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The undernoted is the collective response of West Dunbartonshrie, East 
Dunbartonshire and Argyll and Bute Councils. 
 
We welcome the committee’s attention with regard to the issues affecting female 
offenders.  The context within which this response is offered is of an average daily 
prison population from the area of 17 women.  The majority will be women serving 
relatively short sentences and not subject to statutory supervision upon release.  Our 
experience indicates that a small number of women contribute disproportionately to 
the overall level of imprisonment (remand and sentence).   
 
The above population is characterised by a high incidence of substance misuse 
(drugs and alcohol) and experience of gender based violence. Both have been noted 
as consistent features of women who regularly come into contact with the criminal 
justice system.  Concern with regard to the latter, set against a wider picture of a 
high levels of reported domestic violence have led to the establishment of a project 
providing specific support to women offenders affected by gender based violence. 
 
As noted above the majority of women discharged from custody do so without any 
formal supervision requirement and as such do not benefit from multi agency pre 
release planning devoted to offenders receiving sentences which attract post release 
supervision arrangements.   
 
A dilemma in addressing any needs identified in result of this absence of provision is 
that formal supervision arrangements are focussed on offenders who have 
committed serious offences attracting longer custodial sentences. Therefore, whilst 
not detracting from the clear needs of women serving custodial sentences, these 
maybe difficult to prioritise against the greater levels of risk being managed with 
regard to formal supervision arrangements. 
 
Within the above context, the Argyll and Bute and Dunbartonshire’s Criminal Justice 
Partnership would acknowledge the many difficulties facing women in prison without 
formal support/supervision arrangements upon release.  The impact of this manifests 
itself in relation to difficulties with regard to securing stable accommodation, help 
with substance misuse problems and access to health services. 
 
Efforts to mitigate these difficulties having included the availability since 2010 of 
support for women in custody who have children, through CIRCLE, the funding for 
which ceases in March this year. The Criminal Justice Partnership supports a 
voluntary sector provider to enhance availability of transitional arrangements 
between custody and community with regard to women (and men) with substance 
misuse problems.  Where these arrangements achieve success it would appear that 



a proactive approach to continuity of contact in custody and in the community is 
essential. 
 
In summary, the relatively low number of women receiving custodial sentences, the 
nature of the sentences and the absence of formal requirements to provide services 
specific to the needs of this group present a considerable challenge to services 
within a climate of financial retrenchment. Where specific supervision is provided and 
has achieved a measure of success this appears to be predicated on a pro active 
approach focussing on the particular needs of individual women with clear links 
between prison and the community. 
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