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Update Report on The Winning Years 
Prepared for the Scottish Parliament’s Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee 
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INTRODUCTION 

This report updates the Scottish Parliament’s Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee on the 

activity and results from The Winning Years; eight milestones over three years which VisitScotland 

and partners have been promoting to, and working with, the tourism industry on. 

The overall ambition behind the development of the Winning Years concept is to ensure that the 

tourism industry and wider visitor economy is set to take full advantage of the long-term gains over 

the course of the next few years. 

The paper is divided into sections covering each of the milestones:  

 Year of Creative Scotland 

 The 2012 London Olympics 

 The Diamond Jubilee 

 Disney.Pixar’s Brave 

 Year of Natural Scotland 

 The Commonwealth Games 

 The 2014 Ryder Cup 

 Homecoming Scotland 2014 (incl. up to date list of events) 
 

From this report Committee members will see that excellent progress has been made, with strong 

interest in Scotland’s tourism product from around the world as the country builds to welcome the 

world in 2014. All of this despite the continuing global economic difficulties. 

Evidence of bucking the global trend and the success of the 2012 Winning Years milestones can 

be seen in VisitScotland’s announcement at the end of August that its two main marketing 

campaigns brought nearly £310m additional economic benefit for Scotland since January 2012. 

This is a rise of 14% on the same period the year before.  

VisitScotland’s international campaigns target Scotland’s main markets across the globe including 

North America, Germany and France as well as emerging markets, such as India and China. This 

is done through cross media marketing including e-zines, multi-lingual websites, competitions, 

social media and partner offers with international transport and tour providers such as US Airways 

and CIE tours.  

The domestic market, which accounts for 84% of Scotland’s annual visitor numbers, has been 

targeted since 2012 through the organisation’s highly successful Surprise Yourself campaign. The 

promotion includes a series of Neil Oliver narrated TV advertisements that highlighted the Year of 

Creative Scotland 2012, and this year’s promotion of the Year of Natural Scotland 2013. 

This result chimes with the latest tourism statistics for the first quarter in 2013, which estimate that 

spend from total tourism trips was up by 13% on the same period in 2012 to £1.6bn. 
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The Winning Years are about longer terms goals and building momentum and further signs of the 

results of VisitScotland’s collaborative work in 2012 are beginning to emerge. For example, 

VisitScotland worked closely with Festivals Edinburgh with the international media last year as part 

of the Year of Creative Scotland and The Olympics and this promotional activity will have 

contributed to the reported rise in ticket sales by The Fringe and The Edinburgh International Book 

Festival this year. Rises of 5% and 6% have been reported by organisers respectively. 

Meanwhile, this year’s focus - Year of Natural Scotland - has captured the imagination of partners 

and consumers alike and the report highlights some of the great achievements made and strong 

activity delivered. 

Looking beyond leisure tourism, Scotland is seeing a resurgence in the business tourism sector, 

with The UK Economic Impact Study, commissioned by the Meeting Professionals International 

(MPI) Foundation, and published this summer, valued the sector at almost £2bn for the country, 

clearly demonstrating that business tourism is a key pillar of the economy. 

VisitScotland’s Business Tourism Unit will continue to work with partners to ensure the continuation 

of this success story. 

All of these results come as VisitScotland and our tourism industry partners gear up to for the 

biggest opportunities in a generation next year. The activity and results achieved already through 

The Wining Years are very encouraging and point to an industry in good shape and displaying the 

ambition to seize the opportunities of 2014. 

YEAR OF CREATIVE SCOTLAND 

Year of Creative Scotland’s purpose was to celebrate and promote Scotland’s cultural and creative 
vibrancy in 2012, shine a spotlight on our creative assets, provide a test bed for new initiatives and 
a launch platform for activity to visitors and potential visitors for 2014. 

Year of Creative Scotland was a significant success.  Its aim, objectives and suite of measures and 
targets have all been achieved.  The media profile of the Year was very high, boosted by the 
Cultural Olympiad and London 2012 Festival - which the Year linked with. 

Partners enthusiastically engaged in the Year, led by VisitScotland, EventScotland, Creative 
Scotland, VOCAL and the Scottish Government.  The Year generated momentum around 
Scotland’s rich culture and creativity and partners worked together to build on this for Year of 
Natural Scotland and as we progress towards the opportunities of 2014.               

For the Year, Creative Scotland aligned £6.5 million though four funding strands, which was 
supported by a marketing and promotions campaign led by VisitScotland.  The Scottish 
Government provided a budget of £500,000 to VisitScotland to boost marketing and promotion, 
complementing existing planned campaigns across markets.  
 
Partners worked hard to ensure that the benefits of the YoCS were felt across the length and 
breadth of Scotland by using the emphasis on creativity to highlight and promote Scotland's rich 
and diverse cultural life. Partners also worked to ensure that the celebrations around the YoCS 
enhanced the activity and opportunity presented by the Torch Relay, the wider Cultural Olympiad 
and London 2012 Festival as well as Scotland’s other signature cultural activities., including 
Edinburgh’s Festivals.       
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Key results 

 Estimated 66m reach achieved by dedicated YoCS UK and International Marketing campaign 
activity, plus est. 257.9m reach across wider UK and International Marketing consumer 
campaigns (total marketing reach est. 323.9m). 

 4,333 media cuts from 1,526 media outlets, generating 167m opportunities to see, a potential 
reach across print, broadcast and online media of 571.6m and a PR Value est. at £49.3m. 

 96% of respondents to marketing conversion research from European and North American 
markets said they had a positive impression of Scotland as “a great destination for cultural 
events, festivals and activity” (TNS, Autumn 2012). 

 Some of Scotland’s most inspirational and successful cultural figures featured in the campaign 
activity. 

 £6.5m of Creative Scotland National Lottery funding was aligned to support the Year’s 
objectives via four new strands: First in a Lifetime; Culture and Tourism; One Step Further and 
Creative Place Awards. 

 More than 100 projects were supported through these new funding opportunities. 

 In addition, circa £1.5m investment in the Get Scotland Dancing initiative, whilst the successful 
inaugural Creative Place Awards received 30 applications with 5 awards made. 

 Almost 500,000 people were recorded to have taken part in directly funded activity, with a wide 
range of opportunities across the country. 

 Scottish Government support to engage equalities groups (e.g in Edinburgh, NVA Speed of 
Light and Pilrig Park School’s The American Dream). More widely, the Cultural Olympiad’s 
‘Unlimited’ programme in Scotland celebrated arts, culture and sport by deaf and disabled 
people. 

 Good partnership working between Creative Scotland, EventScotland, VisitScotland, Scottish 
Government and VOCAL and a number of other strategic partners.  Good strategic alignment 
and collaborative approach around  the delivery and promotion of key elements of the year 
including Cultural Olympiad and London 2012 Festival programme in Scotland. 

 New toolkits and events created to support cultural tourism activity and partnerships. 

 Lasting legacy of networks and contacts to fuel stronger future collaborative working. 

 Summer Cabinets were themed around Year of Creative Scotland. 

 Edinburgh International Culture Summit held 13-14 August 2012. 

 Engagement with the scientific community through support for the Dundee Science Centre’s 
“Robotics Exhibition” and the Scottish Government’s Science Festival Grants and Science 
Engagement Grants themed around the Year.   

 RIAS/Scottish Civic Trust engaged around architecture opportunities leading to a joint 
campaign to showcase Scotland’s rich architectural heritage during 2012 and linked into the 
“Doors Open Days” initiative. 

 
THE DIAMOND JUBILEE 

VisitScotland’s strategy around the Diamond Jubilee was to use the celebrations as a hook to 

promote Scotland’s Royal attractions. 

 

VisitScotland worked with businesses to encourage them to develop activity using the Jubilee as a 

hook.  As part of this strategy the VisitScotland Growth Fund awarded £42,000 to Royal Deeside 

and the Cairngorms Marketing Project to develop activity in the area specifically with a royal 

theme, along with other projects. 
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Key results 

 The Diamond Jubilee media campaign, promoting Scotland’s strong royal connections, 
reached an audience of more than 2 million people and visitor numbers at royal attractions 
were positive with, for example, visits to the Royal Yacht Britannia up by 30%. 

 Historic Scotland recorded an uplift in visitors over the weekend of the Jubilee, welcoming 
approximately 84,735 visitors across their estate between Friday the 1 and Tuesday 5 June. 
Edinburgh Castle saw the most visitors, with 30,769 over the five days, including two days with 
over 7,000 visitors, a new record for June. 

 The Visitor Attraction Barometer for June 2012, prepared by the Moffat Centre, the total 
number of visits for the responding 467 barometer attractions in Scotland noted an increase in 
visits of 4.3% on the previous year. 

 This rise in interest in Scotland’s historic royal attractions has continued into 2013 with, for 
example, Historic Scotland reporting increased visits to Linlithgow Palace of 36%. 

 

LONDON OLYMPICS 

VisitScotland and or partners worked to capitalise on the opportunities presented by the Olympics; 

both in terms of targeting the ‘getaway’ market in the South East of England, whilst using a strong 

presence in London during the Olympics to promote Scotland to media and potential visitors as 

part of the build up to 2014. 

VisitScotland UK & Ireland marketing teams worked to target those living in the South East of 

England, starting in the early part of the summer to reach this market as Olympic fever ramped up. 

In total these targeted around 1.2 million people through marketing which included press 

advertising, radio advertising, direct mail and on-pack promotions, with millions more seeing our 

Surprise Yourself TV adverts in the run-up to the Olympics.  

The Surprise Yourself e-zine activity was also up-weighted throughout May, June and July to 

capture around 300,000 people on VisitScotland’s database who are primarily based in the South-

East of England.  

The integrated consumer PR campaign reached almost 2 million people, reinforcing the marketing 

campaign. 

The Olympics is the most widely covered sporting event on the planet. VisitScotland worked 

directly with major international broadcasters such as NBC (USA), CTV (Canada), CCTV (China) 

and Channel 9 (Australia) to showcase Scotland as a precursor for the rest of the Scotland’s 

Winning Years. 

VisitScotland worked with Festivals Edinburgh on two separate events that took place at Scotland 

House.  The first saw team Scotland and Chef Mark Greenaway host up to 20 journalists, while the 

second included VisitScotland, Edinburgh Festivals and Marketing Edinburgh enjoy a speed 

meeting and lunch, again with 20 journalists.  

In addition, 23 top international media travelled up to Scotland from London on the Scotrail Sleeper 

Train on Friday 10 August.  Following a Scotland reception and whisky tasting at London Euston 

Station, they arrived in Edinburgh.  

The group then sampled two days of festival experiences, taking in shows from the Fringe, Book, 

International and Art festivals.  They also enjoyed the Royal Military Tattoo, and further Edinburgh 
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experiences, including a guided festival tour, and meeting with Scottish Government Culture 

Minister Fiona Hyslop, and VisitScotland Chief Executive Malcolm Roughead.  

Media attended from China, Canada, Italy, Australia, India, Malaysia, Brazil and the UK. 

 

Scotland House 

Scotland House, a key element of VisitScotland’s London Olympic activity, was a partnership 

between the Scottish Government, VisitScotland, EventScotland, Scottish Enterprise, Creative 

Scotland and sportscotland, with input from Glasgow 2014, Glasgow City Marketing Bureau, 

Festivals Edinburgh, Marketing Edinburgh and Scotland Food and Drink. 

During the seventeen days of operation between July 27 and August 12 2012, Scotland House 

played host to a mix of events and meetings to showcase Scotland to the world and maximise the 

opportunities of having representatives of all 205 Olympic countries and a range of business 

leaders, business influencers and media contacts in London.  It was a hub for Scottish and 

international visitors to network and to make connections. 

Key results 

 60 events and meetings held over 17 days, with over 3,000 attendees in Scotland House for 
events and meetings. Team VisitScotland organised 15 of these events. 

 Ten media events took place in London with most of them at Scotland House, hosting over 
200 media. 

 Key outlets that attended the events include: Channel 4, NBC, ITV Daybreak, Sydney Morning 
Herald, Sunday Express, Coast magazine, BBC Scotland, BBC Autumnwatch, Los Angeles 
Times, Huffington Post, Great Golf Magazine, CD-Traveller, Beijing Evening News, Times of 
India News, and Shanghai TV. 

 At least ten interviews with target media took place across our Olympics activity, with titles 
including REN (Russia), ITV Daybreak, the New Yorker, NBC, Fujian Media Group P.R.China, 
Metro USA, Country Homes & Interiors, BBC Scotland, Channel 9 (Australia) Channel 7 
(Australia) and France TV. 

 These interviews covered a wide range of strategic themes such as Year of Creative Scotland 
2012, Year of Natural Scotland 2013, Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games, Homecoming 
2014, and Ryder Cup 2014. 

 The events involved high profile people such as actor Callum O’Neill, presenter Neil Oliver, 
and Olympic Gold medallist Katherine Grainger. 

 VisitScotland also secured over 30 strategic partners across all consumer PR Olympics 
activity. These partners included Marketing Edinburgh, Festivals Edinburgh, Glasgow 2014, 
Wild Scotland, Cairngorms Activity Providers, The National Piping Centre, Scottish Archery 
Association, Diageo, SNH, Historic Scotland and Creative Scotland. 

 £20,000 of in kind support was generated by the team from tourism industry partners. In 
addition the following high profile speakers supported VisitScotland’s efforts: Callum O’Neill, 
Catriona Matthews, Gavin Hastings, Katherine Grainger, Neil Oliver and Mark Greenaway. 

 VisitScotland arranged for 47 media to visit Scotland during the Olympics period. This included 
journalists from China, India, Pakistan, Italy, UK, US, Canada, Brazil, Malaysia and Australia. 

 400 items of coverage have been generated across UK & International consumer PR to date, 
with an OTS of 255 million. 

 VisitScotland dealt with over 400 media enquiries through direct contact at the London Media 
Centre and through emails in our Press Office inbox. 

 



6 
 

DISNEY.PIXAR’S BRAVE 

Disney.Pixar’s movie Brave was launched worldwide in June 2012.  With a storyline involving 

clans, myths and legends, set against a magical backdrop of forests, castles, lochs and mountains, 

Scotland was the real star of the screen.  VisitScotland was quick to spot the opportunity afforded 

by this movie and to link the film to tourism and Scotland as a holiday destination. 

VisitScotland developed a unique partnership with The Walt Disney Company - their first 

collaboration with a national tourism agency - resulting in the biggest international campaign ever 

undertaken by VisitScotland, running from June - November 2012. 

Campaign Results (at June 2013) 

Activity spend 

VisitScotland originally budgeted to spend £7m on the Brave campaign, with £5m of this provided 

by Scottish Government.  However, due to careful negotiations on the part of the VisitScotland 

team with the Walt Disney Company, activity was delivered for a total cost of £6.5 million. 

Below is a summary of how the money was spent: 

Activity Spend (£) 

Marketing/ Advertising (including events)  4.9m 

Irrecoverable VAT   0.9m 

Promotions / Public Relations / Research   0.4m 

Web services & print costs   0.2m 

Other costs   0.1m 

 
  

TOTAL  6.5m 

 

Marketing activity  

At the end of 2012, VisitScotland carried out an evaluation / conversion study of the Brave 

international marketing campaign.  This evaluation study identified the additional spend from 

visitors who had visited Scotland in 2012 having booked a visit to Scotland after being influenced 

by the Brave campaign. 

