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Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee 

Internationalising Scottish Business – Call for Written Evidence 

The Committee is currently seeking evidence from interested parties on Scottish 
Government and UK Government support for Scottish businesses seeking to export. 

Background 

‘Increasing Scottish exports’ is one of the Scottish Government’s National Performance 
Framework national indicators, supported by a target in the Government’s Economic 
Strategy to deliver a 50 per cent increase in the value of international exports over the 
ten years to 2017. 

The Scottish Government believes that increasing exports to a wide range of markets 
‘will enable companies to specialise in areas of relative strength, become more 
productive, learn new techniques and benefit from a more diversified customer base.’ 
An evaluation carried out by Scottish Development International in 2010 found that 
companies that enter international markets increase their productivity levels by almost 
18 per cent, mainly through ‘learning by exporting’. 

This inquiry seeks the views of organisations and individuals from across Scotland and 
beyond on the challenges and opportunities presented by the export growth target. 

Remit 

“To understand the challenges and opportunities faced by Scotland’s exporters and 
aspiring exporters, and to assess the extent to which Scottish and UK Government 
services effectively assist Scottish firms to achieve their full exporting potential”. 

Themes of interest 

In conducting this inquiry the Committee is interested in receiving views about: 

1. The experiences and challenges faced by Scottish exporters; 

2. The reasons why many Scottish firms, particularly SMEs, do not export; 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Performance/scotPerforms/indicator/exports
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/Performance/scotPerforms/indicator/exports
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/09/13091128/8
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/09/13091128/8
http://www.evaluationsonline.org.uk/evaluations/Search.do?ui=basic&action=show&id=388
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3. The effectiveness of SDI and UKTI, as well as Scottish Enterprise and Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise, in helping Scottish firms enter and grow in international 
markets; 

4. Changes SDI has implemented since the previous EET Committee inquiry in 
2010. For example, the Committee stated in its inquiry report that SDI’s primary 
focus should be on achieving ‘a step change in the number of Scottish 
companies that see exports and international trade as a route to future success’; 

5. Whether the Scottish Government is likely to meet the Government’s Economic 
Strategy target of increasing the value of exports by 50% by 2017 (and the 
usefulness of this target);  

6. Why international exports of manufactured goods have reduced so dramatically 
since 1999 and what can be done to reverse the trend; 

7. Scotland’s most successful exporting sectors and what can be learned from 
them; 

8. Where growth is likely to be seen over the next few decades and how these 
businesses/sectors can best be supported. 

How to submit written evidence 

Please use the specific issues outlined above as the basis for your submission. You 
may wish to respond to any or all of the specific questions. Evidence should be 
reasonably brief and typewritten (preferably normally no more than 4-6 sides of A4 in 
total). 

The deadline for receipt of written submissions is Friday 16 January. Owing to the 
timescale normally required for the processing and analysis of evidence, late 
submissions will only be accepted with the advance agreement of the clerk. 

The Committee prefers to receive written submissions electronically and in a form 
accessible using Microsoft Word. These should be sent to: 

eet@scottish.parliament.uk 

You may also send a hard copy of written submissions to: 

Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee 
Scottish Parliament 
Holyrood 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

We welcome written evidence in any language. 

http://archive.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/eet/reports-10/eer10-08-vol01.htm
mailto:eet@scottish.parliament.uk
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Policy for Handling Written Evidence 

Before you submit your written evidence, please ensure that you have read our policy 
on treatment of written evidence. Written submissions will be handled in accordance 
with this policy. 

We would also be grateful if, when using any tables or graphics in your submission, that 
you include a short paragraph explaining what the table/graphic shows. This helps 
readers with visual impairments.  

Contact 

For details about the Committee’s work on the Internationalising Scottish Business 
inquiry please contact Dougie Wands, Clerk to the Committee, 0131 348 5207. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Helpandguidance/ParliamentPolicy.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Helpandguidance/ParliamentPolicy.pdf

