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Justice Committee 
 

Female Offenders: throughcare in addressing reoffending 
 

Written submission from Dumfries and Galloway Council 
 

1. What support do you provide for women released from a custodial 
sentence (e.g. in relation to housing, benefits, employment, education, 
addiction and mental health problems)? 
 
All women released from custody to Dumfries and Galloway are offered the following 
services: 

 Housing; through prioritised Homeless service or through the Support 
service provided by SACRO for ex-offenders. Discussions have 
commenced with other providers in respect of accessing other housing 
support.  

 APEX provide a specific service for ex-offenders facing barriers to 
employment and training, this service is not gender specific in terms of 
accepting referrals but is person centred 

 An arrest referral service for alcohol and drug use is in place. The Through 
care Addiction Service that is provided in house has been refocused with 
the priority being women offenders and young offenders 

 There is no specific mental health service for male or female ex-offenders.  

 There is a commitment to implementing the Community Justice Authority 
Family Strategy to ensure effective work includes colleagues from Children 
and Families. 

 
There is only one former Long Term Women Prisoner on licence to this Council and 
therefore the majority of these services are provided on a voluntary basis 
 
2. How does the above support differ from that provided for other women 
living in your local authority area (i.e. how are services tailored to the 
particular needs of women released from a custodial sentence)? 
 
The above services are either dedicated to ex-offenders (no matter their gender) or 
are prioritised services to ex-offenders or as in the case of addiction services women 
offenders have been prioritised.  
 
3. How does the support offered to women released from a custodial 
sentence differ depending upon whether a woman was serving a long-term or 
short-term sentence (the Justice Committee has been advised that only those 
prisoners sentenced to four or more years are covered by mandatory 
Throughcare requirements)? 
 
The difference is limited given the few women that are subject to Statutory 
Supervision. The main difference is based on how the risk assessment associated 
with High Risk of harm to others affects access to services or a requirement to 
attend particular services. 
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4. Are there any areas where you have identified gaps or weaknesses in 
the support provided to women released from a custodial sentence? What 
plans do you have to address such gaps or weaknesses? 
 
There are four main gaps: 

 Mental health services; this is being addressed through discussions with 
mental Health colleagues and through the Community Justice Authority 

 Addiction services, but note the revised priority for women offenders.  

 Links with Children and Families; revised Locality management 
arrangements include creating a more integrated person centred approach 
across all Social Work Services 

 Housing support; see commitment to develop links to other generic and 
specific housing support providers. This includes former specialist in work 
with mental disorder and addictions 

 
5. What impact will any planned budget cuts have on the support provided 
to women released from a custodial sentence? 
 
No impact on women at this time. In fact the services to women are being prioritised. 
This work is being led by 2 Senior Social Workers who attended a recent conference 
on women in the Criminal Justice system 
 
6. How and when do you liaise with prison establishments in relation to the 
support needs of female prisoners who may be expected to move into your 
local authority area upon release? Are you confident that you have systems in 
place to ensure that all such women are identified? 
 
The liaison had been undertaken by the lead manager for Throughcare services. The 
management structure has been reviewed and another officer will liaise directly with 
Cornton Vale to identify issues and seek solutions through the Criminal Justice 
Social Work management Group and other strategic groups within the Council and 
the Community Justice Authority. 
 
7. What additional support do you provide for women released from a 
custodial sentence where they have children? 
 
See commitment to Community Justice Authority Family Strategy and the integrated 
approach to the delivery of social work services.  
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