Given that the movie was only released mid-way through 2012, the numbers of those travelling in 

2012 are less significant.  It was for this reason, that VisitScotland’s additionality target was based 

on a five to 10 year period. 

The evaluation study therefore also identified those individuals who said they would be ‘likely to 

visit in the next 12 months’ and those who would be’ likely to visit in the next 2 - 5 years’, as a 

result of seeing VisitScotland’s marketing campaign. 
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Year Additionality 
2012 international additionality £1.6m 
Likely to visit in next 12 months £39m 
Likely to visit in next 2 - 5 years £70m 
TOTAL £110.6m 

 

A similar exercise was carried out to evaluate the UK & Ireland marketing activity.   Results are as 

follows: 

Year Additionality (UK & Ireland) 
2012 UK additionality £1.1m 
Likely to visit in next 12 months £4.9m 
Likely to visit in next 2 - 5 years £3.1m 
TOTAL £9.1m 

 

PR results 

• Brave PR coverage reached 1 billion people worldwide.  

• There were 1,242 items of coverage between January 2012 and April 2013. 99% of articles 

were favourable, 72% strongly so. Items focusing on the expected boost to Scottish tourism on 

the back of Brave were a key contributor to this result. 

• 84% of items delivered at least one message about Scotland / Scottish tourism, an excellent 

result. 69% of pieces included two or more messages, helping to reiterate Scotland’s range of 

qualities and promote opportunities for seeing more of the country and staying there longer. 

• A call to action appeared in 44% of coverage, encouraging readers and listeners to interact 

with VisitScotland and increasing the likelihood of them visiting the website. 

Additional results 

Additional performance metrics are as follows: 

Visits to Brave website  1.7m 
Tourism businesses engaged 1,000 
In kind supported secured £45,000 
Referrals to partners*  32,610 
Data acquisition**   215,000 
TV Campaign Reach  82,000,000 
Editorial Reach   505m 
Facebook : English  5m 
    Foreign Language 800,000 
User-generated comments 3,048 (90% positive) 
You Tube video views  580,000 
Twitter tweets   1,875 
Online impressions***  UK 6.29m  (72,445 visits to web) 
Online impressions   NA  44.2m (80,000 visits to web) 
Online impressions   Europe  239m (787,000 visits to web) 

 

*Referrals to partners: VisitScotland worked with more than 1,000 businesses that developed 

Brave related products.  These products were advertised on the VisitScotland website and there 
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were more than 32,000 click-throughs to these products, i.e. VisitScotland putting consumers in 

touch with businesses. 

**VisitScotland has a consumer database with which it communicates on a monthly basis, 

providing information about Scotland and promoting new products / deals.  Part of our marketing 

strategy is to acquire new contact names for that database so that we can communicate directly 

with consumers.  We do this through a number of mechanisms, including competitions and on pack 

promotions. 

***Online impressions is a measure of how many times an advert is displayed. 

Partner activity 

The tourism industry engaged very effectively with this campaign, recognising the opportunities. 

Some examples include: 

 Kingsmills Hotel in Inverness, is part of Disney’s Scotland: A Brave Adventure tour.  In 
2013, these tours have produced 846 room nights for the hotel with 1,469 Disney guests 
bringing revenue of around £158,652.  This was new business for the hotel for 2013. 

 Crieff Hydro came up with ‘Hydro Legend Training’ for children - a package which 
encompassed horse riding, archery and bushcraft sessions.  The promotion was offered 
during July and August 2012 and featured on the website and in promotional materials 
throughout the summer. 

 Qualified Scottish Blue Badge Guide Laura Matuszak set up her own tour company 
‘Celebrate Scotland’ in 2010 and came up with an exciting new itinerary based on Brave. 
Laura leads tours throughout Scotland and creates bespoke itineraries, designed to suit 
any budget, timescale and individual or group type. 

 
Additionally, attractions such as Dunnottar Castle (the inspiration for Dunbroch Castle in the film) 
and the Calanais Stones have both reported significant increases in visitors this summer of circa 
16% and 10% respectively with the interest in Brave a principle reason behind the rise. 
 

THE YEAR OF NATURAL SCOTLAND  
  
The Year of Natural Scotland is, like the Year of Creative Scotland, a Scottish Government 

initiative.  VisitScotland and Scottish Natural Heritage are leading and it is supported by a 

partnership of other organisations in the public, private and voluntary sectors. 

The aim is to inspire visitors and the people of Scotland to celebrate the country’s nature and 

landscape as we progress towards Homecoming 2014. Since January there has been an 

incredible amount of activity to help achieve these.  

One of the particular strengths of The Year of Natural Scotland has been collaboration and in 2013 

there has been an extensive range of partners enthusiastically working together to promote and 

celebrate Scotland’s nature.  

Extensive engagement and promotion by the tourism industry for the Year is just one example of 

how various groups are making the most of the year’s theme. Feedback from tourism operators on 

The Year of Natural Scotland has also been very positive with a real sense that it has provided a 

welcome boost to businesses right across the country.        
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The summer and autumn are peak periods for many of our natural attractions and VisitScotland’s 

website currently showcases over 700 events and activities happening the length and breadth of 

Scotland to celebrate the Year. 

VisitScotland is maintaining the momentum throughout the remainder of the year and into 2014. 

Future highlights include a new campaign to encourage young people to explore natural Scotland, 

whilst the results of Scottish Natural Heritage’s ‘Scotland’s Big 5’ campaign will be announced. 

This campaign has been encouraging people to get out and enjoy wildlife and to vote for their 

favourite species. Several thousand people have cast their votes and a number of other groups 

have launched similar campaigns. 

 

Key results 

VisitScotland 

 Year of Natural Scotland PR launch with Shetland Ponies achieved a total reach of 
576,597,419 to date.  

 Awareness of Year of Natural Scotland is at 23% (compared to bench mark of 9% in the fourth 
quarter in 2012). 

 Surprise Yourself TV & Cinema campaign reached an estimated 10.6m adults. 

 Big April Adventures initiative a major success resulting in over 110,283 unique web-visits with 
35,000 entrants for the 15,200 free tickets.  

  Year of Natural Scotland themed exhibition stand at International Confex (11-13 March) 
achieved £2.8 million worth of conference and events enquiries to date. 

 Extensive advertising campaign with National Geographic pan market (North America, France 
and UK) featuring TV, online, direct mail and print.  For example, a Year of Natural Scotland 
article on nationalgeographic.com reached over 1 million people.  

 YNS Growth Fund budget of £150,000 awarded to eight industry groups- North Highland 
Initiative, Outdoor Capital of the UK, Farm stay Scotland, Highland Perthshire, Destination 
Loch Ness, Connoisseurs Scotland, Royal Deeside and the Cairngorms and Scottish Country 
Sports. This has directly involved 841 businesses, delivering £299,552 of investment in Year of 
Natural themed marketing. 

 

Scottish Natural Heritage 

 

 The £195,000 “Scotland’s Big 5” campaign celebrating Scotland’s Big 5 wildlife species 
launched in March already achieved over 7,000 web-visits, 9,000 App downloads and 3,000 
votes from the public. 

 The View from the Train phone app has already exceeded expectations with over 5,000 users.  

 The John Muir campaign reached over 2.5 million adults. 

 Over 200 events & festivals to be YNS branded 

 Range of cultural activities celebrating a Natural Scotland in partnership with Creative 
Scotland.  

 Collaborative project developed with Young Scot. 1,700 young people uploaded the Scotland’s 
Outdoor challenge App. 200 uploaded the Natural Scottish Photo Challenge App to date. 

 Successful media partnership with the BBC, showcasing natural heritage across the BBC and 
including Landward, The Adventure Show, The One Show, BBC ‘Summer of Wildlife’. 
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Scottish Government  

 

 £40,000 provided to support a celebration of the Year of Natural Scotland across the four 
science centres, late autumn 2013.  

 Year of Natural Scotland features across a range of projects funded by the Scottish 
Government’s “Talking Science” programme 2011/12 and 2012/13.   

 Range of SG marketing activity in support of the year including the Greener Together 
Community Awards, Point of Entry Campaign in 2013, EU Calendar and Run in Scotland 
Guides for Scotland Week.   

 Minister for Energy, Enterprise and Tourism wrote to all local authorities in November 2013 
inviting them to meet to discuss Year of Natural Scotland and Homecoming Scotland 2014 
opportunities. Meetings have since taken place with a number of local authorities.     

 £280,000 funding contribution from the Scottish Government to SNH’s Big 5 campaign. 

 The Scottish Government consulted on its draft National Litter Strategy over the summer. 

 As part of the Environment portfolio’s contribution to the Year of Natural Scotland, a film has 
been produced by 2020Vision which showcases images of a natural Scotland with a voice over 
calling for individuals and organisations to think about their approach to the environment. 

 

Wider partner activity 

 

The YNS has been marked by very high levels of partner engagement with a wide range of 
partners promoting the year, delivering YNS branded events and activities and also working 
together on partner initiatives. For example: 
 
National Trust for Scotland is delivering a programme of more than 300 events which fit with the 
themes of the Year. 
  
Historic Scotland are delivering a year-round programme of walks, talks and other YNS related 
activities by the Historic Scotland Ranger Service and YNS branding will feature on Historic 
Scotland’s visitor brochures for 2013- these are distributed across Scotland with a print run of up to 
2 million. 

Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park- signature event for the YNS is the Great Scottish 
Swim on Loch Lomond which almost 2,000 participants.   

Cairngorms National Park- “Celebrating Cairngorms Nature”- saw over 30 partners, communities 
and ranger services come together to showcase and celebrate the importance and value of the 
Park’s biodiversity and wildlife and how people can get involved/support the outdoors/wildlife. 600-
800 visitors attended. 

Scottish Environment Link- the second annual Scottish Birdfair took place on 11 and 12 May 2013, 
at Hopetoun House. This included a range of exhibitors and workshops. 

Creative Scotland - Infinite Scotland: Six theatre performances were held with 1,098 attendees the 
performances linked information on natural environment with poetry, prose images and music. 
Facebook page has 15,500 unique users. 

Scotland Food and Drink- Food and Drink Fortnight in September to include significant coverage of 
a Natural Scotland- with a particular focus of Scotland’s world renowned natural larder. 

Forestry Commission- up to 300 events and activities planned across Scotland throughout 2013 to 
celebrate a Natural Scotland. YNS branding extensively used across the web and on publications.  
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Wild Scotland- series of events and activities taking place to celebrate the YNS.  

SE/HIE- working with VS and in partnership with FCS, SNH and WildScotland released a new 
guide launched in the Tourism Intelligence Scotland Opportunities for Growth series on Wildlife 
Tourism. 

Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh- leafing through a Natural Scotland exhibition and book festival 
held to celebrate the Year of Natural Scotland. 

Scottish Land and Estates- are delivered the “delightful dozen” campaign to compliment The Big 5. 
Examples of activity included celebrating snowdrops in Jan; Salmon in Feb; Bluebells in May; 
Heather in August. 

COMMONWEALTH GAMES 

The Commonwealth Games will showcase Scotland’s tourism icons, our world-class events 

prowess and our renowned Scottish hospitality as Scotland welcomes the world in 2014. As part of 

this activity VisitScotland has launched a £2.5 million international campaign promoting Glasgow 

and Scotland to the world 

PR and Marketing 

• A new TV advert will air across the United Kingdom and Ireland. 

• E-zines, Direct Mailing, Visitor guides all include messaging about the Games in a joint 

marketing initiative with Glasgow 2014. 

• Four major VisitScotland Information Centres in Edinburgh and Glasgow are carrying 

merchandise, with Buchanan Street currently branded up externally as part of the Year to Go 

celebrations. 

• VisitScotland is currently organising and hosting press trips from around the world and this will 
continue over the next twelve months. 

 

Events 

• Joint outreach activity with Glasgow 2014 before and during Games-time and VisitScotland will 

deliver Scotland House. 

• Working with GCMB and VisitBritain, VisitScotland will deliver the destination media centre at 

the Teacher’s Building, announced on 2 September. It will be a space for 500 lifestyle 

journalists in the centre of Glasgow and we will have a presence at the media centre for the 

duration of the Games. 

• VisitScotland will also have an official presence with the media centre used by sports press.  

• During the Queen’s Baton Relay, as the baton makes its way around the world, VisitScotland 
will be holding networking B2B / media events in India, Australia, New Zealand and Canada. 

 

Industry 

• VisitScotland delivered a Glasgow 2014 themed launch event at the VIC when the branding for 

the Year to Go campaign was launched. This was followed by a lunch for key industry partners 

encouraging them to finalise their plans for 2014. 

• Created meeting opportunities for Scotland’s tourism industry learn from London businesses 

on their experiences of 2012, highlighting best practice to maximise business. A series of 
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useful documents for the industry based on these meetings have now been published to 

VisitScotland.org and shared with tourism businesses. 

• VisitScotland launched a £45,000 online accessible tourism programme to ensure the industry 

is ready to take advantage of one of the greatest opportunities for Scottish tourism in a 

generation. The initiative will help VisitScotland and its partners, Glasgow Service with Style, 

Skills Development Scotland and Scottish Enterprise realise the huge potential economic 

benefits of the Accessible Tourism market, which is estimated to be worth £325 million to the 

Scottish economy. 

• A Scotland Welcomes the World industry event will take place on 26 September 2013 at the 

Macroberts Arts Centre at Stirling University, to consolidate industry engagement in 2014 and 

complements regular industry and stakeholder communications. 

THE 2014 RYDER CUP 

VisitScotland is focused on harnessing the tourism opportunities presented by hosting The 2014 

Ryder Cup in Scotland between 26 and 28 September next year. 

VisitScotland’s aim is to enhance the brand proposition and value of Scotland, the Home of Golf 

through hosting The 2014 Ryder Cup and deliver additional tourism impact to the visitor economy 

in the lead up to, during and after the hosting of 2014. Successfully staging The 2014 Ryder Cup 

also supports Scotland’s credentials as the perfect stage for hosting major events. 

The Ryder Cup is an event delivered by Ryder Cup Europe in partnership with EventScotland 
(VisitScotland’s events directorate) the Scottish Government and Gleneagles hotel as the host 
venue.  Other key partners include Perth and Kinross Council and the Police Service of Scotland. 
 
Each day around 45,000 spectators from across the world will attend to watch the best players 
from Europe and the USA, with more than 250,000 expected over the course of the week. Also, as 
one of the world’s largest sporting events, The Ryder Cup is broadcast to 183 countries worldwide 
reaching more than half a billion homes each day of the competition.  
 
The 2014 Ryder Cup is already leaving a legacy benefit to Scotland as the clubgolf junior golf 
initiative was a commitment made by Scotland as part of our bid, with more than 260,000 
schoolchildren having been introduced to golf through clubgolf. 

 
In addition, Scotland is investing in golf tournaments and international marketing activity directly as 
a result of Ryder Cup 2014 to promote Scotland as the Home of Golf.  As part of its Ryder Cup bid, 
£5.1m has been invested in 44 domestic tournaments (to April 2013). These tournaments which 
include The Scottish Open, The Ricoh Women’s British Open and The Scottish Challenge, have all 
helped to promote Scotland as both future host of The Ryder Cup and have formed key milestones 
in the Home of Golf campaign generating awareness, interest and visitors. 
 

Key activity 

 A strategic golf marketing strategy spanning the organisation is promoting Scotland as the 
Home of Golf in the build up to 2014. 

 Continue to work with the key event partners and the golf tourism industry in Scotland, through 
Golf Tourism Scotland and local area golf partnerships. 

