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Who Cares? Scotland is grateful for the Committee’s request for our organisation to 

be involved in providing evidence.   As noted within the ‘Having and Keeping a Home 

2014 – Follow up’ we have provided both written and oral evidence.  We are pleased 

that the committee has reflected upon the wide range of evidence submitted by 

ourselves and others.  It is clear that the committee members have utilised the 

submissions to help them shape their key points. Upon reviewing the “Having and 

Keeping a Home 2014 – follow up” we would respectfully request that the committee 

considers the additional comments presented below.  We believe that the 

committee’s summary of the key points of evidence submitted are comprehensive, 

however we believe that they do not accurately reflect the distinctive and complex 

needs of the care experienced population. 

Mediation 

The committee has stated that the use of mediation “is an affordable and effective 

approach when used appropriately but cannot be applied in all cases.”.  As 

relationship breakdown is the most common reason cited for young people 

experiencing youth homelessness, we are aware of the breadth of evidence that 

suggests that mediation can assist families in addressing strained relationships. For 

the care experienced population the relationships they hold with family members will 

have been affected by the circumstances that resulted in the young person 

becoming a “looked-after child”. As the committee has acknowledged, the use of 

mediation will not be suitable in all cases. It would be helpful if the committee were 

able to quantify in what circumstances that mediation would not be an appropriate 

method of intervention. This would reduce the risk of vulnerable, care experienced 

young people being encouraged to part take in an intervention that could encourage 

the sustainment of an inappropriate relationship. 

Safety Net 

Within the committee’s report it is stated that there is concern that currently there is a 

lack of ‘safety net’ options for the care experienced population. However within the 

committee’s key points, there is no mention of this concern. We believe that without 

appropriate ‘safety net’ options care experienced young people are at high risk of 

experiencing youth homelessness. The Children and Young Person (Scotland) Act 

2014 will help protect against this.  Part 11 of the Act – Continuing Care – will allow 

young people to remain in care until they are 21, if appropriate.  This provision, 

alongside the new duties expected of corporate parents (part 9) and the additional 

aftercare supports on offer (part 10), will help protect care experienced young people 

against facing homelessness. We believe that this legislative change is important to 



the lives of Scotland’s looked-after young people and therefore should be reflected 

within the key findings of the report. 

Corporate Parents 

Care experienced young people are normally supported into independent living by 

their corporate parent, their local authority. We believe that corporate parents must 

have an obligation to ensure that any accommodation sourced is suitable and high 

quality. Enabling a care experienced young person to develop a healthy attachment 

to a community may assist in alleviating the adverse effects of insecure attachments 

to parents and families. The accommodation sourced must not hinder social mobility. 

Support networks, amenities, education, employment and training opportunities must 

all be accessible with relative ease.  

In November 2012 the Scottish Parliament unanimously passed the Homelessness 

(Abolition of Priority Need Test) (Scotland) Order 2012. Within Scotland the 

homeless definition, presently found in legislation, is one that is encompassing of 

varying situations. Differing from previous approaches each individual, regardless of 

situation, now has the right to settled accommodation. Our advocacy experience 

informs us that despite Scotland’s progressive legislation and government policy for 

homelessness prevention, there are times that care experienced young people who 

are unable to access emergency or settled accommodation when they have found 

themselves to be homeless. We are aware of situations when care experienced 

young people have been unable to access anything more than advice from local 

authorities, due to insufficient housing stock. It is unacceptable that any person has a 

universal right denied because of resources. This is even more unacceptable when 

the young person was previously accommodated by the local authority.  

Care experienced young people with the most complex needs tend to leave the care 

system at the earliest opportunity and find it difficult to engage with statutory 

services.  There is no mention within the committee’s key findings on how difficulties 

in supporting these young people could be addressed.  Part 9 of the Act (Corporate 

Parenting) will ensure that all corporate parents, including housing departments, 

understand the needs of looked-after young people and care leavers, and will ensure 

they work to provide opportunities and supports which are appropriate for this group 

of vulnerable young people.   Who Cares? Scotland recognises the importance of 

the new provisions within the Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014 and 

the potential they have to help young people to leave care at the right time and with 

the right supports.  We ask the committee to consider recognising the importance of 

this legislative change in the key findings of their report. 

 

  



Summary of our recommendations to include within key findings 

 

 The appropriateness of mediation being used as an intervention must be 

made clearer.  We believe providing clarity on when mediation should be used 

will ensure resources are distributed effectively. Most importantly the provision 

of clarity will reduce the risk of vulnerable care experienced being encouraged 

to rebuild or maintain inappropriate relationships. 

 The lack of ‘safety net’ supports for care leavers experiencing difficulties has 

meant that many end up homeless multiple times after leaving care.  The 

Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014 has the ability to change this, 

particularly with Part 9 (Corporate Parenting), Part 10 (Aftercare) and Part 11 

(Continuing Care). 

 Corporate parents have a duty to understand and account for the needs of the 

care experienced population.  The allocation of accommodation has to be 

based on the individual need to ensure suitability. Accommodation has to be 

sourced within a community that does not impede on social mobility and 

enables the young person to build upon an already established attachment to 

the community. This responsibility, as cemented within Part 9 of the Act, is 

paramount to successful transitions from care to independence. 

Who Cares? Scotland recently conducted research with care experienced young 

people across Scotland.  This research sought views on their care experience and 

on how the provisions within the Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014 

can improve the lives of Scotland’s looked after young people.  The Committee may 

find this information helpful.  The research can be accessed here: 

http://www.whocaresscotland.org/professionals/publications-briefings-research/       
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