
Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee 
Call for evidence on the draft budget 2014-15 

The Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee has agreed to focus its scrutiny of 
the draft budget 2014-15, which will be published in September 2013, on a number 
of core areas of interest. However, it wishes to link these to the Scottish 
Government’s Scotland Performs which measures and reports on ‘progress in 
creating a more successful country, with opportunities for all to flourish through 
increasing sustainable economic growth’. This progress is tracked by 7 Purpose 
Targets, supported by 16 National Outcomes and 50 National Indicators covering 
key areas of health, justice, environment, economy, and education. You can access 
the Scotland Performs website at:  
www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Performance/scotPerforms 

Below is the list of the Committee’s core areas of interest. Alongside each are 
relevant targets and National Indicators: 
 

EET areas of interest Relevant Purpose 
Targets 

Relevant National 
Indicators 

Scottish 
Government’s 
economic 
strategy:  
 
 

Access to finance, 
particularly for SMEs 

Economic growth: To raise 
the GDP growth rate to the 
UK level by 2011 

Economic growth: To match 
the GDP growth rate of the 
small independent EU 
countries by 2017 

Increase the number of 
businesses 

Increase exports 

 

Providing advice and 
support to help SMEs to 
grow, hire staff and take 
on apprentices 

Participation: To maintain 
our position on labour 
market participation as the 
top performing country in 
the UK 

Participation: To close the 
gap with the top five OECD 
economies by 2017 

Improve the skill profile 
of the population 

Increase the proportion 
of young people in 
learning, training or 
work 

Increase the proportion 
of graduates in positive 
destinations 

Maximising the public 
sector’s direct contribution 
to the economy through 
smart use of public 
procurement and to help 
SMEs compete effectively 
for contracts 

Economic growth: To raise 
the GDP growth rate to the 
UK level by 2011 

Economic growth: To match 
the GDP growth rate of the 
small independent EU 
countries by 2017 

Increase the number of 
businesses 

Increase the number of 
new homes 

Finance, 
Employment 
and 
Sustainable 
Growth  
portfolio: 

Maintaining and further 
developing a supportive 
business environment 

Economic growth: To raise 
the GDP growth rate to the 
UK level by 2011 

Economic growth: To match 
the GDP growth rate of the 
small independent EU 

Increase the number of 
businesses 

Increase exports 

Improve digital 
infrastructure 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Performance/scotPerforms


 countries by 2017 

Productivity: To rank in the 
top quartile for productivity 
against our key trading 
partners in the OECD by 
2017 

Improve Scotland's 
reputation 

Improve knowledge 
exchange from 
university research 

Increase research 

and development 

spending 

Develop a coherent 
approach to assisting our 
cities and city regions in 
being the engines of 
growth for the Scottish 
economy 

Economic growth: To raise 
the GDP growth rate to the 
UK level by 2011 

Economic growth: To match 
the GDP growth rate of the 
small independent EU 
countries by 2017 

Cohesion: To narrow the 
gap in participation between 
Scotland's best and worst 
performing regions by 2017 

Increase the number of 
businesses 

Reduce traffic 
congestion 

 

Overarching priority for the 
Transition to a Low 
Carbon Economy 

Sustainability: To reduce 
emissions over the period 
to 2011 

Sustainability: To reduce 
emissions by 80% by 2050 

Reduce Scotland's 
carbon footprint 

Increase the proportion 
of journeys to work 
made by public or 
active transport 

Reduce waste 
generated 

Increase renewable 
electricity production 

Spending priority to 
capitalise on existing 
competitive advantage in 
renewables to attract 
investment and establish a 
strong supply chain 

Sustainability: To reduce 
emissions over the period 
to 2011 

Sustainability: To reduce 
emissions by 80% by 2050 

Increase renewable 
electricity production 

Priorities relating to 
VisitScotland 

Economic growth: To raise 
the GDP growth rate to the 
UK level by 2011 

Economic growth: To match 
the GDP growth rate of the 
small independent EU 
countries by 2017 

Increase the number of 
businesses 

Increase exports 

Improve Scotland's 
reputation 

Education 
and Lifelong 
Learning 
portfolio: 

Delivering 25,000 Modern 
Apprentices 

Participation: To maintain 
our position on labour 
market participation as the 
top performing country in 
the UK 

Improve the skill profile 
of the population 

Increase the proportion 
of young people in 
learning, training or 



Participation: To close the 
gap with the top five OECD 
economies by 2017 

work 

The Opportunities for All 
initiative 

Participation: To maintain 
our position on labour 
market participation as the 
top performing country in 
the UK 

