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I take this opportunity to write on behalf of the members of the Edinburgh Bar 
Association to extend our thanks and gratitude to the Justice Committee for the 
thorough debate and careful consideration that has been given to the submissions 
that have been made in relation to the issue of summary Legal Aid contributions. It 
has been clear that the Committee has given consideration to the issues raised by 
both the Law Society of Scotland and the Edinburgh Bar Association. 
 
It is in this context that I now write to express our disappointment and exasperation 
at the position expressed by the Scottish Legal Aid Board and the Scottish 
Government in relation to the ongoing negotiations. A representative of the Law 
Society Legal Aid negotiating team has met with the Edinburgh Bar Association and 
various other Bar Associations across Scotland to advise of the outcome of a 
meeting with the Scottish Legal Aid Board and a senior civil servant which took place 
on 31 October 2012. Despite assurances that there was to be ongoing negotiation 
and full consideration of all the issues considered by the Justice Committee at this 
stage of the Bill, it was stated in unequivocal terms by the Legal Aid Board that the 
Scottish Legal Aid Board will, under no circumstances, collect contributions in 
relation to summary criminal Legal Aid. The Law Society Representatives were 
advised that neither the Scottish Legal Aid Board nor the Government 
Representatives were willing to discuss this issue. 
 
It was further stated that there will be no potential movement in relation to this 
position under any circumstances and that there will be no amendment to the 
legislation on that basis. 
 
I feel it is extremely important that the Justice Committee is made aware of this 
situation given the efforts made by its members to fully and fairly explore the issues 
raised by this piece of legislation. 
 
Having garnered the views of the profession, there is an extremely strong sense of 
disappointment and disillusionment. The profession feel that it has been made clear 
that the decision in relation to the collection of contributions has been made and it 
now faces another heavy cut in fees. 
 
It is with some regret that I now advise that the Edinburgh Bar Association has as a 
result of this development taken the decision to consider taking industrial action at a 
future date. 
 
Should you wish to discuss any issues arising from these matters please do not 
hesitate to contact myself. 
 
Cameron Tait 
President 
1 November 2012 


