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Inquiry on learning foreign languages in primary schoc>is

Thank you for your letter of 24 April following up two questions asked by Committee
members at the oral evidence session for the above inquiry in which I participated on 18
April. I am replying to provide the supplementary information requested.

Partnerships

Roderick Campbell asked about how work is progressing towards establishing partnerships
between local authorities and universities as a means of enhancing the early phase of
teacher training, and how this work will feed into the languages 1+2 agenda.

The Scottish Government has established the National Implementation Board (NIB), chaired
by Petra Wend, Principal and Vice-Convener of Queen Margaret University, to oversee the
implementation of recommendations of Teaching Scotland's Future and the National
Partnership Group. This includes overseeing the establishment of partnerships between
local authorities and universities to enhance the early phase of teacher education.

Work is underway in relation to this agenda and partnerships are due to be in place across
Scotland by August 2013. Establishing effective partnerships between universities and local
authorities is a challenging area of work. Some authorities and universities are making good
progress while others have further to go in developing their thinking and moving towards an
effective partnership. The NIB is aware of this and will discuss and agree a package of
measures at its next meeting, in late May, that will help to move this work forward.
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While the development of early phase partnerships will not make a direct contribution to the
languages agenda, an enhanced early phase of teacher education will increase the quality of
all teachers entering the profession in Scotland, no matter the subject or the sector in which
they will teach. It will also help to set the stage for improved ongoing professional
development, which will be vital to support the languages agenda.

STEM subjects

Willie Coffey asked for information on the number of STEM subject graduates who also have
a language qualification.

Unfortunately, this information is not readily available at this time, would prove difficult to
obtain and has various complexities associated with it. Some students will have earned
qualifications at school before entering into a STEM course in further or higher education.
Some students will, as part of a university or college course, study a language which
contributes to the overall qualification rather than leading to a specific stand-alone language
qualification.

Whilst I am not in a position to provide the information requested, I thank the Committee
member for drawing attention to this interesting and relevant aspect of our aspiration on
languages. We want to encourage learners to consider continuing or embarking on
language study at any stage of education, even if the main emphasis of their studies lies
elsewhere. This applies to STEM subjects but is also relevant in many other areas of study
and learning in higher and further education.

I hope this information is helpful to the Committee.
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