
 

CALL FOR EVIDENCE 
 

The Finance Committee has been designated by the Parliament as the lead 
committee for the consideration of the Community Charge Debt (Scotland) Bill which 
was introduced by the Scottish Government on 3 December. To assist the 
Committee in its scrutiny of the Bill at Stage 1, it would welcome your response to 
any of the following questions.  
 
Should there be any additional points you would like to raise, please do so at the end 
of you contribution. 
 

1. What is your view on the purpose of the Bill and broadly, are you supportive of 
it? 
 

2. Do you have any views on the level of the financial settlement that is 
proposed in connection with the Bill? 
 

3. Does the settlement figure accurately reflect the total community charge debt 
that would be recoverable by local authorities, given the operation of the law 
of prescription? 
 

4. The Scottish Government considers that, beyond the financial settlement that 
will be provided to affected local authorities, the Bill will have no financial 
implications (costs or savings) for the Scottish Administration, local 
authorities, other bodies, individuals or businesses. What is your view of this 
assessment? 

 
The Committee would welcome your response by Wednesday 7 January. The 
Committee will hold oral evidence sessions on 14 January. The Parliament has 
agreed that Stage 1 of the Bill be completed by 29 January 2015. 
 
Before making a submission, please read the Parliament’s policy on treatment of 
written evidence by subject and mandatory committees. Written submissions should 
normally be limited to around 4 sides of A4. Longer submissions should be 
accompanied by a short summary of the main points. Submissions should be set out 
in numbered paragraphs. Where the submission refers to existing published 
material, it is preferable to provide hyperlinks or full citations (rather than extensive 
extracts). The Committee welcomes written evidence in English, Gaelic or any other 
language. 

If possible, written submissions should be submitted electronically (preferably in 
Microsoft Word) by e-mail to finance@scottish.parliament.uk. A confirmatory hard 
copy is not required. Any hard copy submissions should be sent to: Finance 
Committee, The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP. 

Should you have any questions relating to this call for evidence please contact the 
Committee through the email address above or by telephone on 0131 348 5205. 
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