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Letter from the Scottish Government to the Convener 
 
Thank you for your letter of 26 April about your Committee’s consideration of the Act 
at your meeting on 23 April, asking whether the Government has any plans at this 
stage to conduct an interim review of the operation of the Act. 
 
As your letter acknowledges, the Act requires that the Government reports to 
Parliament by 1 August 2015 on the operation of the Act’s offences over two full 
football seasons.  The Government fully intends to fulfil that obligation, and steps are 
already in hand to collect the evidence necessary to inform the report to Parliament.  
That process includes the commissioning of an independent evaluation of the 
offence of ‘offensive behaviour at regulated football matches’, under section 1 of the 
Act.   
 
As you are aware, the Government responded to concerns expressed by Parliament 
that an emergency Bill process did not provide sufficient time to consider this 
legislation and we extended the timetable for the Bill to enable full consideration of 
the issues.  In addition, we readily agreed to the suggestion in the Committee’s 
report on the Bill that it should contain express provision requiring the Government to 
report to Parliament on the operation of the legislation after it had been in operation 
for a sufficient length of time to evaluate the evidence of its impact.  Furthermore, the 
Act makes specific provision for change to the nature of the offences, and the 
Government remains open to using those powers to make appropriate changes in 
response to consideration of the report to Parliament on the operation of the Act. 
 
I remain of the view that awaiting that evidence on the operation of the Act is the 
best course of action.  However, I am pleased to inform you that the Government will 
publish next month the first annual statistics and analysis of the offences committed 
under the Act over the first year of its operation. 
 
I hope this response reassures your committee that the Government is taking proper 
measures to evaluate the operation of the Act in a way which will provide Parliament 
with a fully informed and considered report on the Act to meet our statutory 
obligations. 
 
Roseanna Cunningham 
Minister for Community Safety and Legal Affairs 
10 May 2013 
 


