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1. Justice must be seen to be done – there are few enough ordinary citizens who 
go, or get a practical chance to go, to see cases being conducted in our courts. The 
court is a public place or else it is almost worthless. Over all the years I have been 
doing tv and radio phone-ins and newspaper columns, there has been and is a real 
public interest in the law and the administration of justice, and the courts should bear 
their share of accountability. 
  
2. I appreciate that someone who is innocent of a crime would not wish to be 
shown on tv in the dock or the witness box, enduring aggressive cross-examination 
perhaps, but if found not guilty, he or she would no doubt prefer that decision to be 
given substantial publicity and prominence. Justice is already rightly a public event, 
and at a purely practical level frankly better for an accused person to be shown in 
video than in a snapped newspaper or web photo which can often make the subject 
look, or be made to look, negative/shifty/unpleasant. In other words, there is no 
sacrosanctity about press reporting as we currently have. Tv exposure would give a 
more rounded portrait of participants.  
   
3. There is a rule that ignorance of the law is no excuse. How can this be fair 
unless the public have an opportunity to learn about the law and the courts? 

  
4. TV is already in Parliament, the highest place of public law-making and 
enforcement. It would be almost perverse if we said that the courts are to be entirely 
different. 
  
5. I entirely understand the issues of witness intimidation (both overt and 
subjective) and the need to protect the vulnerable, as well as not prejudicing trial 
outcomes by showing accused persons before witnesses have given evidence etc, 
but those are management and production issues – the how, and not the why. Our 
Scottish tv industry is premier league and would be able to follow guidelines and 
rules laid down by the court authorities. 
  
6. Allowing cameras into courts will help in some way at least to break down the 
preconceptions that the public have – partly through seeing fictional representations 
of court cases, often from the USA and England, and partly through plain lack of 
access to our courts.  
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