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National Planning Framework 3 and Scottish Planning Policy

Thank you for your letter of 6 February following my evidence session on 5 February 2014.
Your letter seeks clarification of a number of issues.

Firstly, the Committee has asked for reassurance that the methodology used by Scottish
Natural Heritage (SNH) in its mapping of Core Areas of Wild Land is scientifically robust and
has been rigorously tested. As I explained in my oral evidence, I believe that this map is a
significant improvement on previous versions and I understand that SNH has used their
expertise to prepare the map in a thorough manner. I am currently awaiting advice from
SNH following the recent conclusion of their consultation on the mapping.

Secondly, you have asked what weight planning authorities should attach to the map of Core
Areas of Wild Land when considering wind farm planning applications. This will be decided
after I receive the further advice from SNH and I will set out our policy in the finalised
Scottish Planning Policy, to be published in June 2014.

Thirdly, you asked when I will make a decision on the proposal to increase the community
separation distance between settlements and areas of search for wind farms from 2km to
2.5km. We are still considering the responses to SPP and the helpful outputs from the
University of Dundee's research. I also wish to take account of the Committee's discussions
and written response to evidence from panels 1 and 2. It was clear that interactions between
the current guideline 2km separation criterion, the size of turbines, the scale of a wind farm
can be explained more clearly. We are currently giving this careful consideration, but I do
not expect to make a final decision on this within the 60 day period within which NPF3 is
being considered by Parliament. As with our approach to wild land and onshore wind, we
will set this out in the finalised Scottish Planning Policy.
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In response to your final question, we expect the Independent Expert Scientific Panel on
Unconventional Oil and Gas to report later this year.

I trust the Committee will find this information useful and I look forward to seeing the
outcome of your consideration of NPF3.

DEREK MACKAY
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