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Dear Minister 
 
Community Justice (Scotland) Bill  
 
At its meeting yesterday, the Justice Committee considered an issues paper in relation 
to the Community Justice (Scotland) Bill, with a view to informing the drafting of its 
Stage 1 report on the Bill. The Committee agreed to further explore a number of related 
issues before reporting on the Bill. 
 
To inform this work, we agreed to ask you to provide further details of how:  

 any extension to the presumption against short sentences currently being 
consulted upon by the Scottish Government, and  

 the final configuration of the replacement women’s prison(s),  
would interact with the proposals in the Bill. In particular, we would welcome an 
explanation of whether you consider that the framework model set out in the Bill would 
be the most suitable model to support any increase in community disposals and related 
funding arrangements arising from these two policies.   
 
We would also welcome a flowchart or diagram setting out how the arrangements and 
various bodies would fit together and interact under the proposals in the Bill, as we are 
still unclear as to how the new arrangements would operate in practice. In addition, 
members requested clarification on when the national strategy for community justice is 
to be produced, given that local authorities are expected to produce transitional plans 
by January 2016.  
 
The Committee requests your response by 4pm on Thursday 29 October to allow 
members time to consider it in advance of the next Committee meeting on 3 November. 
We also noted that you are due to appear before the Committee at that meeting in 
relation to Stage 2 amendments to the Inquiries into Fatal Accidents and Deaths 



(Scotland) Bill and we would be grateful if you could make available a further 30 
minutes that morning to enable the Committee to take evidence on your response.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Christine Grahame MSP 
Convener, Justice Committee 

 


