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1. The closure of Haddington Sherriff Court will be disastrous locally. 
 
The local economy is suffering as it is. 
 
Jobs will be lost. 
 
Those who work in lawyers’ offices will be badly affected which could lead to more 
job losses and companies moving from the area. 
 
The town will also suffer - local traders will lose business. 
 
East Lothian residents will suffer if lawyers move to the city taking their expertise 
with them. 
 
2. Closing Haddington Sherriff Court - Impact on Court users. 
 
Users of the Court WILL suffer if the court closes in Haddington. 
 
Travelling into Edinburgh is expensive, whether it be to attend court or visit a lawyer 
if they are scarce in East Lothian. 
 
Expenses will be claimed for these journeys. Presumable paid for by the taxpayers. 
 
Court users may not bother to turn up at court for their hearing - no money for their 
bus fares - you have to get there first and then claim your expenses. Warrants will 
then have to be issued causing more work for police and courts. Closure of 
Haddington Sherriff Court will have a huge impact on the County of East Lothian. 
East Lothian has had this court in Haddington for a great many years, it's historical. 
This is a much needed service for Haddington. 
 
I can't see how this closure will save money. More police time will be taken up 
travelling to Edinburgh to attend court, putting more of a strain on their budget. Who 
will suffer then - the honest hard working residents as usual.   
 
The closure will not save money, it will cost a great deal more. This decision has 
been poorly thought out. 
 
I would like to urge you to reconsider this decision. 
 
Edward McGuire 
Tranent Resident and Taxpayer 
16 May 2013 
 


