
SUBMISSION FROM SCOTTISH POWER 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide views on behalf of ScottishPower regarding 
the Legislative Consent Motion (LCM) for the Growth and Infrastructure Bill, as 
issued on 1st November 2012.      
 
As you are no doubt aware, ScottishPower is part of the Iberdrola Group, a leading 
international energy company investing in energy and infrastructure projects in the 
UK and internationally.  As a major energy infrastructure developer we have projects 
in the UK that will fall under the aegis of Section 36 and section 37 consents referred 
to within the LCM.   In Scotland, this includes developments in relating to both 
renewable electricity generation and to more conventional electricity generation such 
as the development of Combined Cycle Gas power stations.   We also have 
extensive development activity in relation to the development of the electricity 
transmission system in the south of Scotland. 
 
We are broadly supportive of the provisions within the Growth and Infrastructure Bill. 
  In particular, the provisions that relate to section 36 (via the Electricity Act 1989) 
and section 37 (via the Town and Country Planning (Scotland ) Act) in the Bill have 
the potential to streamline the process for consents, reduce time unnecessary time 
delays and reduce the financial cost of infrastructure development.   We believe that 
it will do so in a manner that will not adversely impact other considerations in the 
planning process. 
 
We welcome the new power being given to Scottish Ministers to vary the consent 
conditions for section 36 approvals based upon new information on post consent 
developments in either technology or design changes.  It is important to 
accommodate new information that comes to light that may require developers to 
amend proposals.    We agree that the powers should also flow through to changes 
in deemed planning permissions (including for section 37 activities).  
 
Looking forward, we expect to engage with both the UK and Scottish Governments 
in a more detailed understanding of the due process for variation to section 36 
consents, especially in relation to the conditions upon which post consent 
information will be considered.  
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