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I have been asked by the Council of the Sheriffs' Association to raise a matter about 
the shrieval membership of the Civil Justice Council proposed in the Civil Justice 
Council and Criminal Legal Assistance Bill. 
  
In paragraph 64 of the report of the Justice Committee on the Bill, it is stated that the 
Bill proposes "four judges including a minimum of one Court of Session judge and 
one sheriff" on the Civil Justice Council. In fact, clause 6(1)(e)(ii) of the Civil Justice 
Council and Criminal Legal Assistance Bill provides for the inclusion of "1 sheriff 
principal or sheriff".  
  
The Sheriffs' Association would be very concerned if the Council contained no sheriff 
among its members and is of the view that there should be at least two sheriffs on the 
Council. The current membership of the Sheriff Court Rules Council includes, by 
statute, three sheriffs: see section 33(1)(a) of the Sheriff Courts (Scotland) Act 1971. 
The bulk of civil litigation is conducted in the sheriff court. On implementation of the 
reforms proposed in the Gill Report on the Civil Courts Review, more work will be 
given to the sheriff court. In these circumstances, it is of concern to the Sheriffs' 
Association that the shrieval membership of the Civil Justice Council could be 
reduced to one or none at all. Furthermore, inevitably there are differences of 
approach between rural and urban courts, and it is difficult to harness diverse 
experience with a singular or non-existent shrieval representation. 
  
We hope, therefore, that serious consideration will be given to ensuring that the Bill 
provides for at least two sheriffs to be members of the Council. 
 
Sheriff Nigel Morrison 
Sheriffs’ Association 
22 October 2012 
 


