses. The deadline for you will 
be 5 September. I will however write to you in July about this. 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/77643.aspx
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The Committee hopes that through this approach it will be in a more informed 
position when it commences oral evidence sessions in October.  
 
I am happy to discuss any aspect of this approach with you or, should your officials 
have any questions, our clerks are happy to discuss this approach with them. 
 
The Committee looks forward to hearing from you. 
 
Kind regards, 

 
 
 
Murdo Fraser MSP 
Convener 
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ANNEX 

ECONOMY 

Equal access and participation in the policies and programmes within Skills 
Development Scotland [paragraphs 74-83] 
1. The Committee invites Skills Development Scotland to update the Committee 
at the midway point in 2014-15 on what improvements it has brought about with 
regards participation by black and minority ethnic groups and disabled people and 
gender alignment. 
 
2. The Committee requests that Skills Development Scotland provides an 
update at the midway point in 2014-15 detailing what further work it has done in this 
area and how it has managed to create and promote more opportunities for women 
across all of its programmes.  
 
Skills Development Scotland [paragraphs 120-122] 
3. The Committee invites Skills Development Scotland to provide an update as 
part of its draft budget submission next year detailing what additional funding it has 
levered in to supplement its 2014-15 budget.  
 
 

ENERGY ISSUES 

Skills [paragraphs 173-176] 
4. The Committee invites Skills Development Scotland to confirm what funding it 
will be allocating in 2014-15 to provide training which will support the renewables 
sector. 
 
 


