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Dear Stewart, 
 
Further to the oral evidence I provided to the Education and Culture Committee on Tuesday 
8 October 2013 I am writing to supply the promised additional information. 
 
During my session with the Committee, I referred to the appearance by the Cabinet 
Secretary for Finance, Employment and Sustainable Growth at the Economy, Energy and 
Tourism Committee on 2 October. In that session, Mr Swinney referred to the equality impact 
assessment conducted on the Scottish Government’s budget. I promised to let Committee 
members have details of that document: it can be found at  
 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/09/8093/downloads 
 
On the specific point of prioritising college provision on young people, I should first repeat my 
view that this Government’s very clear commitment to young people is informed by the 
consequences of the failure of previous administrations to protect them from the 
consequences of recession. We have made plain on numerous occasions that we will do all 
we can to avert the threat of another ‘lost generation’ and our record on youth employment 
stands as testament to our efforts. However - and, again as I made clear to the Committee – 
we are aware of the needs of older learners, and asked the Scottish Funding Council to 
ensure that additional provision for this cohort was addressed through the further funding the 
Government made available in its budget for 2013/14. This point is also clear from the 
equality impact assessment conducted on the Budget. The Committee may additionally want 
to see the supplementary letter of guidance I sent to the SFC to this end. It can be found at: 
 
http://www.sfc.ac.uk/nmsruntime/saveasdialog.aspx?lID=11649&sID=5637 
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In terms of a comparative analysis of the Scottish funding package: 
 

 
 For Scottish domiciled and EU students we guarantee free undergraduate tuition  

ensuring study is based on the ability to learn not pay. We are the only country in 
these isles to do so. 

 For students living at home, our minimum income guarantee of £7,250 per year for 
students from the poorest background is the highest in the UK. In England the 
equivalent figure is £6,052 per year, for Wales it is £6,573 per year and for Northern 
Ireland the figure is £5,338. 

 For students not living at home, our minimum income guarantee of £7,250 per year 
for students from the poorest background compares to £7,177 in England, £6,428 in 
Northern Ireland and £7,736 in Wales. 

 
As I noted in my evidence to the Committee there has been an attempt to ‘salami slice’ this 
package for different groups of students and thereby claim that our overall package is not the 
best in the UK. The clearest response to this is to highlight the view of NUS Scotland who 
themselves described our package as “the best in the UK” (NUS Scotland media release; 22 
August 2012). 
 
On the matter of the decision by the Office of National Statistics to reclassify incorporated 
colleges, the Committee is aware of our commitment, working with the SFC and with college 
leaders themselves, to mitigate the risks the ONS decision creates. This is a substantial 
piece of work, and, as I said to the Committee, the arrangements are still being finalised.  
 
They are arrangements that will have the support of college regional leads and I shall write 
again as soon as possible to provide more detail on our jointly planned solutions. 
 
 

            
  
 
 

MICHAEL RUSSELL 


