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Thank you for your enquiry into services for women involved within the Justice 
system and the associated questions.  In relation to the reply and for ease of 
reference I have copied your questions and provided our response.   
 
1. What support do you provide for women released from a custodial 
sentence? 
 
The Council provides services to women involved in the Criminal Justice system 
through the ring-fenced grant provided by the Scottish Government in line with 
National Standards and current legislation.  Although there is provision for voluntary 
through-care, most through-care provided for women is statutory supervision for 
those sentenced to 4 years plus.  Voluntary through-care for women is not taken up 
by women as often as we would like. 

 
General support and advice within Glasgow is available from social workers, 
addiction workers, housing officials, colleagues in Glasgow Community Safety & 
Services and through the NHS.  Services across the city are aware of the needs of 
this group of women, with returning prisoners often prioritised.  There are a number 
of specifically tailored services for women within the city including, Routes out of 
Prostitution, the 218 Service and a planned extension to the Young Women’s 
Service.  Additional to this, one qualified social worker has a role in co-ordinating 
information and linking women to services focussing this on the pre-release stage in 
an attempt to link women into services. 
 
2. How does the above support differ from that provided for other women 
living in your local authority area? 
 
Please refer to the above for the information in relation to the services available.  
The majority of the specifically tailored services for women are provided by the 3rd 
sector.  These are highly specialised and are mainly targeted at very vulnerable 
groups of women.  This approach compliments the universal services and enables 
the city to provide some level of a tiered response to the needs of this group of 
offenders   
 
3. How does the support offered to women released from custodial 
sentence differ depending upon whether a woman was serving a long-term or 
short term sentence? 
 
The nature of the relationship between the supervisor and those on statutory after-
care and voluntary after-care is one differing aspect of how support is offered to 
women offenders.  The aspect of compulsion can have both a positive and negative 
impact on how women perceive the support on offer to them.  The rate of take-up of 
voluntary after-care is low and it may be helpful to consider the length of period 
before women are subject to this form of support. 
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Long term prisoners will also benefit from better sentence planning.  This normally 
means an annual Integrated Case Management Meeting as well as a more 
considered approach to pre-release planning which should more effectively address 
the complexities of women re-integrating into communities. 
 
4. Are there any areas where you have identified gaps or weaknesses in 
the support provided to women released from a custodial sentence.  What 
plans do you have to address such gaps or weaknesses? 
 
A particular weakness is planning for discharge and support provision for offenders 
on short-term sentences.  The funding to assist re-integration of women on short-
term sentences does not match the diversity and intensity of need for the majority of 
this group of women.  Consequently, lower levels of planning contribute to 
sometimes poorly co-ordinated support which can have a negative impact on women 
in receipt of services they require. 
 
The Local Authority and Glasgow CJA have established a Woman Offenders 
Strategic Group.  This recently established group has attempted to link providers of 
services to women being released form custody in an attempt to improve information 
sharing and co-ordination of services.  

 
5. What impact will any planned budget costs have on the support 
provided to women released from a custodial sentence? 
 
This is evidently relative to the scale of budget reduction.  What is clear is that there 
are limited opportunities for investment in voluntary through-care and any cuts to this 
limited provision will have a significant impact on women released from custody.  
More generalised cuts to local authorities and the third sector organisations will also 
have a negative impact on the wider network of resources beyond the immediate 
needs associated with discharge from custody.   
 
6. How and when do you liaise with prison establishment in relation to the 
support needs of female prisoners who maybe expected to move into your 
local authority area on release?  Are you confident that you have systems in 
place to ensure that all such women are identified? 
 
The Local Authority does not have a particular problem in the identification of women 
who move into the local authority other than, in circumstances where a choice to 
reside in the city is made at short notice.  However, the issue is the Local Authority’s 
capacity to engage with women who are not subject to statutory through-care, and 
where their circumstances are often a barrier to planned work on a voluntary basis. 
 
7. What additional support do you provide for women released from a 
custodial sentence where they have children? 
 
There is no specialised intervention from CJSW.  Staff are expected to bring a 
holistic understanding of the needs of individuals they work with including those who 
have children. Social Workers in Criminal Justice would be expected to assist 
offenders with children to engage with universal and specialist services, if required.  
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The organisation ‘Circle’ does provide a limited support to females with children 
released from custody but currently does not report its activity to the local authority. 
 
 
George Black 
Chief Executive 
31 January 2012 


