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The Infrastructure and Capital Investment Committee is seeking views on the 

general principles of the Forth Road Bridge Bill.  A copy of the Bill and the 

accompanying documents can be found at— 

Forth Road Bridge Bill 

The Bill was introduced by Nicola Sturgeon, Cabinet Secretary for Infrastructure, 

Investment and Cities, on 11 December 2012.  The Infrastructure and Capital 

Investment Committee has been designated as the lead committee during Stage 1 

consideration of the Bill.  In addition, the Finance Committee will consider the cost 

implications of the Bill and the Subordinate Legislation Committee will scrutinise the 

delegated powers included in the Bill. 

Aims of the Bill 

The principal objective of the Bill is to pave the way for establishing the most “cost-

effective and co-ordinated” regime for the management and maintenance of the 

Forth Road Bridge (FRB) and the new replacement crossing.   

The Bill seeks to achieve this by transferring responsibility for the FRB from the Forth 

Estuary Transport Authority (FETA) to the Scottish Ministers.  As a result, the road 

over the FRB will be trunked, FETA will be dissolved and its property, rights and 

liabilities will be transferred to the Scottish Government.   

If the Bill is enacted, the Scottish Government intends to contract out the functions of 

managing and maintaining the FRB and the new replacement crossing.  It is 

envisaged that the procurement process will begin in mid-2013, with the new 

contract commencing in mid-2015. 

Committee consideration at Stage 1 

The Infrastructure and Capital Investment Committee expects to consider written 

submissions and to take oral evidence from January to February 2013, before 

reporting on the general principles of the Bill in March. 

The Committee therefore invites all interested organisations and individuals to 

submit written evidence on the Bill and its likely impact.  In particular, the Committee 

would like to receive responses to a number of key questions that are set out below. 

http://scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/57376.aspx


Q1. Transport Scotland has carried out a programme of consultation and 

engagement with stakeholders on the proposals contained in the Bill.  Do you 

have any comments on the adequacy of this activity?    

Q2. The Bill envisages that a single bridge operating company be appointed to 

manage and maintain the Forth Road Bridge and the replacement crossing.  Do 

you have any comments on this overall intention and should other alternatives 

for the management and maintenance of the Forth crossings be considered? 

Q3. The Bill would trunk the road over the Forth Road Bridge and the Schedule 

to the Bill specifies the precise description of the road that is to become a trunk 

road.  Do you have any comments about this proposal and the description 

included in the Schedule? 

Q4. The Bill would dissolve the Forth Estuary Transport Authority and transfer 

its property, rights and liabilities to the Scottish Government.  Do you have any 

comments about these proposals? 

Q5. The Bill provides for employees of the Forth Estuary Transport Authority to 

be transferred to the bridge operating company appointed by the Scottish 

Government.  Do you have any comments about the impact that this proposal 

could have on FETA employees? 

Q6. Do you have any comments on the estimated costs associated with the Bill, 

which are included in the Financial Memorandum?  (The Finance Committee 

will consider the Financial Memorandum in detail and will report to the lead 

Committee, so any responses to this question will be copied to the Finance 

Committee.) 

Submitting your views to the Committee 

 
The Committee invites views that are relevant to the remit and that will assist the 

Committee in meeting the objectives as outlined above. 

You may not have a view on all of the issues covered by the Bill and so please do 
not feel that you have to respond to all of the questions that are set out above.  In 
addition, if you wish to comment on issues relating to the Bill that are not covered by 
the specific questions then the Committee would be interested to receive these 
comments as well.  

Before making a submission, please read the Parliament’s Policy on treatment of 
written evidence by subject and mandatory committees. 

To allow the Committee to take account of your views, submissions should be 

received by midday on Friday 1 February 2013. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/help/31037.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/help/31037.aspx


Written submissions should be submitted electronically (preferably in Microsoft Word 
format) to— 

ici.committee@scottish.parliament.uk  

If you have any questions regarding the Committee’s scrutiny of the Bill then please 
contact the Committee clerking team at the e-mail address above or on 0131 348 
5229. 
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