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National Planning Framework 3 (NPF3) and Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) and other 
planning issues 
 
Thank you for your letter of 17 January 2014 regarding the focus of the Committee’s scrutiny 
of proposed NPF3 and the review of SPP and matters raised in the SPP Position Statement 
published earlier this week.    
 
Your letter seeks confirmation that several sources of information will be available to the 
Committee during the 60 day parliamentary scrutiny period, and prior to the evidence 
session on Wednesday 5 February 2014. 
 
With regard to Scottish Natural Heritage’s consultation on their Core Areas Wild Land Map 
2013, the responses to the consultation will be available on SNH’s website by 30 
January.  As there were over 400 responses to the consultation, SNH cannot at this stage 
confirm the publication date of the independent consultation report that is currently in 
preparation.  Although it  is expected to be published by the end of February, it will not be 
available before the evidence session on 5 February 2014. 
 
The research on the community separation distance by ClimateXChange and the University 
of Dundee has been published and is available at www.climatexchange.org.uk/reducing-
emissions/review-separation-distances-onshore-wind-farms/. 
 
The Scottish Government has convened an independent group of scientific experts (the 
Independent Expert Scientific Panel on Unconventional Oil & Gas) to provide an 
independent, impartial evidence base on unconventional oil and gas upon which to inform a 
robust policy position. The independent scientific panel should deliver: 

 A robust, well-researched evidence base relating to unconventional oil & gas, upon 
which the Scottish Government can reliably base its policy that benefits the people of 
Scotland; 
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 A well-developed narrative on the environmental and regulatory issues associated 
with unconventional gas; 

 An assessment of the resources available to Scotland. 
 

The Independent Expert Scientific Panel will produce a final report that will evidence: 
 The potential magnitude of unconventional oil and gas reserves in Scotland and their 

commercial potential; 
 Whether the technology exists to allow their safe extraction; 
 The key environmental challenges relating to unconventional oil & gas; 
 Whether the current regulatory framework is adequate; 
 How the potential use of unconventional oil and gas resources in Scotland would sit 

with the Scottish Government’s commitment to reduce greenhouse gases; 
 How to successfully and constructively engage with communities and environmental 

groups in a meaningful, constructive and fact based debate on the merits or otherwise 
of the development of unconventional oil and gas reserves. 

 
I trust the Committee finds this information helpful and I look forward to appearing before the 
Committee on 5 February 2014 
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