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21 October 2014 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT ACTIVITY IN RESPONSE TO EBOLA VIRUS DISEASE 
EPIDEMIC IN WEST AFRICA 
 
I am sure that you will share in my concern about the worsening Ebola virus disease 
situation in Sierra Leone, Liberia and Guinea. As international efforts in the region ramp up 
and media interest in Scotland increases, I thought it would be helpful to update you on 
Scottish Government work on this issue. 
 
Ebola is a serious infectious illness which often proves fatal. It has claimed more than 4,500 
lives during the current epidemic, with Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone the worst affected 
countries. The risk of an Ebola case appearing in Scotland remains low, but of course we 
cannot be complacent, and I am ensuring that we take a proactive approach to addressing 
the risk. 
 
International experts agree that the most effective way of protecting new countries from 
seeing cases is to improve the response to the epidemic in West Africa. We have already 
announced a donation of £500,000 from the Scottish Government to the WHO Strategic 
Action Plan for Ebola Outbreak Response. We are also encouraging NHS staff from 
Scotland to volunteer via UK-Med who are coordinating arrangements for staff volunteering 
from across the UK. I am very pleased that 53 staff have already volunteered. In addition to 
this, I am also announcing today that we are donating around 108,000 FFP3 valved 
respirators and one million disposable aprons which will be distributed to charities running 
the six UK Government funded clinics within Sierra Leone. 
 
 
It is of course vital that such activity overseas is complemented by appropriate action in 
Scotland. Our health service already has the expertise and facilities to ensure that confirmed 
Ebola cases would be contained and isolated effectively, minising any potential spread of the 
disease. We have already updated advice and guidance to ensure our health service is as 
well prepared as possible to respond, and we will go on monitoring the situation and  
maintaining a high state of vigilance across our health system. 
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In addition to this, SGoR has met twice to discuss preparedness and ensure we are taking 
all necessary precautions. I am also speaking regularly with my counterparts in the rest of 
the UK to ensure that our activities are coordinated appropriately. 
 
I realise that this is an issue of significant public interest, and for that reason I am seeking to 
make a statement to Parliament during the first week after recess. I will also undertake to 
update you in due course if there are any significant developments on this issue. 
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