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Proposed closure of Rothesay Sheriff Court, Isle of Bute 
 
I am writing to oppose the proposal to close Rothesay Sheriff Court and transfer its 
business to Greenock.  
 
The island’s Sheriff Court is in a special position. It shares accommodation with Argyll & 
Bute Council in their offices in Rothesay. I understand if this Court closes that the saving 
to Scottish Court Service is only £6,000 a year but the Police and Scottish Legal Aid 
Board will have to pay considerably more than £6000 per annum in travel and 
accommodation costs for witnesses and for additional Police cover on the island while 
the local Police are attending Greenock Sheriff Court. 
 
Witnesses and defendants would have to travel by ferry from Rothesay to Wemyss Bay. 
Ferry passengers are not allowed to stay in their vehicles and all passengers must be in 
the lounge areas. Defence and prosecution witnesses who should be kept apart will be 
forced to travel together which creates a risk of intimidation. Trials are often postponed 
with witnesses having to travel to Court on several days. Gales or ferry breakdowns 
would prevent witnesses travelling home. Where are they to stay and how are they to 
pay for it while waiting for reimbursement? 
 
Witnesses may decide against assisting the police because of a fear of intimidation and 
the difficulty of travelling. If the island’s police officers need to travel to Greenock to give 
their evidence, where are the extra Police officers to be found and where is the money 
to pay them?  
 
If Rothesay Sheriff Court closes this will affect the safety of all those who live on or visit 
the island. If you must save £6,000 a year, the Court should be held less frequently 
instead. 
 
Tim Saul 
Brechin’s Brasserie 
17 May 2013 