 Internationally, VisitScotland’s work with golf travel trade representatives is ensuring that the 
messaging and promotion of Scotland, as the Home of Golf and Host Venue of The 2014 Ryder 
Cup is presented in a co-ordinated way. 
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 An extensive programme of activity during The 2012 Ryder Cup in Medinah promoted Scotland 
as the next host through an extensive and highly visible on-course exhibition, engagement with 
accredited media throughout the week and through high-profile business engagement. 

 In addition a strong Scottish theme, developed by VisitScotland and our partners, for the official 
Closing Ceremony of The 2012 Ryder Cup ensured maximum exposure for the country. 

 The Aberdeen Asset Management Scottish Open became the first regular European Tour event 
to be broadcast live on US network television. As part of this deal, dedicated Home of Golf 
adverts were shown during the coverage on NBC in the US and Sky Sports in the UK, reaching 
international audiences of tens of millions. 
 

HOMECOMING SCOTLAND 2014 

This section of the report updates the Committee on the information provided in July this year, on 
the creation of a series of inspirational events forming the Homecoming Scotland 2014 event 
programme.  
 
Events throughout Scotland were included in the Homecoming Scotland 2014 programme at the 
launch in March 2013. As of now, September 2013, there are 173 events in the Homecoming 
programme with further events being developed, and these will be announced in due course. 
 
An up to date list of events is included at the end of this report for Member’s interest and 
awareness. Also, if members are interested in attending any of the events they can alert the 
Committee clerks who will liaise with VisitScotland to make the necessary arrangements. All 
events within the programme are being promoted through an integrated marketing and PR 
campaign. 
 
 
Key Activity 
 
Further to the launch of the Homecoming Scotland 2014 programme, in March (UK) and April 

(North America), marketing and communications teams have commenced with initial campaign 

activities and messaging, promoting the year, the event programme and the themes.  The 

Homecoming team is working with events and festivals to ensure alignment of their marketing and 

PR activities with the wider Homecoming Scotland 2014 messages and activities. 

Marketing activity 

 The Homecoming Scotland website launched in March 2013 and will continue to be updated 
throughout the remained of 2013 and 2014. 

 International marketing messaging delivered through website and e-comms activities and will 
continue throughout 2014. 

 International paid media campaigns begin in November 2013 in Long Haul markets and January 
2014 in European markets.  The new campaign creative will be launched at the same time. 

 UK & Ireland marketing campaigns begin in November 2013, promoting Homecoming within the 
domestic market and the rest of the UK and Ireland. 

 The development of two creative concepts for television adverts are in production. A national TV 
ad will encompass Commonwealth Games, Ryder Cup and of course Homecoming.  This advert 
will launch in November 2013 and be shown throughout the UK. Whilst Scottish domestic 
market creative will focus on the ease of access to the great events happening across Scotland 
in 2014.  This advert will launch in January 2014. 

 A Year of Brilliant Moments TV ad - this creative will encompass Commonwealth Games, Ryder 
Cup and of course Homecoming.  This advert will launch in November 2013 and be shown 
throughout the UK. 
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 On your doorstep TV ad - this creative will focus on the ease of access to the great events 
happening across Scotland in 2014.  This advert will launch in January 2014 and will be shown 
in the Scottish market. 

 Supporting marketing collateral and activities currently in development include a digital event 
guide, social media activities, event branding collateral and a mobile app. 

 An online toolkit is available through the VisitScotland.org website, providing support to a variety 
of partners, including Scottish tourism and non-tourism businesses, international travel trade, 
PR and media contacts, etc. 

 

PR activity 

 Long lead pitching to both International and UK & Ireland press and media contacts well 
underway. 

 A number of press trips have already taken place, showcasing events and the themes of 
Homecoming Scotland. 

 UK & Ireland and International media events planned for September, October and November 
2013. In Europe there will be activity in Paris on 24 October and in Milan on 30 October. Long 
haul events will take place in India, New Zealand and Australia in November. 

 The Homecoming and wider VS teams have been involved with a number of key event 
programme launches to date, including The Diaspora Tapestry, Bannockburn Live and The 
Forth Bridges Festival. 

 Recent announcements sent out by VisitScotland include: the launch of the Homecoming Food 
and Drink Fund; national and regional event funding releases; and the launch of the Whisky 
Month Funding process. 

 
Corporate and industry engagement 
 
In addition to developing the events programme, discussions are underway with 75 individual 
tourism and non tourism businesses who have expressed an interest in engaging directly with 
Homecoming 2014.  Examples of these are:  The Royal Yacht Britannia, Scottish & Southern 
Energy; Scotmid; Belhaven Brewery; Titan Crane; Trafalgar Tours and a number of hotel, 
attraction and transport operators. 

 
VisitScotland has also engaged with the following associations and industry groups to extend the 
reach to their membership and contact bases:  Federation of Small Businesses; Highland & 
Islands Enterprise; Institute of Directors; SCDI; SDI; Scottish Tourism Alliance; Scottish Retail 
Consortium; Scottish Beer & Pub Association; Scottish Licensed Trade Association; and  the 
Scottish Tourism Alliance continues to promote Homecoming to members.    

 
Companies who developed produces for the 2009 celebrations have also been engaged with 
support from Scottish Enterprise, whilst an additional sixty four companies - new leads -have 
downloaded the Homecoming Toolkit and have been contacted. 

 
Discussions to take place with industry associations (Association of Scottish Visitors Attractions, 
Association of Scotland’s Self Caterers etc) to harness their support in the promotion of business 
engagement with their members. 
 
It is important to note that the engagement project is running in conjunction with the business 
engagement programme for The 2014 Ryder Cup to ensure synergy. 
 
 
VisitScotland 
9 September 2013 
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Annexe A – Homecoming Scotland 2014 Event List 
 

Name Start Date End Date 

Description Local Authorities 

Gig at the Brig - 
Hogmanay 31/12/2013 01/01/2014 

Celebrate Hogmanay in Ellon with the sensational Terry McDermott, runner up on The Voice 
USA in 2012. Headline act is Terry McDermott and the Bonfires. The band have been 
playing to sell-out crowds across the US and have just finished a mini UK tour which saw 
him release a new EP. This Hogmanay returns home to the Ellon, the village where he went 
to school, joined by three other live acts. 

Aberdeenshire Council; 

Stirling's 
Hogmanay 31/12/2013 01/01/2014 

Headlining act, bagpipes and fireworks to bring in the new year! Stirling Council; 

Stonehaven 
Fireball 
Ceremony 31/12/2013 01/01/2014 

"The Fireballs" is a colorful annual festival, unique to Stonehaven, attracting thousands of 
spectators in festive mood. The ceremony is not only Stonehaven's way of welcoming the 
New Year, but it also provides a gathering point for the town's "ain folk", some home from 
distant lands, to greet relatives and old friends, mingling happily with visitors from home and 
overseas who have come to enjoy a guid Scots Hogmanay. Thousands come to watch. 
Arrive early. 

Aberdeenshire Council; 

Homecoming 
Hogmanay 31/12/2013 01/01/2014 

December 2013 - January 2014, across Scotland. Scotland is known the world over as the 
home of New year celebrations and this special Homecoming Hogmanay will bring together 
events across the country to kick off 2014 in spectacular Scottish style. Bring in the new year 
with this true Scottish festival experience! 

Across Scotland 

Burns and the 
South West 01/01/2014 31/12/2014 

Discover a sense of place in the South West of Scotland during Homecoming Scotland 2014. 
With a year long programme of events, exhibitions and attractions celebrating Robert Burns 
the National Poet of Scotland; you are invited to explore the area’s relationship with and 
influence on culture, identity and creativity. 

Dumfries and Galloway 
Council; East Ayrshire 
Council; North Ayrshire 
Council; South Ayrshire 
Council; 

Celtic 
Connections 
(Homecoming) 16/01/2014 02/02/2014 

The festival will stage a one-off collaboration in an exciting new large scale venue in 
Glasgow. Featuring the best musical talent coming home to Scotland, the evening is sure to 
be unforgettable, and will be launched alongside the rest of the Celtic Connections 
programme later this year. 

Glasgow City Council; 

Big Burns 
Supper 
(Homecoming) 25/01/2014 27/01/2014 

Live from Dumfries, the home of the World’s Biggest Burns Night Celebration – presenting a 
light inspired carnival parade, featuring a cast of over 2,000 as they reignite the spirit of 
Homecoming in the Southern Capital on Burns Night through a massive creative 
performance project including an original soundtrack, giant puppetry and a host of colourful 
characters who are all looking to get home in time for the parade. 

Dumfries and Galloway 
Council; 

British Dance : 
Edition 2014 30/01/2014 02/02/2014 

Experience the best of Britain's professional dance artists. Between 30 January and 2 
February 2014, 350 UK and international dance programmers and presenters will be invited 
to attend performances, talks, seminars and events which showcase the best professional 
dance of all styles being made by dance artists from across the UK. 

City of Edinburgh Council; 
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Name Start Date End Date 

Description Local Authorities 

Scottish 
Diaspora 
Tapestry 01/02/2014 30/11/2014 

A nationwide programme of events to welcome the magnificent Scottish Diaspora Tapestry, 
created over the last two years by volunteers in 25 countries around the world, depicting the 
experiences of migrant Scots over the centuries. The 200+ embroidered panels will come 
together in February and tour the country until November, not to be missed! 

East Lothian Council; City of 
Edinburgh Council; Stirling 
Council; TBC; 

Glasgow Film 
Festival 01/02/2014 28/02/2014 

To mark Homecoming 2014, also the tenth year of our annual event, Glasgow Film Festival 
will present a dynamic new programme. Details coming soon. 

Glasgow City Council; 

Electric Glen 06/02/2014 16/02/2014 

‘Electric Glen’, is created, designed and installed by specialist events company, Culture 
Creative, that will take visitors on a magical after dark adventure around down deep into the 
glen, up to the waterfall and out around the boating pond. Night time adventurers exploring 
over 8 nights, not only enjoying the visual spectacle of the park but will be treated to 
mysterious soundscapes, playful visual art installations, a host of quirky performers bringing 
the park's historical characters to life all combined to tell the past, present and future of 
Rouken Glen whilst celebrating it's unique natural geological beauty. The 2014 event will 
explore the parks heritage with the commonwealth through the links of the Crumb family, 
their industrial past and all the previous uses of the park. 

East Renfrewshire Council; 

Scottish Gold 
(The Hunterian 
Special 
Exhibtion 
Programme) 14/02/2014 15/06/2014 

The Hunterian has two special exhibitions in 2014 which will have wide local, national and 
international appeal. 'Scottish Gold' takes place Feb - June 2014 and 'Mackintosh 
Architecture' July - Nov 2014. 

Glasgow City Council; 

Papay Gyro 
Nights 2014 Art 
Festival 15/02/2014 22/02/2014 

Papay Gyro Nights 2014 Art Festival is an international experimental film, video art, sound 
art and architecture festival holding place in unique settings of extreme remoteness of the 
island Papa Westray (aka Papay, or Papey in Meiri), and in the time of extreme winter 
weather conditions. The idea of the festival has originated from the ancient Papay tradition of 
The Night of The Gyros (or Gygr, Gryla, Grylur, Grøleks, Skeklers as its know in other Nordic 
countries), which till the beginning of 20s century was celebrated on the island in the first full 
moon of February. 

Orkney Islands Council; 

StAnza 2014 05/03/2014 09/03/2014 

StAnza 2014 will be looking at what ‘home’ means to poets in Scotland and beyond. The 
festival theme will be A Commonwealth of Poetry and there will be a focus on Poetry in 
Motion, all to celebrate through poetry the Commonwealth Games and Scotland’s cultural 
connections with the Commonwealth. 

Fife Council; 

Glasgow St. 
Patricks 
Festival 05/03/2014 17/03/2014 

A celebration of the city's rich Irish cultural fabric and the close connections between 
Scotland and Ireland. As part of Homecoming Scotland 2014, the Glasgow St. Patrick's 
Festival celebrates the city's rich Irish cultural fabric and the close connections between 
Scotland and Ireland. The 13-day festival incorporates lectures, panel discussions, live 
concerts, a gala dinner dance, come-and-try sessions, family fun days and multicultural 
activities. 

Glasgow City Council; 



17 
 

Name Start Date End Date 

Description Local Authorities 

Glasgow 
International 
Comedy 
Festival 
(Homecoming) 13/03/2014 29/03/2014 

For 18 rib-tickling days in March 2014, the twelfth Glasgow International Comedy Festival 
will present an exciting programme of the very best stand-up, comedy theatre, film, 
workshops and kids shows. To celebrate Homecoming Scotland 2014, the programme will 
feature a spectacular showcase of International comedy talent who will be returning to their 
Scottish roots for a laugh. 

Glasgow City Council; 

Kilomathon 
Scotland 2014 16/03/2014 16/03/2014 

Kilomathon Scotland takes place in Edinburgh run on the beautiful Edinburgh cycle path 
network. Runners can see the historic Royal Yacht Britannia, picturesque Victoria Park, 
enjoy tranquil cycle paths before a fantastic finish in front of the West Stand at Murrayfield 
Stadium. There are three Kilomathon distances to choose from. The 13.1k (for 16+) is an 
excellent distance for those looking to step-up from a 10k and training for a half/marathon, or 
looking for a bridging gap between a 10k & a half marathon. The 6.55k (for 15+) is an ideal 
step-up from a 5k, or as a stepping stone to the 10k distance. The 2.62k (for 6-14 ages) 
junior race is a fun race for kids and takes place in Murrayfield Stadium, the home of Scottish 
Rugby. 

East Lothian Council; 

Brass @ the 
Bard's 22/03/2014 22/03/2014 

Brass @ the Bard’s is an exciting junior brass band competition at the home of Robert 
Burns, in only its second year this event brings together up to 20 local junior brass bands to 
show off their burgeoning musical talents. Each band will perform a set containing a work 
celebrating Scottish music in honour of Burns. Come along and see the very best in junior 
brass band talent that Scotland in this family friendly competition and also hear inspirational 
adult players at the height of their careers. 

South Ayrshire Council; 

Tartan Day 
2014 28/03/2014 06/04/2014 

A programme of events centred around 6 April 2014 that celebrates Angus and Arbroath as 
a destination of historical significance - from the signing of the Declaration of Arbroath in 
1320. The overall programme will run from 28 March until 6 April with events building 
throughout the week to culminate in a weekend of festivities on the weekend of 6 April. 

Angus Council; 

Dumfries & 
Galloway Wild 
Spring Festival 29/03/2014 04/05/2014 

The 2014 Dumfries and Galloway Wild Spring Festival features more than 70 wildlife events, 
many free and most hosted by local wildlife guides. Set amidst beautiful unspoilt countryside, 
our festival is perfect for families and wildlife fans alike to discover this most surprising and 
naturally inspiring part of Scotland. From Frogs and Fishtails to Badgers and Buzzards and 
from Red Deer and Reptiles to Otters, Ospreys, Bats, Moths and the charismatic Red 
Squirrel, Dumfries and Galloway is teeming with wildlife in Spring. Events take place in the 
great outdoors at Dumfries & Galloway’s many woodlands, nature reserves, lochs and 
gardens. These include the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust’s Caerlaverock Wetlands Centre, 
and the RSPB’s Mersehead Reserve. At the heart of the 2013 Wild Spring Festival is the 
Galloway and Southern Ayrshire Biosphere, an area of fantastic landscapes and wildlife 
covering over 52000 square km of Galloway and Southern Ayrshire countryside. 