Participation: To close the 
gap with the top five OECD 
economies by 2017 

Improve the skill profile 
of the population 

Increase the proportion 
of young people in 
learning, training or 
work 

Infrastructure 
and Capital 
Investment 

Maintain Energy 
Assistance Package and 
Home Insulation Scheme 

Sustainability: To reduce 
emissions over the period 
to 2011 

Sustainability: To reduce 
emissions by 80% by 2050 

Reduce Scotland's 
carbon footprint 

Reduce the proportion 
of individuals living in 
poverty 

Other issues Loss of jobs in the public 
sector being compensated 
for by the creation of jobs 
in the private sector with 
capital funding 

Economic growth: To raise 
the GDP growth rate to the 
UK level by 2011 

Economic growth: To match 
the GDP growth rate of the 
small independent EU 
countries by 2017 

Participation: To maintain 
our position on labour 
market participation as the 
top performing country in 
the UK 

Participation: To close the 
gap with the top five OECD 
economies by 2017 

Increase the number of 
businesses 

 
Focusing on these core areas of interest (set out above) to the Committee and 
related NPF targets and indicators, the Committee would welcome written 
evidence on the following questions— 
 

 How has the Scottish Government’s budget over the years 2012-13 and 2013-
14 supported these core areas of interest? 
 

 What progress has the Scottish Government made in delivering its 
overarching purpose - focus Government and public services on creating a 
more successful country, with opportunities for all of Scotland to flourish, 
through increasing sustainable economic growth - through its spending 
decisions over the last two years and in relation to NPF targets and 
indicators?  
 



 Is the NPF an effective method of measuring performance and are sufficient 
resources being allocated to track progress against the targets and 
indicators? 
 

 How should resources allocated to the economy, energy and tourism portfolio 
in the draft 2014-15 budget be applied to support these core areas of interest 
and NPF targets and indicators and achieve long-term economic growth?  
 

 What alternative spend would you propose to better support each core area of 
interest and from what area should such resources be diverted? 

 
There is no requirement to respond to each question - you can restrict your response 
to those most relevant to your area of interest. Please see the guidance notes below 
on submitting written evidence. 
 

Timetable 

The Committee’s draft budget timetable is set out below: 

24 June 2013: Call for evidence issued 

19 August 2013: Deadline for submissions in response to call for evidence 

11 September 2013: Oral evidence session  

18 September 2013: Oral evidence session  

By 20 September 2013: Scottish Government publishes draft budget 2014-15 

30 September 2013: Oral evidence session 

2 October 2013: Oral evidence session 

Mid-November: Subject committees report to the Finance Committee  

Early December: Finance Committee publishes report on draft budget  

 
Submitting written evidence 
The following points will assist you: 
 

 you may wish to respond to any or all of the points above (please indicate the 
point(s) to which you are responding) 

 submissions should be brief and typewritten in Word format (ideally, no more 
than 4 sides of A4) 

 the Committee prefers to receive written submissions electronically (ideally in 
Word format, not PDF). These should be e-mailed (no confirmatory hard copy 
is required) to: eet@scottish.parliament.uk 

mailto:eet@scottish.parliament.uk


 for hard copy submissions only, these should be sent to: The Economy, 
Energy and Tourism Committee, T2.60, The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, 
EH99 1SP 

 we welcome written evidence in any language  

 submissions should be set out in numbered paragraphs. Where the 
submission refers to existing published material, it is preferable to provide 
hyperlinks or full citations (rather than extensive extracts). 

 the deadline for receipt of written submissions is 19 August 2013. Owing 
to the timescale normally required for the processing and analysis of 
evidence, late submissions will only be accepted with the advance agreement 
of the Committee clerk. 

Policy for handling written evidence  
Before you submit your written evidence, please ensure you read our policy on 
treatment of written evidence received by subject and mandatory committees (pdf 
15kb). Written submissions will be handled in accordance with this policy.  

Anyone wishing their evidence to be treated confidentially should contact the 
Committee’s clerking team at the email address number below before submitting 
their evidence. It will be for the Committee to decide whether or not to accept the 
submission on the basis that it will not be published (though it will be seen in full by 
the Committee). However, the Parliament is required to consider requests for 
information under freedom of information legislation and is therefore unable to 
guarantee that the evidence will never be released. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/help/31037.aspx
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