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Justice Committee 
 

Female Offenders: throughcare in addressing reoffending 
 

Written submission from Fife Council 
 
1. What support do you provide for women released from a custodial 
sentence (e.g. in relation to housing, benefits, employment, education, 
addiction and mental health problems)? 
 
All women released from custody on a statutory order would have all of the above 
addressed via their supervision with referral to appropriate agencies and services. 
As these should have been identified via the ICM process some such as housing 
and benefits would have been addressed prior to release.  
 
Any person released from custody on no statutory order can request Voluntary 
Throughcare for a period of 12 months either prior to release or subsequent to 
release and again would be supported to access community services and agencies 
in relation to the above.  
 
It should be noted that Job centre Plus provide a service in custodial establishments 
to offer advice and ensure a smooth transition to the  community and housing advice 
is provided by Fife Council Housing service at both HMP Corntonvale and HMP 
Edinburgh.  
 
2. How does the above support differ from that provided for other women 
living in your local authority area (i.e. how are services tailored to the 
particular needs of women released from a custodial sentence)? 
 
The difference would be in needs being identified via the ICM process for those on 
statutory supervision on release or by the person having a right to a voluntary 
Throughcare service.  
 
3. How does the support offered to women released from a custodial 
sentence differ depending upon whether a woman was serving a long-term or 
short-term sentence (the Justice Committee has been advised that only those 
prisoners sentenced to four or more years are covered by mandatory 
throughcare requirements)? 
 
Any woman released from custody has a right to request a voluntary Throughcare 
service and in respect of the needs highlighted at (1) would be supported to access 
services relevant to those.    
 
4. Are there any areas where you have identified gaps or weaknesses in 
the support provided to women released from a custodial sentence? What 
plans do you have to address such gaps or weaknesses? 
 
Funding is provided via the Community Justice Authority to SACRO to provide a 
service modelled on the mentoring approach to offender support following release.  
The premise of this model is that by offering a supportive, pro-social, but informal 
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working relationship you are more likely to gain service user buy in and trust.  The 
mentoring worker can support the woman by identifying agencies that she can work 
with and supporting her to become involved with them by going along.  Mentoring is 
a simple, flexible and person-centred way of helping offenders practically reintegrate 
and develop their confidence and meaningful supports back in the community.  
 
5. What impact will any planned budget cuts have on the support provided 
to women released from a custodial sentence? 
 
There are no planned cuts to the funding of statutory or voluntary services to women 
offenders.  If the additional specific grant allocated for work with women offenders 
was not available in future years, the services currently commissioned would have to 
be de-commissioned.  
 
6. How and when do you liaise with prison establishments in relation to the 
support needs of female prisoners who may be expected to move into your 
local authority area upon release? Are you confident that you have systems in 
place to ensure that all such women are identified? 
 
As noted above statutory prisoners are identified via the ICM process and the social 
work units at both HMP Corntonvale and HMP Edinburgh are aware of how to 
request a voluntary Throughcare service on behalf of prisoners are as Link Centre 
staff.   
 
7. What additional support do you provide for women released from a 
custodial sentence where they have children? 
 
Funding is allocated via the Community Justice Authority to Circle who provide a 
focussed support service to female offenders who had children in the transition 
between prison and resettlement into the community.  The aim of this service is to 
achieve better holistic outcomes for women who have children in order that there 
chances of developing positive relationships with their children and of avoiding 
recidivism/drug or alcohol relapse/homelessness/domestic abuse etc.   
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