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Justice Committee 
 

Scottish Court Service recommendations for a future court structure in 
Scotland 

 
Written submission from Louise Reynolds 

 
I am writing to object to the closure of Haddington Sheriff Court. 
 
I work as a Paralegal with a Haddington firm of solicitors, Garden Stirling Burnet.    
During the consultation process from September – December 2012, I was actively 
involved in objections to the closure of Haddington Sheriff Court from professionals 
and public.    A huge public support obtained over 3000 signed petitions jointly from 
the East Lothian Faculty, East Lothian Courier and Iain Gray MSP.    In addition a 
huge response was obtained from the Facebook Page set up and also online Save 
HSC website.      
 
I understand that the objection response received against the closure of Haddington 
far outweighed the response received in respect of any other Court. Despite this 
Scottish Court Service ignored all submissions. 
 
I attended a Public Hearing which heard evidence from Angela Leitch, Chief 
Executive of East Lothian Council, Anne Hastie from CAB and Alex McLaren, 
Complex Financial Solutions which heard the following information: 
 

 Angela Craig, Chief Executive of East Lothian Council advised that the 
estimated the loss of business economy to the community of East Lothian 
following the closure of Haddington Sheriff Court would be £307,000. 
 
Ms Leitch also indicated that East Lothian Council indicated that in respect of 
the estimated SCS annual savings of £47,000 the Local Authority may be 
prepared to contribute or meet these costs as part of their Welfare Budget.    
 

 East Lothian Faculty of Procurators obtained a Report from Alex McLaren, 
Complex Financial Solutions, a Forensic Accountant, in which he estimates 
the loses to the public purse in the sum of £544,420 per annum.   
 

 The cost of relocating Haddington Sheriff Court staff to Edinburgh will result in 
a one off cost of approximately £34,260.   The annual savings will result in 
approximately £47,000. 
 
In respect of non legal public sector workers requiring to attend Court will 
burden an annual increase of £85,826.    
 

 Performance Report for Lothian and Borders dated March 2013 clearly shows 
that criminal matters at Haddington Sheriff Court cases outnumber those in 
Jedburgh, Duns, Peebles and Selkirk. No Trials were adjourned due to lack of 
Court time. Haddington Sheriff Court business consistently meets all targets, 
such business outweighing that of Selkirk and Jedburgh. 
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 Similarly in respect of Civil registered cases exceed those in Jedburgh, Duns, 
Peebles and Selkirk. 
 

 The closure of both Duns and Haddington Sheriff Court would see the whole 
Eastern Borders region being without access to justice.     
 

 SCS recommendations state travel to Edinburgh from Haddington is 28 
minutes. This is totally ridiculous and would not be without breaking several 
Road Traffic laws and does not include parking which is expensive.  Similarly 
with Tranent to Edinburgh travel stated at 22 mins, not feasible.  Bus travel is 
the same.  The travel time from Tranent to Edinburgh is 59 minutes, this does 
not include travel from Princes Street to Chambers Street where the Court is 
situated. 
 

 SCS recommendations only state larger towns in their calculations i.e. 
Tranent, Prestonpans, Haddington and Dunbar.   NO mention of outlying 
smaller villages such as Garvald, Gifford, Elphinstone, Ormiston, Spott, 
Whitekirk to name but a few which have no regular bus service to Edinburgh 
the residents of whom require to travel to such larger towns. 
 

 The Faculty of East Lothian put the proposal to Scottish Court Service in the 
event that Duns Sheriff Court were to close that Haddington Sheriff Court 
incorporate their business.    Towns and villages on the A1 have public 
transport readily accessible to Haddington Sheriff Court.   Residents of 
Eyemouth, St Abbs, Ayton etc would require to travel to Jedburgh Sheriff 
Court on minor A and B roads with a journey of 46 miles which would take 1 
hour 12 mins.     Haddington Sheriff Court journey of 33 miles on the main A1 
which would take 40 mins.    Clearly this option is practicable and reasonable 
giving all residents appropriate access to justice.    This too was ignored by 
SCS. 
 

 The delays and length of time taken to deal with business currently at 
Edinburgh Sheriff Court will only become greater once the business of 
Personal Injury is relocated there notwithstanding the numerous business 
transferred from Haddington Sheriff  & J P Courts.  Further delays are 
inevitable. 
 

 Urgent civil protection family matters, such as interdicts from domestic abuse 
and removal of children can be heard in Haddington Sheriff Court within 24 
hours.   This is not be possible in Edinburgh. 
 

 Executry matters are constantly delayed in Edinburgh Sheriff Court giving 
additional grief to the bereaved family.   
 

 Accused persons in respect of criminal matters are generally on limited 
income.   The cost of travel will be unaffordable and will result in numerous 
warrants being granted for their arrest. 
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 The new Police Scotland recommendations are any domestic related incident 
regardless of severity will result in one party being arrested.   I appreciate that 
domestic abuse requires to be dealt with severely and appropriately, however, 
even the most minor argument will result in arrest and bail conditions.    
Similarly, with any non-payment of fine in respect of a domestic related 
offence will result in accused appearing from custody. 
 

 Vulnerable adults whether appeared in civil or criminal matters rely heavily on 
Care Workers to assist them with Court appearances.   These Care Workers 
will be unable to attend with such persons to Court in Edinburgh where delays 
are long.    These vulnerable adults will therefore not attend and will result in 
added pressure and anxiety when warrants are granted for their arrest and 
ultimately result in them appearing from custody.   I would refer you to the 
Human Rights Commission. 
 

I strongly oppose the closure of Haddington Sheriff Court for all of the stated reasons 
which is totally unjustified both from an access of justice view and also economically. 

 

Louise Reynolds 
21 May 2013 
 
 
 
NOTE REFERRED TO:- 
 
Complex Financial Solutions  
 
Lothian and Borders Performance March 2013 
 
http://www.scottishhumanrights.com/publications/consultationresponses  
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