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Thank you for your letter of 18 December about outdoor learning. Your letter raises some
substantial issues which I have asked my officials to consider carefully so I can respond
comprehensively to the detailed points you raise.

However, in the meantime, it may be helpful if I outline the broad national position on outdoor
learning. The outdoor environment has a massive potential for learning. We are keen to see
all our young people having positive outdoor learning experiences in a variety of settings
including, but not only, residential experiences. Outdoor learning should be integral not only
to curriculum areas and subjects, but also to the other contexts for learning, namely, the
ethos and life of the school as a community, interdisciplinary learning and opportunities for
personal achievement within Curriculum for Excellence. The journey through education for
any child in Scotland must include opportunities for a series of planned, quality outdoor
learning experiences which are clearly part of the curriculum. We know that this is best
achieved through a combination of school based outdoor learning and residential
experiences. An ability to deliver learning outdoors forms part of the General Teaching
Council for Scotland's new standards for teacher registration and career long professional
learning.

In practice it is for local authorities and schools to determine how outdoor learning is
delivered in individual schools, including how it is resourced. Education Scotland is actively
providing support to teachers and local authorities to enable them to make the most of
outdoor learning in the school curriculum through guidance and a wealth of best practice
examples.
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