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Justice Committee 
 

Female Offenders 
 

Letter from the Convener to the Scottish Prison Service 
 
As you will be aware, the Scottish Parliament‟s Justice Committee has in recent 
months been examining the progress made towards the findings of HM Chief 
Inspector of Prisons‟ latest inspection of HMP & YOI Cornton Vale published in 
June 2011. This work has involved considering updates on progress from the 
Governor of Cornton Vale, the prison visiting committees, and the Cabinet 
Secretary for Justice and visits to Cornton Vale, HMP Edinburgh and the 218 
Service for women offenders in Glasgow. 
 
The delegation of Members that visited Cornton Vale on 12 December found the 
visit interesting and informative and is grateful to management, staff and prisoners 
for their time and for helpfully answering Members‟ enquiries. The delegation noted 
the positive effect that the transfer of 100 prisoners to HMP Edinburgh has had on 
the overcrowding issue. However, the delegation is of the view that there are many 
outstanding issues in relation to the Chief Inspector‟s follow-up report. On this basis, 
the Committee agreed at its meeting on 20 December to seek a further update from 
the Scottish Prison Service on progress towards meeting the particular 
recommendations outlined below: 
 
12.02 The arrangements for maintaining privacy in the ablutions areas in 
Peebles, Bruce and Younger houses should be improved. 
The Committee would welcome details of the status of the revised bid for funding for 
cell refurbishment that was submitted in August 2011. 
11.10.5 & 12.19 Hot meals should be provided for prisoners who have arrived 
from court too late for the evening meal. 
The Committee is concerned that this request has not been progressed and would 
welcome an indication as to when the matter will be resolved. 
 
12.45 All prisoners being held in the “back cells” in Ross House should have 
a bed. 
The Committee seeks clarification as to why this matter has to wait until completion 
of a new build rather than being resolved as soon as possible. 
 
11.16 A purpose built unit to hold prisoners out of normal circulation should 
be created and staff working in this unit should be properly trained to do so.  
The Committee would welcome an update on staff training, details of the timetable 
for procurement and completion of the building, and information on the interim 
arrangements in the meantime. 
 
12.38 & 11.18 Access to visits for disabled prisoners and visitors should be 
improved and a purpose built health centre should be created. 
The Committee seeks clarification as to the status of the business case for visitor 
facilities and for a purpose built health centre. 
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11.03 The use of the “back cells” in Ross House should be discontinued 
immediately and more appropriate accommodation should be used for the 
most vulnerable women.  
The Committee understands that funding is available for alternative accommodation 
and that construction of this was planned to be underway in November 2011. During 
their visit to Cornton Vale, Committee members were concerned as to the length of 
time some inmates were being kept in the “back cells” and did not see or hear any 
evidence that the proposed construction had begun. The Committee would 
therefore welcome an update on progress regarding alternative accommodation and 
an indication of the average length of time prisoners can be kept in the “back cells”. 
 
11.04, 11.05, 11.06 & 11.14 The conditions in Peebles, Bruce, and Younger 
Houses should be improved and a purpose built visits facility, including a 
national resource for Cornton Vale, should be created.  
It is understood that a business case for refurbishment of these houses and the 
visits facility has been made. The Committee would welcome an update on the 
status of the business case. 
 
11.15 A purpose built mother and baby unit should be created. 
The Committee notes from the Governor‟s report of 14 September 2011 that there 
are no plans for a new purpose built unit, but that the existing unit has been 
decorated and upgraded. However, Committee members were concerned at the 
conditions in the unit and would welcome clarification as to why a new unit appears 
to have been ruled out. 
 
11.17 The range of education, learning and employability programmes 
available should be broadened.  
The Committee notes that this recommendation is marked as complete. The 
delegation enjoyed its visit to the learning centre and was pleased to briefly observe 
the classes taking place. However, the visit appeared to demonstrate limited 
opportunity to participate in meaningful study or work due to lack of staff resources. 
The Committee would welcome your comments on this. 
 
12.05 Every effort should be made to keep adult prisoners and young 
offenders separate in Bruce House and in Younger House. 
In the Governor‟s report of 14 September, this recommendation is marked as 
complete; however, changes appear to have been made only in Younger House. 
The Committee would therefore welcome an update on whether it is intended to 
make the equivalent separation in Bruce House.  
 
12.40 There should be a clear training strategy for officers and healthcare 
staff working with mothers and babies. 
The Committee seeks clarification as to why there are no plans to create such a 
strategy.  
 
12.51 Cornton Vale should look at ways of significantly increasing 
participation in education. 
The Committee would welcome an indication as to why this recommendation has 
been closed, when the only progress made is „monitoring in place‟.  
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I would be grateful if you could provide a response to the issues above by Friday 17 
February 2012. 
 
 
Christine Grahame MSP 
Convener 
11 January 2012 
 


