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Defective and Dangerous Buildings (Recovery of Expenses)(Scotland) Bill – Call for 
evidence (Stage 1) 
Submission to the Local Government and Regeneration Committee on behalf of Comhairle 
Nan Eilean Siar 
 
 
By the introduction of charging orders, this Bill provides an improvement in existing cost recovery 
powers for local authorities in terms of recovering costs in relation to undertaking work on 
dangerous and defective buildings.  These measures would be especially useful in situations 
where the normal civil debt recovery procedures would be unlikely to be successful, for example, 
where the owner cannot be traced.  In these situations the local authority would have some 
assurance that costs could be recovered. 
 
One aspect of the Bill that could be re-examined is the period of 30 years over which costs are to 
be repaid.  This would not be appropriate for smaller amounts and it would be advantageous to 
have some built in flexibility in relation to the duration of the repayments.  The period could then be 
determined by the local authority after taking account of factors such as the ability to pay and the 
amount of debt outstanding.  For these smaller amounts recovery of debts at the point of sale or 
conveyance may be one alternative that could be considered. 
 
Notwithstanding the fact that charging orders may not be appropriate in every case they would 
provide a useful alternative to the normal civil debt recovery method where this is deemed 
unsuitable.  On this basis the Comhairle would be supportive of the measures being proposed in 
the Bill. 
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