
 

 

HMP & YOI Cornton Vale 
 

Correspondence from the under 21s Visiting Committee 
 

Update on progress 
I have been invited by the Convener of the Justice Committee of The Scottish 
Parliament to provide an update on progress of which I am aware in regard to 
recommendations of HMCIP with regard to YOI Cornton Vale of which I am Chair of 
the Visiting Committee and in particular the latest inspection report. I have 
addressed my comments to sub section 5 of the latest report dated 14 April 2011. 
 
11.1 Female prisoners should have a focus at SPS Board level, with a view to 
setting the agenda to the future and ensuring such an agenda is implemented 
quickly and with purpose 
 
The recommendations have been addressed as follows: 
 

 There is now a Director of Prisons at Board level and following the upgrading 
of the Governor post the consolidation of the arrangements which had not 
been implemented as indicated in the Report have now been made 
operational and are effective. 

 The Strategy Document referred to in the report is now operational. 

 I am advised by the Governor that the funds referred to remain in place. 
 

It would therefore appear that progress has been made. 
 

11.2 The SPS should encourage uniformed members of staff to become 
familiar with a foreign language in order to build up a pool of expertise in each 
prison 
 
The recommendations have been addressed as follows: 
 

  There is now an interpreter service within the establishment located in the 
office to ensure privacy. Officers are aware of this service and with the 
multiplicity of languages now in the establishment this would appear to be 
appropriate and in my view addresses the concerns in the Report. 

 
11.3 The use of the back cell in Ross House should be discontinued 
immediately and more appropriate accommodation should be used for the 
most vulnerable women 
 

  The back cells continue to be used. 

 Funding has now been made available to provide more appropriate 
accommodation. 

 Training is now being given to officers but how effective this will be remains to 
be seen. 

 
11.4 The conditions in Peebles House should be improved 
 



 

 

  Redecoration work is being undertaken and a business case has been 
submitted for upgrading the unit which would indicate progress. 

 
11.5 Not a YOI Unit 
 
11.6 The conditions in Younger House should be improved  
 

  Progress has been made in Younger with the prisoners now having single 
cells and redecoration work having been completed 

 
11.7 As a matter of priority alternative systems to access toilets in Younger 
should be installed. In the meantime all prisoners should be able to access a 
toilet within a reasonable time 
 

 With single cells being in operation this has improved the access time to toilet 
accommodation and the sometimes 40 minute wait time has now been 
reduced to an average of 6 minute wait time. 

 
Nevertheless even this being an average time it is still not satisfactory and only by 
providing individual toilet arrangements can progress to be made bearing in mind 
issues which have had to be resolved in male prisons. 
 
11.8 Outdoor exercise areas should be improved and maintained 
 

  There has been no effective progress in this area. 
 

11.10 Arrangements should be put in place which allow women to be held in 
custody nearer the court at which they are appearing, if significant travel from 
Cornton Vale is involved or that greater use is made of court link facilities. In 
the meantime it is recommended that women travelling to court are offered the 
opportunity to shower before travel; are given a proper breakfast prior to 
travel; receive their methadone dose prior to travel; are allowed reading 
materials during travel; and have a hot meal on return 
 

  Methadone is prescribed by the Doctor and if he is satisfied then methadone 
is either given or refused. There are issues we understand of methadone 
being given at court but these being medical issues are not within our remit.  

  Meals which are now provided are sandwiches, hot pot noodles, and hot cups 
of soup. This is the only hot food provided. Should return from court be within 
the meal times of the establishment then hot food is provided as usual. 

  We are advised that showers are now available. 

  There are no video court links. 
 
11.11 A purpose built first night centre should be created 
 

  There has been established a first night centre in Younger for YO’s. Trials are 
underway in Ross house for Adults. This is not purpose built however and has 
been created from existing resources. 

 



 

 

11.14 A purpose built visits facility including a visitor centre as a national 
resource for Cornton Vale should be created 
 

  There has been no progress in this area whatsoever. Cornton Vale being a 
National Prison with visitors coming from many miles away with children to 
see mothers this lack of provision is simply not acceptable. 

  We understand that a business case has been submitted for a centre but 
having been submitted some time ago indicates no forward movement. 

 
11.15. A purpose built Mother and Baby Unit should be created 
 

  The accommodation here remains as outlined in the HMCIP report.  YO’s use 
this facility and at present there is one mother and baby in the unit To provide 
company and assistance for the mother another YO resides in the unit with 
the mother. 

 
11.16 A purpose built unit to hold prisoners out of normal circulation should 
be created and staff working in this unit should be properly trained to do so 
 

  This has not been progressed and whilst there is a certain amount of training 
for staff it must be remembered that staff are not trained as mental health 
specialists and the mental health issues are paramount. Much more attention 
must be given to this issue which has become very serious. 

 
11.18. A purpose built health centre should be created 
 

  This has not been progressed. 
 

11.20. Very vulnerable women should have proper care plans in place 
 

  Care plans are now in place and improvements apparent. 
 

11.22. Prisoners should be assessed for programmes to address offending 
behaviour and when they have been assessed they should be provided with 
the relevant programme 
 

  We are advised that the Assessment Board for Prisoner Progress comprising 
Social Work and other professionals continually review this situation on an 
ongoing basis. 

 
These comments refer particularly to the Young Offender population within the 
establishment and where observations made in the HMCIP Reports may sometimes 
be general to the combined population I have tried to isolate these in my response to 
the question asked by the Convener of the Justice Committee 
 
James H Scott 
Chair, under 21s Visiting Committee at Cornton Vale 
28 September 2011 
 