Dumfries and Galloway 
Council; 
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Name Start Date End Date 

Description Local Authorities 

Scotland's Best 
Outdoors 29/03/2014 30/03/2014 

Scotland’s Best Outdoors is an outdoors themed exhibition, held annually at the Aberdeen 
Exhibition and Conference Centre. 2014′s event will be held on the weekend of 29th/30th 
March 2014. The purpose of the exhibition is to generate awareness of our wonderful 
outdoors to the local community and visitors from afar. In doing so, we hope to create more 
business opportunities for local companies and encourage everyone to engage with the 
outdoors in Scotland. 

Aberdeen City Council; 

Glasgow 
International 
Festival of 
Visual Art (GI 
Homecoming) 04/04/2014 21/04/2014 

One of the UK’s boldest visual arts events showcases a range of artistic practices. Described 
by the Guardian as the 'UK’s best visual art festival', this celebrated 18-day event includes 
exhibitions by both international and local artists. For Homecoming Scotland 2014, Glasgow 
International Festival of Visual Art is developing plans for an exciting special commission, 
details of which will be announced shortly. Watch this space! 

Glasgow City Council; 

Inverness 
Whisky Festival 04/04/2014 05/04/2014 

A fun whisky tasting exhibition with distilleries from all over the country; with masterclasses, 
talks, live music, great food, and an alternative whisky tour of the city of Inverness. 

Highland Council; 

Edinburgh 
International 
Science 
Festival: 
GastroFest 05/04/2014 20/04/2014 

As part of Homecoming Scotland 2014 Edinburgh International Science Festival will be 
celebrating and showcasing Scottish produce and expertise in a brand new event – 
GastroFest. A mini-festival of science, food and flavour, bringing Scotland’s (and indeed the 
world’s) top chefs, mixologists, scientists, and sommeliers together across a weekend in 
April, adding a fascinating scientific dimension to the story of classic Scottish cuisine and 
fresh local produce. 

City of Edinburgh Council; 

Melrose 
Sevens 
(Homecoming) 11/04/2014 12/04/2014 

The Melrose Sevens is one of Scotland’s premier sporting events and the tournament 
remains the blue riband of sevens in Scotland and represents one of the region’s premier 
events. In 2012 the tournament won the Scottish Thistle Awards Best Sporting Event Award 
for the Central South East Region and keenly awaits the national final results in November. 
Staged the Friday before the main Sevens event the Melrose VETS takes the format of a 10-
a-side, 12 team tournament, and will involve as many teams as possible from outwith 
Scotland. Players are 35 years and over. 4 pools of 3 teams will play each other with the 
winners of each pool competing through semi-finals and a final. The Melrose VETS is a 
social rugby tournament (both on the pitch and off) attracting a wide audience that includes 
families and corporate groups united in their enjoyment of fast paced rugby action that 
features some of the rugby legends of yester-year. 

Scottish Borders Council; 
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Name Start Date End Date 

Description Local Authorities 

The Glenlivet 
10K Road Race 13/04/2014 13/04/2014 

Hailed as the ‘most beautiful run in Scotland’ based at the legendary Glenlivet Distillery – 
come and feel the spirit of the glen… A warm welcome awaits runners and joggers of all 
standards at the iconic Glenlivet Distillery set in the heart of the Cairngorms National Park. 
This beautiful 10km road race follows a sublime scenic route from the distillery around the 
secret glen with the babbling River Livet ever present and stunning views all around. Every 
runner gets a rapturous welcome back to the distillery finish and is rewarded with a well 
earned goody bag, event medal and a legendary Glenlivet dram miniature... The race is 
open to anyone over 16 years old and spectators are warmly welcomed with ample free car 
parking and lots to do at the distillery. The facilities and hospitality at the Glenlivet Distillery 
are sumptuous and the overwhelming support from the local community and the stunning 
views around the course ensures that this race stays long in the memory of all who take 
part… 

Highland Council; 

Bring It All 
Home 14/04/2014 20/04/2014 

Bring it All Home is an exciting new song writing festival for 2014 set in the heart of Paisley 
inspired by the legacy of Paisley born songwriter Gerry Rafferty. A celebration of song in all 
its various forms it will present world exclusive shows, home grown talent, master classes 
and intimate concerts in a historical town setting. 

Renfrewshire Council; 

John Muir 
Festival 14/04/2014 22/04/2014 

April 14 - 22, across Scotland. The John Muir Festival will celebrate the life and legacy of 
John Muir, a Scots born naturalist and founder of America’s national Parks, taking place 
along the length of the John Muir Trail, a new national pathway that stretches from Dunbar in 
the East to Helensburgh in the West. 

Argyl and Bute Council; East 
Dunbartonshire Council; 
East Lothian Council; City of 
Edinburgh Council; Falkirk 
Council; Glasgow City 
Council; North Lanarkshire 
Council; West 
Dunbartonshire Council; 
West Lothian Council; 

World Curling 
Championships 
Seniors and 
Mixed Doubles 22/04/2014 01/05/2014 

As part of the Homecoming year of 2014 Dumfries & Galloway Council is delighted to host 
the World Curling Championships in Senior & Mixed Doubles in the Region for the first time. 
The event will attract teams from across the world to our area which is steeped in the 
tradition of curling and has produced many of the top players from the sport since curling 
conception in 1541. 

Dumfries and Galloway 
Council; 

European 
Festival of 
Brass 26/04/2014 04/05/2014 

Europe’s biggest brass band festival will be staged in Scotland in 2014. The European 
Festival of Brass welcomes visitors and players from all over the continent. Featuring the 7th 
European Solo Championships, the European Youth Brass Band and the 2014 European 
Brass Band Championships. 

Perth and Kinross Council; 
TBC; 

Seasoned to 
Taste 26/04/2014 27/04/2014 

Celebrating Scottish Food & Drink and links to other international cultures. East Dunbartonshire 
Council; 



20 
 

Name Start Date End Date 

Description Local Authorities 

Dunvegan 
Castle Summer 
Exhibition 26/04/2014 26/10/2014 

Launching the Dunvegan Castle Summer Exhibition in April 2014 Jeannine Saba from 
Wherefore Art will juxtapose contemporary art within the settings of great national heritage. 
Dunvegan Castle & Gardens is the oldest continuously inhabited castle in Scotland and has 
been the ancestral home of the Chiefs of Clan MacLeod for 800 years.  

Highland Council; 

Scottish 
Association of 
Family History 
Societies 25th 
Annual 
Conference 26/04/2014 27/04/2014 

The fair is a major event in Scotland's genealogy and family history calendar. There will be 
over 70 stands with Family History Societies, Local History Groups, Genealogy Trade 
stands, booksellers etc. There will be an ongoing 'ask the experts' stand staffed by leading 
genealogists, to answer your problem questions. A series of lectures will cover topics 
including the Highland Clearances, Military History, Newspapers, Graveyards, and other 
subjects. The workshops will help with subjects such as palaeography, and there will be 
events of interest to children. The Delegates fee for the Conference will give full access to all 
lectures and workshops, refreshments on arrival, morning coffee, buffet lunch and tea and 
biscuits in the afternoon. Advance booking is essential for Delegates. The Family History 
Fair is open to all members of the public, and advance booking for the Family History Fair is 
not required. *All details subject to change. Please contact the event organiser for more 
information.* 

Fife Council; 

The 2014 
Scottish Malts 
Reliability 28/04/2014 02/05/2014 

Open to cars built before 31st December 1981, the “Malts” as it has come to be known has a 
successful format which includes driving tests, regularities and link sections. The ‘Malts’ has 
a tradition of sighting main controls and tests at stately homes, castles and distilleries. 

Perth and Kinross Council; 

Beltane Fire 
Festival 2014 30/04/2014 30/04/2014 

A spectacular pageant which honours Celtic heritage and marks the beginning of summer. 
As part of Homecoming Scotland 2014, Beltane Fire Festival fuses together drums, fire, 
dancing and revelry as we delight in the joining of the May Queen with the reborn Green 
Man. Honouring our Celtic ancestry and historic celebration of the seasons, this revival of a 
community pageant marks the beginning of summer and is performed each year by Beltane 
Fire Society. Performers enact the ritual story that sees the lighting of the sacred Bel Fire. 
The procession moves around the hill, with the May Queen at its head, accompanied by her 
White Women and the Processional Drummers whose distinctive beat gives its own power to 
the event. Once the chaotic Reds have joined us and the Green Man has been killed and 
reborn, the procession is complete but not yet finished. At last we all retire to the Bower to 
dance, eat and commemorate the changing of the Seasons as invited couples are 
handfasted by our May Queen. *All details subject to change. Please contact the event 
organiser for more information.* 

City of Edinburgh Council; 

TRADFEST 
Edinburgh / 
Dun Eideann 01/05/2014 11/05/2014 

This is an exciting new event for 2014, as the arts of tradition sparkle in Scotland’s capital. 
Music, song, dance, craft and story blend with the best of Scotland’s native produce, 
providing a feast of culture for all ages. TRADFEST will be grounded in authentic tradition 
but with a contemporary flair. Experience Edinburgh, the folk city. 

City of Edinburgh Council; 



21 
 

Name Start Date End Date 

Description Local Authorities 

Spirit of 
Speyside 
Whisky Festival 
– Come Home 
to Speyside 
2014 01/05/2014 05/05/2014 

Discover the passion behind the world's finest whiskies at the Spirit of Speyside Whisky 
Festival. In the year of Homecoming Scotland 2014 what better place to celebrate than in 
glorious Speyside during the whisky festival? Playing host to over 50 distilleries, Speyside is 
truly at the heart of Scotch Malt Whisky and will be hosting five magical days and over 300 
events. Themed on Whisky, Food, Music, the river Spey itself and Heritage & Culture, 
Speyside looks forward to welcoming whisky lovers, old and new, from across the world, 
who want to explore the traditions behind the unique Speyside Single Malt Whiskies and 
discover the passion behind them. Learn about what makes them special, how small 
differences in location can make a huge difference in taste, what Master Distillers do to make 
their whiskies unique and much more. There is plenty on offer to suit a range of tastes - from 
sipping single malts and rambling from distillery to distillery to watching wildlife, savouring 
the flavour of local food, getting to grips with challenging golf courses or dancing the night 
away at a local ceilidh. *All details subject to change. Please contact the event organiser for 
more information.* 

Moray Council; 

Whisky Month 01/05/2014 31/05/2014 

May, across Scotland. A month-long celebration of Scotland’s national drink with whisky 
festivals and events across the country form the Highlands to the Isles, the lowlands to 
Speyside, a packed programme of activity that will also showcase the very best of Scotland’s 
food and drink. 

Moray Council; TBC; 

Brew at the 
Bog 03/05/2014 03/05/2014 

One of Scotland's most exciting young festivals, Brew at the Bog champions BrewDog beer 
and the very best in up and coming indie, rock and alternative talent from across Scotland. 

Highland Council; 

Sadie McLellan 
Exhibition 03/05/2014 28/09/2014 

exhibition of life and work of Sadie McLellan, renowned stained-glass artist who lived locally. South Lanarkshire Council; 

Orkney Nature 
Festival 10/05/2014 18/05/2014 

The Outdoor Orkney Festival presents Orkney Whisky's Wild Side. Orkney’s exceptional 
whiskies are rooted in our heathery hills and pure lochs. “Orkney whisky’s wild side” offers 
you an experience that promises to be a highlight of Homecoming Scotland 2014 – we look 
forward to you joining us to toast the best wildlife and whisky that Scotland has to offer. 

Orkney Islands Council; 

Darnick Village 
Hall Concert 10/05/2014 10/05/2014 

A concert featuring as main guest the a capella group Craig;Morgan;Robson whose 
beguiling harmonies, singing songs from the British tradition and beyond are a must hear. 
Combining talent from Scotland and England their music is spine-tingling. 

Scottish Borders Council; 
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Name Start Date End Date 

Description Local Authorities 

Scottish Birdfair 10/05/2014 11/05/2014 

Interested in wildlife? Love the outdoors? There's fun for all the family at the Scottish Birdfair! 
As part of Homecoming Scotland 2014, you can get back to nature with the Scottish Birdfair, 
now in its third year. The event will take place over two days in marquees on the west lawn 
of the striking Hopetoun House, near Edinburgh, and caters for a range of tastes, from 
dedicated birders, to garden birdwatchers and families with an interest in wildlife. Throughout 
each day there will be a wide range of informative talks, fun-packed children's activities, 
guided walks and special workshops, as well as live music and dance. There will also be 
plenty to entertain the taste buds with excellent locally sourced foods, not to mention the 
opportunity to sample some of Scotland's finest whisky and beer. Join the thousands of 
visitors in shopping at over a hundred exhibitor stands - explore the latest birding technology, 
clothing, holidays, optics, literature, art and much more. The Scottish Birdfair is an RSPB-run 
event, with all proceeds raised supporting Scottish birds and wildlife.Children go FREE! *All 
details subject to change. Please contact the event organiser for more information.* 

West Lothian Council; 

Spirit of Stirling 
Whisky Festival 10/05/2014 10/05/2014 

The popular and hugely successful Spirit of Stirling Whisky Festival will return! The sell out 
event, will be held in Stirling's Albert Hall on 10th May 2014. Come and experience the best 
whiskies that Scotland has to offer, with over 30 distilleries/brands exhibiting on the day and 
an estimated 200 different whiskies available. 

Stirling Council; 

Loch Lomond 
Quilt Show 14/05/2014 18/05/2014 

As part of Homecoming Scotland this event is celebrating its tenth year with over 24 
exhibitions. The Loch Lomond Quilt Show is Scotland's largest annual textile event bringing 
visitors from all over the UK, Europe and the USA. The show celebrates the work of Scottish 
quiltmaking and brings exciting exhibitions and teachers to Scotland. Exhibitions include 
Contemporary Hungarian quilts, Edwina Mackinnon, Susan Briscoe and Japanese themed 
work and our unique 'Chinese Whispers' Challenge with over 20 groups taking part from the 
UK, USA and Europe. The contemporary, traditional and historic quilts exhibitions will be on 
display in local churches. The competitions for 2014 all have a sports theme to fit with the 
Commonwealth games,(themes announced in May 2013). A traders' area, workshops by 
leading teachers, demonstrations of dyeing and printing in Studio 2 and evening social 
events complete the line-up. *All details subject to change. Please contact the event 
organiser for more information.* 

West Dunbartonshire 
Council; 

Year of Ancient 
Ancestors 15/05/2014 25/10/2014 

As part of Homecoming 2014, Caithness Horizons will be launching the “Year of Ancient 
Ancestors” festival - a year-long programme to celebrate the unique Pictish and Norse 
heritage of the county of Caithness. 

Highland Council; 
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Name Start Date End Date 

Description Local Authorities 

Loch Fyne 
Food Fair 17/05/2014 18/05/2014 

Located in the fields next door to the famous Loch Fyne Oyster Bar in Argyll, the annual 
Loch Fyne Food Fair is a feast of culinary delights from the West Coast and beyond. 
Alongside Loch Fyne Oysters own seafood stands, stalls will include Food from Argyll 
producers, Winston Churchill Venison, Crystals Shortbread, Home Ground Coffee and Fyne 
Preserves. The food tent will also feature other select Scottish producers such as Great Glen 
Game, Isabellas Preserves, Caramiche Chocolates and Spencerfield spirits. To wash 
everything down, visitors can sample local ales supplied by Fyne Ales and an array of 
specially selected wines from Europe and beyond. To add to the festival atmosphere there 
will be live music on both days along with a Craft tent and a range of children’s entertainment 
keeping the whole family happy. 

