
SCS13G 

1 

Justice Committee 
 

Scottish Court Service recommendations for a future court structure in 
Scotland 

 
Written submission from North Lanarkshire Council 

 
I enclose response on behalf of North Lanarkshire Council's to the Justice 
Committee's request for views on the recommendations in 'Shaping Scotland's Court 
Services' together with (1) the Council's response to the Consultation dated 
December 2012; and copy letter to the Scottish Courts Service dated 8th May 
2013 and relevant enclosure. 
 
Council’s response to the consultation 
 
The main response can be found here: 
http://www.scotcourts.gov.uk/docs/default-source/court-services-consultation-
responses-april-2013/north-lanarkshire-council.pdf?sfvrsn=2  
 
Additional comments 
 
Closure of Motherwell and Cumbernauld Justice of the Peace Courts will equate to a 
considerable loss of income to the Council. 
 
North Lanarkshire Council believes that the closure of Motherwell and Cumbernauld 
Justice of the Peace Courts will constitute a serious reduction in the availability of 
summary justice in North Lanarkshire.  One of the principles of the summary justice 
system as it existed was to dispense justice within local communities and much of 
this principle will be lost by what is proposed, both for those in the justice system and 
those who have dealings with it. 
 
As was made clear in our response to the Scottish Courts Service consultation, we 
have serious concerns about these proposed changes.  We do not believe that 
access to justice is served by these proposals and we have concerns about travel 
time, about the economic impact on many of our town centres and the potential costs 
to the users of our courts. 
 
The consultation paper cited the low volume of work, poor facilities and the proximity 
of the existing courts to the sheriff courthouse as the rationale for closure.  The 
Council does not accept this analysis can be applied to Cumbernauld and 
Motherwell JP Courts. 
 
The analysis did not take into account that Cumbernauld JP court serves a disparate 
population and that many court users will have a significantly longer and more 
expensive journey.  Public transport services between Cumbernauld and Coatbridge 
are poor.   
 
Additionally, we are concerned that witnesses may find themselves travelling on the 
same public transport as the accused or witnesses cited by the opposing side.  We 
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believe that these factors will deter witnesses from attending court and potentially 
lead to further delay and expense in securing their attendance. 
 
Furthermore, 2,548 new complaints were dealt with by Motherwell JP Court over 156 
sitting days in 2011/12, up from 2,191 new complaints during the previous year.  The 
rationale for closure of the JP court in Motherwell does not reflect the upward trend 
in volume of work there. 
 
We are also concerned that accused persons will be less likely to attend court if the 
JP court is transferred outwith their local area.  We believe that this will lead to more 
warrants being issued to secure accused persons’ attendance in court and therefore 
the burden on the public purse will be increased. 
 
Letter to SCS 16 May 
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Letter to SCS 8 May 
 

 
 

 
 
 


