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JUSTICE COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES 
 

35th Meeting, 2012 (Session 4) 
 

Tuesday 4 December 2012 
 
Present: 
 
Christine Grahame (Convener) Colin Keir 
Jenny Marra (Deputy Convener) Alison McInnes 
David McLetchie Graeme Pearson 
Sandra White 
 
Apologies were received from Roderick Campbell and John Finnie. 
 
The meeting opened at 10.00 am. 
 
1. Decision on taking business in private: The Committee agreed to take item 4 

in private. 
 
2. Reducing reoffending in Scotland: The Committee took evidence from— 
 

Caroline Gardner, Auditor General for Scotland, Miranda Alcock, Justice 
Portfolio Manager - Performance Audit Group, and Kirsty Whyte, Senior 
Performance Auditor, Audit Scotland. 
 

The Committee agreed to write to the Cabinet Secretary for Justice seeking 
further information on its forthcoming consultation on the issue. 
 

3. Subordinate legislation: The Committee further considered the following 
negative instruments— 

 
Adults with Incapacity (Public Guardian's Fees) (Scotland) Amendment 
Regulations 2012 (SSI 2012/289); 
  
Court of Session etc. Fees Amendment Order 2012 (SSI 2012/290); 
  
High Court of Justiciary Fees Amendment Order 2012 (SSI 2012/291); 
  
Justice of the Peace Court Fees (Scotland) Order 2012 (SSI 2012/292); 



J/S4/12/35/M 

  
Sheriff Court Fees Amendment Order 2012 (SSI 2012/293). 
 

In so doing, the Committee noted a reponse from the Cabinet Secretary for 
Justice to a number of points raised on the instruments at its previous meeting. 
The Committee agreed to make no recommendations in relation to the 
instruments.  
 

4. Work programme (in private): The Committee considered its work programme 
and agreed to: (a) undertake a short, focused inquiry into access to purposeful 
activity in prison; (b) write to the Scottish Government (i) asking whether it has 
any plans to issue a formal response to the Law Commission's consultation on 
contempt of court in England and Wales and whether it has any plans to initiate 
a similar review in Scotland; and (ii) seeking clarification on its preferred 
position on the UK Government opt-out of police and criminal justice measures 
adopted pre-Lisbon Treaty; (c) continue to monitor developments in police and 
fire reform; (d) accept the Cabinet Secretary for Justice's offer of an informal 
briefing on civil justice matters and Making Justice Work; (e) take evidence from 
the Scottish Human Rights Commission on a National Action Plan on Human 
Rights at a future meeting; (f) consider further briefing on the Title Conditions 
(Scotland) Act 2003 at a future meeting; (g) note the Scottish Law 
Commission's response that it had received no representations calling for the 
law of defamation to be reviewed and to take no further action at present; and 
(h) consider a response to the Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments 
Committee's inquiry into post-legislative scrutiny at its meeting on 8 January 
2013.  

 
In line with the Parliament's guidance on the treatment of written evidence, the 
Committee considered and agreed to the Chief Constable's and the Chair of the 
Scottish Police Authority's request that the legal advice they provided to the 
Committee be kept confidential. In so doing, the Committee noted that this was 
not setting a precedent for how it would treat requests like this in future. 
 

The meeting closed at 11.48 am. 
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