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I am writing to you to concerning the proposed closure of Haddington Sheriff Court. It 
is difficult to put into words the sense of anger and resentment this decision is taking 
with regards my local community. The Court represents a great deal more than an 
ancient local institution. It is a landmark of local justice where justice is seen to be 
done. The weight of evidence against the decision to close the Court is 
overwhelming and I urge members of the Justice Committee to re-think this 
ridiculous proposition. As centrepiece of town life for nearly 8 centuries it is beyond 
belief that we are moving the Court to an overcrowded and totally inadequate central 
facility. 
 
Haddington Sheriff Court is a busy court and the impact of its closure on local people 
and groups, including Haddington Citizens Advice Bureau which faces losing four 
staff from its legal advice service, as a consequence of the closure, is appalling. 
There can be no denying that the operation of a Court is not cheap and that these 
are challenging times for government. However there is such a thing as essential 
services in times of hardship. The Court is one of these essential services. By 
centralising all instruments of state in one place you remove local communities from 
the justice system. This breeds alienation and disillusionment with the state and our 
criminal justice apparatus. This is something all governments should be working hard 
to avoid. Devolution is an important part of engaging citizens and this reckless act 
risks creating a further gulf between citizens and government. 
 
Politics will play heavily in this decision. East Lothian is not a part of the world where 
the SNP have much to lose politically. Yet good government is surely about 
consensus and accountability. If these are the watchwords of the Scottish 
Government, then I hope it will back calls to save this court. In saving the Sheriff 
Court you will demonstrate a commitment to protecting local communities and 
putting the needs of small towns ahead of balance sheets and political calculation. 
 
Mr and Mrs M Stitt 
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