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I am a Court Solicitor practising in Duns and I previously sent a letter in relation to 
the consultation exercise and understand that matters are being looked at further in 
the Justice Committee. 
 
I have written indicating that I am opposed to the closure of Duns Court and would 
confirm that the reasons for this are because the closure of Duns Court will have 
significant implications for justice both civil and criminal. 
 
We are residing in an area which is dependent on public transport and it is well-nigh 
impossible for parties to get from Eyemouth to Jedburgh in time for Court starting at 
10 am. 
 
It has already been tried in Selkirk that jury trials were taken out of Edinburgh Sheriff 
Court and moved down there. This did not last very long because there were 
problems with transport. 
 
Dealing as we do as Solicitors with a large number of Child Welfare Hearings it is 
important that parents can make provision for their children while they attend at 
Court. At the present time that can be done while there is a Court in Duns. 
 
I understand that invited parties are going to be asked to give evidence to the Justice 
Committee and it is hoped that parties from the Borders will be in a position to show 
how impossible it is to access the Courts which are to remain open from the eastern 
Borders. 
 
Another point which should be made is that this Court closing exercise is being 
carried out in order to save money. I think I am correct in saying that the cost of 
Duns Court is in the region of £6,000 per annum. 
 
There would be no saving whatsoever in closing the Court for the Scottish Court 
Services given that Scottish Court Services own the Court building, the Court room, 
the corridor and the lift. In these circumstances the local authority will not wish to buy 
back this small part of the larger building as they are trying to offload other buildings. 
 
It is clear from the conclusions that this has been carried out on a purely financial 
basis and the decisions as to which Courts have to close has been carried out 
depending on the number of trials and proofs which were taking place at the 
appropriate Court. 
 
It is clear that this has been totally distorted for Duns given that the vast majority of 
Duns civil proofs are dealt with at Jedburgh currently and all jury trials take place at 
Jedburgh. This does not reflect the figures which start at Duns. 
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It is clear to me that Duns can be held up as a model for the operation of outlying 
Courts in that we appear already to be operating what is desired, i.e. justice as 
cheaply as possible for the convenience of Court users. 
 
It is clear that Duns has been marked down for closure because it meets the criteria, 
however in a rural area this is not the way that justice should be decided. There will 
be no savings to the court service by closing Duns Court and no gain from any sale 
of the premises. The Scottish Court Services will continue to meet its share of the 
expenses of the building which will remain unused and closed. There will be great 
inconvenience and added costs to other people. 
 
I understand that when juries were moved from Edinburgh to Selkirk they were 
stopped because there were problems in getting the witnesses down on time, there 
were problems with transport in that witnesses and complainers were having to 
travel on the same buses and it was often and it was often the case that a Court was 
ready to start and the Doctors necessary as prosecution witnesses were still in 
Edinburgh and had to be taxied down. 
 
It is clear to all of us Court users that it is not going to work if the Courts are closed 
and I would suspect that in 2016 new Court buildings will have to be looked at at a 
far greater cost than the cost of dispensing local justice at the present time. 
 
I trust you will take this into account. 
 
Melrose & Porteous 
Duns 
20 May 2013 