Highland Council; 

World Whisky 
Day 2014 17/05/2014 17/05/2014 

World Whisky Day is a day of global celebration for whisky. World Whisky Day 2014 will be 
the 3rd annual celebration. For 2014 the organisers hope to host their own event for the first 
time alongside all the other events happening throughout the world. As World Whisky Day 
2014 lands on 3rd weekend in May it is just after the Spirit of Speyside Festival and just 
before the Islay Whisky and Music Festival. 

City of Edinburgh Council; 
TBC; 

Gordon Castle 
Highland 
Games and 
Country Fair 18/05/2014 18/05/2014 

A day long celebration for visitors young and old from near and far of traditional sporting 
events, country sports, children’s entertainment, music, dance and song. Extensive food and 
drink options and a wide range of retail outlets complete the day’s enjoyment. Gordon Castle 
is the spiritual home of the house of Gordon and dates back to the 1470's. Gordon’s from all 
over the world can enjoy the event and at the same time see the historic grounds and 
exterior of the buildings. 

Moray Council; 

National Parks 
John Muir 
Conference 
"The Future of 
National Parks" 18/05/2014 21/05/2014 

John Muir National Parks Conference – will take place in May 2014 and will be developed 
throughout 2013. On the 100th anniversary of John Muir in 2014 to hold a conference that 
examines the issues for National Parks for the 21st century. In 1882 John Muir founded the 
first National Park, now 130 years later there are over 2000 National Parks worldwide. It 
seems appropriate with Scotland’s emerging Parks, 2014 being the year of homecoming and 
John Muir being a Scot, to hold a conference focusing on the new thinking in National Park 
management and the issues facing National Parks.  Themes to be explored under National 
Parks for the 21st century will include: § Who are National Parks for? § Management of 
National Parks § Development Issues within National Parks § National Parks role in world 
wide move to ever more urbanisation The conference will have eminent international and UK 
speakers from the fields of National Parks, politics and conservation bodies to stimulate 
debate through thought provoking and innovative thinking. The audiences for the 
conferences will be Scotland, UK and international, professionals working in National Parks, 
protected areas, conservation bodies, local authorities and commercial sector. The 
conference presents an opportunity to featuring innovation in private sector support and the 
opportunity to attract new investment by inviting industry representatives 

Perth and Kinross Council; 
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Name Start Date End Date 

Description Local Authorities 

Perth Festival 
of the Arts 22/05/2014 01/06/2014 

Now in its 43rd year Perth Festival takes place annually at the end of May. It includes 
classical music, opera, drama, rock music, jazz and visual arts. The 2014 programme will 
feature English Touring Opera and The Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra with much more to 
be announced. 

Perth and Kinross Council; 

Strichen 
Festival 22/05/2014 25/05/2014 

Strichen Festival is celebration of all things traditional in Buchan (East Aberdeenshire) and 
Aberdeenshire generally. Music, Song, Story, Verse and Dance. You are very welcome to 
come and just listen or enter into the spirit of the festival by taking part. If you enjoy dancing, 
tell stories, sing traditional material, recite Doric verse or play any instrument then there will 
be something for everyone over the weekend. 

Aberdeenshire Council; 

Coast Arts 
Festival 23/05/2014 25/05/2014 

Coast Festival is an annual weekend-long arts festival held in the harbour towns of Banff and 
Macduff in North East Scotland. The festival encompasses a wide variety of activity from art 
workshops, competitions, exhibitions, talks, theatre, music and opportunities to meet 
professional artists working in a range of media and environments so everyone - even those 
who rarely get a chance to do such things - can enjoy them. We provide a place for 
community groups to get involved and do their own thing, and create artist commissions and 
events to support the cultural life of our area. 

Aberdeenshire Council; 

feis ile 23/05/2014 01/06/2014 

Our aim is to give our audiences a flavour of island life, Gaelic heritage and our friendly 
hospitality. 

Argyl and Bute Council; 

TweedLove 
Bike Festival 
2014 24/05/2014 08/06/2014 

TweedLove is the UK's fastest growing cycling festival, held every year in the beautiful 
Tweed Valley. With the country’s best purpose-built mountain bike facilities, and an amazing 
network of historic paths and quiet country roads, the area is the perfect stage for cycling. 
For 2014 we are excited to introduce a major new international mountain bike race, with fun 
and cool nostalgia, at the Tweed Ride family event. 

Scottish Borders Council; 

Sanday Soulka 
in May 24/05/2014 26/05/2014 

A long weekend celebrating all aspects of island life. Highlights of the May Soulka include a 
Folk Festival ceilidh on opening night, and a 4-hour chartered ferry trip from Sanday to the 
east side of Stronsay and around Auskerry. 

Orkney Islands Council; 

Spring Fling PP 24/05/2014 26/05/2014 

Spring Fling, one of the UK most successful open studio events, runs over the late May bank 
holiday weekend and spans the whole of Dumfries and Galloway. Almost 100 professional 
artists and makers open their studios free of charge giving the public a unique opportunity to 
see behind the scenes. 

Dumfries and Galloway 
Council; 

Strathyre Music 
Festival 24/05/2014 25/05/2014 

Music Festival Featuring top Folk Artists and bands from Scotland and beyond And also 
featuring the popular Strathyre Village Traditional Market Place with local produce Arts and 
Crafts with Story telling. The Festival will again provide the very popular Music Workshops. 

Stirling Council; 

Northern Roots 
Festival 30/05/2014 01/06/2014 

Bruce MacGregor of Blazin' Fiddles and BBC Radio Scotland fame brings together the best 
of folk, roots and world music for a weekend of gigs, sessions and good craic. 

Highland Council; 
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Description Local Authorities 

The 5th Haal 
Folk Festival 30/05/2014 01/06/2014 

This will be the 5th Festival of Folk Music that has been organised by Folk at The Salmon 
Bothy. We hope to provide a base of NE Traditional Music and Song, alongside a variety of 
music from other cultures. In the past we have had performers of the calibre of Martin 
Carthy, Fidil, Rothfield Carrs, Cathal McConnell and Duncan Wood, Eleanor McEvoy to 
name but a few, from US, Ireland and England. We hope to continue this top class theme 
and also bring some 'folk home' in 2014. 

Aberdeenshire Council; 

British Pipe 
Band 
Championship 
& West Lothian 
Highland 
Games 31/05/2014 31/05/2014 

Enjoy the spectacle of three and half thousand pipers and drummers at their very best!! This 
prestigious national event will be taking place in Bathgate for the next 3 years following a 
successful bid by West Lothian Highland Games Association. On Saturday 31st May, 
Bathgate’s Meadow Park will welcome over 140 of Britain’s top pipe bands for what 
promises to be a great day out for all the family and a day to remember. Refreshments, stalls 
& children’s entertainment will be on-site. 

West Lothian Council; 

Return to the 
Ridings 01/06/2014 30/08/2014 

The “Return to the Ridings” is a celebration of the riding of the boundaries that has taken 
place for centuries with 11 towns in the Scottish Borders using horses for the traditional ride 
out. The festivals surrounding these ride outs are steeped in tradition and celebrate borders 
history, music and song, parades and concerts culminating in the whole town celebrating the 
‘Riding’. 

Scottish Borders Council; 

Glasgay! 01/06/2014 31/10/2014 

Scotland's annual celebration of LGBT culture. A mixed programme of commissioned works, 
plus drama, comedy, music, film and visual arts. 

Glasgow City Council; 

Moonwalk 
Scotland 01/06/2014 01/07/2014 

The Moonwalk Scotland is an iconic night-time fundraising event, organised by grant-making 
breast cancer charity Walk the Walk. Women, men and children unite, coming from all over 
the world, to Power Walk through the streets of Edinburgh at Midnight, raising money and 
awareness for breast cancer. Those aged 13 and over wear the charity’s trademark brightly 
decorated bras. Since it started in 2006, The Moonwalk Scotland has raised a staggering 
£16 million, with most of the money staying in Scotland, to help improve the lives of people 
with cancer. There’s a Power Walking distance for everyone – those aged 10 and over can 
sign up for the New Moon, a 6.55 mile Quarter Marathon. There’s the Half Moon (13.1 miles) 
and the Full Moon (26.2 miles). And those wanting the ultimate challenge can take on the 
52.4 miles Over the Moon, do be done in under 14 hours! 

City of Edinburgh Council; 

Summer Nights 01/06/2014 31/07/2014 

‘Summer Nights’ is the series of concerts that the Scottish Chamber Orchestra, one of the 
world’s greatest orchestras and one of Scotland’s national treasures, stage each year across 
Scotland. The SCO has been bringing world-class live performances of classical music to 
local communities across the length and breadth of the country since 1979. The Orchestra 
normally begins touring in the South of Scotland, before making journeys to the Highlands 
and Islands, Tayside and the Central Belt. People from as far afield as Thurso, Kirkcudbright, 
Portree and Duns, just to name a few, get the opportunity to experience inspiring 
performances from world-class musicians. Concert venues could be anything from a 
community hall to a castle! 

Dumfries and Galloway 
Council; City of Edinburgh 
Council; Highland Council; 
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Description Local Authorities 

The Shetland 
Classic Motor 
Show & Tours 05/06/2014 10/06/2014 

Britain’s most northerly (and many say best) classic motor show in Scotland featuring 
approximately 150 classic cars, 130 motorcycles, 30 commercial vehicles, working stationary 
engines, tractors and agricultural equipment, historic cycles, models, etc. Visitors are 
encouraged to explore and enjoy the history, culture, nature, dramatic scenery, and 
outstanding hospitality of the Shetland Islands. The excellent facilities of Clickimin Leisure 
Complex on the outskirts of Lerwick provides a splendid venue with four halls and extensive 
outside area to display the treasure trove of magnificent vehicles and machinery. Shetland 
Classic Motor Show is organised jointly by The Shetland Classic Car Club and the Shetland 
Classic Motorcycle Club with the services of over 140 local volunteers and enthusiasts. 

Shetland Islands Council; 

The Official 
Scottish Motor 
Show 06/06/2014 08/07/2014 

The official Scottish Motor Show featuring the launch of new car models, stunt 
entertainment, road safety and eco green driving zones and entertainment for all the family. 

Fife Council; 

Linlithgow Civic 
Festival 07/06/2014 23/06/2014 

The Civic Festival celebrations focus around the Linlithgow Marches and includes a wide 
calendar of events such as dances, ceilidhs, sport and musical sessions which will build up 
to the final concert. The additional Family Heritage event is to welcome and inform the 
returning “trades people” families and these families will be included in the Riding of the 
Marches. The festival also embraces the traditional Town Gala Day which is on the last 
Saturday of the festival. The festival accumulates with a headline evening concert and laser 
and light show. 

West Lothian Council; 

Bathgate 
Procession and 
John Newland 
Festival 07/06/2014 07/06/2014 

This event takes place on the first Saturday of June each year. Started in 1844, the Bathgate 
and John Newland Festival is a true celebration of Bathgate’s history! The event was started 
by the trustees of the Old Bathgate Academy in 1844 to commemorate the school’s 
founding. The procession began as a Founder’s Day Parade on April 17th, 1844, in 
remembrance of John Newland’s contribution to the building of Bathgate Academy. The 
day’s activities include a Historical Pageant commemorating the marriage of Princess 
Marjory to Walter, Lord High Steward of Scotland. The event also celebrates John Newland 
who left money for the people of Bathgate. This is a fantastic historic event! 

West Lothian Council; 

Scottish Open 
Volleyball 
Tournament 07/06/2014 08/06/2014 

The Scottish Open Volleyball Tournament is the largest annual volleyball tournament in 
Great Britain and attracts over 1000 players from around the world and this year’s event will 
take place on the weekend of the 7th and 8th of June 2014. It is for all standards of player 
from recreational, district league and national league level who play on our 36 outside courts 
on the North Inch, a large parkland setting in the centre of Perth. However, there are the 
Divisions of Honour for world class players who compete in the adjacent Bells Sports Centre 
on 5 championship standard indoor courts. 

Perth and Kinross Council; 

Shotts Highland 
Games 07/06/2014 07/06/2014 

Major traditional Highland Games event which started in 1950, attracting approximately 2000 
people featuring pipe band and highland dancing championships and athletics. Chieftains 
parade and traditional heavy events requiring strength, control and expertise include tossing 
the caber and throwing the scots hammer 

North Lanarkshire Council; 
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Name Start Date End Date 

Description Local Authorities 

West End 
Festival 08/06/2014 29/06/2014 

WEF is Glasgow's largest community festival with over 400 events in 80 venues, featuring 
over 100 organisations and 2,500 performers. The big public events such as the Opening 
Parade in Byres Road and the Gibson Street Gala attract huge crowds to the parks and 
streets of the west end. A diverse programme of theatre, classical and choral music, folk and 
rock music, talks, guided walks, children's authors, film and comedy make up one of the 
largest cultural events in Scotland. Many events are free and organisations use the Festival 
as a platform to showcase the breadth of the creative community based in Glasgow. 
Founded in 1996, WEF has inspired other events such as the Glasgow Mela, the Bard in the 
Botanics, Paintings on Railings, the Cottier Chamber Project and the Partick Farmers 
Markets. Since then, one million people have attended events, and over 500 organisations 
have taken part. 

Glasgow City Council; 

The 1000 Mile 
Trial (Scottish 
Leg) 11/06/2014 19/06/2014 

A prestigious event exclusively for pre-war cars. In commemoration of the first ever 
motorsport event to take place in Great Britain, 75 Vintage cars will complete 1000 Miles in 7 
days. Starting from London, the cars will travel to Edinburgh, where the crews will dine on 
board the Royal Yacht Britannia, before continuing through the Scottish borders the following 
day. 

East Lothian Council; 

Borders Book 
Festival 12/06/2014 15/06/2014 

One of Scotland’s finest Book Festival’s situated in the beautiful Harmony Gardens in 
Melrose. Previous authors include Michael Parkinson, Kirsty Wark, Ian Rankin, William 
Boyd. 

Scottish Borders Council; 

British 
Superbikes 
Knockhill 40th 
Anniversary 
Round 13/06/2014 15/06/2014 

The return of the largest and most competitive motor bike racing championship in the UK, 
the MCE British Superbikes, televised live on Eurosport. The event will be branded and have 
content to celebrate 40 years of bike sport at Knockhill, Scotlands National Motor Sport 
Centre. 

Fife Council; 

FyneFest 13/06/2014 15/06/2014 

Promoting the best in Scottish food & drink brought to the festival by Fyne Ales and Food 
from Argyll. 

Argyl and Bute Council; 

Monsterfest 14/06/2014 22/06/2014 

9 days of events celebrating the fascination, relevance and sheer FUN of science and 
technology. Monsterfest has something for everyone, whether you're a science professional, 
a complete beginner, or somewhere in between. Past events have included everything from 
lectures with big names such as Richard Dawkins, Iain Stewart, Richard Wiseman and 
Aubrey Manning, to the amazing range of hands-on activities at our ever-popular Monster 
Family Day. And we offer a Schools Programme too. For details of past events and of the 
2014 programme (when available), please see www.monsterfest.co.uk. 

