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Justice Committee 
 

Scottish Civil Justice Council and Criminal Legal Assistance Bill 
 

Letter from the Scottish Legal Aid Board 
 
I would like to clarify two issues raised at the Justice Committee meeting on 
13 November 2012 and would be grateful if you could pass this information to 
Committee members. 
 
According to the Official Report of the meeting at column 2019-2020, it is stated that 
“the Government’s claim that 82 per cent of clients will not have to make any 
contributions is based on modelling of only four medium sized firms, which is just not 
extensive or representative enough to be relied on.” 
 
That basis of this statement is incorrect. The Board’s analysis that 82% of applicants 
will not be assessed with a contribution was not based on the modelling of four firms. 
We analysed over 65,000 recent applications from the whole population of criminal 
legal aid applications and modelled the effect of the Bill provisions on applicants for 
ABWOR, summary and solemn criminal legal aid. From that, we assessed that 82% 
of applicants would be assessed as eligible without a contribution. This is outlined in 
the Policy Memorandum to the Bill.  
 
The case studies of four firms we sent to the Committee on 14 September 2012 
were given as case studies only of the effect on those firms of the collection of 
summary criminal legal aid contributions. The analysis of the four firms was not 
linked to the number of people we have modelled who will not pay contributions 
under the provisions in the Bill and was not the source of that analysis of 65,000 
applications. 
 
In addition, it is stated at column 2021 that: “…but when I was speaking to the 
solicitor out front the issue of the £600,000 figure given previously for the collection 
of fees was raised. I realise that this is literally a back-of-a-piece-of paper 
calculation.” 
 
To give the Committee reassurance, the Board’s calculation of the additional cost of 
£600,000 was based on our assessment of the number of staff required to process 
and collect the likely number of contributions. It is based on known staff costs and is 
therefore an informed estimate of the administrative cost to the Board of collecting 
the likely level of ABWOR, summary and solemn criminal legal aid contributions.  
 
Marie-Louise Fox 
Director of Operations 
Scottish Legal Aid Board 
23 November 2012 
 


