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Further to the recent public meeting held in Arbroath Old and Abbey Church Hall on 
Friday, 17th May 2013 and the recent coverage in the local newspapers both the 
Dundee Courier, Angus edition and Arbroath Herald i as an individual would like to 
intimate my concerns: 

i appreciate costs have to be made but if there is all the upgrade work to be done in 
Forfar Sheriff Court to accommodate the Arbroath business when Arbroath Sheriff 
Court only needs minimal upgrade work why is SCS "wasting" money when it will 
take around 20 years to recover? We are in a recession so why is the Government 
accepting these financial changes? 

has any of the board that has proposed these closures ever travelled on public 
transport ? The bus journey between Arbroath and Forfar can take over an hour as it 
does not go direct but into villages of Friockheim and Letham. As a public bus user i 
would certainly feel intimidated travelling on a bus full of "court users" travelling for 
any criminal court in Forfar. Unfortunately at the public meeting they didn’t mention 
the general public using the buses but only the concerns of vulnerable witnesses 
having to travel with accused. I have travelled on the public bus with college users 
and it is not a pleasant journey never mind adding a few "criminals". 

Court users from Monifieth, Carnoustie and Montrose have the benefits just now to 
choose to travel to Arbroath Court for their court cases by train or bus if dependant 
on public transport they won’t have that choice if having to travel to Forfar. 

Arbroath has been hit pretty hard in the past few years and the High Street can be a 
dismal place to walk up with all the empty retail premises - surely by closing Arbroath 
Sheriff Court it will be a huge impact on local businesses and the building will be 
empty and let to deteriorate for 3 years at least. 

the public seem to be unhappy at the fact "prisoners" are walked across a pedestrian 
walkway to gain access to the cell area in Arbroath Sheriff Court - how happy will 
they be when they have to sit beside them on the bus home from Forfar on their 
release??  Is it really a problem when the "prisoners" are handcuffed to escort 
personnel?  Really on a daily basis how many people actually now congregate round 
the front of the Court in Arbroath? 

how will the drivers of the local buses feel having to deal with the criminal "court 
users" being disruptive on the buses, they will be so defenceless and not able to 
conduct themselves like a G4S escort bus driver who are trained to deal with such 
"customers" 

Only a few points to consider why Arbroath Sheriff Court should not be closed. A 
huge impact on Arbroath and the surrounding area. 
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