Highland Council; 

Royal Highland 
Show 19/06/2014 22/06/2014 

For four days each year, the countryside comes to Edinburgh to provide a stimulating and 
engaging insight into Scotland’s food & farming sector. With over 5,000 animals, a bountiful 
food hall, crafts, renewables, forestry, agricultural machinery and motor zones, plus a 
Homecoming marquee showcasing Scotland’s contribution to the rest of the world. 

City of Edinburgh Council; 
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St Magnus 
Festival 19/06/2014 27/06/2014 

This prestigious festival is renowned for its unique blend of world-class performance and 
community participation against the stunning backdrop of Orkney in midsummer. In 2014 the 
programme centres around 'Home is where the Heart is' with a week-long festival of music, 
dance, drama and the arts. 

Orkney Islands Council; 

2014 Clan 
Lachlan 
Gathering and 
Strathlachlan 
Festival 20/06/2014 22/06/2014 

The 2014 Clan Lachan International Gathering and Strathlachlan Community Festival is for 
visitors from near and far, as well as the local community. It is a 3 day event encapsulating 
the theme of ‘A Local to Global Community Experience’. The event will include local cultural 
activities, including shinty demonstrations, sheepdog trial demonstrations and community 
music (local pipe bands and highland dancing). There will be a wide range of stalls with 
locally produced food, artisanal crafts providing workshops, displays, tastings (whisky & 
wine) with the opportunity to buy locally-produced items. This event will also be part of a 
celebration of the conservation works currently happening at Old Castle Lachlan. This will 
incorporate presentations on local history, historical walks and guided tours to see the Old 
Castle; all these events will be for both individuals and families. 

Argyl and Bute Council; 

Bon Accord 
Steam Fair at 
Castle Fraser 21/06/2014 22/06/2014 

Scotland's largest steam event, with 40 steam driven vehicles dating from 1898-1933, plus 
180 tractors, 120 classic & vintage cars, stationary engines, miniature steam engines, 
working threshing mill, commercial vehicles - over 400 entries in all. Family entertainment 
with puppet show, racing pigs, terriers & ferrets, Mr. Arbuthnot's cabinet of curiosities, 
Granite City Brass Band, Kintore Pipe Band. Trophies in all classes. 

Aberdeenshire Council; 

Deans Scottish 
Clans Golf 
World 
Championships 22/06/2014 27/06/2014 

As part of Homecoming Scotland 2014 players of Scottish ancestry can compete at 
Gleneagles. The event dates are Sunday 22nd June – Friday 27th June Registration on 
Sunday 22nd. Playing days 23rd, 24th, 26th and 27th June The Dean's Scottish Clans Golf 
World Championships are open to golfers from around the world who have ancestral links to 
Scotland through their past - immediate ex pats or 1st, 2nd, 3rd, generation Scots living 
abroad. Enter under your clan name and compete for the title of Dean's Scottish Clans Golf 
World Champion over four rounds of golf. In addition to the golf, the event will provide 
expertise in genealogy and clans to allow you the opportunity to research your ancestry and 
learn more about the Scottish clan culture. This exciting event will also showcase Scotland's 
culture and heritage with entertainment including pipe bands, Scottish country dancing, 
ceilidhs, Scottish folk music, Highland games and trips to Scotland's best attractions. During 
the championships there will also be the opportunity to dine on Scottish food and drink such 
as haggis and whisky".  Please contact the event organiser for more information” please add 
in our company name “Platinum Golf Scotland” then www.platinumgolfscotland.com and 
finally enquiries@platinumgolfscotland.com 

Perth and Kinross Council; 
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Edinburgh 
Marathon 
Festival 2014 24/06/2014 25/06/2014 

The Edinburgh Marathon Festival (EMF) takes place on Saturday 24 and Sunday 25 May, 
2014 (UK Spring Bank Holiday). EMF is Scotland’s largest running festival and the UK’s 
second biggest marathon. The course was voted the fastest marathon in the UK and 
Edinburgh the second best city in the UK for runners- so it’s fast, picturesque and flat making 
it a must-do for runners, fundraisers and anyone looking to set a PB! The marathon sells out 
every year and the half marathon sold out in 2013! With 100,000 spectators, 30,000 runners 
and a choice of 8 races, EMF 2014 has something for all ages and abilities. On Saturday 24 
you can run the 5k, 10k, and two Junior Races and on Sunday 25 the Half Marathon, 
Marathon Team Relay and of course the renowned Edinburgh Marathon (first race in 
Scotland to be IAAF accredited making it a pivotal part of the running calendar). 

City of Edinburgh Council; 

Hopetoun Town 
and Country 
Fair 
(Homecoming) 26/06/2014 29/06/2014 

Dates TBC: Summer 2014 The Hopetoun Town and Country Fair offers visitors international 
sporting excellence, live entertainment, Scottish fine foods and country pursuits all set in the 
stunning grounds of Hopetoun House and Estate near Edinburgh. Featuring the Hopetoun 
International Horse Trials and the Commonwealth Cup, this event captures the very essence 
of contemporary Scotland alongside some of the country's finest international equestrian 
personalities. 

West Lothian Council; 

East Neuk 
Festival 27/06/2014 07/07/2014 

East Neuk Festival celebrates its 10th birthday with 10-days of music, literature, family 
events and art: its biggest ever programme. The festival will reach out to the world as 
international artists of many nations gather in this beautiful coastal spot bringing music, 
family activities, writing and ideas, opera and installations. 

Fife Council; 

Scottish 
Traditional Boat 
Festival 
(Homecoming) 27/06/2014 29/06/2014 

Aberdeen Asset Management Scottish Traditional Boat Festival Don’t just come home, sail 
home! Don’t miss the 21st Festival with beautiful boats, fascinating crafts, non-stop music, 
song and dance, and delicious food and drink. We’ll also be celebrating the opening of The 
Boatshed – an incredible facility dedicated to the craft of traditional Scottish boat building. 

Aberdeenshire Council; 

Edinburgh 
International 
Magic Festival 28/06/2014 05/07/2014 

Edinburgh International Magic Festival is one of the fastest growing festivals in Edinburgh 
and the only event of its kind in the UK, giving an audience the opportunity to enjoy a breath-
taking spectacle of the finest acts in Magic. 

City of Edinburgh Council; 

Sanday Soulka 
in June 28/06/2014 30/07/2014 

A long weekend celebrating all aspects of island life. Highlights of the JUne Soulka include 
guided visit to the Lighthouse and a visit from the young musicians on our next-door island: 
Stronsay Silver Darlings 

Orkney Islands Council; 

Bannockburn 
Live 28/06/2014 30/06/2014 

Bannockburn Live will be an inclusive, engaging event, representing the best contemporary 
Scotland has to offer through an exploration of the past from the standpoint of a distinctively 
21st century perspective. Over three days, thousands of people will come to the site of the 
Battle of Bannockburn and experience an event like no other - a unique take on this turning 
point in Scotland’s history. From a battle re-enactment to some of the country’s best known 
artists exploring what it really meant and what it still means, through music, theatre, literature 
and performance - a truly inclusive event, bringing history to life in through a once in a 
lifetime experience. 

Stirling Council; 
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The Global 
Migrations of 
the Scottish 
People since 
c.1600 04/07/2014 06/07/2014 

This event focuses on key aspects of the great emigrations of the Scottish people over the 
last four centuries or so together with their impact on societies worldwide and also on the 
homeland itself. Never before have the best historians in the field from across the globe 
been brought together to explore, describe and discuss Scotland's diaspora. State of the art 
research will be presented in an accessible fashion. The conference is specifically designed 
to have broad appeal to the general public. It will be of special interest to members of the 
diaspora, family historians, Scots with kinfolk overseas and anyone interested by this 
fascinating story. As a result of the generous support of the Scottish Government the 
organisers are able to offer complimentary light refreshments, lunch and evening receptions 
to all attendees throughout.  This is certain to be a very popular event and early free booking 
is recommended. . 

City of Edinburgh Council; 

Eyemouth 
Herring Queen 
Festival 05/07/2014 12/07/2014 

Eyemouth Herring Queen Festival is an annual event where the town’s people crown their 
queen (a girl from the 3rd year at high school) She represents the town at different festivals 
and events in the town and surrounding area. The festivals objective is to bring families 
together to have fun. It has many traditions and symbols the main one being that the queen 
arrives for her crowning by sea and is welcomed into our harbour by the pipe band play on 
the quayside and waving crowds. This year is our 70th crowning and every decade we make 
a special effort to reunite all the past queens in our celebrations. 

Scottish Borders Council; 

Shetland 
Nature Festival 05/07/2014 11/07/2014 

Shetland Nature Festival is a week long celebration of Shetland's unique natural heritage, 
with a range of events throughout the islands including nature walks, craft activities, family 
days, talks and much more. 2014 will be the 7th annual festival, which will once again be 
teaming up with Geopark Shetland for European Geoparks Week, a Europe-wide festival 
aimed at raising public awareness of geoconservation and promoting geological heritage 
through a range of activities and events. 

Shetland Islands Council; 

Commonwealth 
Youth Dance 
Festival 2014 
PP 10/07/2014 12/07/2014 

YDance (Scottish Youth Dance) is planning a programme of international youth dance 
events in celebration of the Commonwealth Games in 2014. Alongside two participation 
projects – one national across Scotland and one aimed at young people in the Glasgow 
area, YDance will produce a three-day Festival of Youth Dance from across the 
Commonwealth at the Tramway Theatre in Glasgow in July 2014. 

Glasgow City Council; 

Stonehaven 
Folk Festival 10/07/2014 13/07/2014 

An annual Festival of Traditional and Contemporary Music and song showcasing some of 
the best in Scottish and International talent. Stonehaven Folk Festival is one of the main folk 
music festivals in Scotland and 2014 will be the 26th year. The festival is centred around 
evening Concerts in the Town Hall featuring a mix of established international artists and up 
and coming musicians and singers. There are also many fringe events throughout the 
weekend. Events include Ceilidhs, Workshops, Sessions, Singarounds and Family events. 
There is also a Tradition Bearers Concert highlighting the rich singing tradition of Scotland 
and the British Isles. On the lighter side, the Festival also hosts the World Paper’n’Comb 
Championships and the unique Aqua Ceilidh in the outdoor Art Deco swimming pool. 

Aberdeenshire Council; 
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Dunfermline 
Bruce Festival 12/07/2014 13/07/2014 

Come and join us at the Bruce Festival 2014 and go on a journey through time linking 
Dunfermline, the Ancient Capital of Scotland, birthplace of Kings and Queens, Robert the 
Bruce and Bannockburn in an exciting series of events across Dunfermline’s Heritage 
Quarter, the High Street and Pittencrieff Park. 

Fife Council; 

International 
Tartan Festival 12/07/2014 14/07/2014 

Our team in Glasgow are working on putting together the biggest display of Tartan from 
around the world! Throughout the event there will be an area designated for learning 
workshops, and an International Tartan Catwalk show showcasing Traditional and new 
contributions to Tartan Fashion trends from different parts of the world. The Tartan Expert 
Area - will be set up for specialists and audiences to interact with each other . This will be in 
an exhibition format made up of all things Tartan including Clothing, Arts & Crafts , 
Accessories and Giftware. Scottish Musicians will also be entertaining and attracting the 
crowd throughout the festival. 

Glasgow City Council; 

Hebridean 
Celtic Festival 16/07/2014 19/07/2014 

This award winning music festival is set against the rich cultural heritage of the Outer 
Hebrides. Known for its truly special atmosphere, generated by a loyal audience who travel 
home from across the world, its simply one of the most stunning festival locations in the 
world. HebCelt is renowned for its truly special party atmosphere that radiates from its 
epicentre in the Castle Grounds to our outermost communities capturing the hearts and 
minds of all it touches. During Homecoming Scotland 2014, you can expect intimate concerts 
from a wide variety of local and international artists in far flung communities around Lewis 
and Harris that compliment the main arena supershows which take place against the back 
drop of Stornoway's Lews Castle. Regarded by critics, performers and festival-goers as one 
of the top Celtic music festivals in Europe, HebCelt emerged victorious as Best Large 
Festival at the industry-sponsored Scottish Event Awards 2011. 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar; 

Awl Scottish 
National 
BardBQ 18/07/2014 20/07/2014 

An outdoor event for awl the family. An open air occasion on which to remember the life & 
death of Robert Burns. A family BardBQ. Robert Burns was a great poet but he was also a 
family man, something which we forget when we celebrate Burns Nicht. It’s time to get 
outdoors with our families and celebrate the 39 years of his life on the anniversary of his 
death. New Cumnock stands at the top of the Nith Valley and has the honour of homing 
sweet Afton Water. We want to light up the length of the Nith Valley on the 21st of July but 
this begins with AWL New Cumnock in the open air watching one beacon on a weekend of 
BardBQ’s. 

East Ayrshire Council; 

Southern Fried 
Festival 18/07/2014 20/07/2014 

Perth serves up the seventh annual Southern Fried Festival of American roots music. 
Covering all the Americana music bases including blues, country, gospel, swing and soul; 
international stars and home grown talent combine for a super-sized serving of the best in 
American roots topped with a warm slice of Scottish hospitality! 

Perth and Kinross Council; 
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Inverness 
Highland 
Games 19/07/2014 19/07/2014 

Founded in 1822 and staged on the banks of the River Ness in the world's oldest Highland 
Games Stadium. The Inverness Highland Games is one of the premier Highland Games on 
the International circuit and features everything you would expect at a world class Highland 
Games and a whole lot more including an exhibition by the Highland Clans. 

Highland Council; 

Loch Lomond 
Highland 
Games 19/07/2014 19/07/2014 

Traditional Highland Games : Highland Dancing Track & Cycling Events Wrestling Pipe 
Bands Heavy Events Solo Piping Triathlon. SHGA World Heavyweight Championship 

West Dunbartonshire 
Council; 

MacPhersons 
Rant 20/07/2014 26/07/2014 

Combining the best in Celtic roots music to create startling new versions of classic folk songs 
such as; Ye Jacobites, Twa Recruiting Sergeants, Ye Banks and Braes and The Roving 
Journeyman. The musical had its amateur premiere in October 2009 in as part of Scotland's 
Homecoming Year. In July 2014 a lavish professional production will form part of the 
Homecoming Celebration. The show will be filmed for a documentary and concert and will 
feature a talent search for the cast in: Glasgow, Edinburgh, Perth, Dundee, Inverness and 
Aberdeen. This will take place from January 2014 through to final casting in March. The story 
takes place in Banff-shire in the late 17th Century and is set against the backdrop of the 
Jacobite Rebellion in Scotland. It tells the story of James MacPherson who was hung in 
Banff and who smashed his fiddle on the gallows tree in a final act of defiance before he 
sung MacPherson Lament a well known and much loved song. "It was by a woman's 
treacherous hand, than I was condemned tae dee" 

City of Edinburgh Council; 

The Wickerman 
Music Festival 25/07/2014 26/07/2014 

Celebrate Homecoming Scotland 2014 by attending Wickerman – one of Scotland’s best 
loved independent music festivals. Featuring an eclectic mix of leading artists, alternative 
acts and up and coming talent, this two day summer party is an unmissable event for music 
lovers. 

Dumfries and Galloway 
Council; 

Aberdeen 
International 
Youth Festival 25/07/2014 02/08/2014 

The festival showcases over 1000 talented young International and Scottish performers. 
Aberdeen International Youth Festival (AIYF) is an annual cross-artform festival which 
showcases some of the most talented young performers from across the world. As part of 
Homecoming Scotland 2014, they will appear in over 100 performances across 50 venues in 
Aberdeen and the North-east. 

