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Key points from national statistics on exclusion1 
 
1. There are persistent patterns in who gets excluded from school. Boys are 
more likely to be excluded than girls, those with additional support needs are more 
likely than those without, and those living in areas of deprivation are more likely to be 
excluded than those living in economically advantaged areas. 
 
2. Numbers excluded from primary schools in 2002/3 and 2010/11 are similar 
with just over 4,100 cases. However there was a peak in numbers in 2006/07 at just 
over 6,000. Numbers excluded from secondary schools have declined over the same 
period from 31,000 cases in 2002/03 to 21, 688 in 2010/11. Again there was a peak 
in 2006/07 with numbers reaching 37,566. New figures due in December 2012 will 
provide evidence of whether this decline is continuing. 
 
3. The vast majority of exclusions in primary and secondary schools are fixed 
term and for three days or fewer. However there is a worrying minority in secondary 
schools, 1452 pupils, who are excluded for 6 days or more, and of these 211 are 
excluded for more than two weeks. 
 
4. Most pupils are excluded only once. However, there is a worrying minority 
excluded more than once suggesting that exclusion as a sanction is not working. In 
2010/11 there were 1492 pupils excluded four times or more and 18 pupils excluded 
10 times.  
 
5. It is likely to be among the minority of pupils who are excluded for longer 
periods of time and who are repeatedly excluded that are those most at risk of 
offending. Such exclusion patterns suggest profound disaffection from schooling and 
a failure by schools and local authorities to find a solution to such disaffection. 
 
6. Reasons for exclusion are typically failure to obey rules, insolence etc. 
However 459 exclusions were for physical assault using an improvised weapon and 
332 for physical assault using a weapon. 396 exclusions were for substance misuse 
and 129 for fire raising. 
 
7. A very small and declining number of the total pupil population in primary and 
secondary school are permanently excluded, meaning that parents in collaboration 
with the local authority must find a place in another school. The number in 2002/3 
was 292and in 2010/11 it was 60. 
 
8. Summary statistics on exclusion from school are now published every year in 
December but the supplementary data underpinning the summary tables are likely to 
be of most interest to the Committee as these give a much finer grained picture and 
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draw attention to the small minority of pupils whose exclusion in terms of length, 
number of repeats and reasons for exclusion suggest that multi-agency intervention 
is required to reduce the risk of offending. 
 
School interventions 
 
1. Research carried out on Behaviour in Schools in 2009,2 using large scale 
surveys of teachers, headteachers and support staff in primary and secondary 
schools, found that pupils were generally perceived to be well behaved and that 
perceptions of behaviour had improved significantly from 2006. 
 
2. Schools used a wide range of interventions to promote positive behaviour and 
deal with negative behaviour. The most commonly used were promoting a positive 
ethos based on mutual respect between teachers and pupils, and break time 
supervision. These were also seen as the most helpful. Secondary teachers also 
highlighted sanctions such as referral to more senior staff, punishment exercises and 
detention as being used frequently or sometimes. 
 
3. Support in promoting positive behaviour and in dealing with negative 
behaviour is available in a number of ways in both primary and secondary schools. 
This includes the provision of classroom and learning assistants, specialist support 
staff, support from colleagues and professional development and training. These 
were all highly valued. 
 
4. The Scottish Government supports the development and use of interventions 
through the Positive Behaviour Support Team which supports schools and local 
authorities. 
 
5. Supporting pupils who have been excluded for long periods of time and/or 
repeatedly usually requires multi-agency intervention, involving community policy, 
social work and sometimes health as well as education.  
 
6. Such pupils usually have deep seated problems and research by Deuchar et 
al on gangs in Glasgow and on young people living in areas of multiple deprivation, 
suggests that there is a deep seated culture particularly among young men, in which 
violence and weapons carrying is a signature of masculine identity. Deuchar3 points 
out that many of the young people he interviewed had a history of exclusion from 
school. 
 
7. Exclusion does not of itself cause criminality – although violent and 
aggressive behaviour can result in exclusion. Rather, multiple and long term 
exclusion should act as a warning signal that young people are at risk and need 
help. 
 
Professor Pamela Munn 
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 R. Deuchar (2009) Gangs, Marginalised Youth and Social Capital, Trentham Books. 


