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At its meeting on 23 April, the Justice Committee considered the Offensive 
Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 2012. 
 
In particular, we discussed some of the recent concerns which have been raised with 
Members of the Committee with regard to the operation of the Act. These include the 
recent decision at Dundee Sheriff Court, as well as the situation which arose in 
Glasgow Gallowgate. We are particularly concerned that some of these issues may 
have arisen due to difficulties in the interpretation and implementation of the Act.  
 
Members noted that the Scottish Government is obliged to carry out a review of the 
operation of the offences created under the Act for the period 1 August 2012 to 1 
August 2014 and that a report of this review must be laid before the Parliament by 1 
August 2015. While this review will be welcome, following these recent events the 
Committee considers that an earlier review may be required.  
 
We recognise that proceedings in respect of the Dundee Sheriff Court case are 
currently ongoing, however, a more general review of the operation of the Act would 
be possible without going into the specifics of that particular case. Given the strength 
of feeling expressed on these issues in some quarters, I am writing to establish 
whether the Scottish Government has any plans at this stage to conduct an interim 
review of the operation of the Act. 
 
I have also written to the Lord Advocate seeking his views on the interpretation and 
implementation of the Act. 
 
I would be grateful if you could advise me of your current plans in respect of this 
matter by 10 May if at all possible. 
 
Christine Grahame MSP 
Convener, Justice Committee 
26 April 2013 
 