Aberdeen City Council; 
Aberdeenshire Council; 
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10th Clan 
Munro 
International 
Gathering 26/07/2014 27/07/2014 

The Munros/Monroes invite you to share theirs, whatever your name. At this long established 
friendly event, enjoy historic Highland settings, the tartan, traditional and modern Scottish 
music, local food and drink, and an exciting programme of activities. A Clan Gathering is a 
unique experience. It brings together all that makes a visit to the Scottish Highlands so 
memorable. The traditional and popular Scottish music and dancing has something for 
everyone. The event has a clan (which means) family feel that comes from the ancestral ties 
linking those of Scots descent worldwide. The optional two day programme includes, as well 
as music, historic re-enactments, displays like tossing the caber, an exhibition and chance to 
savour local food and drink, and children’s sports. You can take a guided hill walk on the 
scenic local "Ben"; visit Historic Scotland's Fort George and its newly reopened military 
museum; and join in a grand dinner with entertainment and dancing. The Munros/Monroes 
have been doing it for over half a century at their castle in the heart of the Highlands. Above 
all our Gathering is fun! Young or old, Munro or not, Scottish or not, you will love the show of 
tartan and traditional dress in the clan's ancient castle. *All details subject to change. Please 
contact the event organiser for more information.* 

Highland Council; 

Golspie Gala 
Week 26/07/2014 02/08/2014 

Golspie Gala Week has been the Homecoming event for many expats since 1973, We 
celebrated our 40th Anniversary in 2013 and had over 3000 people visit the village for the 
Gala then. 

Highland Council; 

Aboyne 
Highland 
Games 02/08/2014 02/08/2014 

To make our Traditional Highland Games, with over 90 events including Heavies, Track 
events, Piping and Dancing, even more special for Homecoming year we hope to attract 
north-east clansmen from across the globe back to their native land. This coupled with a 
celebratory event to mark the significance of our native athlete and founder member Donald 
Dinnie. 

Aberdeenshire Council; 

PWF Callanish 
Stones 
Marathon 02/08/2014 02/08/2014 

Taking place at the beautiful and historic Callanish stones get your running gear on for this 
Marathon, 10k and fun-run on the Isle of Lewis. Everyone is welcome to participate and it’s 
hoped Hebrideans will return home for this one-off event. 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar; 

Turriff Show 03/08/2014 04/08/2014 

As part of Homecoming Scotland 2014 and to celebrate Turriff Show’s 150th Anniversary a 
number, of special attractions will feature at Scotland’s largest two day agricultural show, 
including a homecoming hospitality marquee for overseas visitors, a pre-Show ceilidh and an 
action packed Show with first class ringside entertainment. 

Aberdeenshire Council; 

162nd Bridge of 
Allan Highland 
Games 03/08/2014 03/08/2014 

Athletics, cycling, heavyweights, Highland dancing, pipe bands, wrestling and a mass pipe 
band finale in the shadows of Stirling Castle and the National Wallace Monument. 

Stirling Council; 

Shetland Fiddle 
Frenzy 2014 03/08/2014 09/08/2014 

Fiddle Frenzy is Shetland Arts’ week long Fiddle School and celebration of traditional 
Shetland musical culture. An opportunity to learn the secrets of Shetland Fiddle from a range 
of experienced tutors, explore the thriving musical traditions of our unique and beautiful 
islands, or simply be part of our Festival Week which is packed with a range of Frenzy Fringe 
options and Evening Concerts. 

Shetland Islands Council; 
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goNorth 
Festival 04/08/2014 05/08/2014 

goNORTH is a completely FREE festival for the creative industries based in Inverness city 
centre. International and UK industry professionals attend this intimate festival providing a 
fantastic platform for delegates to draw from their vast experiences by picking their brains. 
The programme is designed to maximise the business opportunities, networking and 
learning. It takes place over 2 days, across 10 venues, with over 35 daytime panels and 
sessions, 50+ film screenings and 75+ band showcases at night. It covers Music, Screen & 
Broadcast, Designer Fashion, Crafts, Digital and Publishing, the event has become firmly 
established as Scotland’s leading Creative Industries Festival. 

Highland Council; 

Golf Open Day 
St Andrews 07/08/2014 11/08/2014 

An international friendly pairs golf event in St Andrews. The 2014 event will be held on 6-10 
August 2014 and is open to all golfers - men, women, and children - who have an official 
recognised handicap certificate. Visit www.golfopenstandrews.co.uk to find out more. 

Fife Council; 

Harris Tweed 
Hebrides 
Tattoo 2014 08/08/2014 09/08/2014 

A Hebridean extravaganza of world class piping, dancing, singing and music over two days 
in August 2014. Don’t miss this - the last one in 2009 was stunning! 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar; 

Midlothian 
Walking 
Festival 08/08/2014 12/08/2014 

We offer a series of free guided walks, a cycle and a horse trail, taking in every corner of the 
county. All events are led by a knowledgeable and experienced local guide. Our excursions 
offer a fascinating insight into Midlothian's varied wildlife and rich cultural heritage. Routes 
take in landscapes as varied as the upland areas of the Pentland Hill and Moorfoots, the 
picturesque Esk Valleys, wooded glens and countryside estates. 

Midlothian Council; 

Celebration of 
the Centuries 09/08/2014 10/08/2014 

Winner of the Best Cultural Event at the Highlands and Islands Tourism Awards in 2012 the 
Celebration of the Centuries event returns to the magnificent setting of Fort George. The 
flagship event of Historic Scotland’s event calendar celebrates over two thousand years of 
Scottish history in a colourful, vibrant and immersive way. 

Highland Council; 

Routes to Your 
North East 
Roots 09/08/2014 10/08/2014 

A family history and heritage fair, talks, hand-on demonstrations and a farmers' market. 
Celebrate your connection with Aberdeen City and Shire against the stunning backdrop of 
Haddo House. The event will offer a range of ways to celebrate distinctive the culture and 
heritage of the North East of Scotland. Enjoy hands-on demonstrations of traditional skills 
and experience the traditional music and song of the North East. Over the course of the 
weekend there will be a family history and heritage fair with organisations, museums and 
archives from across the region taking part. There will also be talks delivered by nationally 
and regionally recognised speakers taking place in the library of Haddo House. A farmer's 
market taking place in Haddo Country Park will allow visitors the chance to sample fantastic 
locally produced food and drink. 

Aberdeen City Council; 
Aberdeenshire Council; 

Piping Live! 
Festival: 
Homecoming 11/08/2014 18/08/2014 

During Homecoming Scotland 2014 Piping Live! will feature a new series of events entitled 
Music of the Clans. Come down to the Homecoming Tent in Glasgow and discover your 
clan’s heritage, music and traditions. With daily talks, exhibitions and demonstrations Music 
of the Clans is a great day out. 

Glasgow City Council; 
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Dare ProtoPlay 
2014 
(Homecoming) 14/08/2014 17/08/2014 

Dare ProtoPlay is Scotland's biggest computer games festival. As the last journey of the 
reputable computer games development competition Dare to be Digital, Dare ProtoPlay 
attracts thousands every year to play new BAFTA-nominated games developed by talented 
university students, learn how to develop a game and find out more about how to get into the 
games industry. Dare ProtoPlay 2014 will have exciting new elements and no doubt they will 
take the event to a new level. 

Dundee City Council; 

Border Rail 
2014 16/08/2014 17/08/2014 

Exhibition of Railway and Model Trains. The event traces the history of the railway which 
served this area until 1969, through photography, displays and models and is held as part of 
Hawick Festival. 

Scottish Borders Council; 

Culross 
Festival 16/08/2014 19/08/2014 

Culross Festival featuring Folk and Rock Music, Outdoor Opera and a Children's Book 
Fayre. 

Fife Council; 

Scotland's 
Festival of 
History 16/08/2014 17/08/2014 

Step back in time and explore over 2000 years of history at Scotland's largest re-enactment 
event! Meet your ancestors as more than 500 costumed re-enactors from across Europe 
stage Scotland's largest ever history show. Walk back in time more than 2000 years, from 
the Iron Age Caledonia and Romans to medieval knights and Napoleonic soldiers, to those 
who fought in the US Civil War and WW1 and 2. Visit the living history camps which show 
how our ancestors lived. Watch arena battles and skirmishes, weapons displays, an 
international longbow tournament for a silver arrow and performances by jesters and 
jugglers. Children can join a circus skills workshop and there are lots of other hands-on 
activities for all the family. There will also be historic music, dance and song, ancient craft 
displays and a large colourful medieval tented historic market, as well as modern craft, gifts, 
a food and drink market, and much more! All of this is set in 500 acres of stunning parkland 
with country walks, a children's playpark, free admission to the historic house, free parking. 
Bus stop and railway station at park entrance. A fun way for all ages to explore the ages. 
The sights, sounds and smells of the past come alive - this is as authentic as it gets! *All 
details subject to change. Please contact the event organiser for more information.* 

South Lanarkshire Council; 

Stirling 
Highland 
Games 16/08/2014 16/08/2014 

Stirling Highland Games is a must visit traditional highland games in the historic city of 
Stirling. 

Stirling Council; 

East 
Dunbartonshire 
Heritage 
Festival 19/08/2014 22/09/2014 

Step back in time to discover the area’s built and natural heritage. Explore the Antonine Wall 
(UNESCO World Heritage Site), Trek the Volcanic Campsies, Cruise the Forth & Clyde 
Canal, visit our ancient monuments and historic buildings. A great example of Scotland’s 
heritage! 

East Dunbartonshire 
Council; 

British Touring 
Car 
Championship 
Knockhill 40th 
anniversary 22/08/2014 24/08/2014 

The only Scottish round of the Dunlop British Touring Car Championship, televised on ITV4, 
and will feature 40th anniversary celebrations of Knockhill Racing Circuit, Scotlands National 
Motor Sports Centre. 

Fife Council; 
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Strathaven 
Balloon Festival 23/08/2014 24/08/2014 

The annual Strathaven Balloon Festival is a spectacular, international hot air ballooning 
event, the only one of its kind in Scotland and one of the largest in the UK. Unlike many 
balloon gathering, we combine the marvellous site of hot air balloons launching and in flight 
(weather permitting) with our Saturday and Sunday fundays and our magnificent Saturday 
evening glow. The fun days include classic cars, markets, fun fair and entertainers for 
children and adults alike. When darkness falls on the Saturday evening the evening glow 
commences. Balloon crews burn, flicker and flash the burners of the tethered balloons 
whose enormous brightly coloured envelopes glow creating a magical scene of light and 
colour in time to music. 

South Lanarkshire Council; 

Kirkintilloch 
Canal Festival 
PP 25/08/2014 31/08/2014 

The area's largest annual community festival attracting around 30,000 visitors each year. 
Enjoy a wide range of land and water based activity including canoeing, cruising, fishing, 
street theatre, live stage performances, walking, cycling and much, much more. 

East Dunbartonshire 
Council; 

The Edinburgh 
Mela 28/08/2014 31/08/2014 

As part of Homecoming Scotland 2014, join Scotland's leading multicultural performing arts 
festival. The Edinburgh Mela is dedicated to the rich cultural heritage of communities which 
have chosen to make Scotland their home. Over the weekend, more than 27,000 people are 
expected to enjoy performances from around the world at two music stages and the global 
food village. 

City of Edinburgh Council; 

Fyvie 
Homecoming 
Festival 2014 29/08/2014 31/08/2014 

A 3-day festival, based around music and culture, similar to the one organised in 2009, only 
bigger and better! 

Aberdeenshire Council; 

Flavour 
Fornight 30/08/2014 14/09/2014 

Flavour Fortnight is Dumfries & Galloway's major food festival It is a multi-location food 
festival dispersed across Dumfries & Galloway comprising of over 100 foodie events and 
experiences, most of them unique to this 16 day period. 

Dumfries and Galloway 
Council; 

Highland 
Homecoming 01/09/2014 31/10/2014 

Highland Homecoming is a month- long celebration of contemporary Highland culture, 
beginning with the Inverness Highland Meeting and culminating with Mòd Nàiseanta Rìoghail 
- The Royal National Mòd, it will see a huge amount of activity take place in the Highland 
Capital, from the traditional to the cutting edge. 

Highland Council; 

2014 World 
Sheepdog Trial 03/09/2014 06/09/2014 

As part of Homecoming Scotland 2014 the World Sheepdog Trials, featuring 240 competitors 
from twenty four nations world wide, will be staged in Scotland for the very first time. This 
sheepdog trial is about showing the care, skill and dedication of a man or woman working 
with their dog on a flock of sheep as has been done for hundreds of years. 

Highland Council; 
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Orkney 
International 
Science 
Festival 04/09/2014 10/09/2014 

A kaleidoscopic mix of over 60 events from astronomy and Arctic exploration to archaeology 
and aerospace. An opportunity to find out more about the world about us, from wildlife and 
environment to energy and marine technology. Highlights of 2014 include a look at Norse 
and Scottish genetics, to mark the 1000th anniversary of the battle of Clontarf and Earl 
Sigurd's raven banner; the story of Galileo, to mark the 450th anniversary of his birth; and 
the search for the real Hamlet, to mark the 450th anniversary of the birth of Shakespeare. 
Also the changes in society and in physics that developed through World War I. And were 
General George Armstrong Custer's family Cursiters from Orkney? 

Orkney Islands Council; 

Forth Bridges 
Festival 04/09/2014 13/09/2014 

An exciting new programme of events for 2014, come and join us in this international 
celebration in honour of the unique and distinct, lasting impression of the Forth Bridges. The 
Festival will bring spectacular events to the areas surrounding the iconic Forth Bridges in 
order to celebrate the 50th Birthday of the Road Bridge. 

City of Edinburgh Council; 
Fife Council; 

Dundee Flower 
and Food 
Festival 05/09/2014 07/09/2014 

The Dundee Flower and Food Festival is one of the city's largest annual events, regularly 
attracting approximately 20,000 visitors and exhibitors from all over the country. The aims of 
the Flower and Food Festival Steering Group are to build on recent successes and to ensure 
the long-term viability of the Festival and to further establish the Festival as one of the major 
events of its kind in Scotland and in the UK. The Food Festival is now an integral part of the 
Festival, with a small team of specialists working together with the organisers to deliver a 
popular and successful three day cookery programme featuring celebrity and local chefs and 
providing the opportunity for visitors to purchase some of the best quality local, national and 
international produce. 

Dundee City Council; 

Doors Open 
Days 06/09/2014 28/09/2014 

Every September, throughout Scotland, Doors Open Days gives free access to places 
normally closed to the public. During Homecoming Scotland 2014, visitors will be given the 
keys to unlock some very special homes including private castles, idyllic cottages and ultra-
modern eco-houses. 

TBC; 

Midfest 06/09/2014 13/09/2014 

Midlothian's Festival of the Arts Midlothian Council; 

Braemar 
Gathering 06/09/2014 06/09/2014 

Braemar Gathering has been held since 1832. The events normally attracts competitors and 
spectators from all over the World. In 1866 Queen Victoria afforded the Gathering Royal 
Patronage and successive Monarchs have annually attended. The events include Highland 
Dancing, traditional !Heavy! events, Running, jumping, Tug of War and A Hill Race. Pipers 
compete for the Gold Medal and Pipe Bands play throughout the day both individually and 
en masse. It is an action packed event, starting at 09.30 and ending around 17.00 hours. 

