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I wish to object to the closure of Haddington Sheriff Court. I do so with reference to 
your 2 questions 

1) Evidence given at a recent locally convened meeting is to the effect that closure 
will impact on business in the local economy to the extent of £307,000 per annum 
which is an extremely significant figure. Evidence was also given that the closure of 
the court will not provide the savings originally mooted and that, in fact, the 
reconvening of the court in Edinburgh will actually cost significantly more to the 
public purse not only to other public bodies but also to the Scottish Court Service. 
This is actually in the order of double the cost and is of grave concern as the 
information was not given to the public until a Freedom of Information request sought 
by the former Sheriff at Haddington, George W S Presslie. The figures have now 
been incorporated into a report convened by the East Lothian Faculty of Procurators 
by Alex McLaren of Complex Financial Solutions, which has been sent with other 
objections to the committee. 

Access to justice will be severely affected, as users will need to use the Sheriff Court 
in Edinburgh which has a slower turn around of all types of business, local solicitors 
will need to travel a considerable distance to present their client's case meaning that 
they will have less time in the office to service other business, often vulnerable 
litigants will need to travel to Edinburgh, often frequently and find the funds to do so. 
Witnesses and accused will also need to make this journey. It is reasonably 
considered that a number will fail to do so resulting in increased cost to the public 
purse in continued cases and warrants for apprehension of accused persons. The 
excellent service provide by the Haddington CAB will not be able to operate in 
Edinburgh which presently assists civil litigants in court.  

2) As a solicitor who has practised in Haddington and Tranent for the past 15 years, I 
am able to state that Court users will undoubtedly be adversely affected by the 
proposed closure. It takes 50 minutes to travel to Edinburgh Sheriff Court from 
Haddington and has the feeling of being a considerable distance, People who live in 
outlying areas have a greater distance to travel. Those who attend court are often 
those least equipped to travel such a distance regularly particularly if their case 
needs a number of days. It is known that emergency matters are given an immediate 
hearing in Haddington Sheriff Court and the figures available show that 
Haddington consistently meets its targets. If East Lothian cases are transfered to 
Edinburgh Sheriff Court then there will be a slower turn around as there will be a 
greater level of business to be dealt with. I believe that the whole range of court 
users will be adversely affected - jurors, accused, witnesses, people involved to civil 
cases and guardianship cases as they particularly involve the vulnerable. It cannot 
be stated too highly that attending court is a very difficult and often challenging 
experience for people. In matters concerning the winding up of estates figures show 
that the period taken to finalise this is considerably less in Haddington Sheriff Court 
than Edinburgh Sheriff Court. 
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I would very much hope that these comments, along with others will be taken into 
account by the committee. Scotland has a proud tradition of providing excellent 
access to justice which will be undermined if this closure is given effect to. 
 
Fiona Corsar 
20 May 2013 
 

 