Aberdeenshire Council; 

Peebles 
Highland 
Games 06/09/2014 06/09/2014 

Traditional highland games comprising pipe band competitions, highland dancing and 
'heavies' events, accompanied by food and amusement stalls plus beer tent. 

Scottish Borders Council; 
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The Inverness 
Highland 
Meeting 2014 12/09/2014 14/09/2014 

Inverness celebrates the 150th anniversary of the opening of the world’s oldest Highland 
Games stadium, Northern Meeting Park, with a unique event. Everybody is welcome as the 
Highland Clans meet by the River Ness to witness an unforgettable Highland Games, the 
Masters World Championships featuring over 100 International Heavies. 

Highland Council; 

Lammermuir 
Festival 12/09/2014 21/09/2014 

10 Day Festival of Classical Music of international quality. Includes leading Scottish 
Ensembles such as BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra, Scottish Chamber Orchestra, 
Dunedin Consort and Hebrides Ensemble. The festival is presented under the banner of 
Beautiful Music, Beautiful places and has partnerships with many food and drink providers in 
the county. 

East Lothian Council; 

Stirling Fringe 
Festival 12/09/2014 21/09/2014 

This annual arts festival brings a full range of the performing arts to Stirling. Now in its 
second year, this new annual festival will bring together a range of artists and performers 
from across the UK. It will also showcase local talent and show that Stirling is now as much 
of a cultural destination as it is a historical one. Enjoy live theatre, music, poetry, art, 
comedy, children's shows and art exhibitions. 

Stirling Council; 

Best of the 
West 13/09/2014 14/09/2014 

A weekend celebrating all that is Best of the West of Scotland. Two days of family fun with 
lots of children's entertainments, the finest in food from the west of Scotland, drams from 
over 20 whisky distilleries to sample. As well as live music from some of Scotland's best 
including the Red Hot Chilli Pipers, Skerryvore and Skipinnish. And all with the stunning 
backdrop of Inveraray Castle and Loch Fyne. 

Argyl and Bute Council; 

BriSCA F2 
World 
Championship 
Final 13/09/2014 14/09/2014 

Stock car racing championship held in Scotland once every 8 years. We expect a capacity 
crowd of 5,000 from all over the UK and Ireland.  

Fife Council; 

City of Elgin 
Food and Drink 
Festival 13/09/2014 20/09/2014 

Celebrate all that is great about Moray and beyond at this great range of events. As part of 
Homecoming Scotland 2014, this foodie festival spills out into the streets surrounding the city 
centre with copious market stalls laden with produce from Moray and beyond. This is 
complimented by a craft market where you can browse for hand make, unique and unusual 
gifts and crafts. There will also be exciting cookery demonstrations using locally available 
produce, to give you ideas and inspiration. To make sure everyone is catered for there will 
be children's activities and entertainment on offer. While you are visiting you may also wish 
to browse the wide range of exciting and unique shops located around the City. *All details 
subject to change. Please contact the event organiser for more information.* 

Moray Council; 

The 
Camanachd 
Cup Final 13/09/2014 13/09/2014 

The Camanachd Cup Final is recognised as shinty’s big day out, attracting thousands of 
spectators and broadcast live on tv, radio and internet. The event celebrates the two top 
teams in the game competing for one of Scotland’s oldest and most iconic sporting trophies. 
It is a vital showcase for the sport and the principal annual gathering of the shinty 
community. 

Highland Council; 
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Edinburgh 
Riding of the 
Marches 14/09/2014 14/09/2014 

Annual re-enactment of the Ancient Edinburgh Common Riding. 300 horses ride the South 
boundary of the City before making their way into the City Centre for a spectacular mounted 
cavalcade up the Royal Mile. 

City of Edinburgh Council; 

Bloody 
Scotland 
Festival 2014 19/09/2014 21/09/2014 

Festival celebrating crime writing, bringing together leading Scottish and international writers. 
Leading Scottish and international writers flock to the historical Old Town to celebrate crime 
writing in its various forms, The eclectic programme includes author events, readings, Q&As, 
pitching sessions for new writers and discussions about cutting-edge forensic technology, 
morality and the growing popularity of e-books. 

Stirling Council; 

Findhorn Bay 
Arts Festival 24/09/2014 28/09/2014 

Findhorn Bay Arts Festival will be Bringing Home Macbeth as part of Homecoming Scotland. 
The Festival programme will celebrate both the myth and the reality and will feature a world 
premiere of Macbeth: the Red King, a stunning, 21st century site-specific, promenade 
performance in which the magic and mayhem of Shakespeare's Macbeth are brought to life 
within the grounds of Moray’s magnificent Brodie Castle. Situated around one of the world’s 
most spectacular coastlines the inaugural Findhorn Bay Arts Festival will present a dynamic 
programme of arts and cultural events. 

Moray Council; 

Ryder Cup 
Opening 
Concert 24/09/2014 24/09/2014 

A once in a lifetime concert which will celebrate the very best in Scotland’s music, film, 
fashion and culture on a global stage, a fitting opening to one of the world’s biggest sporting 
events, the Ryder Cup at Gleneagles which will feature a host of stars from both sides of the 
pond. 

Glasgow City Council; 

Wigtown Book 
Festival 
(Homecoming) 25/09/2014 05/10/2014 

Take the low road to Wigtown Book Festival in 2014: as part of Homecoming, join us in 
Scotland’s National Book Town to celebrate the dynamic culture of Scotland’s Lowlands – 
home to so many of the writers, thinkers, explorers and inventors who forged the world as 
we know it. No kilt required. 

Dumfries and Galloway 
Council; 

Baxters Loch 
Ness Marathon 
& Festival of 
Running 
(Homecoming) 27/09/2014 28/09/2014 

As part of Homecoming Scotland 2014, the Baxters Loch Ness Marathon & Festival of 
Running, which is now in its 12th year, will feature an exciting enhanced programme of 
activity alongside the popular Loch Ness Marathon, 10K, 5K and Wee Nessie races and 
Baxters Food & Drink Fayre. This will include the Run Home Tartan Challenges and a Run 
Home Whisky Festival. 

Highland Council; 

Deep Roots 01/10/2014 31/12/2014 

Set in the magnificent grounds of Dean Castle in Kilmarnock, Deep Roots is about self 
discovery, searching for your own history and tracing back through the story of the Boyd 
family. The Boyd’s are a famous Scottish family with deep roots linked to key moments in 
Scottish history, the very grounds of the event were gifted to the family by Robert the Bruce 
in 1316. Join the journey and discover more about the history of this fascinating Scottish 
family. 

East Ayrshire Council; 
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Encounters 
Festival 01/10/2014 31/10/2014 

Encounters is a North Lanarkshire wide cultural festival with an eclectic programme that has 
something for everyone. A month long feast of activity that includes authors, films, drama, 
dance, music, visual art and more, offered up through events, workshops, exhibitions and 
initiatives across the North Lanarkshire area. In 2012 the festival welcomed more than 
10,000 people from children in nursery schools to the more mature members of our 
community. The festival will appeal to children, young people, families and adults. 

North Lanarkshire Council; 

From Red Lion 
to Ringford 01/10/2014 05/10/2014 

A free local historical exhibition detailing the development of this small Galloway village and 
it's connections with James Beaumont Neilson. Maps, parish school records and 
photographs, club minute books, census records and documents regarding rural village life 
through the centuries etc. 

Dumfries and Galloway 
Council; 

15th Ayrshire 
Real Ale 
Festival 02/10/2014 04/10/2014 

One of Scotland's largest real ale festivals, featuring over 120 beers, of which at least half 
are sourced from Scottish breweries. Large selection of real cider and perry also available as 
well as wine and soft drinks. Food available at all sessions. Entertainment on Friday and 
Saturday. We'll also be celebrating the 40th Anniversary of CAMRA in Scotland. Over 18's 
only. Opening times: Thurs: 3pm-11pm; Fri/Sat: 11am-11pm 

South Ayrshire Council; 

Midlothian 
Science 
Festival 06/10/2014 19/10/2014 

A festival celebrating and showcasing the science and technology of Midlothian (past, 
present and future). 

Midlothian Council; 

Shetland Wool 
Week 07/10/2014 13/10/2014 

Seven days dedicated to celebrating the wool of Britain’s most northerly native sheep, and 
Shetland’s textile industries and rural farming communities. Join knitting master classes in 
Fair Isle and Shetland Fine Lace, workshops in hand-spinning, weaving and felting, attended 
by hand-knit designers and textile artists from all over the world. 

Shetland Islands Council; 

East 
Dunbartonshire 
Arts Festival 10/10/2014 16/11/2014 

Celebrating the area's community arts projects from exhibitions, theatre and music festivals 
spread over 4 weeks. 

East Dunbartonshire 
Council; 

Creative 
Mackintosh 11/10/2014 26/10/2014 

The Creative Mackintosh Festival in 2014 will celebrate Charles Rennie Mackintosh, his 
architecture, design, arts and crafts in Glasgow. The events programme showcases the 
Mackintosh buildings and legacy, as well as focusing on Glasgow and its creativity, through 
the work of contemporary artists, responding to the Mackintosh legacy and themes that 
fascinated the artist himself. 

Glasgow City Council; 

Race the 
Castles 
Orienteering 
Tour 11/10/2014 19/10/2014 

International orienteering is brought to the ancient streets of Edinburgh and Stirling and to 
the mighty forests of Deeside. Based around the castles of Edinburgh, Stirling, Crathes and 
Balmoral, the international World Ranking Events, British and Commonwealth 
Championships will run alongside mass-participation courses suitable for all ages. 

Aberdeenshire Council; City 
of Edinburgh Council; 
Highland Council; Stirling 
Council; 
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Name Start Date End Date 

Description Local Authorities 

Scotland’s Boat 
Show 2014 20/10/2014 26/10/2014 

Scotland’s largest boat show takes to the water and shore with an unrivalled selection of new 
and pre-owned power and sailboats. Marine exhibitors from all over the UK luxury cars & 
motorcycles, lifestyle exhibitions and famers markets add to the special features being 
incorporated into the 2014 year of Homecoming event. 

Inverclyde Council; 

Sound Festival 
2014 23/10/2014 16/11/2014 

sound is Scotland’s most prominent annual festival of new music. In 2014 sound will focus 
new approaches to the riches of traditional and indigenous music from within Scotland and 
across the world. 

Aberdeen City Council; 
Aberdeenshire Council; 

St Andrews 
Voices 23/10/2014 26/10/2014 

St Andrews Voices is an eclectic and inspiring festival of vocal music held each autumn in 
the beautiful coastal town of St Andrews. The stunning landscape is matched by beautiful 
music which explores ‘the voice’ in all its diverse incarnations from opera to jazz, folk to 
choral, early music to contemporary and much more! Featuring international singing stars, 
alongside some of Scotland’s best home-grown talent, this major festival has developed as 
one of Scotland’s must-see musical events. 

Fife Council; 

Perthshire 
Amber - The 
Dougie 
MacLean 
Festival 2014 24/10/2014 02/11/2014 

To celebrate the tenth anniversary of Perthshire Amber – the Dougie MacLean Festival, we’d 
like to welcome visitors from all over the world to experience stunning, autumnal Perthshire 
and enjoy our ten day festival of world-class music and specially curated Homecoming 2014 
heritage events. 

Perth and Kinross Council; 

Scottish 
International 
Storytelling 
Festival 24/10/2014 02/11/2014 

Scotland welcomes the world to a feast of traditional and contemporary storytelling for adults 
and young people. What does the future hold, and what can the past give us in wit, wisdom 
and love? For all storytelling lovers, with song and music, and everyone who wants to 
connect with Scotland. 

City of Edinburgh Council; 
TBC; 

An Fèis Mòr - 
Scotland’s 
Festival of 
Paddlesport 
(Homecoming) 25/10/2014 26/10/2014 

This event celebrates the diversity and breadth of Paddlesport. It includes the Canoe Show 
featuring all the latest equipment as well as talks and workshops. A Canoe Polo tournament, 
Pool Slalom competition and Tay Descent are all included. The national indoor kayak 
championships provide the opportunity to test your speed and stamina. 

Perth and Kinross Council; 
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Name Start Date End Date 

Description Local Authorities 

The Culloden 
Run 26/10/2014 26/10/2014 

Historic landmarks abound with a very special atmosphere at the iconic Culloden Battlefield 
where runners take on a choice of two beautiful routes… The legendary Culloden Battlefield 
provides the stunning background for a superb running event with historic landmarks at 
every turn. Runners chose between two race routes; a 10K race or the infamous 17.46k race 
which pays homage to the Battle of Culloden in 1746. Both races start and finish at the iconic 
NTS Culloden Visitor Centre which hosts event facilities and provides the chance to see the 
stunning state of the art exhibition, take a guided tour and of course walk the hallowed 
battlefield ground. At the race finish every runner gets a ‘battle over’ welcome back at the 
centre and is rewarded with a well earned goody bag and event medal. The race is open to 
anyone over 16 years old and spectators are warmly welcomed with ample free car parking 
and lots to do at the Visitor centre which is only 5 miles east of Inverness. 

Highland Council; 

St Andrews 
Food & Drink 
Festival 01/11/2014 30/11/2014 

A month-long programme of events with a food and drink theme, building up towards the last 
weekend of November, when we mark St Andrews Day (Sunday 30th November) with the 
finest Scottish food and drink. There is no finer place to celebrate St Andrews Day than St 
Andrews itself! 

Fife Council; 

Commonwealth 
Fencing 
Championships 
2014 
(Homecoming) 10/11/2014 15/11/2014 

This six day event sees some of the world's most talented fencers fighting for 
Commonwealth glory. Fencing will be taking place throughout each day with the finals and 
medal matches starting at around 5pm. This spectacle is not to be missed. If you are 
inspired by what you have seen, there will be opportunities for people of all ages to try out 
fencing for themselves with helpers on hand throughout the day to explain fencing to people 
who are new to it. In addition to a host of family-friendly activities, there will be a wealth of 
food and drink options available during the event from a selection of Scotland's finest 
producers. Part of Homecoming Scotland 2014, this event is a unique opportunity to 
experience this visually stunning and exciting sport at its highest level within an event that 
offers a fantastic family experience. *All details subject to change. Please contact the event 
organiser for more information.* 

North Ayrshire Council; 

Previously 
Scotland's 
History Festival 13/11/2014 30/11/2014 

Previously...Scotland’s History Festival is the largest history event in the UK, running over 
three weeks in November with over 230 events and 52 partners. Our Festival sets out to 
address the important events and outcomes of our national history and merges them with a 
programme of cultural heritage. 

East Lothian Council; 

LEJOG 2014 - 
20th 
Anniversary 
Edition 
(Scottish leg) 07/12/2014 10/12/2014 

In 2014 HERO will be once again running the world famous Lands End to John O'Groats 
Reliability Trial and Tour. Open to classic cars built before 1984, the route covers the most 
challenging roads in Scotland, mid winter - and is considered the toughest event of its type in 
Europe. 

Highland Council; 

The Red Hot 
Highland Fling 31/12/2014 31/12/2014 

The Highland Council's free Hogmanay concert guarantees a high energy traditional Scottish 
party. Guaranteed to start your New Year with a bang. Join 10,000 Highlanders determined 
to fling themselves into 2015. Unmissable. 

Highland Council; 
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